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PROLOGUE

Year 19299, Yava

n Nightwind, i nside her -yresayradl Ssauf
Ireflected on her Aflilr cthiday enf wlind
age twenty becausevafsioaondgtramt tttf
gon, their eastern neighbor. Upon g
mot her, had instituted the mandate
Il nstitute happened just north of t
a field used for battle practice.
especially against boys, so {pleirsow
team dHhe twau n wtihihrytta@aegrst he next
Soren, a shy boy who could move s
messiest brown hair, |ike uncut gra

how hard Saffa tried to make cont ac
she saigetbéeihgré ost staring at the
bl ack who teased Soren about his d

punched Lech in the face. He ki cked
t hei r2bmeonkteorit up. Saffa hadnét had
al ways protect Soren.

Al day, Saffa couldndt stop thin
time story about t he Dread War We
Mot her s | ap, she wiggled with exci
t he Dread War. I dm ready. 0

|l shethra brushed Saffads hair. 00Or
Bratgondts hosts drove west toward N

The squad | earned about Bratgon,
cently taken over from King Vel es,
lineage of tyrants and a small <circ
made of ptehaesiarn toswn froirc hes. Or thatldi
machines, so Nightwind fought with
their army?5¢o

ORabs i nmmMBumedargeonldes serfs, forced t
ual | abor and in war. They wused ar

taskmasters whipped them forward. 6

l1Tenebres I nstitute focused on mastery
2First year squadshiweyeamntsWgneodor mewhor
ceptional promise.
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I f anyone whipped Saffa, shedd attac
|l shethra sighed. 0Getting people to
especially in an organized way. 6

Saffa woulddve |l ed a rebellion. 0Why

0They ¢l aimed to protect their peopl
l and and resources and have unwarrant

tators have a |l ong history of chasing
dri ven abnyd pfoeweerr of | osing it. o

Mot her had taught Saffa since her fi
want power . Wa n t control . To dominat
wro8bbwoul d dominate. O0Those are dumb r
0The dumbest. Besides rabs and thei
comprised ballista, bombards, catapul

Saffa had | earheddaedodtr afgjmerys,, thhhreae i
tainous east to destroy and subjugate

met al beast s, big machines on tracks
OHow does @ tank work?

O0Burning coal, running on steam. 6 N
built them to counter Nightwindds mag

0ltds your destiny to destroy tanks. 6
Having made plenty of messes around
ice but had never figured out how to
against a tank. May bewdhred? &word woul d
| s hetehsruamed br us hiong nthagfpfoaudrs hai r
Saffa imagined herself swinging a su
throwing them around at the enemy. 0W
0The war started in our eastern for
the forest, fought with ferocity, reg
relentless hordes burned everything i
t hemyn torched the city. We retreated,
Saffa fumed with anger at these mons:¢
burn them one day. As soon as she fig
Mot her ?60

0Soul ash. o

OWhatds a Soulash? And who fought wi
OMy gol den whi p. I use it to spank c
Mot her had never spanked Saff a. She
peopl e SReadldnye?w. o

|l shethra winked. OMy army comprised
and vilas completed the mix. o
0l 6ve seen centaurs in the castle. V

OFemal e custodi ans of natur e, wi t h
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dryads. They |live in the forests. o6
Mot her must be thinking about the
what ds wrong?a6
o0Bratgon sieged Tenebres for five
as she tossed the hairbrush on Saff
such carnage. 0

Mot her never <cried, at | e as tawrfaitl
Saffads Eyeoesdhelagsesd. o0

OFive horrific years. | slew foes
Sadly, we couldndot break the siege.
Samatria, our sout hwestlearsnt i megi ghebmor
Yava. o

Saffads squad also | earned about

ner in the fight against Bratgon. ¢
0Yes. They also have thefioVedresnhine
thousand years. Their |l ibraries are
o0Can | go there someday?5é6

OWhen the time is right, | 61 | sen
OA mission to fight2?%¢6

0To inspire. Now, back to the3sto
Mount ains, Bratgon harvested the mi
tural applications. Archon Zofiel,

them. They rode griffins and unicor
Mot her used magic to keep herself

hundred years ol d. 0So é youdre bot
Mot her scratched Saffads back. O0AT
Cry, summoning a tempest to smash |
endl ess | egions advanced over thei
maj esticmaapital i 66 Bassive gate fe

OHow big?6é

0Twenty feet thick, sixty feet hi
mentioned. Samatriads army fought w
Zofi el pl eaded with me for aid. N o
join her. o

I f Mother gave up on Ni ¢g@htewivn ch,g té
home?546

oYes, Saffa, 6 Mot her sai d, fighti
broke free. OWe broke the siege. |
from Norembel with me. The armies o

3Samatsr iGd ei pnir Mountains were named a
tal within.
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egions at the gates of Sarwoth. o
OWhat s Norembel ?26

OA nation of high elves far to the s
oDid Zofiel fight?6

0She wielded Mulvastnef, the mighty
arrows, she slew hundreds of enemies.
Saffa wanted to traweswim&@haZodi el Halk
Lari el do?6

OFeisty Haldra threw Fulgst a, her t

chain |ightning. 't returned to her h
rained fire, ruining siege weapons. W
shifted. o

Saffads arms shook with excitement.
for freedom. She would join their ran
0That s when the Zmey came. Hundr eds

Hundr e dsheoafd etdhrdereagons? This was bad
O0Our situation det erir @r &ceoehds. u niehde byya t.
fire. o

0 Wh at happened?6 Saffa asked, face
could withstand the assault.
ol did the wunthinkabl e, commanding

(72)

afety. o

0Our entire nation?6

|l shet hrads breath shuddered as she c
Saffa. o

For the first ti me, Mot her needed a
okay, Mother. o

l shethra sniffled and sniffled, t her
face. From her |l ong, bl ack braid, he
cal med. 0AIl I our citizens and creatu

—_

azed mucihnadfduWNiigmd wt heir exodus. 0

Saffa rubbed Motheroés back, feeling
|l shethra | et a smile curve out sligl
Bratgonds army fought against the con
at the gates of Sarwot h. I stood with
Zofi el wiselnekedd wMdlhvanastery. o

Mot her fighting with Zofi el hel ped i
ONow for the c¢climax. Goryn, the anci
the gatehouse. He roared, demanding o
children if we didnoét comply. 6

Saffa stared with wide eyes, her he:

of f i f it tried to eat her .
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0Zofi el responded by blowing the

| eagues, inspiring our troops. I du
or | would take his heads as my tro
me . But Slouwlaishl, ed or mi ng a gol den b
attacks. I c¢climbed up onto his back
But | persisted. Three heroic strilk
heads of Goryn fell away. 6

Mot her had told Saffa al/|l kinds of

the exploits of female warfrdtooahsed.Sc
chopped an ancient dragonds heads c

Mot her shrugged. o0Yes. O

OHow?O

OTrMesther. Gorynds death invigora
and turned the tide. o

With the biggest bad guy dead, Saf
war ended?d6

|l shethra gave a headshake. O0No, m
But we forced Bratgon out of our bc
matriads hel p, Nightwind rebuilt. )
whenever they attack. 6

Teamwor k with Samatria had all owe
together with Samatria. o6

0So am | . Without our combined st

oCan | have just one more story?o

Mot her stood and dropped Saffa in
two tomorrow. For now, go to sl eep.
of freedom. é Mother tucked her in.

Saffa yawned. The Dread War story
Saffads emotions. Someday, shedd s
invade aftethrdowhnhnghtdPe@ameak 0l | ove

0And | you, dear daughter of Ni ght

When Mother | aslt eePaffa fell right



6

OWhen a scowl doth cross your p
With great hast e, i nbvert its wr
i Voraxmor Hymn

CC

A Chapiter 1

VERTIGO

Year 19818, y¥ava | ater)

affa opened her eyes.
EES The ctcoddfferent void surrounded h
stings mixed with many serpent bilt
pacted body.
She tried to scream at whoeviémo or v

sound emerged. She cWeachbdde kBefur &€t h

The intense whirling shredded her ve
chos dpl ay.

Her stomach wrenched, a river of bur
filling her mout h.brkearc hjeaw dperedgagl
its new, dar k home. A sensation of wa

So muéhmwmukne é nothing. Who the Hell s
I hat e bShienge ngreogoesch ehdelr muscl es to ext

back, holding firm with itBhencar mog.
Let go of me!
Silent darkness replied.
Tears threatened, but she refused t
with tenacity. Every fiber in her wunl
It compacted her | ike a sadistic Vvi s
Delirious from spinning, the pain bl
slipped away.
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Saffa woke wup, stildl spinning in tl
suming her body.
Dread tugged at her hear Noé Att dhse rr

dreshme. bit her Iip, limbs trembling
't hel d.

Cabnt move. CanodHerevsear esa&m eadiso ald via
as she fought with every ounce of s
and shoul der bl ades, faint pul ses
muscles burned, her a¥Yea®Hearmdulredgs id
moving. Stars circled in her Xi®s09on
ther e!

It forced her into the fetal posi

She knew nothing.

iy 7

( ‘\";:

& y T i

L\ p
Saffaa deep voiceWakebupd in her min
Sl owly awakening with full Dbody ac
to the black, kWowshgl|l hehenamesaagain
my name now. Yeah.

Yoduw e not al one.

And vie.droesatt .i t

Yodwr e not crazy €é yet.

She hoped dialogue with h@Wheehfew

A prisoner, l' i ke you. We must fre:
Thanks for thenoscfif diradl i gikd,s bhudti m
Saféfm,not you ¢é |1 dm someone el se.

Whas your name?

Mortemir .

The name sounded familiar. Still
senses. Her stomach cramped as she
sciousness waned.

The voice bodmdd ailn SHheary hevaadk,e !
Adrenal i ne spliki mgp,t aned tlhdtthg mtk, m

Do nothing until the pain subside:
How | ong wil/ it take?

Several hours.

| &tanremember anything, but that f
Cal | it a property of the void.

Do you remember things? Where are
So many quwestifarese., 0mdd vwerswer th
Are you spinning, too?

Yes, |l et me know when your |l eg fe



8 Jef fer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . |l - Fury Feed

How did you get in my head?
With no response, Oide bree ssipg nnendi ntgo atv
wretched void for hours.

= 7
.
SE .

@ |
) K &

Sadésaleg tingled whillT@espai spus, gdnez
When we push, we must do it fast, wi
mi ght br @w@l Imohrev éotheswait hours agai
What about your bones?

On three, Saff a.

On or after three?

After tthhea eeoi ce Undesmrst amdher mi nd.
Gotdolilt . edunt Reaady ?

Yes.

One. T wsch.e Tphursehee!ld wi th desperati on,
par tilday wor ki ng!

I't pushed back, holding her | i mbs st
Mor e, Saf f a!
Hot sensations came back, crawling e
Mor e!
I am, sttemmihiolught, straining with ey
oozed from her pours, | imbs moving ag
Everything!
. Wi I Be. Free!
With a final adrenaline surge, her t
what .
Fuckshyeest!tlhought, p uWec hd indy iwthli | Aer & wyi aL
Waves of force battered her body. So
into tormenting shocks, and her invol
Darkness came again.

@ X%
Saffa awoke, bruised and spinning in

| d&tanbreat he!
Warm air gusted against her skin.
She gasped.

Rumbl es echoed in the darkness. Sma s
Stone bl ocks?

Loud booms and crashes resounded. Toc
ing a stone great hall with grand woo
| eat hédmzarmont orso, yellow | eggings, g

She squinted from the brightness, sp
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her stomach rebell ed. A spiral of
down fl at, her bare arms burning
stopped, but wooziness lingered.
The | ast zapsoWdr siter Va@aathi drmadeBlv
ting bile. oMy head She pushed
sqgueezed, and she dr ed to her kn
a cocktail of fluids d chunks. OE
A glinting longsword caught her e
from its putrid stench, and grabbec
she rose, refusing to go down, ar ms
More electrical shocks struck her
ONot these again éb6

Fire and ice hissed, crackl-hegdadn,
rai aAfbuorw ed puppy. One head bl azed
gl eamed blue, exhaling frost.

She bonded with the creature in h
remained. She massagedAheryoemphesy
Tail wagging, tohNeoitr vfoiiecrey. hJeuasdt pSak
Astoni shed at aotS&lakinng dog, yehie h:
Their heads shookneppdewaybe Tboge ©OIi
tl e growl

OWhat do you remember ?56

oJust know name, 6 the icy head sai
oM &

The fiery headoyawppmake egJleadrbir!i @ h
oJust now?o0

€ o
opp
an

o0Yes, 6 the fire head said.

ol didnét mean to make you. |1 0m S
0Saffa,6 the icy head said, sni ff
oWel I , arendt you the most ador ab
The fiery lbdadspeoakéd The pup das|
ing them.

She stumbled ahead, braced herself
The pup trotted, barking at a din

tapestries.

Head throbs i ntoelnsdodndetd fteoe lp oguonodd .|
The dog halted, the fieboNWNohegdodi
bad, right?6 Both heads exchanged |

0OBut youdre moving. Thatodés good! o6
O0True. 6 She grimaced. O0At | east w
we 0 | d the voice. 6 She kneel ed,

[ fin
her hands.
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The pup returnedl dieed simm | kel ieglets. hal
sto

She od, wobbl ed, andosedched bac
grounded her. o0l spent hours in darkn
0Sorry,6 the icy head said. 0Sound
gol den chalice, sniffing voraciously
0Smel | something, 6 their fire head s
oOWhat is it?06 she asked, hobbling toc
0Scent, 6 the icy head said, l'icking
OWhose?b6

ONot person, 6 the fire head said 0 S
0Bl ood and monsters. Sounds | ike a ¢
0Good you smell, 6 the ice head said.
oKeep sniffing. Maybe youdl !l find mc
The dog | ed her to twin doors, spli
bl ue moons by its |l ong beak.

She read dWhiet gap6Glidoniyhe NI ywyrmh awli nwi.t h
text stirred nostalgia. ONightwind. M
0This place, 6 the fire head said.
0Your castle,6 the icy head added.
00Osome version of it.&é6 She entered a
ziers. Portraits of stern figures | in
gui site spiral staircase with wooden
t his rwloenmdcse,opno wi ndows exi sted, a de
wi ndows anywhere in this place. Mindf
ryone?é As she thought about it, the
struction. Téd sarpduwrccke heard. flOrroom t he n
OMaybe they all left?é6 the fiery hee
ONobodyob6s here except us. And the vc

0Gl ad be with friend, 6 the icy head
while the dog hobbl ed ngd ntghe ustt.ai r s,

At t hBes dbtassier, she |l ooked up. Aci d bu
l urching.

oONo, no, no éo6 Her stomach squeezed
spraying on the |l avish green carpet.
Hands on the railing, she hoisted he
mar bl e.

With her ascent finished, the dog d
mi nated by more braziers above, befor
She focused on her feet to maintain
A single door awaited, and she grabbe
Skadni ran in and jumped upon a fin

bl anket, and pillows topped it. Dar t |
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ONew smel |l ! o
ONeed sl eep. 6 Creeping forward, st
roll ed onto the bed, senses twirlin
The dog rested on her |l egs while
NN YA
@ X
l ce in her ear and fire up her Nos

(op

ut ®kadmingues delhovterleidc kusn.y i ceAldli nr
pushed their heads aside and sat upg
oDondét know, 6 they said. O0OWe doze
oWhat a typical dog. 6 Scanning th
0You found my room. 6

The fiery head barkedYolUhestcypngo:t

0Thanks for | eading me here. Youd:
They shook, rel easi ng a0 Wdlocuodmeo.f6
Her gaze settled on a corner d-esk
cushioned chair |l ay in front. Roll:i
dog foll owed.

Three items topped the desk: a ch:
hair strands in it and a green scr
0Scent, the fire head said. o0You

0
Noting the hairbrush, she figured
or friend had touclefdolilto weAdn dh etrh etsoe
gani zing themselves during the cons

gan untangling the mess of her hair
Skadni jump@&drinn shmed ||, &#pt he fire
oYours. o

oMybur n 6s nsehedd 2asked, wondering if

coul dnot remember .

O0Yes, 6 the fire head replied.
OWhat in book?é6 the icy head aske:
Eager to find out, she finished g

it in a Th@shtB etotng/ftiadd,. she settl ed
Touching the coveroWosthe ok adBowéaed:
what wor dslhgiimbe nge thoweigh a few to

hatdr ned. What remained showcased a
side iIts edge.

With a slow trace of her index fi
each oRamee, wind, heaétEashasymbal
to a central, smal |l Ehesreovetedithe
seeking memories, but the meanings

Skadni hopped off and nudged her
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Frustrationodnawetdeae spell s? EI eme
hinted at broader notions. Without he

The flame and rain symbols captured
expected chill, |l i ke drinking crushec
flashes. One hand burned while the ot
moment ari kyheShekeastte®ot hrice, attempt:i
again, without success. Glancing at S
her ki, or | i feforce.

The pup growl ed, edging toward her
hensi on.

OWhat s wrong?déd she asked, closing t

ONew icky scent, 6 the heads said.

0The voice! 6 Protective of her dog,

The dog bolted away, their distresse

She chased, following the pup to the
great halll .

Scratching at the obedsdoenr! they whk
Taking a vigilant stance in front,
doors, she nudged one open with her b
A dim open space spread out, with a
towers, topped with crenelations. To
To her left |l ay a cobblestone courtya

Gazing up,
The dog ye
di stant .

ORdérehdpowhnhkids i s the same
| ped, speeding into the ha

N
%
O/ S

Saffa assumed Sk
gat ehouse.

o )
adni had run off to s

It contained a dense wood and iron
Qui et rumbling came from behind, a fr

Maybe opening it wildl reveal the voi

Adjacent walls with rugged stones i
gat e, she secured her sword and asce

Bl ackness evoer gtwvhétei nNohet ans$ hi hg.
The quaint castle grounds contained

connected to the royal sitting room a
right of the hall. The castle, hugged

She | eaned over the outside, gazing
her fnmmonudi d she fal/l forever?

She snatched a nearby totbbpuysdndppi
bright f | amel esnh rdducdka ntdo®hae abdtlelsesd a n e
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with two gears. Both turned before
she noted a tiny gap in the el evat e
A chill wind blew, tousling her h;
She wal ked backwar d, drawing her
The gate exploded in |Iightning, st
mi nor cuts. A deep buzz sounded, fc
She winced, ears fizzing.

The castle trembl ed, wall s and to

beneat h.
Light on her feethts dheétsquedzacth:

A dark humanoid materiali zed, WTI e
Crimson eyes narrowed, and his f ami
set tolHend .o, Saffa. Thanks for freei

OYoulbOre theenbiaerceQdite an

0Yes. Apologies for the blast. ¢

Unconcerned with otWheatd aammaeg ey, 0 us heex a
OA moroi. 6

Unf amil i ar with the ter m, she ass
The energy within him concerned her
Saffa stood boldly, ready for dia

earlier, his appearance and essence
remained alert. Hi s knowing her nan
OYou dondt have memory |l oss, do y
0So intuitive. 6

0Great. Tell me what happened. 0
OA puppeteer brought us to this 1t
OWho?6 she asked, brows furrowed.
O0A pitiful -fpattecdenemecouritneri.ld Shad
trust once mor e, we may find our waea
OWhat is this place?6é6

OAn infinite prison.o

OHow so0?6

oJust trust me , Saff a, l i ke you d
oAl I |l sense is death. 6

OYoubre so insightful. But in sur

ally. Again. 6
OWhy ddoesyeowe my trust?6
oOur destinies are entwined, 6 he

each otherds only hope in this for s
0l need evidence of goodwill . 6
OAn ol ive branch, t hen. This cast |

OLi ke home, but smal l er . 6
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oYes ¢€éb6

0OYou can earn my trust by telling me
oOWork with me, and |38l take you t he
OWhat are you suggesting?

OA trial, 6 he said, shadows shifting
Together, we can rip through th fabr

She considered working with him to f
had mentioned his stimklye stmreddt e@dh dh dra
than hi m.

0OYoudre foul, Mortemir. Working witt
oSaffa, 6 he said while undul ating, C
storm becomes most destructive when a
wisps of wind and rain. Together, we
I nstincts told her everything: this
coul d escape Ottoqdtthaecrk ihferhd idisdn but
0l understand the truth of your worc

I wondt dance with your wanton storm
OWant on deafPhYamrd odes ttroud tail kn 6

OWhat do you know about me?d6 she as
truth. OExplain!é

0l tds simple: we escape to your home
operate?b6

0OShadows canot cloak your nature, 6 s
oBetrayal and treachery are your game
oBetrayal ? Treachery? Such ger mane v
He drifted near, attentive eyes scann
She charged with a cry, slashing her
stone floor. She stumbled back, bewil
0OThat tickles,® he said with rumbl ir
OEvery monster has a wealkdlelssf ibn & hyo
ol have none, |l eech. 6 Shadowy tendr
around her, cold and intangible, but
She strained hard with her toned mus
sapping meArndstyroaungtaH.l me a | eech! 6
Your fearhd asdied idretld chierusmi nd, hi s
I ntuition told her to stop strugglin
|l ove for SkKadniMofritlelmimg HMerl . come t o my
Dark tendrils uncoil ed offrorambloare, mreet
is weak, Ilike you.06 A crimson thunder
your dark soul . o

oDar k? sTohsaltyou, wraith.é But ddasheédgh
toward the great hall
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Hi s depraved | aughter rumbl ed behi
She grabbed a torch from just ins
grated in his shadows.

oPathetic. 6 He threw his bolt at |
She dove. I't struck the floor wit
whil e exploding stone shards agai ns
0You bastard!é she yell ed, pushin
stood, sl ammed the hal/l door shut,
to the other door s, shut t hem, and
stance,g deatrc bir eat h. 0Steel and tor

ness?06 Circled flame and rain symbc«
Burning. oMy fire. My i ce! But how
yielded nothing.

The other doors exploded, sprayinf¢
ruined entrance, an inky curtain afr
his &®WMowWdve nowhere to run. Hol d st

OWhere are your manners?d she sne:q
On the red lightning crackling insi

OWhy bother with courtesies when

oDeath is near, 6 she said with ar|

Twirling his blade, heolgldamrededtoh .
He should be vulnerable to her el
Symbols in her mind answerWHhat tahoc
t he Aontgheerr:? it consumed her on arriwv
she desired toEmontHEornc!ltmagt calpopi ¢s an
together. Thought and emotion spark
at hi m.

He flew at her | ike a murderous (¢
her down to e stone floor. Chille
agony nigh earabl e.

oJust a | e |l onger é your mise

She cl ench her teeth, dd¥oaw ywowm & tt
sume me. O

ol will, 6 he said, pushing his bl
l eg. o0l dm consuming your pet next. ¢

ONot Skadni! 6 Thteamtedtevbey ¢dogmk
Fire emerged from her shoul der bl act
ar mor . Hands gl owing bl ue, she cup
small embalrl d @amimeg ,i Mt o a bl azing a

The wraith yanked his blade from |

o0oConsume this!dé she said, shoving

He staggered back, exploding with
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ar ms. However, as he battled her fl an
He threw them, sl ammi ng her against
convul sed. The smell of bl ood and si

sounded gaimlgec gt @ aher
She fought the &d acckkgnee.ss at her vi si
As he floédsedendoerheahabbwling tornad

ing out her fire, al | the torches, a
flickering lightning cast chaotic sha
OPrepare for bani shment , freak. 6

Leg pain foghed heeakageshe said, s
while fighting high winds, owi || put
skin. The roombés surfaces iced over.
icy fingers. Enviesd oinntnog tah eb |ti azrzmaa ddo, .
Red eyes on her, he raised his hand:
bright orb of crackling crimson betwe

derbolts shot up from it.

She swirled above hi m, thrusdkEatg he
snow!dé Twin cones of winter burst for
Some bolts forked off, tearing masontr
ting her.

Pain and his encroaching storm motiyv

merged with his cyclone, intensifying
a furious cry, she repulsed his attac
prison formed, silencing his tortured

Wi nds <cal med. Her snowstorm recedeoc
crouch. Frozen debris fell with crack
unpl easminttchend ghi ss -imetheroemrscsoniTha&s
fierce battle.

She circled tofiadomisohea fhhed daqda, wplriks
pulsing with swirling blue stripes. A
the structure. Two red eyes glared at

Figuring a stab through his frozen
angled behind and dtewelrett hs woradmi Hg .

oLetds do this quick and painful! o6 S
the icicle off, and drove her bl ade
snapped. Azure and gold I ightning sna
soar ed.meAsz urroea rfelda from her bl ade, eng.

The cage detonated, ejecting three |
erupted, combining with the ice to cr
sprang around in a |l ast act. Concurre
sl ammimigghheagai nst the wall as each |

mi-ai r and crashed on t he stone floor
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Shadowy mist vanishéd, fieaVvi sgpebeéht
ol dm freel Enjoy your infinite pr
Al went bl ack.
OPopul ar theories concur. Somewher
fades away. 6
i The Known Real ms, Vol
CC

A Chapiter 2

GENESIS

ches jolted Saffa awake in the
Aher blue shirt beneath heoJastm

hold, 6 she groaned, standing.
Pain simmered t hedudhdetboheyg wean:
repeatedl y.
A hum bothered her ears. Scents of
of Modd edmeath | it the room dimly. S
0Goodbye, 6 she grumbl ed, swatticshfi anagt
defeating Mortemir overshadowed an)
|l ast words of freedom, reiterating
|l eased him from this place and sent
hersel f?

El ectrical jolts assaulted her mi
l ines danced, her ears buzzing. on «
room with -gplosshs witrad emwed, ' ighting t

trum of wootenstaBle with gold gobl e
doors on each end stood whol e.

OEverythingbés fixed up, 6 she said
and its surroundings. Why did her |
trieved her swor d, Il i mping near the
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horizon, framed by shimmering rainbow

0The nothing. Ités still there but f

Harsh stabs in her | eg caused her t
makeshi fadTtatn dlalgeest ed mor oi € such an

Hi s referdmaaldéeedmaeirneadss conf usi ng. H
tioned an infinite pri sdsn.i nAv opluvpepneet nete
situation. The beautiful hues outside

The entity knew how to escape, keep
home | ay el sewher e. O0Whaeare ptard .moment ¢

CEnough, Ska&he sBeedbl md back throug
down the corridor, finding the | arge,
down and grabbed it.

A vision consumed her. This chalice,
red | iquid, encircled by spiky white
sinking sensation in her stomach. So
piecepwfzlitdee

I'n the royal sitting room, she scan
sldy prismatic col ors. Persistent thro

After | imping up the staioBooma ®kadp

must be terrified. o6 She hobbled to he
The 6dogvhi nes came from under her be

mar ked the floor in a smal/l circl e. P
bling. Whimpering.

ol killed him, 6 she said, tossing th
around.

The 6dod i ery head peeked otubhuneéear saimp
boom. ¢

oDondét worry. Heb®s gone. Come on out
The fieryolpamde whi ned,
OAbsolutely, 6 she said, conjuring a

to play with this?6
The fiery head eyed her f 1l ame. The i

She mol ded the flame into a small fi
it

With a wagging tail, the dog emer ge
danced around, joyful yips singing fr
0Thereds my brave dog. Watch this. o

the magic easy now.

The icy thGaldd.td |t ed.

OFire, 6 the fiery one said. Bot h nu
caressing her hands with comfort.
0Cold and fire, just l i ke you, 6 she
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redi scovered my magic. 6
The icy head ate the iceball
The fieryMhelrdt sadidscover! 6

She hopped on one |l eg to the windc¢
view appeared. Darkness encircled t
sky. The castle floated in it.

oWant to see?0

The dog sidled beside her.

She picked thewyw capul d see.
|

OPretty sky! o6 they both said.
oBeauti ful. We must explor e, but
then peeled off bandages, exposing
pedi ments to her mobility concerneo
oLick, 6 the fire head said
OHeal , 6 the icy head added.

Sl obbery tongues | apped the wound
Upon completion, a frosty glaze cov
oThanks, Skadni . Youdre al ways th

oOoYou we&lad d me ,0
a

She stood, taking a tentative but
€ so long as the | eg functioned.
OMuch better. Letds move on. o
Skadni foll owed her on a trek to
at the edge, peering d®kvineddt ndsraeppro s

down there.
A jolt of electricity stabbed her

OAgad nRPyes <c¢cl osed, she reached, s e
their soft fur.

The painful shocks | asted a | ong
oSaffal! Turn around! o

Eyes opening, Saffa stood, the jolt
before her, secur ®Mg Wrahnacpeapke ¢
OYou make pretty gate!d6 Skadni ds
The i6y headth crystallized throuq
Ri se.

The portcullis lifted.

Lower .

It obeyed.

OYou raised it?6 the icy head ask:
0Yes. Just by thinking. o
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Lift.

It rose.

How convenient.

The sky shimmeredewiefh moedi cedwsctoladi
cobbl estone path writhed with sentien
from the castle to a nearby prismatic
way .

The icy head reteafsfea, aneswowgyr lbd e aF it

She ambled down the pathOwittsh d&k ayad ro
just |ike my castl e. But into what?6

Their ears and noses twitched.

ONew world, 6 the fiery head said.

Compelled by intuition and a rumblin
find aAasdefrcod. The path soon ended.

Before them |l ay a | andscape, defyi ngq
mar k o fd sa nwha rntsii scta | brush. Tree bark g
furlipgywhettel ic col ors. Around ¢t he
gl eamed, reminiscent of cheri-astheuwt gen
rocks. Wings fluttered. Creatures scu
florals, dewtoaaesd.-anAgdd agi nukn dgeirr I f | e
wide smile, her translucent wings and

0So nice to have friends. o

0Skadni |l ove pixies, 6 the icy head s

0Yes, thatdés what theydre called, 6 s
where beyond memori es.

Dog in tow, she wandered deeper, mar
bl ossoming and withering with each be

She came upon gnarled trees, their
and blue. Each tree bore bright fruit
water . Ravenous, she plucked one. I t s
rich tawegsnand santalized her tongue.

Her dog entered a begging pose.

She tossed fruits into their hungry

OMore, please. 6

OEat wup!dé6 She threw the fruits high
bling them down with | oud swall ows.

Devouring four more fruits, she st ai
| ows . Unworried about her appearance,

At a nearby hill, she cldismbeéedgt oft dea
agai n.

I ntense brain shocks struck hard. H

Nauseous, she fell,obammnttshé aHeéliing! ér
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oSaffa?6 Skadni 6s heads asked.

The dark ring vanished, giving wa

0l 6m okay. 6 She grabbed the fruit:

Wind gusted, throwing a swarm of
eat t hem, but they evaded.

She studied the particloeWi,l dno tuinntga
l'i ke a storm. Just | ike me.d Hope e
| ead; | 1l | foll ow. 6

oParticle person?6 the icy head a:

ol think so, Skadni . Someone who

She followed the particles, journ

branches, shi mmering ponds, and hil
' i guildeasvdsxs.erPool s revealed gal axi e
a few stopping to sniff before movi

oWol ves, Skadni li ke, 6 the fiery |
0They are nice, 6 she said, gazing
Like my favorite song | candt recal
OLove our home, 6 the icy head yap,
O0You created it,o6 the fiery head

The sky darkene@s hwnitigpgtat her
An undiscovered part of hoelr dmadg.i c

brain shocks. 6 Fatigue set i n, s o
Skadni on her |l egs, the particles |
0l know you.6 She watched the mot
feeling. OWho are you?96

oOMaybe | ost friend?dé6 the icy head
oLi ke a new friend, 6 the fiery he;
0Yes, someone | ost, now found. 6 A
rything and jumped i n, taking a | ol
she finished, she noted holes in h
wi th matchibngiehdlaenk itropherHer vyell o\
a matching hol e, but her blue | ace
stretched burning mesh wire al/l OV €
OLooks Ilike | was in a battle, Sk
OMaybe stabbed, 6 the fire head no:
00r hit by magic, 6 the icy one sa
Spooked, she donned everything an
grass. With thoughts about her dlvest
been in, and those mysterious part:.i

Skadni gobbled up the plucked frui
snor ed, twitched, and ran in their
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\E ¢ //;\» L
Saffa woke up to rustling and jumped
I n daswmnbow | ight, she glimpsed sci
something. A sublime being appeared,
many eyes and ani mal parts, each <cast
0Greetings, 6 it said, voice ancient
you | ost?6
oMaybe. Who are you?bé
OWho 2amthe creature asked with a dee.
guestion. Call me Nuwa. 0
ONuwa, 6 she said, an odd yet soot hir
OA pleasure, 6 it said. OYoudve trave
OProbably? | dondét know why |1 86m her e
OYour journey often begins without f
thing, arenod6t you?o6
OMemories. Lost memories. o
ORestoring warmelby @ueaotw,.0 Ait said, a
except one, winking at Skadni. oOYour
are |l ost. Answers wil/l come €& in time
She accepted finding answers woul d &
oWhat os this world?6é she asked, gl a
hersel f.
0You already know, young one. This
creator. |Its composer. 6
OMy reflection, 6 she shindpneagdxbmdwni al
tered armor. oOWhat am | ?6
0Saffa, youdre strong, unique €é beal
oMortemir, a moroi, call ed me a frec
OHow offensive. l gnore his bitternes
0Thanks. But whydéd he say those thir
00Only ywourt hs emfaft t er s . | 8dm more of a
| eeches, needing sustenance, be it ai
Confident i n her vdd uiens wlhtes .cas't out
OWhy am | here in my world?596
0l respect the precious journey of ¢
She resolved to unravel the mystery
exciting.
Skadni trotted around, whining.
oDear Skadni, o6 it said.

The dog cl osMuWwwalng tsme fiféywghead yapp
The fi eroyNuomae sraicch,, magical scent. o
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0 Why, thank you, Skadni, 6 it sai d.
OWhat about my memories?d
OMemories are fickle. They retrea
But they arendt gone é just mispl ac
Memory retrievalbAbecaameé hlese mias $i
tioning to them. O0Theyof6re a person.
0These fragments sing a melody fa
Their tune carries anomal i es, a r e:¢
pl aces. Such discord ties to elusiyv
€ applieapdber WwWokl d. o

Each particle hauntddd flreerl Itihked ra f

OFeel iOrg intuition? For soméone | il
For having just met, this creatur
0Yes. Some of both. Now we must a
0Do you seek mending, child? Or r.
I nklings of angst and guilt crept
but | i ke Mobddleame. i1t woul dn

ol é am not sure.o

Nuwes | aughter melded in harmony v
tangles with many tunes. How rivet.i
o0oCan we remake them?06 she asked, |
ORestoration wil/l be a | ong, ar du
OHow |l ong wil/l it take?6é6
OReconstruction is just the first
OWe should get started,dé6 she said
per son, kindness demanded restorat.
it her all, no matter the time or ¢
Nuwa exhal ed a brodatahgrleiek e ya ucnagl n$
ol ut e, I o1 | assist.d6 The particles
ol am. Pl ease, hel p. 6

0Be aware, you stride on precari ol
oUnderstood, 6 she said, willing t
0Di scharge your el ements on the p.
She extended her ar ms. Fire shot
the particles in a turbulent haze.
Nuwa hummed a deep, mesmerizing t
medis background noise of foliage an
The particles floated toward it, {
0That will do. 6

Arms | owering, she ceased her magi
The particles orbited for a time I
son, pul sing with a heartbeat. A
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successive waves.
When her eyes recovered from the sp

posed from each particle. Their once
sculpting him. They faded, revealing
oHe is é complete,d Nuwa announced.
He held a | ean buil d, radiating a q
hair framed a shy yet determined, rug
eyes. He wore a modest gray robfie and
mal |l eabl e yet fii

rm
OFresh scent! 6 th
sai d.

The icgs heade

twitched.

oOYes, O Nuwa saidd
features curving

bl ance of a grin.

Soren. Soren, Saff
Soren blinked, a
came alive.

OMy time here mu
There are places t
to see. 6 Earth qui

whi spered, and its

0Goodbye, 6 she s

dering i f shedd e

splendid creatur e atghadwngh oll®@m maotatsedru
OYoudbre welcome. Call me a benevol er
worn sigh, |l eaving Saff a, Sor en, and
SomMesn eyes widened. OMy name is €é Sc
most succulent, sweet soil, intoxicat
Shock, anxiety, and confusdbnhewam t
I have ensphaet htihco uagbhitl,i tciheoso!lsi ng not t

OWhere are we?b6

OA new worl dpéesheregaaswandd, oWedbve n
OA dog with two heads?5¢

0Sor en, me et Skadni , my faithful cor
meet Soren. 6

The dog trotted near him and sat do
their tail wiggled.

Upon touching the dooFgi,r eheanrdetircaec.t eRda
triguing. o

When they pressed their heads again
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grimacing.
0Soren candt handle your el ements
back.

0Sorry, Soren, 6 the heads said.
0ltds okay, 6 she responded.

The dog slinked behind her.

ONo harm done, 6 Soren said. O0OWher
OFl oating red particles. Nuwa bro
She | owered her gaze. oBefor e, I do
She whi spedGedfiier f heardogoDoes he s
ONot <chalice. Book. 6

The icyokéag! dai d,
o0ln a moment. 6 She was happy to h

but she was curious why his smell

Can you be a good, patient dog?é6

ONo playtime, 6 they whimpered, he .
OMemory | oss doesndt change ¢

A Gri moire of Mal adi es

CC

A Chapiter 3

PROBING

Skadni circling nearby. The mut
| eaves created a calming ambianc
treetops.

She studied hi m, noting his | ean |
ness, unlike her toned muscles, sho
in her chest. Wi th his unkedefti be @ w
and ansg,elsihce Iniippbl ed on her bottom

ESaffa and Sorenoshttraomogdghef pdmst
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OYou remember nothing el se?06 she asHk

Hi s gaze deepened in contemplation,
eyeés$. grasp words and ideas, but alll n
oWeodl | find our memori es, Soren. Th
you agree?b6
oOMaybe. | feel weird. o
OMe, too. Skadni just born!dé the fie
She patbedi Ekadriad with one hand, {
around them with the other. o0Does thi
OA |Iittle disconcerting,d he answer €
No surprise, given his shyness. She
0Tel | me about your resurrection. ¢
ol magine being torn apart, thousand
pi ece rushes backprdesveh beymaheargdl wu
where. The I appeared here. That doe
0ltds har d to i magine. Whatever magi
0l dondt want to experience such a t
OYou mentioned feeling weird. Can yoc
oltds | i ke I 6ve been reborn an adul't
o0Yeah, exactly how | felt when | fi
memory?6 A flame appeared in one hand
Skaddsnieyes | it wup, heads lunging at
Happy to indulge them, she conjured
mout hs.
ONo. Have you always had magic?56
0Since Mortemir. o
O0Who?6o
OA moroi. 6

OA ghost with shadows?56
OPrecisely. 6 With a desire to spark
ing for his hands.

He lurcboWdy aawmg.you trying to hold n
OEasy, I dondt bite. I just want to
0l dondét know about this, o6 he said,
oDondét worry, Soren; itds just an ex
OExperi ments, | can do, 6 he sai d, cr
OHere we go. 6 She intertwined her fi
a pleasant heat flowed from him, ripp
scrumptious soil tickled hkEy magic amud
be drawing his warmth and scents. Yum

He scrunched hi so Sgfefsag, hlanadan &twi maovhd
Fear f ul about harming hRiImdidmé&ty &ml
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magic could do that, Sor en. | Odm sor
OMy hands chilled, 6 he said, rubbi
heat ?6

ONo. Was it painful?¢

0lt was ¢é weird. o6 He yawned. Beyo
fraomthin him. ONow I dm tired. 6
Until she understood her power mol
bubbled inside her, making this unl
0And you made this place, Saff a, a

0l't was easy, 0 she nuagi kX pgazmisn g na
o0What manner of process did you p
OA bit of brain zaps mixed with m

OHave you been here |l ong?6

O0Not | ong. Everything feels I|ike |
0Clearly, 6 he said, eyes on the cc
l eggings. o0Saffa, your armor! These
the dark Iines wrapping around her

happened?5é6
A hilariousoEnhenrgadoednedi th deat
l'ightning? Not good. 0

OPl aying jump rope with | ightning
61 1 have to work on his sense of
OA joke. 6

He stood and mowead kkemond hlaesr .gast
your backds scabbard. Stand up. o6
She dlodBm.aware of the damage. 6
0Therebds a torn hole in ybar | eggi
OMy ass, 6 she said while Il ooking
think of iit?¢6

0OYou certainly have no shame. As |
your €06

OHow shameful, Soren. Youdre star]
OWhat 2?6 he asked, | ooking away qui
0Sorry. Were you tortured?596

Pl eased by his awkwardné¥®sshsheco
me mber . ltds obvious | was in a tol
oTel l me everything you remember .
Sharing staédwieéed esoaomiet end slkcedi ef .
0Good idea. 6 She pointed at pink
those bushes and wait for my cue. 0
The pup barked, dashing into the -

0Sit down, Soren. 6
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He di d.

00Once upon a yesterday, Saffa emerge
Sswinging around. OAfter freeing herse
tornado. Lots of pain. Some nausea. S

Hi s expression blended bewil der ment

0Then her brain zapped, and she sumn
bushes where Skadni fidgeted. OHer ob

No response from Skadni

With a dramatic breat h, she blew ic
bounded out, biting her el ements.

oYour brain zapped, and this is how

0 Of cour s e, she said, meeting his ¢

0
He scratched his head.
ONew game: cil eademé sheawhi spered to
They paced in a circle, with her fol
OGuided by fearless Skadni, Saffa t

you ask?6 She raised a brow at hi m.

OWhere?b6
0Skadni smell ed Saffabds bededed kmest
oYour MDedroom

oYemypedrd@oBhe and Skadni mi mi cked f
ground. The dog | avished her with aff
and healed by her | oyal friend, she s

0Soren, 6 the icy head said.

0Shh! 6 She wanted to avoid tipping c
The dog whi mpered.

OWe mustndt alert him.o
0OYou healed after one nap?96

O0Yes. 6 She shrugged. ONine hours of
open a book. 0Symbol s!éd6 she sang i n &
skull, eyélamblsi she snamgfested fire a

el ement sdsnpanBkadnimout hs.
OYour voice isfiypeaustaamgtineSaffa. Wai
OFond of those, are we?0
ol might be. o
I bet hlehehegpsotmangiical for it birthed
composur e.
0Saffa explored outside and found a

ORemember stinky smell ?06 the fiery F
0O Awf ul smel | . Pay close attention toc
oContinue, 6 he said, eyes tracking &
0So, I free Mortemir. How does he r ¢
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Castle. 6 She spread her arms 1|i ke
spoke of puppeteers and | abeled her
of all t hings. He offered a deceit
eye | evéelhe oeTxhpelnoded! 6

OHe di d?6

ONot i mmedi atel vy, silly. Tdetyed otu
fierce duel , ni pping and dancing a
into Skadni ds flaming maw. I't c¢chomg

0lce?6 the icy head asked.

She | obbed ice pellets into the e

0The foul mor oi summoned a whirl w
gash her 1l eggings, she added, 0Des|
|l eaped, cheered on by Skadni 6s bark

oOWhat the Hell s?6 he whispered to

ol heard that. o

He covered his mout h.

OWi elding winterds fury, she push
She cast snow and ice around herse
pur pose. Atop the mound, she said,

she bounded dtowhm, hadt dshpul veri zed
him in snow.

0Sharp snow, 6 he said, throwing s
Skaddsnif rosty head reveled in the s
Delighted by his reaction, she wa

deci dedéafgai nsowi t
Quick bursts of flame from her fi
0Saffa vanqui shed Mortemir with h
her sword and took a prideful bow v
He appdbdoad&de some warrior, Saffa.
War mt h spread TthramksherSohrear.t .Youdr
anot her day for me. 6 Her mischief f
The mor oi had warktued .hdr ptl@aycdaf & a:

She sat in the snow near Soren, S 1
Maybe in Nightwind now. A terrible
owild story. 1 tds all true?b6
OEvery word. After slaying Mortemi
théshe pofiatkea slpy turned to these
castlebdbs new, beautiful windows.
oOWhen your brain zaps, your world
0l 6m i mpressed. Took me a while t

OHi s end drove away darkness. 6
OExactly. Youdre really catching
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OHow can a pl

ace be timeless?b6
OMagic, 6 she bl

o]

0

urted out, forcing he
0The answer t everything. o

o0Soren smart, the fire head bar ked.
She snorted andHreublsed t heir heads.
OWhat about that puppeteer? Maybe st

OProbably, 6 she said, touching his s
perienced that. o

Fearful, heél édmopuetd gwag.to be alive
brain zaps?5é6

0l explored outside and got zapped o
a hill, and | felt a connection at on
the encounter, omitting its ficbeewtoinadnar
his sdariyniestsy emanated | i ke a sickness

0The magic is incomprehensible. d Mo
thankenpyogh for what you did in saving

0OYoudre welcome. | 6m happy to have t
his interest in the star and stone sy
castl e, t he book, and my bedroom?é

0l 6d |l ove to expl orfewaihte, browtk lainkde ytc

Despite their oppositédvpebeemalai tgio®s
back in Nightwind. Perhaps mor e.

O0Sure. You may touch é only the book

Face reddeni ngoThhies riusbnbdetd ahw kswaeradr .a t
Amused by hi 98Skhdsesh, Sbeesai tdp the ¢

T, T
X

\i Fala

Soren, and Skadni journeyed on

Saf f a,
He peer eddlharsownd.ce é even without men
ing like it. o

She waved her hanodlst dosutl,i kteo nwee 6whei nwsal
dr eam, a realm sculpted by a playful

t wist. o
He snickered oarodi rhaetk eheg@rerdyesni ng, d
Skadni |l apped pink water from a spar
oln my world, Soren, | dm the star.
|l i ke my worl d?6
0ltds é my oppositeac8ahfyad Curi ous
OAl lure | ies in surprise and astonis
Si asm. bEOMmMs go; expl ore. o
They ventured deeper.
A winged girl, d0sbaum,twethi géioft eatf
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near, one brow raised in apprehensi
your worl d?26
0l 6m not sure, 6 Saffa answered. 0

The creature bared pointyoWai aeetek
gry. o

She knew @Gdhiesmcatrieman:urmi schi ef . She
oVery well, little one, you may h
Right hand. ¢

oOWhat 2?6 Soren yelled, |l eaping bac
oWhat the Hells are you thinking, ¢
ol |Iike you, creator, 6 the girl s
oONo, sprite nice,6 the fiery head

concern.

A hpghched cackl @&s slaings ,f raamd t hlee g:
0By e, Soren!é6 Her voice trailed as
Saffa chortled so hard her stomac|
got emontei on from hi m.

0That creature was joking, I take
ol f she comes back | ater, wi | | y 0
starve?b6

OYoudre ridiculous, 6 he said, tho

They soon reached an expansi ve, I
mirror, cdpteivedgi hg phVett e.

OUnbelievable, 6 he said, gazing uj
have put him at ease. More would foc
oYes, 6 she said, eyes | ost in the
Beside the | akehuea meadesw sdfr emnelhi
pl ants, swaying without wind. His g

Nearby bushes rustl ed. The dog gr
mout hs spreading t reveal el ement s

0

oDanger! o6 the fire head said.

She drew her swodklolwd thoai tmeama.ld i
The pair complied.

She neared the bushes, where a hi:
0Something just fled. We must mak:¢

it returns. o

oWill protect you!od
0Good dog. 6 The running trio soon
stone path to the castle. At the p
behind.

oSaf f a, you did that?6

OMaybe, 6 she said, nudging his ar|
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He dodged.

ONo touch. | get it, 6 she remarked.

After following her into thegbasat
wi ndoWeu made these windows?90

0Sure did. Do you Ili ke them?6

0OTheydre beautiful . é

oWhy, thanks, 6 she said, appreciatiyv
ness, she asked, oWant to see a trick

He tilted his ®d8a@adl asg has blacgketd wdfk

oYour first joke, Soren! I &m so prot

The pup sat on her right side.

She drew her sword, hol ding it wi t h
|l ong ponytail fell down the same side
her sword. Wi th her most piercing gaz

0Saffa é6 he started with pink chee
isndt . How?od

She rai 9&/dbuadrker sw.aring. o

oWhat 2?6 he asked, |l i ke he might be o

She turned on her heels and doused
my st eroyL eatldisveg.o. 0

He | iAkneds sntee. | i ked him, the juxtapos
i ng.

Down the hall armnaomtd d cre, rtolyeal s ysmhb a li

0Does this mean anything to you, Sor

He touchedUnihtey .t eXlto.r y. Ni ght wi nd.

Ni ghtwind doesndt stir any memori es.
home. 6

0Yes, | felt the same way when | sav
reached for his hand to |l ead him up t

OPl ease, dondt touch me. 6

0Soren, | wondt steal your heat agai

0l dm not risking it. Dond6t touch. o6

nation with her.
Skadni whined, eyes big.
They wanted to mention his scent on
She gave a 9tSérhl|l hewad helhakepstairs t
0Just for the book. 6

0And heat stealing. 6
He gave ano&afidpedseirgbusl y?6
0l dm ki ddi ng, Soren. 6

0Good. 6
OMaybe. 6
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oUgh He | agged, wary eyes watching
After a quick stair climb, they ¢t
I nside, Skadni exploded with energy
oPl ay with new friend!o6 the heads
The fieryoPéadg woiathed,reball ?26

The icyoiNeadisaibal |l ! 6 Skadni boun

He panicked, fell over, and the d
scattering sparks and frost.

She | aughed, summoning an iceball
while their fire head mumbled in pr
fireball and threw it.

With that, she stood oveélCaa pr gmne
hand up?6¢6

He ignored it,obtadedliingeod his ow

0Soren,trlydmgj usot hel p. Can we trus
e difficult.o

0OYou make me nervous. Until we wun
prefer to keep my distance. But t he

The reqauitestnmwaasanonabl e.
She motioned tooffhat s nedtse nshdoed Ki . fd e
it

He sat 4dwcwmsthhenkelduehair, fingers b
it to the burned page with eight sy
0OThese are the symbols | sang abo
OHoowoul d | forget your performance
di r e cFtliaome., owi nd, hear tThisg alr g cék &ii &
wonder what did it.o

0l dondt know, é6 she said, even thc
A magi cal mi shap had burned iit. A f
magi c must have unleashed. Could it
made her shudder

0Stone é Star é060 he murmured, f1li]
i ty. He ruffled through more charr
the top.

She peeked over his shoulder, rea

along with some strange words and
excitement as she rubbed her haAds

big rock. How fun! Whatds this eart
0Can you not do that, please?b6
OWhat ?6

OLean over me. It makes me ner vou!

FI irtatious, she breathed in his
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oSaffalo

She |l eft his side to play with her ¢
0These are words of power. o
?

OFrom the title?6 she asked, shoot
and gobbled it up.

0Yes. This page shows spells of eart
bol at the top. O0This one is somethin
oWhat is it?6¢6

0OAnot her type of magic. Saffa, can |
0OYou dondét need my permission.o
0OTerratempus, 6 he intoned, al ternati
The 4 ontrones rippled |ike ocean wayv
bing upon t hem.

oOWhat in the realms!d she exclai med,
st oneHet ihlaedsnmagec her , however, he nee

moti ons.
Her pul se ¢
Hands sprea

ckened, charged by this

u
di mgMaguntu,t ah & iTmteo meod,k e x

i

[
through its pages.
OMi nmata, 6 he intoned, hands <cl aspir
I't returned to its original size anc
0l believe this is my book! o6 The roc
Weldueds he recognized it.
Skaddsniheads tilted, eyes full of ama
0Soren magic?06 the icy head asked.
oYes, he does! 6 She whistl ed. 0Sor e
room in a past I|ife and | eaving your
he must dve bfetemeiherrodbdydmemingdtry made
ol é | swear |1 6ve never been here. I
oSur e, Soren. 6 She advanced to his s

He smacked heMhahandsawhwppened?d6 he
each of his hands.

OYou harnessed the powers of stone a
itds unlocking your magic. 6

Hi s gaze oscil |l at e do Sheotnwee erne ptrhees elnd &
star é spirit.o

0Soren, mniskdiedidj sing as s
the ground shaking, your BDbyo
package! 6

0This thing needs a warning | abel . 0
bookds spine.

0Joke number two!dé she exclai med, e

sat (0]

he
komer aht |
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mi ssed thmayioaupeineal ity warping
For the first time, he | aughed.
She beamed, joy aboundi ng odalte thdesa rc
your book and our magic a test run
Hi s grin snapped into a frowayUn-an
wise to play with our magic without
in the first place, Saffa?o

She zipped behind hiomeamdpbkel Gohie
already here. Letds play. 6

He grow®whetdion is in order.dé6 Fight
scoot away in fufiybutychalLet gheotht
Arms f ol ded, she movedotMg kihaisi d
you to scoot. o6
Whi |l e scoodtli dg,n 6hte wsaanitd ,t o r emodel
She feigned a poudCaas thh¥ mdktveee dg otto wn
Whatds the point if you dondét, you
OExactly. | dond6t want to surpri se
0You could suck the fun out of a |
OHi | ari ous, Saffa. 6 He pursed his
wink. Youdre dangerous. And too cl c
Encouraged by his words, she grab
oJust one spell, Soren. For fun é& f
pl ayed with her ponytai
Hi s gaze |l ingered, heavy upon her.
neck and mouth 9ophead Saffampgt aeli or
must understand my magic first. o
Undeterred, she flicéedohker hadgdge
0See? Harmless. o
00Our magic, 6 he said, voice risini
derstanding. Stop with your reckl es
She admired him for standing up t
OWhen youdre ready to have fun anc
After hopping off the desk, she stoc
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OFire and earth magicite faripompdl ar
i Words of Power , Vol . |

CC

A Chapiter 4

FRICTION

affa slept on a plush couch, her 1|«
i on. 0SSk &ackrmids rested on her | ap, th

r oom.
Soren descemnSlefdf ¢ ,hearsa eypsu awake?6
Skaddsniheads | ifted, blinking away th

Her eyes flickered open€dni Shedr ybhbe
ti me reading?é6

ol read it all. We should discuss me
0The entire book?6d she asked, stret
are?bé6

O0No, many pages were burned beyond
and symbol s. ¢

OHow about | ess discussing and mor e
0l 6m ready to do magic in a control]l
OYes! 6 She stood, and the dog tumbl e
They rolled on their back, tongues c
0Stay put while we practice, 6 she toc
The fiery head whined, and the icy c
She entered the great hal l first, cO
spread, 0 Wehlec ssnaei dt, o0 my pl ayground! Let
twirling fingers, a brilliant firebal
He | eaned against daAred wealdhe &g oosfsfi.né
O0And sheds got more. 6 She winked at
other hand. As she lifted it, an icy
Prismatic |ightassdrwimndbws st af nadt ed

oSaf f a, we should plan this out. o
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OAfter warmups, 6 she said, rel eas
hot breat h, she blew it as a firest
with sparks, embers dribbling down.

ol admire your enthusiasm,d he sai
ods. 6

oYouol I |l ove these methods!déd She
the ceiling, glinting and twirling.

ONice spikes. You want to actual "

oWai t , Sorenfiot hereds one mor e

0oTerralus, 6 he intoned, waving hi:

The ground beneath her shifted up
spi kes dropped around her, shatteri

Surprised, delightedpedndafei gzyi
her hand, mat chi nogWhhaetr htaevnep eysotuu oduosn
Soren?o6

0Sorry, Saf f a, | di dnot mean to m;
0You made me f al/l on purpose. Loc
juggled her fireball. 0You want to
magi cal duel made her heart race.
ol think youb6ve got it backward. ¢
ing with your fire sounds | i ke a bas
She chucked her fireball at hi m.
OFi gupetra. 6

The floor answered his call, a pr
with a crash. Smoke drifted around
Encouraged by his magic, she adva
it. Wanting the ice hot, she snappe
I't splintered above him, raining
ol di dnot want a cold shower, 6 he
ously, stop. 6

o0Come on, Soren; you | ove shower:i
icicle, hooked her arm, and flung i
OVi sobex, 6 he intoned, clasping hi
A faint, translucent barrier appe:
gl ancing offffuhiwontdardiiesnten, wil.]l y

oOWhat ?6 Eager to test his new shi
It rebounded against his defenses,
snow found hi m, but a gap remained
said, circling.

oSaffal Stop!o

She unl eashed two narrow beams of
oDammit! 6 As he stormed out, hi s
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barrier above vanishing.

0Soren, 6 she said, feigning exasper.
stung, causing a pang of genuine remo
ONo! 6 he yelled from behind the wall
oWait!dé6 She ran after him. ol feel k
watching. o6 It would be because she pl
he saw it, buried feelings for her wo
ol f I wat ch, wi | | you | isten to me f

o0Only i f you watch the entire thing.
OFine. ¢

They both entered the hall agai n.
She took position at its akhiterwi lelxt
worth it. Come closer. ¢

With cautious steps, he neared.
0Stop right there. 6 She raised her
around hersel f. tShaen stfwoirrnmeedd ,t oa nfdi rhee,r h
as she snapped her fingers. A childl m
il luminated by her fire.

0Saffa, youdre quick; I 61 | give you
OLook out! 6 She threw a ball of ice
she missed.

He si dedsQue pcpked.but i naccurate. 6

She gave him one right in the | eg.
0OQuch. ¢

OWa toc hAr ms r ai si ng, ice sprayed from
dousing hlerWhdm eshw tsht apped away, the
pristine icy oTevwl iSad f@fd shemr ef rbentt.er t
the statuebds backside. o0Dondét you agr
0Sheds crafted é herself, 6 he said,
t ween admiration and irritation.

With the fog following her, she ambl
surface.

He stared at the icy statue, at t he
|l i ke a tidal wave, evident from his g
0Soren, while you admire me, |10l be
and ran out of the gréléds Balll ogneadi
feelings for me. I love it]!

Drawn to her icy figure, he reached
t uroeHer command over the el ements is i

amusement , |l eaving for her bedr oom.

W w7
\ A\
‘\.-‘ N |
O A& :
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Saffa | ay on her bed with Skadni
knock. Louder.
0Saffa. o6 His voice was muffled be
rate. o
0l dm sl eeping, 6 she said, unabl e f
0Sl eep talking and | aughing. Yet
Laughs burst out. She hopped up,

l ocked it, tdBoolyadanked it open.

He startled bacdkSadrnd,s yowkdrhei sa hve e
just discovered my magi c. Can we g
that are complicated, and | want yoa

O0Ask nicely. 6

oPl ease, 6 he said, arms folding.

0OYoubre so polite,6 she said, gri
pl ayf ul pat on his robed shoul der .

0Touch? Yes. No. Me . 6

She snickered at his flustered de
antics.
0Skadni come?06 the fiery head ask:
0Stay there. | dondét want you get:
The 0dodeads drooped.
They returned to he great hall
0

t
OYou didndt need t show of fg.azYeaodu

upon her icy copy, chuckling. O0Ther
She jogged to her icy statue, not.
up.
Back at his side, shelhatnkesd fiomr rnya
ment. Now show me what you can do. ¢
He | ed hedstonthwefuoomture: a woOC«
gol den gobl et on top. OPortitas, 6
No effect.
OMoving with your mind? | have a

confidence for their short time tog
oLetds hear it.o
0l 6ve noticed you hesitate someti
brief fight earlier, your magic wor
ol di dndét think t dd adatmmack $ ust re.
t h

OExactly! Try it is time.o

0So, just do; dono6t think?5¢6

oYes, Soren. I believe in you. Bu:
damn goblet | ike I know you can. 6

OPortitas. o6 With a sl ow hand mot i ¢
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0OThere it is!o

0l appreciate your confidence i n me.
ONo problem. What other magic do yol
o0Can you | ight the candle for me?6
the tabl e.

ol got iit,o06 she said, pinching the v
OFormagni, 6 he intoned, using his ha
a bird, a fl ower, a dragon.

OYou can manipul ate fire?é
OApparently. o
I wonder inyf hoeVédhcaaan enhasnee ucvaenr you do?6

OMove some of these pebbl es, | t hi nk
0Dondt tsha$wkr en. Becaus@® | know you c
oPortitas. 6 Two pebbles rose from tfF
0Amazing. Try changing directions wi
He waved his hands | eft and right.

he | owered his hands @hlardlkcefdomheyoour
agement . 6

She would give mor e, but she al so w
wiggling, flurries appeared, but she
i nstead.

0l wonder wmani@lubBaawrohi taher chest
applications dancing through her mind

He | ooked away witadaShédshedmsekhinng me

obmomet héng el se.
OYou heard that?6

0l did. 1 dédve got good ears. 6
ORemind me to only think stuff 1ike
OMy ears are so good | can hear ever
the |ie. She forced a straight face.
all ow this, the other part thought it
0You can?b6

OYup. o6

0Guess |1 61ll watch my words é and t hi
An il lusion. 6

Wowdsheo trusting.

0Great idea. Never know when we migh
olllusral .6 With his slow hand moti
starlit night, with groups of twinkI:i
0Soren, 6 she sai d, taken by the sta

dondét you think?6
0ltds a cosmos with many astronomi ce
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Hi s words made her o0osYgpowi sshuyr ewakrnno wi r

to me, 6 she said, nearing him.
0OYou |l ike those words?5¢6

oVery much, Soren. 6

He caught her eyes, head tilting

the first tioSafTaul yhesei cgnbeérl |
She put a hand on his shoulo&denmy sl

Ni ght windds nights, I suspect. 6
When he glanced at her hand, she |
0Sorry. o6

OLooks | ike only skin touch drain
vani shed.

Hés | oosening up. Yes!

0l wonder what our home is |like, o
olt is. Mortemir admitted such. 6 ¢
control her fire, they could do a j
but much | arger.

0Soren, 6 she said, firebwanos pdaonyi |
my fire noow. Am | right?

He took two giant steps backgl thdss
warm, even from here. o6

oCome near, Soren. Feel my fireds
He shuffled nearer, hol ding one h:
campbHot. Whatodés it feel | ike to yo
0Just a tingle, nothing more. 6
OMaybe wie shoul d

She combined her hands, making a |
hall in bright crimson.

He jumped bht&s @aaihgt bigger no\
OYdunkye fi metcdYmove it. Use For mag!

gantic dragon. fNo thhaivneg cwoiniplléegtbet weboonr
He moved cl| os@kray,0 Safef ad,obrhe said

try. Formagni . 6 He scul pted with hi
The fire expanded, hissing, growi |
oltés wonderful,é6 she said, her h
el ements. OYou must make it fly arc
0This is quite interesting. o6 He |

cended sl owly.
oMake it fly! o
As he raised his ar ms, the dragon
She ejected fire from her pal ms,
dri pping swathsolofl dve equr tcrge a&twi d re
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With his moving arms,d3 totfhemw diede nc

fire. 1tds big enough. ¢

But shét coohdain her energy, nor di
her heart to her hands, -girwiwi nfg abneeatshtr
ran to hethecyoemasueenhner . oOoMake it

for a finale. o
The dragon circled high above as he
motions wid®nehifsi rhalned sifisl ednoonubgth waonrt tt

you. o
She shoved her flaming fingers into
her throat and lungs.

Brow cr easoeYdo,u haet ea sék eydoour fire?a
She pulled her handldutyoandhaveadedr

basically immune to fidedd Everything
OEvidence works for me. Here goes. 0
dragon flew to the ceiling above her.
oDrop it on me, 6 she said, | ooking
arms toward hi m, beckoning with her h
0Dond6t move your arms | ike that! 6 h
face. As he did, the dragon dove towa
0Soren! 6 she yelled, waving her ar m
oORun! o
Eyes bulging,0hehead.sddareedlrigonback
the wall. 1t slammed into the stone b
fl aming explosion rebounded. Smoke bi
rolling, robes burning.
ONo! 6 she cried in horror, sprintincg
Patches of flame crackled throughout

head furrowed as he d&GTahi su.p Wansd. WA .p eMi
Troubled by his smolderidlg werbte sov &

board. 6 She extended her hand. oLet m

0Thank you, but no, 6 he said, stand
oDammit, we need to slow everything d
coul ddvewbeer. liuch

Mouth a frumpy frown, she | ooked at
resurrection.

He ti |l t edl dhm ss ohrerayd .f or whatever | S
Should | | eave?6

She thtadenxpected him to apologize, gi
Hi s car e, uni que magi c, fire control

or worries about the accident vani sh.
She |ifted her head. A predatory hur
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soft, handsome f ace. Above all, for
touch him. Touch for a |l ong ti me.
o0On the contrary. Stay.o

o0Why?o0

0Because your magic and mind are
ard. The way fiosehamtdSheed deyn gl ed he

He sl id along t he warllhlanksshi fStayf,f aa \
covered up his emotions with more v
OFuck. Dammit, 6 she muttered.
oSaffa?6 he asked while peeking ali
She rolled her eyes, annoyed with
0OSkadni incoming!dé6 he said, runni |
The hound dashed down the hall way
ning in place for a moment with pa
ran in, their icy head snarling, ey
Battle instincts tooKhevemehb?86he
0Scent outside! 6 The pup raced ou:
0Skadni , stop! 6 she yell ed, her a
hind!o
@ x4 I

The | ate afternoon sky presented c
merged with coral s, while emerald
ball et .

Af ter bvmidinddghehowlog for a few hou
t opogiraapvhayst | ake bordered by a fie
0ltds close, 6 the dogds heads sai

o0Skadni, stay far away until | cal
The dog retreated.

Her senses homed in on the col orf
thrill of i mminent cdrmferl erdt atnitarci lpr
oSaffa, 6 Soren started, squinting.

Saffa sheathed her sw&Ged, bedaany mn
He wal ked backward and took posit]
The grass flattened.

She poiTheee! 6

OFigupetra, 6 he intoned, hand ri s

Earth assembled into a wall in fr
from nowhere dismantled his wal/l

She | aunched fireballs and i1ice bl
They detonated, momentarily reveal.

The thing hissed.
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She waved her ar m, unl eashing a wid
their sl it heurairmdg emweomyhiaf fwi th expl os
smoke cl ouds.

oOMi ttsilex, 6 Soren intoned, hands

i

The earth birthed jagged, stony pro
| aunchediirnclae.seSmime gl anced off a har

oltés armored!dé He scul pted his hanc

The ground rumbl ed, an earthen gol e
deci mated it.

OMy magicbs ineffective, Saffa. Do Yy

Confident in an ultimate attack, I i
twin cones of snow, shooting them at
scales, but the creature slithered aw
stor m.

00dd. 6 Hands | owering, she ceased h
into a pinpoint ray would pierce it.

She swept her ar m, unl eashing a fie
unseen entity, it merely rebounded, t

The ®beasési stance baffled her. | f h
mi ght .

She drew her sword, steeling herself

O0Fi gdvaestmriaa t or , 6 Soren intoned, ma Kk i

The earth coughed up a mas sdisv ehirsosckn,
With a | oud smash, the boulder fell a

0Soren, we need something el se! d She
and swung her bl ade. I't swished throu

A roar sounded, then Soren fl ew, | al
struck his 1| egs. He writhed, screamin

She sprinted toward him, desperate t

An i nsidious force ensnared her , coO
grabbed her. A sudden, harsh squeeze
a nasty crack. Sharp pain seared thro
the silence.

l'ts grip |l oosened, and she fell i n
el bow, hurting far worse than it | ook

Somet hing hard bashed her broken ar
nerves, the bone jetting out farther.

I'n this brief silencé,armdley ziemd,i zleidk
before its killing strike.

OEnough of your games! 6 Her fog sholt
from her | eft hand, wrapping the batt
ing a translucent serpentine silhouet
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of dusk as it slithered toward Sor e
She wanted it i mmobilobzediom ¢$hd&e
0Soren, itds heading your way! Ca
Drawing deep breaths while thrust
oCarcterra. o6

Wall s of earth formed around the
sol i didfdyiitngnal | ayer s. He | i mped t
streaking his face.

It roared, thrashing and cracking

Near theodosafgenaboCancterra spell
el |

—h

oSaf f a, t hat 0s al | |l 6ve got What
OFire and brimstone! é Dark anger f
a painful shout, an inferno bl azincg
cage. She clasped her hands, and it
into magmaouflkd rumbled. Fissures ex
ceased.

0Saffa, youdre making a volcano!
Fear pushed h&eGetf i ®away,r afyer ars!i d e .
An eruption of magma, combined wit
him. He screamed.

Mol ten boul ders hurled out, al ong
screeched away into darkness, | eavi
A bl ob of magma struck her face.

flicked off the | ava, smelling deli
She found Soren andoWhapedhaveumnnid
He | ay motionless, marred by burn:
Desperation well edo®otdnn hém Rker
A final breath rasped from his | i
ONo, Soren é please, no. 6 Eyes gl
worl d, oOoHelp me help him.&é Maybe he
A faint whimpering replied.

An instinctive impulse took over.

good ar m, bringing him close. Pri mi
singed forehead. Heat rushed to her

fati ghuiengvehegr down.
Eyelids flutteringSaddm, tmwhsatbrde a:

0l 6m not sure, 6 she admitted. 0Th
regroup with Skadni .o
Arms overdensehanobtdhes, they made

dog.
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Under a sky of dard&s rgme mtbhloav drn @gdklIsi,naq
night air. On opposite sides, Saffa a
by dancing fl ames. Skadni s fiery he:
whined.

Di stur beds biynjSwrrieens and the power ful
haglone wrong. Il ndi vi dual magic displ a
magic dangerous again. Maybe his caut
oSaffa, 6 he said sharply, his irrit:
make a volcano? | almost died, and th
O0Your earth barrier was failing, d sh

to do something. ¢
He raised hi soTaurrmmsi ntgo nyh ec asgied eisn.t 0o €
ousl y?6

OWe needed to kill the beast before
OWrong! Strategy aimdf¢ekYeoaub onreaetd ocno, n
avoid this kind of cold ateral damage,
0l didndot filigauugi d hewWdrhgpwyaur hand
Head shaking, a | owogdgiroawlp ori nmtelde d/ oiul
meSabf He waved his arms. oO0OYour gestur.

O0But youSosruerimeicvwaid,e of my rag iwe lacnadme
OYoiursbuncéeéd t he fHewidcse!out of me
She pointed at him with a dli.err dve.

The. Creature. Away! Be grateful, and
OFuck you, Saff a, and fuck this! & he
dar kness.

The intensity of his outburst made I
tl e, sweet Soren had | ost control . Sh
emoti on, but not |l i ke this.

Skadni whinedNopacighg , @dr ohedi cy heac
OMake Skadni sad, 6 the fiery head ac
0Come here. o6

The dog trotted to her.

She rubbedodHd@s rbe@emusse. reserved an,

ti me together. | pushed him over the
0Talk to him,6 the icy head said. O F
OYoudre the sane one her e, Skadni . |
Saffa sat by the fire, frustrated and
ment , she hoped they could sort this
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0Soren! 6 she called out, failing -
Bushes rust |l edl 6 mngorhrey .edmer ged.
0So am | .6 She paused before noti
He shrouNgogedi.t s too dar k. My out bt
you I|ike dirt. Our argument is my f
She relaxadattamé&r ybust Soren. | f you
it.d6 She still wanted to puhchkesome
OHow did you turn off your anger sc
0l didndt want it anymore, so | g
She snolckkmrjeelal ous of your superpc
0lt might be the only thing I dm b
OYoubre probably right. o
0l guess humility is your superpo
0So is your sense of humor. o6 She \
0OAh. A joke. 6
Tightness easoelddnm ns orery finfiudsr c Weusrnndit n
tent . o
A | ong, heavy brébat Rnewcapedt ht § m

cate so | know what to expect. I 61 |
0Sure. But we also need urgency. o
He rubbed hieFbhighatgr wanhage yol
us today. We shouldndt rely on it. ¢
oOWedl | be better prepared next ti

She examined her right ar m, the bo
numbing effect keeping the pain awas
OWhy aren6t you screaming in pain
0ltéds numb é and | 6m guessing thi:
O0Pr obafbyloyu dnroet obvi ously a fighter.
They tendeddst owoeauancdhs , otbhaenrdagi ng u |
cloth from his robe.
0l can help your burns with my fr
heat, 6 Saffa promised.
He nodded whil edwhdmpwoi nlg imeprai g

She spread his robe gently, touch
fingertips, alternated wi toh warsrht h .|
with skin contact, |l eaving her than
random; she wondered what had trigg

The Buhasshness | essened, mel di ng
purple bruises faded under her touc

0Saffa, your touch is amazing. Th

OHappy to help. 6 She yawned, achir
with a white circle and smaller bl vy
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He gl anced dowhnMa gtihce ns ysntbrou gsg edl. gue:¢

remember. Maybe | was in a wizardsdo g
ONerd. 6 The jest broke tension and s
to his mind. And those damn eyes. The
0Good one, Saff a. I suppose | am. 6
With his help, she placed her fract
her Obsodiyumbi ng effect. Her sore muscl
while its |ight emphasized their wear
OWish I could heal wounds I|like you.
oDondét apologize. Youdve done enouglht
oSaf f a, l'ick arm, 6 the dogbs heads s
When she attempted to roeOQmolvée Ptahien ssltie
through her. OMaybe tomorrow. 6
The 0dodheads drooped, and they sett]l
ol f we encounter the beast agai n, 0
on our individual powers. We need str
ol f I control my volcano a |little m
incident. o
OYoudbre missing the point. We need
otherdéds strengths and weaknesses and
way forward. Can you put your brashne
O0Training with you? Sounds fun. 6 The
0Serious training, Saff a. We start 1
more wood, but it went out. o0Got any

OLetds see. 6 She drew deep from witdet
ing the fire.

They settled on opposite ends of the
with the whispems dadfanliceav&kaamd thekfe

fore nestling into her with a content
oSaffa?béd
0Yes, Soren?bo6
ol f I ever treat you I|like that agair
ol ol I never hurt you again, Soren.
morrow. 0
He s niocTkheerreedd.l | be plenty of that. o6

She somGdod.. o6

A myriadi bé& WowfFs and fluttering win
He sat wup, oMaybegwerseshwdl d sl eep in
ol Il ove it out here. As a rule, 1|etd@
OWhat i f the beast attacks again?bd

Ol Om he faster runner , so itoll pr c

t
oOHha. o
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ass i f it gets any\

ol dll Kkick ts
fa. Good night. Sweet

i
0Thanks, Saf
ORest well . 6
Despite her broken tagant, Isdire Iriemiati

new challenges, with somedfunt embd g
and his persistent drive for progr
insight, fatigue, and amusement i n
The night worésogentheicadampéilel
ber . Sl eep came, vi sions of the nex

of growth and newfound understandin

scious.
Together, we can rip through the -

OWith enough creativity and Akih,e aplol
sibilities are infinite
i Words of Power , Vol . |

CC

i Chapiter 5

SPARK

ainbow dawn painted tolpdiary faud mp
roused Saffa from her sl umber. :

ti cal skyds soft embr ace, stret
OMy arm!é No trace of any injurie
her arm, which she extended out, st
Mortemir had mé&stheakdndg hpsope¢nmrtie
the fire, stil |l mildly bruised.
The bastard |ied. What a shock. M

His gaze fixed omSkhdrf aar mouey @as mwi
thing?é
OMaybe, 6 she said coyly, showing |
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Arms behind his back,olUdrebeail &eabloe ed
Skadni tildArdmthhetitrerh2aMse .l i ck?6
She took o%eres,| iywyguoddn | ick. 6

The dog bdumdkddh go vheerr, arm with zeal
away .

oSaff a, maybe youdre joined to your
ol know, Soren, 6 she said, giving h
descended from | egendary healing c¢crea
spring of magic in me wedve yet to di
His gaze |Iingered on her flexed ar m.
Hés hot for MmMesindec!| ¢he bontokise s thiend.
time in Nightwind practicing spell s,

sique. His intellect aroused her. She
staring into his drhaarmy agy @s. hTehi s ofra
She indulged him by patting her bic
hand. A wisp of flame emerged, and sh
face.

A slow breathhYescdpadehi oflfi phe bea:
so 10611 humor your healing |l egend for

0OThank you, 6 shehesaaitde,d gcloarmefnotr, hsiesn s
ings in his walls.

They wandered into the adjacent me a
grastadew.

oSaffa, | crafted a detailed regi mer
Sshould only take about thirty minutes
OLet 6s just spar ; t est our l i mi t s, 1
mad, | aunching fire and ice blasts at
OFi gupetral!éd

A protective earthen wall sprang up
OAnd the chaos resumes. 0

With wild abandon and | aughter, she
projectiles crashing into his barrier
0Saffa!déd he yelled, hands out. O0Stor
0l guess, 6 she said, flicking an i ce
magi c? Sounds | ike a recipe for disas
OHopefully, no disasters.isKFiowdgty .t Mar
for it to rise. Figupetra.o

The earth rose, forming a similar st
She shot small flames from her hands
his barrier.

As he moti oned hi s hands, t he mi Xt

0Smack it with your sword. 6
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She reached back, drew it wound
|l eaving a slight scratch.

OWoah! Soren, wedve turned dirt i
He nodded and 0tSau dHedvairtm. g emrtolbya.b |
thing breaks through, itadll]l get bur
OWhat ds next?6 she asked, mind bu
training.

oOLetds try another spell with vyol
Ready?6

Eyes focusing on the grm@mdt twhee e
counted.

oCarcterra. o6 With his raised hand:
chuffmla$s !l ing down angled portions of
sprayed fhraonmd,hhecroaafifng his creati on
tions of the rainbow grass and thei

of f, smalllyiinge shards f
0Slick, Soren. And strong. | f we
0ltds an icy fortress. Could be v

to use on your sword. 6

0OYou measnwa@rhd s é

He c h wcerkeldsator d. Hol d it out .

She wandered over and held it tow
OMagmuta.é6 His hands parted, and
manageable. oOLooks more |like a gre
through the first barrier we made?¢
She drove her bl ade through, pul I
shout, cutting it in half. Earth pi
She metoYows leiyls.watching me cut ¢
OYoubre strong, 6 he said with adnm
youdve been using a sword since yold
She twirled the weapon in her han
each graceful movemenotYopuarwa notf nheert
with it now?bd

0OYou could murder me with a swing
He indulged her need to spar for
and defender; him fighting off her
rocky attacks awadys. sBayclhe ,b| ecaoronreddi ntat
in har mony.

Days Dblurred, creativity flouri she
combined into synergized power . Thi
her overwhel ming hunger for his hee

theori hédei di end gf rom bl ood | oss.
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Af ter one intense session, they <caugh
skins.

o0oThat was fun!é Saffa said.

Soren grinned, mawWebregchket aéent fus mg
been considering something. | want to

oWhat, |l i ke a moving target?56

oOYes. I 61 1 need to attack you to proc

0Being covered in your magic? Sounds

OVi sobex,d he intoned, hands clasped
shi mmer ed. He threw a rock, hitting
oDid | hurt you?bd

OAI'l good here, 6 she said with entht

With habkf eadfday, he perfected the s
forming a protective spher of force.
t hrown boul der s, and even his cl umsy
magic, she feltl dinfsalolppwéed ehars &wher s h

0l know youdve been itching to attac

then escal ate. 6
OYoudve noticed?6

oOHard not to. Visobex. 6 Fingers | ock
ened. A Il uminous shield encased!| di m,
Hands forward, she sent delicate fl u

his shield.

O0Try something bigger. o

0As you command. 6 With strong overh
iceball s.

They struck his shield and expl oded.
OMore! o

She nodded in determination, conjuri
glistening with spectral hues from th
Il ce exploded against his shield. |t
faintly.

oOLook at that, Saffa. Despite your n
gave it a valiant effort.o
With a flitting brow raise, she del i
to give him everything.

0l dm coming for you, Soren!dé Tongue
edge crawled up to the tip.

0Shit, 6 he said before mangling a Vi

She sprinted, | eaped high, swung F
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snowstor m, shattering his barrier i

Bl asted baclenkeat helal snbwdired t . (
remained visible.

Her | aughter rang out. She gave h
grdo@ops. 6

0 Wo w, Saffa, thatoés col d. Much as
pecially yours, could you help me

She gave him a wink, stepping up
extended her wadrdmthla&krdds hemmopiHreg dh a ,
from the snow but released him quic
desperately, but didndét want to hur

He shook off the snow, dThankts , r &
he said, shivering.

0Soren, youdre freezing.6 She not

Mouth squirming, he gl anced Yatudhe
warm é and | 6m col d?6

Hés so shy and awkward, but dang

oYes, Soren, Il dm war m. Youodre fre

(
Teeth chattealiognng,s chec onlodd.d eRil.ease
energy emanated from hi m.
She took his hand, pleading with

his scant heat surged to her, grant
strength.

oDammit, not again!dé6 she cried ou:
ankles, pulling him toward the gr as

He | ay unconscious.

0And | put him to sleep.d6 Her sh

OWhat ds wrong with me?6
0Soren okay, 6 Skadni és fiery head
ONworry, Saffa, o6 the icy head yap,]
0This fucking sucks. I dondt want
him over her shoulders, she carried

iy 7

One week passed. The

sky shodnse twiatih
its light glistening off Dbl ades of
oSaf f a, wedve achieved much today.
ter its invisibility.o
OWhere did it come from?d6é she ask:
OFrom my book, I | earned some ent
to your world while it was stild!@l f C

OWhen the black horizon stildl e xi
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and speed are dangerous. What do you
OVi s-Mbemata should disrupt its invis
chall enge. I need you to reveal the &
scuring our vVvision. Suggestions?§¢
oWhat if we could see it, and | cou
OHow?O6
OFire emanates heat. 106l create a h
ing the air. I 611 feel it through my
0l ngenious! While you concentrat e,

der nightdéds shroud, they practiced. S
with Figupetra and c éeMilnanmadiang Shthar rsii et
creatume®s smbyetossing embers througl

reaction ti mes. Their initial attempt

i mproved. They stayed up alll night.
0Sor en, | have a random idea. 6
oOWhat ?6
oLetds make a whip. Could be useful
OFor pPaogrntii t as should be helpful. Let

to one of the twisted rainbow trees.
olHtldrt, 6 she said, shooting a fl ame
He cast his spell, hands curling. B

toward hi m.
Frost howled urgently from her othe
she stopped her fire.

0Sorry, Soren. Do you wish to contir
0Thanks to your fast refl exes, Il Om
Proud of him for persevering, she ej
This ti me, his spel]l caused the whip
di ssol ving. Her nose detected the sce
0This was great, Saff a, we did it!éo
She held her hand out, hoping he wolu
ol want to give you a pat. | really

oUnderstandable. Want to try grabbir

OLetidts. d@ o

After four attempts, they hurled it

oWel I , Sor en, since you played with

He | aogbwdabout we try your ice magi

0l see what ydudkredwhayi ng cbvéowred yo
waint édgai n.

oWait, Aimo, [ just

A grin adorned her Il i ps, hefFosmrawst C
calls for a blizzard. Chance of frost
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oSaf f a, no snowstorms, 6 he said, |
Unable to resist, she shot snow i |
He r an.

She sprinted after, shooting snow
While |l ooking back, he tripped ani
At his side, she waved her ar ms.

|l eaving a small exit. I nside the di
He shivered and stood, hBivse gauzees sle

0l dm astoni shed at your magicds s
feel it?06

Hi nts of col d corNecetp esddo omuweah ,h eS o rsek
break and relax in here?b¢6

ol dd Ii ke that. Can you warm the
She nodded, ejecting heat from he
bl ast to keep it from melting.

He sat, his 0Feraek as gowhls indiwng . A br e
ask you a question?é¢

She sat oppositeSthrien d n the struc:
0l dve been thinking about how we

we must dvebysfiodueg hag asiindset a terri bl e

awakened something inside you, al |
What do you think?6

0l't sounds reasonabl e. |l dm sure w
there, weol |l be much better prepare
oOWhen we return, | hope our memor |
oWhat, Soren?b6

ORemember you. Does that weird yol
ONot at all, 6 she said, wanting t|
Skadni bolted inside and slid int:

ONew doghioauys elédad hseai d.
0Too cold, 6 the fire head disagr e

OHI , Skadni .6 She petted the pup
mout h. oMade it just for you.©6
OYour dog is adorable. ¢
Sadésabelly rubs made Skadni groan.
said he and | could rip through t he
and | can, though 1 dm not sure how.

often, bhappenéddndgds

He rubbed his chi noTawma trhecsugehdt s.t G
cumul ative ¢é& after a ti me, our ma g i
oLi ke pressure building, waiting
His cheeksoThat @sl riegidlter . The secon
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magi c. Di fferent spells from me, undi
thing else. o

o0l wonder what it might be, 6 she sai

They brainstormed for hours while s
igloo and returned to their camp by t
and gold, casting mesmerizing hues or
usual spott ywdt shofti rae fpireball , i gni f
on her |l egs. Soren slept on the oppos
barrier between them.

She peeked around and observed him e
boyish yet rugged face. Peacef ul anec
strength and tenderness. Kind, shy ge
pafiasdar k, p,asasnido matceolsdi,descientific ¢
to achieve his goals or gain power . E
cape her worl d.

Passion and science. A magi cal and
just Ii ke their training sessions.

0Skadni , 6 she whispered. ol t hi nk Sc
|l ove to escape this place. This is th
such a manner, but Siarnan & miimdd hvearsk e
I f sometnhedn gi nasniackkee her, per haps sex wi
escape. Wi th Soren, i nt er did thres @ dveau lod
heated her insides. She hated nor mal
here?96

0Soren | oves Saffa, 6 Skadni ds heads
tummy. oO0ln his beautiful way. 6

olt came out a I|little in the igloo,
wal l s. 6

oYou |l ove him?é6

ol do, Skadni . |l tds obvious we wer e
just how to unleash him, and soon dri
Four days | ater, as night descended o
the realization of passion and magi c

Skaddsniheads snored by the fire.

Soren swiped his brow, flioaghatg wwses
guite a workout. Your fire and ice ar

She flipped her flowing | ocWsatbveanh
| say? I tdés |i ke breathing. And your
heat had fl ared yesterday, accompani e
you something?¢6
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oSur e, Saff a, go ahead. ¢

0l have this hunger inside me é f
you, but itds something | candt con
I feel sick.Oo

0l dm sorry you®Gre unwelll . Do you ¢
0l get stronger. The sickiess dgo g :
feel about that?é

OFrightened, 6 he admitted, hi s ema
feel better, I 61 1 do it. Take what
OAre you sure?b6

0l dm sure. Try to be gentle?b6

ol will,é6 she said, standing and
comforting heat enveloped her, elic
oOw. 6

0Should I stop?6

OWhen you é feel better. 6

Despite his painful squirms and g
nausea abated, she | et go, her skir
0ls it making you ill again?6
0Just a second, 6 he said, rotatin

Her chest tightenedgShintd. slhehsrnttom

i sndét okay. o
After spittovgahheThatedaheunpl eat
ter?06
ol feel so good, Iike | could tak:
0lt was worth it, then. Can you g
Their previous snow incidlntamadgo
weeks. O
0The |l onger you can wait, the bet:
0Thanks. |l wish there was another
OMe, too. Can we discuss the book
ol remember, 6 she said, returning

ri sing.©o

He snioclktebrsedabout the eight symbol
0Go on, wise one,6 she said, hopi
The chance to hear him give a nerdy
to her <core.

The firelight illuminated his fac:
OMagic is vast and intricate, repr
fl ame, wi nd, heart , star, rai n, st

She knew t he s yonbbooma i nnasnPe sS oa, | rietaddsy
Will there be a test?6
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0O0Obviously. Now Ilisten carefully. o
OWas that a joke?b0

OMaybe. 6

oOYour third joke! |l &m so proud of yo
ol ol 1 be here all night .6 With a sti
fireds light, etching eight symbol s i
to understand an infinitely complex wu
olnfinitely complex, I|like a mands mi
0l was just thinking the same é neve
life, star is spirit, rain is water,
0They sound | ike generalizations. 6
0OYes. Fire goes beyond fl ames. It er
cano you made. 6

OSucéx ploosmbveéati on.

O0Your word choice isndét funny. 6
oOWhat word?2ad

OFr onbotohké | earned magic is conjured
power, ordsspreel.lés. That

She twiddled h&Po riMaggnest se,0risn téo rdierl g ,b
bing each word.
ol Pé6sMagmstnaot whatever jumble that
mains and styled6tombhaagebitth. You ca
0Soren the Serious, 6 she said, sti fl
nance. ca¥eudr e
0And ylard feula

0l candt cast spell s?6

ONo, just like | candét use thought a
way magic is conjured. o

oWel I , thatds a bummer . | want to ca
0Sorry, Saffa, itds | ustmatghe .wdy thhir
whet her you I|Iike it or not. Like your
narrower but more unigqgue uses compare
fluid. Controlling and guidingdmagic
in different ways. Mine are more intr

OWhat are words of power ?6
OWor ds of magic chosen by deities,

vocalized by a mage, they bring forth
greater effects, but the ki strain in
more t har pieddisviodual

oOWhat happens if you combine ten wor
OA most gruesome death to the cast el

mains, starting with air. 't encapsul
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reshape and command t hem. For exan
showed his mastery over air magic. ¢
0l see. Mastery over domains i snot
required. ¢

OWith both, profound magic can be
rain symbols. o0Your fire and ice ar
namesake doaoimeaeiim,g yourzdeincregast ¢ro t he

She twirled a strand of her hair,
i ngRemember when | made fog in the

Qui et for a moment, he stared at

his i®m@Cemlkeisni.ng domains is second n
perfect for it No w, for stone and
real ity originates from the earth &
oSpirit? Like Mortemir?26

ONot quite. The spirit domain rep
verse. Visualize it |ike the spirit

OExpl ain. o
t

0l magi ne he uni verfsteh e sipiiar tpeigrzd tee

it. The spirit domain defines the s
the universe fights back, striving
oUniversal rules?96

oYes! o

0Such a cosmic tweaker €é you sure
0Give it up already. 6 He covered |
But her empathic abi hhtseatsawctih
creasedheiuri ngai ning, and especial/l
ONever, 6 she said, playing it cool
ONo, you wonot. 6

ol will.é6 She inched cl oser, her
0Stop that. o

oOWhat ?6

0Scoot back. Please. o

OWhy would | want to scoot away f
After a | ouddSosmeghho,w, he skaniodw, d dsrmai ¢
magic, as you say, my whole |ide. \
She scooted again

He stood, i fted hdQ@n ltog,t haite asretth
than rocks and dirt, itds all sol i
our bones. 1tds the art of sculptir
OQuite the grounded overview. Pebt

for me. o
0OYoudre full of jokes tonight. o
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Opting for a push oO¥Yohisteaohidegnske)

tivating that | candot help but have f
0OYou mean that?06

OAbsolutely, Soren. 0

ol | ike your compliments. é

0l dve got more if you want some. 0
0Sure, what el se?0

oYou have the most frostable robes ¢
A crack split t hraoolufghy chu swaenmto tti @ nfad
sometime, | might not get as mad. 0
Snow swirled throughnvhdgrat wiogglaicrcege pt
when you | Whasttd ® xtpleecetnaext domain?bé6

| 81l be watching you, Saffa. &6 He na
tds the | ife domain. Beyond birth o
encompasses all that gives and sus
ol f one masters the | ife domai n, cou
OWith sufficient skill and ki, yes.
boundaries that even magic candt trav
eradicate the soul . ¢

Eradi d”Aatheamatki wgr cher uneasy.

ol remember Nuwads magi c. Resurrecti
i mpassabl e boundaries?5d6

0The bani shment of a soul. Your sou
bring back. 6

0oltéds an inconceivable notion. Total
With a solemn nod, heThosntepdr ¢®ebhhe
domai n. Not just killing, but transf
trasting the | ife domain, itds a nece
feared, but equally intrinsic to exis
She took a deep breattCobhled bhoyanwh
ter death kill with a hand wave?§é
0Some might wield such power. Deat ht
with it. For me , itds about under st an
Saf f a onloododkesd .1 i ke wedre at the | ast
oKind of . I't represents the mind, er
consciousness, will power , even tel eki
oDiving deep within onefds psyche €& |
drils before | kicked his ass. o
0OYoudre strong, Saffa, and you harne
and vanqui shed hi m. Last thing: do vyo
book?46

OEight I ines connected to it, one fc
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oltodos the ki, or | i feforce, wi t hi

o0Our ki powers our magic?6

0OAnd our bodies. 6

oWedre all tapping into our ki, m

oOur ki is |Ilimited. Too much stra
i mportant. Sometimes not wusing magi

oWhat, no free ale?b6

His puzzled expression, foll owed
about taverns.

The crackling fire and distant nic
and sprites zoomed above |like firef

OMastering magic domains sounds | i
| aid out magicds enigma |ike a tex
on.

After a | oudAbought hdenism@aédal i gnme

0Class is dismissed for tonight, |

| i ke t hifs dge&ied sdomwery much. 0
oOoLesson over then. o6

Two days | atershiammeé hed mweirmdd gawk gk
st riiSpaebs agear | ay i n a giolpe.anShe ewd
as she hung from a purple tree brar

OThini neg! 6 she said, back bul ging,
chin over it They gave out, and s
New record! o

She found Soren staring at her fr
during her morning workouts.

OYoubre supposed to be practicing

with |ustiahehdrdmdscmend one bit,
showing her | ace. By this point, sh
it

OThini nyu pwu,l Saf f a. Unreal . Doubt |

Though not todbsed!| eakhkebhetd Sboehd
0Get over here and try.o
He stood and wal ked over.

o0Can | give you a boost?6¢
He nodded.
She |Ilifted him from under his ar m

O Swi t cuhn dteor haann d g ruipps, aScer erm.si @hi i «
Switching Hkirs phperdd $,heheé rraenc h.
OA Iittle wider, about your shoul
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He spread his hands apart.

0l 6m going to |l et go now, so hold ti

Hi s arms yanked straight as his body
he inched up.

0Youbve got this, Soren! Use your | €

He raised his knees, sl owl ydihdicrne!na

0Good job. Again.o

He | owered himself down. A hefty gr
l egs, his body swinging. Hi s chin nea
first, he fell

She bent her knees and caught hi m, h
i ssue. Their gazes met.

0Al most two, Soren,é6 she said, nudgi
think?6

A groan seepedTHhirsonbthrimnsi ndgrfoeaetl.i ng i

O0Youbve just got to get used to it,

oPerhaps |61 |l eave the might to yo
reddening. o0l should get back to my &

oWat ch me. l-u pdso nabrte mienxdt.. 6Si t

His blush deepenédhaskbe tuBbedjbysyv

0That iit?06 she asked, gaze firm on |
share his true feelings.

War mth fluttered in her chest, a cu
mai ned steady. Something with her emp

ol é lick you, Saffa.é

She covered hleur snobiund o wt aivmi daught e
ward remar k hilarious and endearing a

Eyes widening, fwal spoftucwmalkbi. mhg ahi a:
hi msel f. 0Sor en, you dumbass. 6

ol I'i ke dumbasses! 6 she called out.

0Shit,é he mumbled this time, sprint

Her | augher bounded. Teasing him st
sweet sincerity made her pause. She s
trees, her own heart fluttering now,
admi tteds hficsr fheeerl.i nhe knew it must h
such a thing.

Al'l quipotedemsdshlkeis. She needed to
and do a bit of senswual teasing with

I

hi dden passion out, for sure, and a
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0Some realms i ntersect ot her s. The
measures. 6
i The Known Real ms, Vol
CC

i Chapiter 6

STOKING

ne week passed. Saffa and Sorer
deeper into her world. Whimsic:

grew on many trees. They found
ated her belly, but the wurges for
oSaffa, |l etds chart your world. Di
0Sounds | ike a fun adventure hike
Skadni jumped up, pawsl anameh,e atdso

head asked.
Their icyYdhweadarsadame, fiery half.

0Skadni, you silly dog, 6 she said
OHow about this way, Soren?06 she
0Great idea. Letds see how far it
After some hiking, the dog al erte
where the sky wrapped to the ground
OWorl dés edge, 6 the icy head said
The fiery head stared with wide e
Her jets of flame reveal eeadMya wolril g
encased in a dome. 0

0ltés big. The bottom shape probal
Despite her attempts with sword ar

war pi ng bmaargriicer trheesi sted al l attack
He mar ked their path withobhfl|l eafiye
to this marker, wedll know your wor
After a short, gui et hi ke along t

sky, sharing gathered fruits with ¢
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their belly bulging.
Curious, sheHpwidéepd Wowhhe magma, d
ol dll tunnel down and see. | f magma
The fire head grabbed a blue stick.
The icy head snarled with jeal ousy.
A growling tug of war ensued.
0 S k afdsnhied |faduwghhaetdd s gotten into you?bd
0Guess their heads really waenitghtthat
percent change of winning. 6
She so8obpted, when did you get so fur
0Today?6
ol ol I say. Ready when you are. o
OFi gupetra. 6 As he raised his arms |
aside. After a short time, stdaomtwi sp
deep hole with magma at its bottom
oSaf f a, I have a theory. 6
00h?56

0The magma comes from your fiery per
Another joke!

Rain fell

OMy icy heart?é

oYou have a warm heart. o

Hers skipped two beats at his compli
She inched cbosbe, okenpwionglkBeting h

eyes wandered over her body, signalin
0Thank you, Soren. About that éo
0OYou need it again already?o6
O0Want mi ght be a better word. Il dm o
back. o
oWel I , have a go, and be gentle. 6
ol know youod6re doing this just for 1
his hand. Hi s warmth came to her, bri
0OQuch! 6 he yelled, face contorting.
0Just a little more, Soren. o6
o0Saffa é it hurts. o
She yanked her handi akwmagss sgorengt h r
He rushed to some nearby bushés and

contents.

0Soren, 6 she said, appabltedg. bCabhhe ¢
t hiong ?

ONo, 6 he said, wi ping his mout h, a |
0The first time you stole my heat e
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uncomfortabl e, but not hing awful as
ol dondét know. I feel hunger and
of willing, but nervous. Without me

o0Can we avoid doing this again un:
oSur e, Soren. 6

After he sealed the hole with ince
her .

She ate more fruits and collected
and | ay down. Skadni curled up agai

0l dm broken. Why does it keep hur

0You want hurt Soren?6 the fire h

oONo, definitely not. 6

ONot broken. Give time. Wait for

0OYoudbre right. | candt ask for it

ONi ght, Saffa, 6 their heads said.

Snuggl ed together, t hey fell asl e
The folbswjngrday remained silent,
ing and the otherworldly calls of p
around.

Skadni detected faint scents of ¢t
but the trail went <col d. Saffa assu
but she remained alert, just in cas

Twilight came, and they sat on op
bled to himself the entire day.

0Soren, 6 she sai d, shupfifingtit awia
want to talk?56

ONo, 6 he said, scurrying off i nto

OHe sad, 6 the icy head said.

The fiergBdeadsesana ,touch. o6

Her | ipsopbpufifedsadt .|l dve hurt him

0Saff a, no give up.©o

She sniffl ed.

The dog almbdlkidngvikeer, gl ossy eyes.

0Thanks, |l oyal bud. 6 She hugged t

0Skadni |l ove Saffa.o

Soren returnedhwstWwi Firkeawosbdus t hi

0Thanks for gathering. o

OYoudre welcome, 6 he said, arrang.i

OSure. 6 With melancholy in her ac:

it into the firewood with a | engthy
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over their campsite.

They settled in on theidrs dppedirtad i sir
to her | ike thick smofkeehe Ah ppeod ofuord
tomorrow.

\\ 7
S 2

& XA
Stomach grum bI|ng and mouth dry, Saff
juicy fruits from trees. Before Skadn
To her disappointment, Soren remained
sel f, egsutsetr dlaiyk.e When she attempted to
Sso she gave him space.
I'n the |l ate afternoon WesSkhaadki! és USrog esc
mar ked tree branch remained, showing
oSaffa, 6 he said, stepping in front
tal k. o
oOYoudre not a jerk,d she said, sensi
to Ilick me?6
oShit é that was fAidwkward. | meant toc
ol know you | ike me, Soren. 6
oYeah é 1 do. A |l ot.o
0Thanks for admitting it. I i ke yol
ness and tension floated away, repl ac
OFirst, I think |1 dve figured out yolu
OReal l y?6 she asked, eager to under s
oltdés pretty simple You have fire r
ages you to take it. The passive magi
from anyone you touch, enhancing your
ceress. Apa.®HBighter. Wh
A simpl e, | odgMackael s esxepnl saghaotddNhty 2y ou s a
OYoubre a battlemage. 0
0l 6m guessing itdsombamb®é who enjoys
0Or far away with ranged weapons. My
cialization. o

OYou saying | dm special ?56
He stared with his soft smil e, nt he :
mi ght and magic. 0

OWhat else is on your mind?6

ol havendt trusted your magic and,

unpl easant, but thatdés no excuse to n
apology. o

0l do. But | dondt bl ame you. I t &8s n

should ask your forgiveness. O
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oONo, friends take care of each ot |
0l dm going to assume you didno6t c
donét beat yourself up over it. o
0OYoubdre right; | woul d never do s
my full trust, Saffa. Sorry it took
ol appreciate this so much, 6 she

OAnything el se you want to talk abc
0l dve been countingtwd etplso u Oared hru

sixwinwe. To be exact. o
Heat hit her core with ©®Ove mcTommhéere
such exactness. 0Come again? How di

OMy obsessive brain. o6 He rubbed h
circumference?d6
Hés touching me!

oYes, pl easel! ¢
00Okay, | et me do some math. o6 I|-n t
two and performed division by siXx.
0Sounds reasonable. And you remov
OMakes it easier when you donh@b n
| eagues. Now, | etds figure out the
oPi. It means three. We need two
O0Yes, youbGre right. ltds just ovel
Dividing by six -tawa, naddedk arleiwsnea ki
six under it. oOoOYour wor l-tdMisr d alde aigu
sayahidvheene , given my estimates. Or
ol I'i ke the number si x. 't has ni
0So do € uh é does the number seve
he | ooked away.
0Soren good at maths, 6 the fiery |
oYeah, he is.6 She gazed at Soren
| i @But sevens have only straight 1
0Someone | met a few weeks ago. 6
0l see. You must |lick her a | ot?06
0l havendt | icked her é yet. o
Heat spreadoffThemnhghtchestyoung. 6
0Who whaws mi ght happen?d6 he said
is big. All of it came é from you
ol dondét think so. Surely, deitie:
to him. He remained steady. Her hee
Three days of counting, just for me
ol care about you, 6 he said, gi vi |
Happier than any time in her worl



68 Jef fer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . : Fury Feed

her body.

She rubbéd&olirs hhgc kvar ms my heart, So
oSafiia@dgently gréadbbedcdotwerf epbnygtadiel i
arms. o

oLetds head back to the | ake, 6 she v
Skadni l ed them on a trek back.

@ x5 &7
Saffa and Soren sat on adjacent | ogs
of blue and gold, I|it thebs Hanoesngof
A river gurgled, |l eading into the | a
tongues out .
oSaff a, may | ask you out on a dat e~
OA datsehe asked, standing, her heart
a steady burn for him. ol guess Soren
some games. Have you ever played hopp
oWish | knew, 6 he said, raising his
She bit bdaNK, |saiulglhyt,ert.hat és harpy ho
to the watero6s edge, its surface a be
to pick up a flat stone, running her
now, 6 she saAtd,a gpeamfce mtg drmaglke, she t|
over the | akeds surface, creating tin
here and try. 6
He hurried over, and she handed him
but his stone fell into the water nea
oYeah é awkward. ¢
oYou are not, o6 she said, grabbing a
more sideways. 6 Using ice magic and d
ered into the darkness.
OHow many skips did it make?56
00One million. o6
0l wouldndét doubt it. Did you say me
OMaybe, 6 she said, bumping into i m.
He grinned, sobo¥odiéerndg hleitsaltgirlocund. one
0OAnd youdre the smart one. 0
oSaff a, [ know how smart you are, de
OYoudbre sweet. 6
With a graceful hand twirl, she sumr
bl owing the mist into his smiling fac
oYour breath Bimeél sl td&kenwcateér 0s
O0And yours tastes |ike a garden full
When he maldiep at iroww, she raised her
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clasping and holding it with his cc
She sensed hiWanttri higgtr. c@anlf mmeesnsc.e ¢
for safe and pleasant touch.

Ni ght deepened, their campfire cr
by the fire, patting the ground nea
on her shoul der. With her guiding

weavi nogf taanlceisent | egends and mythic
nating tale.

0See that one?6 she asked, tracin
Sorendor the Frostfire Wyrm. A magn
and frosty belly. Fierce yet |l oyal
Most engmve up without fighting, foc
0Sorendor the Frostfire Wyrm? | 06m
beast after me. 6 He sighed, | ooking
0SomMmemé | ifted hiidyolwidm ewimult ha mb i
and scales. The most power ful creat

ONow youdre being sweet. 6

OYoubre more capable than you real
candét match this!o6 Twirling her fin
her hand, forming a fiery bird. She
it, mtpmisgl eqg.

He |1 aughed, shakingo hh at thse ardo twhfi &

fireds your thing. How about this?:q
whi spering, 0Golecrea.o6 A small, ea
a miniature golem. |t mar chted vaakoeu,r
fore jumping on her | eg and crumbl i

0Show off. 6 She flourished her fi
ready for a proper game?d She shot

into the exotic woodland. OHide ano
Several ti mes, he got cl ose, but =
her bounding | aughter. She created
she allowed him to find her, she sa
ing wieepedha&nd | anded in a firm ci
eyes on hi m, her nerves buzzed witt
Whil e she stood, his chin Ilifted,
A grin flashed upon her Ilips. Sl o)
her fingertips, f i erdyL oeonkbse risi kfea |l Il i ¢
Soren. ¢

He swall owed audi bl y, ohYiosu O6lroeg iécdé a
She rubbed obwhtant hdios yarumswi sh t o sa
o0Saffa, 6 he whispered. OYoudre ¢ébé6
She inched her handodYeswmn, fingers
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With her next heartbeat, he grasped
oBeautiful.®d
Hi s declaration enchanted her. She

|l i gwtSobwulen, thanks for saying that €& a
tonight. o

OYoubre welcome. | tds been great ¢é &
oWhat hurts?6

o0Your heat stealing. 6

O0Why?6

OMy nervousness and worries about |
touch. But | 6ve moved past such nonse

€ and want . ¢

War mth radiated from her heart to ev
0l 6m touched by your trust and genero
date. Yousttlilmdfliantdi nigt é
They strolled without worry, hol di n¢
bers dripped.

Her mind driftedf albrirec ppf nigett hr ealgm.
revolved -arghndr anfall of experimenta
sex. This would allow their escape. S
unl eash his fervor.

Back at camp, Skadni snored by the f

He r el easdceSlafhfea, hmanyd .l suggest three
together all night??5¢6

OReading my mind?96

oDid I misread?o

ONope. Youdre very thoughtful. Letds
OHereds the first one. o6 He kneel ed ¢
hands ran along the rocky dirt, it br

been making your bed soft from day o
fingeroandt hemegti ng her gaze.
Out of habit, she kept her armor on

still l ingered. She I ay on her back i
much softer groundol bdésapbirhgcta, 6oshe
earth. 0ltds the sweetest thing you ¢c
ol é yes. o

0Get over here then,é she said, pat
him to snuggle up. o0l promise not to
He | ay on his side, sl idgliinpgp éad su rhdaeird
brushing against her skin.

She wanted his hand to wander, but l

nating from him remained heartwar ming
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goes.
She grasped his hand, ge®m3dryemp, aicti
to touch me haenryewh &loce dtoo vacnhy tmhe ng y o
thing fréom houd DbPawk, physically or
oUnderstood. [ want to respect yo
cool skin caressing.
She sighed owvotuhd vhea pbpeienne spse.r f ect | vy
woul d be, | suspect . 6
ols it too much?5¢d
ONo, itdés most welcome, Soren. Do
oSafii@a@dkneaded into her tomed halvl

a confession. o

0OSure. 6

0OYoudbre € intimidating. o

The raw honesty of his statement s
0l dm pretty badass, arendot 12?6

0To say the least. o

oWhat else am | ?260

OYoudre so confident, creative, f
And your magic is fast. Wi cked f as:
€ in awe €& just being near you. | a
are harld,y ehsope dingd ense | have them

She rolled onto her side to face
eyes | ocked. She sweptoYoaudtreaymohdio
you have many nobl e qualities, do Yy

0l dondt see iit.o

0OYou have such a bomaifhor Sme enAnd t i
Conviction. Kindness. Grit. That 6s
defensive magic aygu $threrembi custaces
deepest , mo st raw péassion, whatever

oSaffa é6 he breathed, hands wande
words have made my confidence soar.

Her smil e bl os slmende aantt he vse rgyr awwa rtd

0OYoudbve | owered my shields. o

0Good. Now | have a cesftapei ony. wlo

ol 6m | istening. 6

oCertainly, we were | overs before

OAffirmative. O

She Il oved his choice of word.

0Our passion will do it. Send us
my biceps. 6 She flexed and held her

ORub your arms? Hells yes. 6 He mas
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her s. 0You know somet hing, Saffa?béo

oOWhat ?6

oYour muscles are so incredible. o6 H
theydre just a doorway. o

ORub this one now. What do you mean

He used both hands now, breadmoheav
your mind. ltds your disciplin@ and t
thatds just as hot to me, maybe more.

Heart | eaping, she grabbedoWhisl @& awe s
ravish one another, I want us to use
creative and carnal ways. Letds exper

0This sounds perfect, and ties into
switch, a sexy and al most arrogant sn

dress you. o6

Her eyes brightene@dherefsstbeaeddentc
shock in the real ms. I l' i ke this new
first. o

oVerbally, Saffa. o6

O0You want to talk dirty to me? This

Hi s eyes wandered her cohYeosutd r eh afnldosa tj
my waist | evel, held by my maggowch4 dm
ing. You playfully beg me to stop, tr
because my spell pins your arms above

Heat surged in her <core, shooting wu
made héSogaspé | dondt know whatds go
Tongue |l athering his | iolNOow gyyas dmrgh
slide off. Your biceps tauten, fighti
grabbing my hands, but 1 tds not enouc
straight above your head again. Your
oWhat do you see?6 she asked, heart
any amount of friction, wishing he wo
his stubborn hands remained on her ha
O0Your beautiful body. Heavenly hair.
Luscious lips. Enthralling eyes. Soft
Aroused by his adjectiveAnd sireatbrdis F
say to me?06 she asked, al | muscl es te
ol ask if you want a magical orgasm.
0l I ove how direct you are. How does
oOYoudl!l find out soon. I give you foc
OYoubve been thinking about this fo
sensitive places tingling, i maginati o

OFor days. Then | stare é06 he said,
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and mouth. 6

oWhat am | doing with my mouth?¢
0OYoubre €06 he breathed, owwapgpidng
00h, Soren wants some heat steal i |
0l crave it é crave you.66

She swiped bdowtyomgdiee oma lkaiyriogli r meh el
€ Whatds the finale?6

OMy magicb6s making you moan so | o
ol |l ove this, 6 she said, grabbing
The hidden, l usci ouShepaddulsdnm pi Mmeh
doing all kinds of things now and
me everything. May | do the same?é
OPl ease, 6 he Béadid, oOespecially yo
Eager to |live her fantasy, shhavyf | i

muscl es, fASsohree ns?h oLviekde 6hi s hands t o t
str @ntghdihs ?
OYoubve dis
0So naughty
He pushed.
She exerted her biceps oathadv itnrg cae pps
my wizard?¢6

ird acti v
ft your h.

0Shit, 6 he said with a heavypgrda
0Too bad you didndt exerHairgdeerwi t h
Arms trembling, his hands 1ifted

with exertion.
She engaged her arm and shoul der

' ip I ick and odLeocoikssi vliei khee al dd ns hiank ec.o m
ol dl'l throw you off, 6 he said, ba:
She fell and squeezed her thighs,

i ng agai nsdtYohuear cloecgkgiemgso.ys being s
oSaffa, 6 he said, eyes roaming he

for me. Will you give me your stror
0Such lTust for my muscles, d she s:

in my righteous might. Worship me. ¢
He sat up, hands held behind her

exploring 6Weur monhobmgswor kouts at

he mur mured against her skin, oyi el
0Soren, 6 she said, pushing him do\
tongue famdkdttihgwsoer ds are perfect. Yo
its my twurn for some fun.O6 Lips cra:
his top robes, revealing his |l ean c
Carnal and chaotic, their | ips an
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She roll ed off hdsn, heatven@adsamdyr Bo s

He stood and adjusted himself.

She kneeled before him and yanked h
emerged. She coiled both hands, her t
tip and some extra remained. She sque
rai sed arst ¢ hled §aaeeasd for me. 6

0l dve bedm hard since

OMy statue?d6 She had witnessed him

wandering eyes, lust from her empathi
Her abilities almost felt |ike cheat:.i
0Since Nuwa brought mwerbacld. Your st
oLetds see if | can fix it.o6 She wr
his cock to capture his hardness.
oYour hair feels |like velvet from he
She al so 0 vedf threes h.aiWhen al one, s h
her breasts or c¢clit for utmost pleasu
oOYoudl!l stay hard forever now. 0
oHard, 6 he sl urred, head twitching.
She snickered at his mental fog.
With hands over her hair, she sucke:q
Whil e gazing at his helpless face th
massaglng her hair against him. Heat
and tonguws®. rWdremdth hrough every muscl e
He fell ©é68ahia é&nkém. éo

0Shh, 6 she whispered, nudging him on
at hIS senseless visage, devouring ev
| o

ties, she could detect his oming or
mouth af eche mpenents, staring with a r
This cycle repeated.
0Saffa!dé he said, sitting up. 0l fuc
She wanted him calm and grabbed his
gendRglax, Soren. | havendt even star

I want you to. o6
A wide grin ploaryad domuacdhs jhisd Iciap sne

OHandy. 6 She pushed his chest with &
use it to have my way with your cock

ol dondt know how much more | can t &
oLetds find your |l imits.déd She went i

Skadni jolted up, heads wunl eashing a

1

Saffdad,jckidn his tip, froze | i ke a s
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0Beast! 6 Skadni vyell ed.
An unseen s madsdks pummel @dch rDavifnag he
The pup growled and backed of f.

Adrenaline ripped through her vei
0OYou dare do this now, you fucking
stood, eyes scanning for distortior
The dog whi mpered and ran into pi.

Grass flattened near Soren as he
She sprinted toward him and swung
I't whooshed through the air.

oUgoren! 6 she yelled, giving him

oShi t, Saff a, my mindds a mess. 6
Eyes alert, sheoRemelmberhiomrptit otaé
jured her heat shield, her side pri
clanking off a scaly surface.

OVi sobex! 6 he intoned, hands f 1l ai |

A shi mmering bubble formed around
OFuck!6 A concussive strike again:

Steam bell owed from her boot s, st
back t odDwoinsdtsiwbe.ry; wedre gonna be
Dirt and grass scattered, carving
0Shoot fire where Iitds headed! o
With tingling skin and tracking f
bers, predicting its path. Their gl

flickering | ight.

OVi s-Mibemat a! 6 A rippling barrier ¢
the bealsitlds cuwtalkien e . I't vani shed wi
oDammi t! o6

Swiftly, the grass compacted, 1its
Bl ack vapors sprayed around his hee
She waved her weapon, bl asting t he
a thick dome of ice. A |l oud thump
she planted her sword in the dirt,
OQutside their cocoon, invisible si

o0oCandt é breathe é6 Soren coughed
o0Keep fighting.o6 She held his han
made her want to heal hi m, and her
spread to her fingers.

oYour warmth ¢é itodos é remar kabl e.
OFor you, Soren. I wonot | et it h
of f . 6

Their icy sanctuary cracked with
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shattered it, revealing a | arge, fl os
predatory green eyes with black slit:
fangs, dri pped with green sludge, i
tongue flicking.

This beast woul d beff 58 : y .

She shrouded i thainnd he of f
eveal ist@al & dd erold vy, . y erpen-
ifincehe yanked her swd MR the ear
0ltds é mad, 6 he sai AN ing.

]

—

OMe too! 6 She reigni bl ade ir
fire and swung. Her R its tal
crash, fl ames scatteri ﬁ”\;¢cales buck
she rolled away from D P j aws,
stri ke whipped against her side, throc
sideways, swoeadarkheckedgaway

The foliage ignited. Flames spread.

The wyrm slithered upon her and cons:s
breath out of her . Stabs pulsed in h
gasped, unable to speak.

0oSaffakdéo8drereyes narrowedrFigtupleer a
Masmittor!o
The earth beneath her quaked. Stati

erupted, impaling the creature, chunk
hi sses and uncoiled from her while va
grass,afwmatmh ntgoward Soren while he gr
Catapulted away, Saffa | anded deft |\
breath. He had used three words of po
save her.
0Soren, itdés headed your way! é

OVi sobex. d Unseen bashes sl ammed ag
back.

After frosting the brushsharp,i sbec]
up IitéTbmadeo end this. Pits, Soren! 6

With his Figupetra spells, dirt hea

tered his barrier, throwing him back
oOYou prick!o6 she yelled at the invi s

pul sed fr onhahnedr. rShies efdouonfdf a near by d

She ran, shooting ice from her sword,

sword amgl énéeer benteiad with both hands.
mur derous might .
Scales and ice exploded. Bl ack fluic
She licked her chops, slicing her bl
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weapon and thrusting it deep with &
It roared.
As she twisted her arms and tore

sprayed her armor. The beast seizec
She twirled her sword, conjuring
deluge of i des ftiemskad edwontdin. OTI
Soren, now on his feet, o%afofea,eda
hurt 2?06

ol dm fine! Hurry, I have a surpri.
0You shot ice from your sword! o6 he
€ a lot of its blood on you?6é6

She sampled some blood with her i
0OTasty. o

0OAnd é you just ate its blood. 6
oYou want some?0
oHel Il s no. | s it under the ice?b0

The wyrm answered with violent t |
webbed with cracks, dlrtodrsp twonugn cheedr. t
together to kildl it before my ice r
Cracks reappear edSu ¢Sthees taidodnesd? Gnor e
0l 6ve got something to produce ex:

Heart quickening at his initiativi
oSaf f a, can | take you for a ride"
0OYou thinking what |l dm t hinking?©d
Steam wafted from her core, finding
A lustful hi ss escaped bBH®s!l doouh
sword. o

Tongue tasting her | i psoEnslhaer ghee | nde
OMagmuta.dé With his parting hands
oThi s, I | i kel Take me high. o

OFi guvaegtmuat a. 6 As he | ifted his ha
up, pusheilnegv atiokre. an

Bending her knees, she reveled in
her, a molswmed fodl imaudd.i

The ice split.

Above the highest trees, azure fi

(7]

he dove headf i rcgty.wiAtdhr ean all d mget sy rh
hrough her hair.

Il ce chunks ofsl ehwe.a dT hlei fwwyerdnm above th
She struck | i ke a comet, driving
ickening crunch. Her body i mpactec
irestorm erupted, followed by stec

—

-+ 0
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The bruising force brought a raspy
bedstremains and c¢cl ambered out of the

sludge. She yelled with excitement, t
SomMesn jaw hit the dirt. ol can barel)
She twirledYbarl ckaymeréen bl ack?56
oYoudl!l set a new fashion trend, 6 he

splatter ebony. 6
She cast her sword away, e@ldglrYowodrse

deliciously clever. 6 Hands rising, s |

After stooping, she released her hair

l ocks, pristine now from her fpeped cl

and cascaded down to her waist.

Eyes peering into his soul, she sa

t hrough her hair. Arms raising, she |

angled her bbBpseagathett Bhmlt mindl es

Ol shet hra and Mael thra once cl eavec
i Navian Nirvana: Tales of Tant al

CC

A Chapiter 7

FERVOR

he black night sky herdadaomud tihiug
i ng 6afafnad Sorends | ascivious gaze

OPermi ssion to undress you with

as they | owered her hair together.
Di dj het ask for permission after she

Any ot herdvneanl onsotulhdi msel f . Like a hun

make him |l ose control, and fuck her f

ONoO mor e perfimiusssti ognos ,wiStohr eint . 0
With his hands, he found her nape,
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i ndex ofSaffgieat $t as. O

As he twisted his hands, a force |
on her back at his waist | evel, hai
Excitement grew with every beat o
dressing playing out now making her
ONew spell just for me, Soren? |
0They can combine for é unique ef/
Skadni scurriedSmeloim dbded!daPkagss

sai d, before tilting. oSaffa float.i
0Skadni, can you be the best dog ¢
I promise weol | pl aysmabhbh gbemktat al
0Saffa want Skadni gone?0 the fir.
ONever, Skadni. But Soren and | ai
hurt you. Please, for me?56

OHow |l ong game?6 the fiery head a:
OAt | east unt il morning, 6 Soren al

oLonger , 6 Shaiftfian gc ohrerre cltiepd,, dr awi ng
to you, Skadni . 6
0OYou two have f 6 the

un, icy head
o0oBye, Skadni! o6 She playfull

y reac|
to stop her.
He flicked his wrist, and a har st
ONow | dm in commaynaigon Saf f a. Fight r

Shoul der and arm muscles flexing,
strength. Her hands neared his. Wit

He yawned and flicked his hands. |
Hot i n her «cMestf ofrrceem hiey magiec cl
0OLooks I i ke magic beats might, Sai
At full power , she roared, l ungi n

Hi s ey eosPobrutligteatlsi!eéd ,hebot h hands t w
A sudden force shoved her arms aw,:
Despite giving evedtytmowea tsthemhmday

He panted, grinddiimng odiarhges.ati sf acH
OFor now, 6 she said, shrugging, |
He hovered his hands above her boc
side of her torso armor clicked ope
suit crawled up and over her head
blue tank top.

o0Doing okay so far?6 he asked, hi
with his lustful, sinister demeanor
ol am, 6 she said, heart thrumming

With a hand wave, her | eggi ndg¥so us |
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gonna fight me or what? At | east make
0You asked for it.o6 She shot jets of
into two fireballs. They swirled and

OFor pPaogrntii t as! 6 He raised his ar ms,

high in the night sky before dancing
fire into a gigantic blob of crackIlin
f oorour first experi ment al magi cal Or gée
0Sexy science experiments | want, b L
oONo, Saffa, 6 he said, ending with a
ol |l i ke sinister Soren, 06 she said,
coul dnot mov e, so a bit of frost wo ul
|l arge snowball € in his face.

He wiped himself off while grunting.
She got her shorts and | ace off, the
0Stop! o6 he said, hands waving, forci
part. o6 He wet his |ips with a tongue
removed it slowly.

OLook at me, 6 she said, opening her
He dropped her sbSmaffand itbsed Nios i

tudi nous. 6
The word caused an el ectr i coallo ujcanl t
me . 6

He wal ked two fingers up her inner
OMaybe | ater. o

She cl amped her t hi gbNso,&ohroetn. desper ¢
oPortitas, 6 he intoned, spreading hi
cheaYaduh gl eadal lwdhwe.n

0Soren, 6 she moaned, heart thumping.
He wandered of f, his dark | aughter ¢
0Soren!

The hugabdve ebtal éaked down | i ke a me
She arched her back, unsure what thi
to find out.

It struck her entrance in a sizzlin
flames flying |ike a boisterous celeb
trickle spreading from her core.

OFight my magi c, Saffa. Try to coax
forces and heat should do the trick. 6

She exerted her mind with twiddling
texture spreading on her vul va. Al r
coiling.

The molten mass crawled back i n as
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pl easure built | ike a voluptuous vo
ing an erotic equilibrium.

El ectric shocks of euphoria tickI e
of heds wodo ind, red hues from the bl a
Her heart pumped adrenaline. She
two fingers on her clit. Her insi deé
her entrance. Al muscles | oosened
she stoodc, smolktee wawitti ng out .
0Youbdbre glowing, 6 he said in awe,

She stumbl ed oncTlsate pwas dp esrt freed tc,h «

oYou want the second one?bo0
ol want , 6 she started, advancing,
you. 0

He ran for the river.

She sprinted and caught him near
0Saffa, 6 he intoned |ike a spell
Wit hl ickag refl exes, she covedMidc eits
Soren. 6 She tore at his robes and 1
OTime for a swim.?o

oDark waters with unkndé@a@n creatur

She |lifted him, olprdnyoung boeat hekq
threw herself into the water with &
Under t he war m, succul ent , dim wa
hi m.

He returned the favor.

They stood, shoul desr ss uavemnc ea b olvhee
over her , the wetness of hair on h
with the waters gurgling as they ru
He pull ed a@aSafyf,a gaspowm@re €0

0Beautiful ?6
0OAnd amazing. o

0l know, 6 she said withwameh mpl e

He sl oshed out of the water, dri p]
down, el bow and hand propping his

I n slow steps, she advanced. Her
ressi mgVNotrteehm.p your Saffa.o

OHoly breasts,é he said, staring,

Water sluiced down her sleek oliv

above the wateWhnhemoskB@db6stopped.

Hi s blush reddened fodr rneogrue rteh aanc c
She advanced, pushing him fl at Wi
spreading her |l egs so he might beh:
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into his gap®hpgi mout h.

He swall owed, mumbling something inc
Ol magine your cock Aisnhsei dsewi rp ready ionnge
sifdbewhi |l e | have my way with you. o

Hi s phallus pointed skyward in obedi
She settled on him, teasing him agai
from takiafgowi moodgepefore you expl ode

his |l ength with her wet tresses.
oWhat 2?6 he asked, arms twitching. ol
0l dondét need magic to subdue you ¢é

irresistible hair.o6 She stroked for
frosty breath to stop it.
Hi s pleasured and tortured groans rc

From her sensitive nipples, she conj
playfully.

O0And your breasts are on fire. This
OYou want to play swmirdyh fmyé efdiaawdyy byroeud
She released his I ength.

OYou sure know how t oNeemdggeh té bAen da ylo
worbd He | eaned up, tongue Il unging for
oBetter wuse a spell first, 6 she war

burned. 6
0So-Fenmagni , 6 ttha hikinst owedk . @ |
oThidnkshe asked with a brow raise.
OKnow. 6

0Good. 6 She propped herself over hin
Mout h wide, he welcomed her in.

As he sucked deeply, a rush of his
sation flooding her senses. He swirle

her body.

She withdrew, flames doused @3ublkr |
meh a r, Sloerde n .

He | apped his tongue, teeth biting.
0OSuck, 6 she demanded with a stern he¢
her hand. ONibbl e. No biting. 6

With his firm Il ips and tender teeth,
pling to her | imbs.

OFuck yes! 6 she moaned, pulling out
bing I ength. o0l |l ove controlling your
OPl ease. Sorry for biting. 6

0So polite, 6 she cooed, having enj o)

forgives your trespass. 6 While stroki
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hand. A glowing crimson trail form
it?0
0ltds so wonderfully intense. Youcd
0Just Saffa. You want more?6
oHel l s yes. 6
The pace increased as she dragged
and down the |Iine on his skin with

0 Mopree,Seouékea?
OMore everything. 6
f o

She edged him r a |l ong time, re
streaks of flame running back and f
his |l ength seized, she frosted him

with afwaggrng

oPray for release. 0

He s attuwik. Holy. Saffal!é

She caressed his chest wdbBhchea w
You can have that release now. O

0Shit, 6 he groaned, his | imbs spa
you a seraph?2d

0l 6m your Saffa, o6 she said, fireb
through her hair, it steamed and d
| ocks over his face, inching her |

Ohemdadre of 6your hair.
She sl owly dragged it off his fac:e
ot her hand up her neck, 0bi sgékendie¢

ol todos divine, i snot it?6

ol f you ever need my compliance, 6
sides. oLet your hair free. 1 0m at

O0Yes, IlyodeSahree ,wr apped him up in | a
voured his |l ength. Every lick, wever
bl ast of heat down her throat.fi Del
violently.

0S|l ower , Saffa. o6

oFaGtWi th hair, hand, and mout h, S

oSaffa!dé he roared, back arched,
cous, his sweet essence spewed into
shooting down into her chest.

She mil ked with firm strokes, tim
face.

OTwenneg, 6 she said, ni bbling his t
One more came out .
OTwethwog. 6 The count surprised her.
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A quiet whimper sputtered from his |

oOHave you been holding it in for me
sel f?0

ol ¢éé¢

oBe honest, Soren. 0

0l dream of you most nights é 1t cor

Heart warmed by his devoti on, she 1|

0Soren, your willpower and taste ar.
Would you |ike a drop of yourself?6

oOWhat ?6

She |l eaned oveol hapye @abessbhgybus
mouth. Would you |ike a taste?6

0Sure, Saffa.o
She kissed him, extending her tongue

t 0]

()]

He sucked i blaoﬂ swmaekedDbi goli ¢

She ran her W\n @ a@loorwy@uheaehilnk@s.

ol was hoplng y O u might,é he said, s

oOoYou rest, o6 she said, nudging his f
again. o

Breaths heavy, he |l ay fl at.

A gentle breeze whispered through gr
undul ating chest, rubbing his exhaust
swelled in her bosom, a heartwarming
maki ng.

& X%
Ten minutes passed.

oSaffa, o6 he said, breaking the amor

hand. oI never imagined feeling so go

0l dm so happy to have pleased you.
encore. o

ol am, but itds your turn How about

OYoudbre so thoughtful Il 611 devour vy

OWedll wuse your ice as a substitute
and fill it. | f you add ridges to the

When alone, she often pleased hersel
ering aoaStegligeurself. o

He tensed.

She ran both hands wup his I ength, foc
oShi t, thatds freezing!éo
She chortl ed, |l ifting the cocoon off

moved it, solidifying the icy dil do.
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at him before rubbing it against h
tingled her skin.

o0Just i magli inditpg mes alnfd moani ng my
o0Your voice é something about it
0ls it?6 she asked, lying on her |
He | aughed.

0l treasure your |l aughs, Soren. 6 .
of her insides, she gently eased tF
had suggested did wonders fgodoodher o
He kneeled between her |l egs and d
congregat ioprefadnegrowas.ice out |i ke
She squealed at the blissful touc
the icy creation. Crystalized pet al
ol dll vibrate the ice and move it
stronger orgasm hanithe. Hi Aef oBoTr |
and |l owered. The icy creation follo

for e.el eas
He slid two fing@&sstamdewi gdlei ngy

oYoudbre so warm é so firm. I must t
She shoilvelroevdee your fingers there.c
around his while raising and | ower
faster, vibrations intensifying. Ws
taut , her uni verhseed rb eccoambe ntewdo ctuhrilnigr
tantalizing her.

Electricity danced in her hapless
great hall expanded, yellow | ightni
sky. A pillar of | ight descended gr
der mbdot hrough her worl d, startlincg
0l think sex is your super powermeod
foro me.

Saf f a |34 sk eado nSfoirdeenn c e, and being cc
insides clamping in repetition, cr
timpyecks of |ight danced in her vis
He made a fist, waving it. The cre¢
into a second, imer ewd nd @me el iotr gap m
ground quaked.

She cried out with bliss, her i ns
in the night air. Shocks jolted her
if something wanted to emerge.

Soren gazed around with wonder at
around the dome wipt ht & iomhlemnir awed au.no |
worl ddéds |linked to your pleasure. F a
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this at | east two times more than the
0Soren! 6 she said, shooting a fiery
superpower, and you, are so fucking g
itds | ike when 1 dm rubbing you becau
excepweBHungry for his heat, she cr awl
l ength. Trickles of heat swam up her
Eyes rollingOkpy, h8afjf anéedne orgast

index finger tracing aPaodretliitcaast.eé ci r cl
Her world spun upsi det dwwmm heandaslke
l anded on top.

0l dm in charge again. You must wai't
OWrong, Soren I know you want to f.
0You candt hold out two minutes. o
oMysword i ® d&ff shi ohi wst h nonchal ance,
her entrance.

She knew hofvst ar bire@kwihiim a magi cal
With a wink, she oBidé¢ak,tsiSoyagmdgmyhi ir
fuck yoéuHa8dtfapreading, a thick cage
its lukewarm surface raising goosebun
l' ips and curled her index finger at h
oSaffa!d6 he hissedPwhiiltasta@anding. ¢
With his determined scul pting moti
cracked of f.

A tide of pleasur e, intense and ins
went rigid. She engaged her muscl es,
fissure and hole. Glacier calving sou
OMaghHrPwtra i tas. 6 As he slowly spread
coon of ice creaked and expanded, for
ground to his eye | evel

She flexed every muscl e, burning, pe¢
void to solid ice. Tongue sliding alc

him to do mor e.
0Gol ecrea. 6

The ground rumbled, a golem of dirt
ing cage and sl ammed its | arge, rocky
ous smash cracked the ice iIn hal f, i
gol em fell apart .

Seduced By hing emaditey and erecti on,
against the ice. I't expl ocdreadcrkgs a sl u
Engul fed in steam, she crashed down

Rain and rich earthiness pleased her
l ust burning.
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Both soaked, he stood next to her.

She spread her | egs in invitation
beneadtbBhhebwpy8farendmber afuisree I 6

OVi s-Mbemata, 6 he intoned, hol ding

A shimmering, rippling barrier col

Propped over her, h e odl adnvgel erdi bhbi ends
the ice, 6 he said with arrogance. ¢

Thoughts of his thick cock deep
forced a primabSgrewl NBawok mer | i ps

0Since you | ike games so much, | 6|

Despite his arrogant efklpusets sh wlinge c
the dam of his restraint. She woul c

oOnly | c amu rtneuarseed, ,6 ssthael ki ng her
around his back, nudgi ng. Hi s tip
pushed in. The snug, sensual fit of

He grunted, 0 $aefafda,lurtceni nai. d, I i fti
Bmn top O6rveew,haydownough. 6

00Obey me. Deeper . 6

0Too bad, 6 he said, tip rising. 0
his throat.

0OPoor Soren, 6 she murmured, bl owi
oOYou candt resist € You dondt want

He growl ed, head shaking |like a wi

0Thatds right; YComemwstmyhawe nalll c

Like I'ifting an i mmense weSagfhfta, ého

whi spered. o0l ¢é can é wait €é6o6
ONo, you cand6t, 6 she whispered ag:
oSaffa é6 A futile war waged i n h
chasm of his desire.

OYouol | scream my name momentaril:
back, gliding her tongue along her
He | ocked eyes with her, facial m
An i mpish grin spread as she savol
all the power and could wait for a
it now. Four words would shove him
0Soren. Keep. My. Commandment . 0
oSaffal!d he roared, sl amming her
in a single thrust, his balls snug
along the dome, strobing yell ow anc
A guttural moan tore from her | 1ip:
feeling every finbhoblmi mgqueisns e mha

|l i ke steel
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With hunger in his eyes, he set a s
pl easure that caused |lightning to smi

She | ocked ankles aroYoddhesnbaek &€
Har der . Deeper . o

00h, holy Saffa,é6 he murmured, hands
your | egs. 6

She engaged her powerful thighs and
grinding his pelvis, his tip pushing

o0Saffa, 6 he whimpered, grinding intoc

Sheeasped at the tight fit, the subl
control for her brought the hottest
her spine with each of his needy thru
pl ace.

ol |l ove you inside, worshiping my na

thrust?5¢
He strained todRed s@ame dhlmaenmi h d 16d .
After releasing, sheoyawvel hkm those-
OFuck yes, 6 he said, pace resuming.
his index fingeRaor thiatganu hamé sWhvolSer kea
breasts and rocked back gently and f
and pul sedi egaanbteseged vibrator from

in all directions, conveyor belts act
ous orgasm.

FIl ames ignited her sacrum, spreadin
thunderous explosions echoed, steam s
a wanton waterfall, the carnal cl ass
intensitg bel hedeashhnds against the

0Soren, 6 she said, voice cracking, ¢

0lt mustdve been good. 6

oYour sword is e wow. But itds too f

Hi s sexy smirk emerged again, someh
vi brations ebbed and fl owed, her pl ec
waves over minutes, her pulse soaring
umes exosphere and soaring into the b
inside, their harmonious, uni ted hips
her | ips.

On the horizon, torrential ' i ghtni ng
great hall. Some seconds | ater, its r

Her breasts and hands bl azed, smoke

0Shit! o6 Soren yelled, yanking his he

Hi s vyell br oughitb aS eaefl fya bHeak stho ur a@alr

somet hing des@pleGmteoifrng trelexamsleade. 6
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oWeodl | do it together, 6 he said wl
ached from her swollen clit, spreac
chronized with his pushes, firebal
ing foopastagAation of rainbow col or
swirled above, expanding into a ter

cut him to pieces.

OMy magicds gone wild!dé She grapp
take the i mpacts. Hands on his ches
to bright azure. ol have you, Sor e
eased inwhegsbatkaasre fire whippe
lighting up the river, grass, and t
much of the ice. Some shards broke

oOYour fiery €é eyes é breastsé han

OA protective seductress who bur n:
both to paradise. o

He opened his mouth, but she pres

Wi elding his sword with her gyrat
rubbing her fl aming br edaBEsntjsoywintgh thhe
your Saffa?é

ol é uh é huh ¢é6

Nearby stones |l evitated. Like an

Her fiery wings grew and flapped,
i mpacts. As she undul ated upon hi m,

a current of hotness flowing from c
OTroubl e speaking?bd6
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OFast éo

oLi ke this?06 Wanton and focused, she
Each bounce and slide threw kindling
oOMore ébo

Gl eef ul from his rousing gaze, s he
badl,r on fire, tossing wild and frece
0Soren, wedve made a mess of my worl
ONot if | €é hold it in, 6 he said, a
OYoudbre bound by my commandment . | & n

and thereds nothing you can do about
He matched her hips perfectly, thrus
He ¢ o |dlKaipssse dé. 6

She held her flaming hair back, | ear
of heat from the kiss gushed through
After swiping his |Iips with her toncg
biceps flexed. She angled her chest t

age.
OHoly é Saffa.dé6 He reached weakly ar
a |l oud breath.

0OYou worshiping me again, Soren?6

0A fl ami ng @lnapeldysEs wietsh a

0So is your magical sword. What el se
0Sacred ¢é Spiritual € Sublime. o6

The deluge o

Seduced by h

OSumptuous. 6

She squeezed upon him to distract.
d

f her ice storm howled ¢
is syoMoymserseshecgl 5d ed

0 Cafnddtkh inmk whem® you o that.

With her wily smirk, she nuzzled her
hianot her commandment: a rebuke for
Hi s eyes sl anted, shock and awe on
0Soren, 6 she said, flashing a rogui
l ength. O0Thou shalt not swear in fron
0Sensual é Sensuous ¢éé6

She moaned in ecsta®dWwhopsesundiendgesp
ever ?0

0Shebds € fucking the Hells out of me
0Bl asphemy, Soren, 6 she murmured, te
by exalting my nasme,hamd. | 6l 1 come on
0GIl oriiyhet otohr ustié &afmfii gglhd i Apot her t hr
roared | ong and | oud, arching his bac

der .
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An azure and gold thund@esg sdomen, Sif
bathing them in its blinding glory.
tiny stars swirled in her vision. T
tautest ballista firing.mlwitheheai s
i mmense golden |l ightning bl asts s m:
| eashed her el ements on his phall us

Fire.

Il ce.

oSaffa, 6 he murmured. OMy angel . 0

Fire.

Il ce.

0Soren, 6 she whispered. OAl ways. o0

Fire.

Il ce.

A tremendous firebaodya exploded f|

Fire.

Il ce.

The ground quaked. Fissures crack:

Fire.

l ce.

Lava erupted. Great steam clouds |

Fire.

Il ce.

Rolling thunder.

Fire.

Il ce.

Rai n.

Fire.

| cée

The afternoon t er, -fSialflfead @groe&kte dt
sl eeping Soren over her shoul ders.

ceiling, down to a thin, ghosdtsl yf llao
Skadni haul ed their clothes and her
oOLooks I ike we did it,o6 she said,
OA rip,6 the icy head said.
0Yes. When it opens, wedll go thr
0OYou have nice game with Soren?d¢6

0The best. o
oHappy for you, 6 the heads said.
oMe, too. | feel so powerful .6 Coi
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this time proved much easier, despite
Magic. Strength. Stamina. AlIl of it
of it, causing him to collapse asl eep
Climbing over rubble and sl oshing ¢t
room and |l ay him on the bed. After un
thing out to dry and rolled into bed
sl ept undeshehmabsdgwtdi her sore bicep
Her yawn broke the quiet, body stre
mar at hon. She | eaned over hi m, findi
0Soren é my sl eepy Soren, itds good t
0l can hardly move. Did you get enolt
OMore than enough. ¢
0l 6m gl ad. And you carried me all tF
ol did, 6 she said, her forehead tou
rest. o
OYou need more heat, just | et me knoc
0Thatds very considerate of you. |06l
ol trust you, so take a little extre
Hi s generosi-¢yedadkke thelrowaVagyecwian g ef:
Soren. Dondt forget that.o
0l 6m glad to be on your team, Saffa.
0l didndt come on too strong?6é6
oONo, | |l i ke your assertiveness é an
great . 6
0The greatest, Soren. | |l oved both s
Thanks for sharing your authentic sel
0This afterglow is going to keep the
ol know é |1 dm sorry you deal with s
time here | i ke a curse, and she never
what itodés I|i ke, but you get up every
OHow | ong have you known?¢

0l 6ve sensed your emotions since yolL
oAl I of them?6

0Yes. More magic | candt remember . ¢

0ltds okay. Though | must admit, | &
attraction from the start?6

0l did. Want to know a secret?6

oOWhat ?6

0l was attracted to you right away. ¢

OYou mean we coul ddve done this soor

She snoTlkiomgg.ened when we aligned.
somet hing happen?5d6
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ONo. Being with you makes me happ
son. 6

OMust be hard. ¢

0Just keep pinching me so | dondt
She |l eaned over, pinching his nak:
He s quoiYrenaechd .é youdre a veritable a
get the image of your fiery wings a
in me forever.o

0OYou keep thinking of me , Soren, l
calling metdbaenweadi ng. 6 Eyes f | it
about the tattoos now, having avoi
these?6 shegadked,el bwlwb Similar to
chest, his el bows, knees, and ankl e
geometriichathhg mbhol our gl as s, triangl
OYoubve got si xm madree staaret owisz.arAlldls |
how similar they are. o6

0Good guess. Maybe they power my |
OMaybe. 0

00r they could be religious symbo!
0They are very geometric. But thi
bl otordi r sty vampires who do math rit
He chottlede your i maginati on. Do
ONo, 6 she said, ki ssing his cheek
woul d be something, huh?6

oCan you imagine?0

OKnowing each otherd&s innermost d
scary é and profound. ¢

0Speaking of desire, your frost t.
0So do you, 6 she said, his ar oma

oYou want another taste?b6
OPl ease. 6

With her tongue, she covered his
mout h.

After exhaling@gSchemptickesd. dis | ip:
ol | ovSavoydartd Soorienngg a body scan,
Through | ove making, taking his heas
Deeply. oDid you enjoy my fire, ice
OAI'l of it. And your <creative min;i
0That makes two of wus. Speaking of

o0You | iked the vibrations?26

OLovSetday in bed with me?
ol dd Ii ke that. o
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When he fel/l asl eep, she held him ti
dark rainbow col ors.

Skadni prevented further romps, | umg
They rose to dress, and his magic aid

OLet 6s pl aySowmidrh syaiud. diolghe&y need it

After games with the dog, ni ght deej
Jagged whit l'ines shimmeredds foeyeni ng

0Sor en, t
He rushed
oSaffa br
0Al ways b
Both head whi mper ed.

O0We must nvestigate the great hall
way had just opened.

OMaybe itds our way home. Letds geal
his robes and stowed his book from he

She donned her gear and ®&oubdbeéd hepg

o steady her.
n .

6 the fire head asked.

e
he shocks are back. 6
t
[
ai n,é the icy head said.

a
r
s
[

Soren. I saw something in the great h
she took the | ead, unsure if danger a
After a short walk, theyhamecaecrkkldadhke
stood in the center, its perimeter ab
called to her soul, calling her home.
OoThis is it,6 she said, finding his
get her . 6
0The outside flames feel peaceful an
der during our activities. Mustdve be
0Our combined | ove and magic produce
oOWhen we get home, do you want to ¢é

OAfter we murder whatever -nsiegnhtt eurs ihne
row. o
He exhaled deeply.

Skadni radiated unease, pacing with

00f course youb6re coming, too. I 6m s

The dog yipped and yapped with excit

OHeel, Skadni. Wedre going home. ¢

Hol di n@s Stoared, with her dog beside T
edge.

Her forearmshepechsc k|l &ndd wihdéd trio halt
mony of howls, the dog morphed,i unrav
one of frost instpphe adti mgr tofwaft damer . E
f orear ms, etching | rhter iicayt eh etaat; t choeesr. |

head.
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Skadni parthefi gyeuheadv t hought .
Advent,urteh e efgiimes head added.
0Skadni 6s part of me, 6 she said, f
t al expanded, taking them el sewher e

OEonBragbd crafted an artifact of i
gives seekers of truth what t he
i Codex f Relics, Vol. |

i Chapiter 8

EVOCATION

n a void, Saffa and Soren fl oat e
Ifaint yell ow and blue I ights twir

oOWhat just happened?06 she asked
0Skadni expected the hazards of t
theydbve protected you both, ensurin
Soremnhei gleads thought .

ol understand, 6 she said as ach
part of me . With you, Soren, we ol |

OAnything, 6 he said, hugging he
The comfort of his hug and decl ar
see Skadni besi de h@ed .emBomeal.ay, she
Come puthéatiere head thought.
When t,i meher iigchet head finished.

Bm gl ad youdre safe inside me.
0Sor en, where are we?6
OAantechamber, I think. 6 He scrat
OA sitting room?5¢6

oOYes. A crossroads between worl ds.

her e, suspended forever. o



96 Jef fer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . |l - Fury Feed

The thought of an é&ndIluengpd edrsiafntt , wibtu
movement and change.

He gave a | ong, | oud yawn.

0Sor en, | took so much heat from yol

0l tds made me tired, 6 he admitted,
wi se. 6

An unseen force propelled them upwa
conmest tail. The |l ights swirled into a
hal ted their [

Saffa and Soren emerged in a warm cir
a dark portal rimmed with yellow and
hall shi mmered within its ddeptthe.r TEhe
rainbow portal swirled, its surface |
OWhereds that coming from?6 Saffa as
0Outside, wherever that is.?©o

A dark woman with pinkBshwat!|l phwsadi i
macul ate dress with stripes of bl ue,
it out!dé she said, clapping. o0l dm so

Beside her, Nuwa appeared with the s

oOHel l o, 6 Saffa greeted, staring at

you7o

o6m Felicity. I wanted Nuwa here f |
e Skadni is yours.o

téds my honor, |l ady Felicity, o6 Nuws
f

am

ar
[ i

Nuwaos your familiar, you must &
You picked a smart one, Saff a.
do l'i ke hi m. But whatd6s the occas
wanted to see my granddaughter, s
guessed you were a deity, Saffa.
tds complicated. 1 0m not a typical
y are awesome! Especially my grand
e sudden revelation of her herita
and naturfei.l IHed wiitnhd questi ons.
0She definitely is,6 he said. olIf st
o0Saffa did the heavy Iifting. Beyon
thrown in a pot and é voila!é
oVoila,6 he said, othe perfect word
dren?6
OMy <childre
oSaffa, 6 he

e
ol

k
I
I
B
I
I
I
I

e
h

4~ oo o000 o

ntaneously create wh

p o
id with a befuddl ed s

S
sai
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guestioning. 6

ol have a gazillion questions, st

0Soren got two, so do you. For yol

0OThatds i1it?60

oOYup. o6

Felicibty wwmphdd on the topic, S0
guestion. oOLast question: what am I

oDamn, Saff a, youdre triix&kydr enadce f

my grandspawn. 0
Saffa grinned.
ONuwa already answered vyour first

youdre a battery, and you take or

but when youdre full, watch out! o6
0ltéds not heat |1 6m transferring;
0Thatdés right! It just feels warm

mood, or the one youdre touching. 6
Her magic and strength increased,

could she stolms?
OHow much can | keep?56
ONow youdre asking too many quest
Saffa olkakl, ettow about my mother ?
oOHer nameds | shethra. Youdll see |
The name stirred murky memori es.

3 Pheohrmidnga%oi ed hi

sat upodns Moatpherhearing a story abou
oAl I right, Saffa, | ast answer . Tl
Nuwa will fill you in.©é
oVery well, 6 Nuwa said. OFelicity.
ONah, I 6ve got a party going on. o6
oWait, 6 Saffa called out. OYouodr e
0ltds a wild party. 10611 be seei nq
exploded into glittery dust.
ol Iike her! Sheds got flair.o
ol can see the relation, 6 Soren s
oWell Ideawei mg your world, é Nuwa s a
OWhat about Brigid?¢6
0The creator, 6 Nuwa sai d. OHer vei
dept hs. ¢
0Our memories?d6 they asked in uni
OTruth, dear ones. 0
OFelicity connected us to it?dé6 sh

0She did. o
O0Why?06
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0l f you see the goddess again, youbol
OWhat happens when we step through?¢
0To cross the Veil is to embark on

cl oaked in shadows, to face realities

confront a mirror reflecting not the
unveilsygou spleahdor and ruin. 't pet
fal sehoods, exposing only truth benea

pure soul s. o
oOWhat |l ies beyond for us?06 Saffa asik

harsh truth turn us into mere shadows
0OYou ask of the future |Iike itds a

winking. 0OAnd the Veil doesndt <create
|l i ke dawnds | ight or burn as summer 0s
owWill the Veil take us home?6 she as
ing for the soothing kind.
ONo. Once the Veil is done with you,
nect home as it would have done witho
oWhat if we go back now, wi t hout ent
0Thatdos a choi ce, Soren, 6 it sai d, €

Saffads real m, or your surrender to t

masquerade, or step through the Vei
OSuch a choice, 6 Soren said, eyes o

Eternal bliss. o
0The other is a rebellion against st
OYou | ove adventure,é he said, stret
OAnd youdre adorably predictable. ¢

oOPerhaps we could return,é he said,

unpredictabl e. Forlreeesevwenwi tButy oius wiotu | td

oOLady Felicity offers this: in Saff
ecstasy, watching infinite realms bur
ityds empyrean stage, bereft of pain
bet weewothbhé& them before settling on h
portunity. Decide together carefully.

Wh a t downsi des could there be? Endl
combined with constant entertai nment
Skadni ?

oWi I | my dog come out i f we return?fd
0The dog wil/l mani fest in your worloc
0l get my dog back on top of everyth
realize something profound. oO0OWe woul d

OSupreme beings who watch and never
0This is most intriguing, 6 Soren sai
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l over in such conditions is incompr
OYoudbre worthy of everythinmge. SDbo
you?o
ol need to think, o6 he said, sitti
Nuwa??d

OYou have forever to decide, & Nuw:
tent . 6

Saffa sat beside hi m, resting her
portogfgfanywe change our minds | ater ~
ol f you go back now, no amount of
OA wiag door, 6 Sor-gnessaidg. OBRet sec
Nuwa watched, purring for a |l ong
OMot her, 6 Saffa said, a tear breal

They would never see me again. o Thi
t hisi-m®xicetence opportunity.
Soren stood, oWedr éaupri redol bt onod

parents. Or hers. I decline. 6
Saffa rose @ahlamigyew, hSar. en. 6
oSaf f a, whatever comes, pl ease pr
ONot hing could pul/l me away from
hope. With all/l her | ove.
OYour paths are chosen, 6 Nuwa not ¢
in the ballroom of fate. 6
He | ooked GabdRNywa. Nuwa. Pl ease te
generous gift, but we cannot accept
OWill we see either of you again?
ol &1 1 pass along your gratitude.
we meet again. Adieu, dear young on
Skadni |l ove Saff a.

And Saffa | oves Skadni
They separated, hands held as the
tender kiss, and they embraced bef o

7

N N 7

/) SRl

The 6\¥eiplri smatic |lights converged ir
Like aostnuédredl e, everything went ¢
hands apart and hoisted them upwar o
of | i ghtt haenyd fsloouantde,d i n a cool void
blink, bodies rigid. Unresponsi ve.
Before them, a canvas of col ors e
The outlines of a castle materiali:

the Veil. This vision, a special 0
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to eadk onhmher most thoughts and feelin
The thought of him witnessing her mo
i datdmen coul d peer into his psyche wi
Shadows of amnesia receded, with her

Saffa Nightwind, a daughter of king
Tari q. Bg ILshedihbrian, any ruler of Ni ¢

title of king, regardless of gender.
from af inadgeidc pl anet : Yava. I't orbited
graced its sskcyo.veMaendy tnhaet ipodlnanet .

Morti mer was 0Ohso nceasstt | ab obueti nngy aw osrmad |
where that moroi i s.

They hovered above the scene, sil en
memory. |t 6bebedr oomSaflbai nsaurerdo tbryd ead
by walls | aden with curios and treasu
in through an open window, while the
chamber.

Both younger, Saffa and Soren sat or
their friendsh@d thakle nmalgenri for dmamye r c
magi cal dates.

Her hand found his thighodHInNeEveandse
intimate. She wanted clothes off. So

sion to undress you?b6
OPermission given. 6

He began | ifting her shirt. Her fi e
pores. He i magined her naked as his ¢
stopped there, exhaling with euphori a
good iHavelhi ¢ ohands on her, she want
f asHuerrr.y , Soren!

Their friendship started at eight ye
at Tenebres Institute. At fifteen, he
and given his chance to date, he cher
i ntimmasyheart overfl owed with gratitu
terminati on, and intuition filled the

I'n this brief pause, she reflected c
patient, kind, handsome, with an inne

recent dates had become treasured out
gl orseusagki of <coubdrepsatr t Hi s mi nd? The

She saw his |l oving face when he | i f
f lce crawled in her veins, her i C
m, but her cold side refused to hur
She nudged his hands aw&Wjtpelbling
His face clow®dad fwi,t lidoncemwwv.e t oo |

of
hi
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Her heart tightened at his kindne:
ing confession more difficult.

With a gentle touc®hSdroerh,i sl awamnt si
€ the timing couldnodét be worse. o

He took in her wor ds, the soft f a
her brow. Disappointment squeezed h
ying himself to | eave.
0Sor en, pl ease stay, 6 she said, g
silent plea, drawing him back down

have something to share. 6
He braced for a swift end to thei.

0l dm | eaving for my mission. 6
oYour dnibesiadannked, terrified of | os
it. o

0Yes. 6 She rubbed his hands. 0 Mot
planned it for weeks. Il &m sorry | ¢
oOWhat is this mission?¢

OMot her says it wildl hel p bol ster
bel , Nor embel , and Drenagl en. Beyon
of my | ife for growth, adventure, s
0Can | come with?6

oONo, | mu st go alone, 6 she said,
in touch through scroll s. I 61 | be ¢
oTwo & elmeg s®sked, resigned to her ¢
0ltds a long time, | know. And 10l
just |l eave. Do you understand?6é Shi

his affection.
Profound sadness crushed him, yet

silently vowed to endure the wait,

ol é understand. o
Their conversation and the memory
Vedisl unseen influence.

Saffa relived the piercing clarit
cessity of her solitude. Experienci
the depth of his |l ove washed over
fallingtemnal thhei d bel ow.

A new memory spp

N %

rmepaod naut sftraomiang i

4
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A morning festival wraps up as | star
wearing blue and gol d tr aywedr amitsisrieon .
My most bel oved people stand near me
mysterious mot her ; RolTaved vRwWMi tS,0rreenv é
on t he fpeevreinphwartyh hi s madnvye dneepvreers ssieoenn
sad.

Tari g stepskfioomwar da,ndo Iciowd l' i ke sno

He embraces me, oMyl Wi ofryawherigr | dvlie
brow sealing his
omy cheers will fo
day. 6
ol dll miss your [}
ness, and especi a
cream. Thanks for
youdve done. I colL
better father. ¢
Hi s affirming s mi

an unshakabl e bel
readi ness.

Rol and, a pale m:
white robes with
accent s, sOtSeapf sf af, or
may t he ' i ght of

guide you on your
rests a hand on my

0Thank you, Holiness. 6 This generou
ki ndness in a world mistrusting of ou
|l shet hra saunters to me, dar Kl wi th
inherited her gorgeous hair. Li ke me,
robes complementing her cr ionkseonme nebyeers .
to have some fun. Whatodés the point of
0You and | know that wondét be an i ss
Mot her winks.

ol 6l mheghbuchbtased

0So will |l , 6 Mot her says before hugi
of joy,6 she whispers into my wear, 0
home, my spirit shal/l al ways be with
tears, then glances at Soren

I approach hi nmo,Sooruern,hg alzbelsl snoinsbse ry.ou,

4Hel med by Roland, twelve high priests |e
Yava worshiping Kirem, |l ord of mercy and



Jef fer &Bagnhe wWVanrd Vol . : FwBy F

write.o
He chokes backoteaéar ssi ahd HKMagepymer
for your return. 6

0l l ook forward to it.dé6 After | pl
castle gate. It creaks open, and |
gl ance back, I behold the crowd of
and r aucneasnoofdsh, gnomes, vilas, and

Eager to depart with flair, [ rai
snow sothBowmnedrl.e up, everyonel! o

Laughter mingles with surprised g:

ONo need for long faces. How about
Streams of fire pops and explode ir

The crowd cheers.
My eyes Ofsi,ndanSlormyn heart aches for
sudden change of events must be forl

smal | dragon, his favorite creatur e
bl ow him a kies,hhepmogdtio | igh

He manages a weak chuckle, eyes f|
My dragon spasbks$yebal htong into hi:
With a | ast wave, I mount a hor se,
mi ssion, the echoes of farewell f es

N N 7

The memory dissolved into nothingne
Saffa remembered her departure wi:
Fr om tohse v\oeiidl, anot her memory coal

chives.

W/ @R

I stand against a wal/l in the cast|
with towering shelves, topped with
What admedsamedt across the real ms f
| ofifreevery iota of knowledge finds sa
The ceiling, made of glowing crimsec
Saffa | eft One shgdamanyandat s, m
ness. My sniffles pierce the quiet.
Rol and Punit approaches, each st ej
a halo of silver and brown, obser ve
OYour heart seems tethered to dis:
oSaffa. o
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OLove is a compass, spanning distan:t
her . o

My gaze finds some solace in his pre
ing and support.

OHow about a distracti on, Soren? Let
Rol and i s quidtne atmae edt arty theolw efrastl n
from Saffa as | 6m awédtebknbows gpahdst
heard of and shares fascinating detai
reality bends in unfathomable ways.
We have many of these | engthy conver
Lost i s Rtod laemsd of wonder, the embers
understand realityd wor kings growing
mony with Roland®s tales and teaching
One day, our discussion revolves ar

by demons.
Rol and hoists a thfifcikc ibaol o kV oornatxomotrh eC
mo.nsThe cobeardbdodowpraest wearing whit

dress down to his chest. A silver amt
smal | staff.

0You may have read other tomes abou
riddled with falsehoods. This book co
By now, I trustolRBollla nrde andi tthh emye nstoiurl e.
OA wise choice. Today, [ mu st show
through much of the book before openi
showcases a scantily c¢clad dar k woman

forked taihorasd Mmeeatéxty expl ains he
to torment souls for eternity.
This imageéibutfralgdhao eal ngring.

0The mavka. Do you know this one?b6

00Only as a myth. o

0They may be real. | dve reason to be
taint our world, too; some also with
0OThatdos ¢é& awful , 6 | comment , of fende
one. OWhy is this mavka so é underdre

0They trick, beguile, and prey on |
consume. O

OPossession €€ it grants a demon cont
0Yes. Only the light of \arsax ndire ma
and shield us. 6

OWhat about those afflicted you ment
oVoraxmor priests saved every indiuvi

Law and | ight, a tenant of Voraxmor
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kind mind.

0l dm glad to hear it. How do we pl
0Good question. | want you to meet
protect you for Iife from these spi
OMeeting a second high priest of
0Josnel is the humblest person 1| 06
to see you. O

I n the ensuing mont hs, my heart m

My focus narrows to magic research
how to identify and fight off demon
Saffa ends.n Hednerstops soo0

Twenty montblkss mirmstsd ofaf fRol and and
Tenebres, the capital of Nightwind.

brown hair and green eyes enters. [
authority.

OThis is Josnel Soneph, 6 Rol and i
mor . 0

My nerves electri foHoilmnesxsit evinant
Josnel e X téeNod,s thhiast hbaenldongs t o me.
I take it.

OWhen Roland asked me to etch the
thrilled. Apologies for taking so |
I release his handTawngh siig ,prsca&kh Ir
ment of the century. I candot beli e\
room é with me. Youb6re famous, I i k€
OWe both |l ove to joke about whoos
serve and bless the |l ives of other s
0Josnelt,ogwed hle,agdd Rol and tells him
OAre you ready?6 Josnel asks me.

0l am. o6

0Do you have the faith to be prot
o0Yes. O

0And will you follow Rolandds cou
oOYes. 6

Josnel produces aoBpiaokl goamndf iangv
itds tradition to seal such fervent
Thi sdbsnagtaze is so gentl e. I trust
bl ood cover the pends tip.

OAll ow me to read the covenant of
hi s robes. 0Sor en, hereby known as
known as the contractee, enter i nt

Contractor mact eebdsycocmmands and r
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Josnel Soneph. I n return, i mmuni ty fr
contractor . ¢
A contract makvees gsoensteo tdoo mmey. plar t ,

Keen for this protection, | take t he
0l |l ook forward to continued guidance
Josnel uses a new pen to ink white c

finishes with a fiaRdéindgaokay <c<orfcdr?
Stings botheéet Imet ®Dhitslreauosmected hig
all . o6

ONow | 8l I bind it.o6 Josnel grasps a
each ci-mobe; anhbhbtrgl ass, a triangl e
On my chest, he finishes with a smal/l
oOWhat do the tattoos represent?596
Josnel sanwdwesmay hheve seen the symbo
is a tenant of Voraxmor. When etched
i cal wards of al | kinds. I n this <cas
precaution given the times we |ive in
This new magi dmigrexefuinforantel sh
ORol and told me all about Yavads demo
toos, the choice became obvious. 6
Josnel pl aces hidosYoluand ogn cmyi ss sau lvde
and | ight. 6

oOLaw and | ight, 6 | echo back. oYes,
Hi s gazoeMyl ién gdeirssc.i pl e, | shall enjoy

the coming years. 6

OMay we meet again to discuss more

permits, of course. 6

OPerhaps obbpeannf§indxtanyear . o

The year has a 06lnmondg svidighye otiaontdg @R o | aanndd
have the busiest schedules of anyone
means so much that youdre willing. 6

0Goodbye, Soren. | f youdll excuse me

» B 7
S,

o \,r\{ 1
The memory receded, giving way to pea
Suspended above, Saffa pi ecdded Itidgee tah
his tattoos, grateful for Rol and ment
of tbengdgdtiieory passion transformed int
recesses of their hearts. However, t h

and she di dsdmet husg adbesnel his voice
Anot her memory shimmered into clarit
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The sebsingasga glow kisses me as |

mi ssion is over, and the return is
had such wonderful experiences. But
Soren and | stopped wr ibtsi ngfidat wWhaoumdc
to date him again.

A joyful celebration inside entic
Mot her and Father wild have hung bl
of sunfl ower s, and produced the mos
ate to seiet mee a gdma nglaeavest. arl and wi |
theyol | never forget.

Near the gat e, I unl eash fire and
into a vivid celestial dance. Lumir

phoeni xes spoedawdhhbsom ehencngwd beh
I vault from my horse with arms o

forming a buoyant springboard. J um,|
battl ements, guards | ooking on in &
| wo®gRen the gate. o

Fir twirls around me as | |l eap a
front of the opening gate. A snowst
while my horse saunters to my side
rai sed.

ol 6m back! 6

And they set everyifi®immgoumrijiddt alni
A chorus of applause sounds from |
Oh vy ealhogwed hey

Tariqg rao@el yoyme.could make such
| shet hra hur  roiles soeveemrs, yhboeuadmwien gl.e ar

vival on your travels, my child. Yoc
I hug both myoWalrlentist woulnhadmnaoty. b
without my flair, would it?6

Rol and ambles to my sid®eSafhfia, vioiw
be here for your homecoming. I dm s

spirit.éo
I b®@Whank you, Holiness. o6 With hic

showing up at all. I met him twice
want ed.
Soren stands by himsel f, rubbing

161 1 have none of that .



108 Jef fer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . |l - Fury Feed

I approach him with mydswdrinmesta sdmialde

He gives a gentle, passionless touct

oOWel come back, 6 he says formally. o0C
sion. o

The 6&E€hbsRs, Soren. 6 | smirk hard at
proper hug now?5§d

ol thought I just did.o

OA pat doesndt count as a hug. Want
my arms out in invitation.

He inches forward anxiously.

0OYoubre being weird, 6 | tell hi m, aw

wrong?é¢6

ONot hing. o

oDondét |Iie to me, Soren. | can tel/l
MotBherfootsteps come from behind. 0
who wish to hear tales of your missio
00f course, King |Ishethra, 6 he says,

While Mother takes me to the great
goes el sewhere.

A congregation files into thegl @gsgeat
windows. | find myself encircled by e
I regale them with a tale of my | ast
aging nods

ol faced a behex,o6 | say, voice fil
i mmense creature birthed fxaf®nhydo usri xd a
feathered wings sharp asvdladess, idcu

ar @c!

Some people gasp.

Fire and ice dances thooughletmy tsi ry
dance of death. With -mhowhadeal €ssbict

floating, manticore shape of fire. 0T
a flaming shiel dai rmed tHrnags ti pfsr cane sy sfn
fire away. My voice thunders. OWith ¢
pummel ing of my ice storm, the beast
Appl ause echoes.

I bask in the attention, scanning t}
appointment creeps in.

@ x4
5Xanet, most precious of all minerals on

erties, and light weight.
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The memory and applause faded away.

Memories of her return brought Saf
with Soren. Maybe this explained hi
Like adbuemerfence, a fresh memor
bedr oom.

Sunlstgrhegams through the grand wind
twenhyrd birthday, a few months aft
bres I nstitute occupies much of my

I hop out of bed, excitedopormnad ¢
shorts. On my balcony, | obserlvéets t h
make sure they see the real me .

By my armoire, | don my gear: (gree
armor, anddnmgy worrdstoyn my back. #fin a
a blend offigroéadt anme . azDamn, I | ook
si de, | wonder i f Soren wi |l r eme mli
interactions |l atelgtp®Whhneédmhaifrabou:
my hair.

A knock interrupts me, abhsgd handla®
putting it in a pocket on my ar mor .

0Come in!éd

Tarigodmapeydsthwemrt y Saffal! o

| shet hr@abDd otldywsat to wreck the ¢

I give themlatn wampiarhl yyrd nmi nor e

ol remember, 6 Father says, | aughi

0Sorends spe and my fire didnot

oOYou two get ng along?6 Mother a:

oWe talk |it e, and heds moved o
pointed. o

OHave you considered asking him t

r
X
|

ONo. Whatdés the point?¢
oCommunication. How do you know wl
|  siirdisg obvi ous he doesndt care an
0Give it time,d Father says. O0Maylt
are glad to have you. 66

0l dve enjoyed teaching. My <cl asse:
Fat her t alkds bmyt . hamadd.a), I &dm so pr
come. Youd6re our bright ember and g

Mot her nad@dfgfest asneyour <cel ebrati on,
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0See you later!o6 | run out.

I n the courtyard, Il stroll through &
ergetic conversations. Bl ue and gol d
cious feast adorned with pots of sunf

Near by, Rol and wander s, hi s presence

ORoland!6 | yell, navigating toward

0l was visiting an orphanage in Tene
birthday. Howds castle I|Iife treating

A hearty | aocgghsestapebi mg.the kids
chasemorhbyt ear every day. 6

ol ndeed, adventure has its own all ur
me mber , someti mes our fiercest battl e
He straightens up before | can resp
rai ses hisoglbhapy bhrahdawnst Saff a. Ma \
vi brant and enchanting, I|ike you. Let
oThanks, Rol and, 6 | say, l'ifting my
sorcererds spell, may we all have unp

He gives an amused chuckle and waves
I saunter through the crowdresipeaki s

When the afternoon sun mel |l ows, I n
with wide blue eyes behind dar kdgl ass
blue shirt melds with her yellow shor

OHell o there, mighty warrior. What 0s

oOYsarel .o

0OYsarel, would you |ike to see my me

0l would!dé she says, jumping up and

This one is sodbsutaefilght er.can tell

I start by conjuring a flicker of f1
fl ake, and 0ls shetn di.t on Ysarel

She licks it off.

Ador abl e!

Next, | shape fire into a phoenix an
t hougbamoandn components of my magi c.

Ysar el | i stfeinlsl endi tehy ewso nadserl answer a

o0Saffa, 6 Soren says from behind me.
ing gray robes and standing with more

My heart flips as | gazedatrbmember ¢
my birthday after all. OHiIi, Soren. ¢

0l know itds been a few years since
for you. Not grand | i ke birthdays pa:c
great hall one hour before midnight. ¢

00One of your birthday surprises? | c
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0Thanks for remembering. 6

Sorenobows. the | east I can do. | €
your return. Things have been busy.

Tension melts away i n myoltdodr sla,k ear
mu c h . But it must be | ate. Il dm at T

He nold&l.l call on you after dinner
me a quick hug before wandering off

0Do you | ike him?6

ol do. ¢

OHe | i kes you?bé

oWedll see. o

OAre you going to kiss?6

I soOo@rbobbably noftyod tsdso wled tg m gt d ak

The |ittle girl makes alf aaeataltlo
l ate! o

OHow about five more minutes?56
OYes! 6

We enjoy the | ast rays of sun, ou
Ysarel to bed, watching her scurry
\E
Unbeknownst t Ysar el revers
FIl oating above, Saffa watched Ysa
and vanished. She issued a @tmenbhaftl|
surprise and the I ong chat after.

The Veil touched her mind. This ni
heri ddy with anticipation. Col ors s
the gbsaetnthmabhhce, one hourt hbierfdo rbei rn
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OFor every ailment, there exishana si
ideal . o
i Grimoire of Mal adi es

CC

A Chapiter 9

UNVEILING

¢ Saffa «

| eave the castle courtyard and st o]
I(‘)So t hought f ul of Soren, despite ol
surprise, | pull the hairbrush out
itds perfiledivtg stshiraigay. [ put the ha
then fluff my hair with a fluttering
where we | effiiof  myt wvedyeams ago
With i magesdofammas i madSiomgnt hrough my
I nudge the sturdy doors open.
The | arge hal/l reveals itself, dim w
a r-atnhehed floor. Beyond, a | arge gol d
uid. Exotic black and white plants | a
witbhnes decorates the floor.
OQuite the dramatic touch, Soren, 6 |
Dark tendrils rise from the floor, e
oOTHeaa@k?
Shadowy portals swirl behind the ca
Footsteps echtowdlrfotmh t her P@m kj, oiani ng.
I only make out their silhouettes.

The doors sl am shut.

0Seize her! 6 someone orders.
AmbusH'!eap freebd fgroimpg,heandce ntdhrdy sr et
Voi cesOMat ©lniegat us! 6

Ten dark tendrils snake out, bi ndi n
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draining chill

Someone dlhg rsipteegls., 6

Fire shoots up to meet a grand c¢h;
Twelve hooded pectcobonbestiBBhdveéem ko
white robes adorned with blue circl
each of their staves tethers to me
t he sgtlaaiesndeodws .

Théye VoraRmbbspobesbas from thei.

t h

t hem, so t hleeyv entu szte ableo tlso w n e rel
buoemce | get my arms free.
OVisilenvdledm, perbBeonf amt ones, i n
A silver shimmer seals the room.
The center person stepsoA ogrwand,en
Saffa. Quite a stage, yes? Wedve pl
Consider it our birthday gift. 6 Ho
head, his face changing. Rol arn.d Pur
I narrow myRelyamsd2aHaeHasm.wdoe doi ng?
0Greetings. Remain still while we
OMwhat ?

OForward. 6 Roland snaps his finger
Thi 8ti about salvation or exor ci S ms

stands as a betraying specter, not

ONever took you for the villain, |
0Trust me, Saffa, as you al ways h;
A table to the right, topped witt
catches my eye. The vileness of a
ance.

0You went to all this trouble for
00nce the evil spirit within you i
OEvi Impspa€and ,thibd Incwe ymod Ireceiv
ONobody responds to it,é6 Roland o
her . 6

oYes, Hol iness, 6 they al/l say.

I fight against the black binds,

I can throw fire and ice at these L
OExcell ent, d Roland says-l gaNowt!l 0
Crimson |lightning and shadows eru
del i er. It ejects out ofsr oend giets,, sfpard
stonewor k.

OPerform the binding of | aw and | |
OAl baclado, 6 the eleven in white |

Runetshd nwhite heptagon rise from t
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OSummon the moroi.o

They hold theiroV¥daatetesmma glhmb rcd aMd ri tr
Black lightning shoots into the char
heptagon, where a humanoid figure ris
and red sparks. Hi s crimson eyes bl ece
hand.

OWegdrlj,elst8ee gobdued my meal. You ha
OAbout that, 6 Roland says. oYou won
bani shed by | aw and |light. Your <centu

The white strands$ hmgkewi ol atarogndi Mc
Looksdrirkeet Ithe only one whods surpr

ONo! ®6 he hisses, throwing his thunde
gonds edge. He attempts to move, but
me? |06l stalk you for eternity. No nm
ten. 0
OYoudre bound forever, Mortemir, 6 Rc
be silent. o
The <circles elongate i nbtso awhnmst,e | cehga
mout h. Unable to move or speak, his e

[@m astoni shed at how much | oathing
0Begin the ritual, 6 Roland orders.
The wizards pound their staves into
rel ease. Ceremoni abWkbhbhvbboddagnyenhht
our intent. By this sacred seal, we |
droplets fall. Hands drag across neclk
stains.

On the fr irnogoee,d tnhaeg egrasbyst ai ns fr om
empty. He gesdWerewspalnat a.nd ones,

A faint bubble forms around me.

I 6Banbelifftvlikemgdsaagrsly one spirit me

my bi Rtelad 4 y ?
SomMesn face morphs to his appearance

ber. OPl ease dondt struggle, Saffa. T
0Soren, stop! How can you believe w
friends for fifteen years. Remember o
Soren meets my pleading eyes.

ol f you care about her , donot stop, €
0l dm not tricking you. We were cl os
ness. You wanted to talk tomorrow é h
0l 6m hel ping you, 6 Soren says, | ooki
already is. o6

I

a
and gl amkiersi ah tSloe eqpel | before i
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Soren scul pts his hands, and t he
other el even murmur in monotone, I
I n the hush of the void, | e
I n the hush of the voi d, | e
I'n thevbudgdh bfttbar covenan
After raising pal ms hdTghhr,o utghhe yt htios
know the thoughts of our soul s. 6 Ha
tracing white robes inside blue cir
0So much blood on your white robe:
OA bit outshined?d Roland asks. 0
you, Saffa. o6
I scream, yanking my arms free of
This ritual wild.l do something terrtr
resorting to magic.
0Sor en, this is wrong. Look at t h
infernal words?6
Soren, face tight, gazes at Morte
ards.
oDonot falter, Soren, 6 Roland tel
went over this. Saffads |ife dependc
Ive known Soren since we werdé eic
heds got to I|isten.
0Sor en, this wonot end wel | for m
0Do you plan on murdering her?06 S

Hope sur gefishe nhansy dhoeuabrtts .
ONo, 6 Roland answer sldsph&k i mar, b mro

noreses and stay focused. Once bani

0Soren, 6 | implore. O0Thereds no e
ship. Trust our |l ove. 6

0lt seeks to beguile you. Re me mbe
ni ght, oriadsnheer gdeise ss,t raommdger 6 free to

I reach toward Soren, tears trickl
safgmlsorry for causing his sadness
0ol dm just Saffa, your | ifelong fri
enced. Believe me é please. 0

A sudden silence hangs while Rol al

oSaffa, 6 he says, head rising. ol

Frustration boi |osSoarse nmhy Lnausstc |cehsa ncc
I 1l fight you. 6

0The spiritds enraging you, Saff a,
stand down for once. To save you, I

OWh aAr?e you f uckidén gHasnedrsi ohuesa,t i Shagr, e nl
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fire. I &m gutted by him siding with F
everyone in this room to set myself f
0l dm so proud of you, Soren, 6 Rol and
Follow my command and finish your spe
shall still and have peace. 0

oYes, Hol i ness, thank you, 6 Soren s
resuming his spel/l

I hur | an azure fireball at my newf
ship, our | ove, i s all gone in an ins
oVentada. 6 Wind howls from Rol andds
dondét resist. Wedre trying to help vyo
Muscles aching from the col d, dar k
stopped, no matter the cost.

Chilled by sorrow, I conjure a bliz:
As | cawywgwiusgh,inl thrust my arms at So

oMorfluo. ¢

A bul ging shadowy 0ssp hsetraef ff laite smyf rbolm
o] es maeatshwishhdawy tendr il shoots o
t I f to his staff.

I remake my Dblizzard into &hilantacef
is contorted with effort.

oVentada! 6 Roland drives his staff i
My ice redireaeths ofbpheopnp elriinmm gwitthhe ac ham
obes and fl esh. Wi zards scream in p

—_

stings my cheek.

I wipe my f acedt Duvorrekc.t Taotot aecakssy woon d
burst wild.l eliminate them al/l

Fiery rage takes over, my skin adop
dance of red flames, a giant plasma o

Rol and spd @esmihanst rsitdaefsf!.od
Prismatic beams shoot from the ends

Soren.

Il hurl my flaming spheres at the mag
engul fing six in fire. Wi th panicked
0Thatds right, pricks. Burn!ao

Dark tendrils arésunbdarrei esrl sackiemz | &R,0 |
and hol ding.

I n this moment of turmoil, frost c¢o\
daggers floating around my hands. Wit
tearing fabric, slicing fl esh.

Pained groans cut through ©Obebaor gerl
shatter. He and Soren stand unhar med,
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oONowh@®s outshined?90

The binds | oosen further.
OMaintain the cords and fear not,
the spirit inside her. Somsugo. 6
Shadows coaleédsetapoundyhisastet amfyf
with savage col d.

Rol and stands wup straighter, cracl
owy cords around me.

IGve never been hithlwisthihmbdaek i mag
heavy.

Ysar el ent ers my opDeornidph ehruarlt wvmys ifa
Horror zips along myodspiget Not s ¥
0OYsarel, what are you doing here?:
ol will fight for you, Saffa,d Ys
your magic, we can beat them!§o

| kndw shdighter, but | fear for
0Soren, 6 Roland calls out, opl eas:
Hastily weaving a0 Aneiwntpraatstpeor.n6, he
Silver wind gusts from his finger.
floor in crimson around my feet, toa
Ysar el vani shes.

Though rel ibeveeémbyaYs&dreim the rit
spel | . Unable to ask him about it
Rol and arches ancbhgkbcewantt thaese
vomits and falls wunconscious. Soon
around me. Its surface shifts and d
across the chamber .

I try to conjure more fire to bat
fingertips. Fear, an unusual emoti c
OTi me to extract the spirit,dé Rol
spell . ¢

OHoliness, 6 the formation says, p
I wave my chilly hands Sainoddnd. A |

(7]

wn

my

OLuzferna!

A beam

of

queezing

Crackl

i ng

l'ing the

eeping
Dar kne

body.

S S

0
bl inding whstet afightstenr

my heart stild]
OMal carga! 6 the others yell

l ightning shards shoot

air and windows. Li ke r az
t hr oughé noyu tarimmogr ,é ssht oacbkbii nngg
encroachdsivenchdsenmlyi B
A pdvemaheVvVercexpeneehced b
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I &m changing into something el se. New
Mor t@&smiari mson eyes fix on me with a
0ltds coming out, 6 Roland says. 0Get
As | |l evitate, my skin shifts from

My shoul der blades grow, piercing thr

unfurling |like a pair of celestial dr

sapphirtehwobmgisdwan veins form, bones

a spiked tip. The sensation from my b
A tendril of mist tears through my |

refl ecti ngdst hcer iaisaomd e lliterext ends, wi g

ma mb a , thinning toward its end. | can

My toned muscles enl arge, ri pped wi:
forehead, followed by jagged bones, a
knuckl es, knees. My eyes brighten frc
formed to reamddsanlti keugael,d.i ts

My -epltitting cry reverberates as | e
found ®lowetruyrh these fuckers into cin

Mages cover their ears. Murmurs sour

oWhat type of demon, Holiness?0

oOMavka, 6 Roland answers. OFrom the c

0The Underworl d?6 one asks.

ol't cannot be, 6 another says. 0They

0l thought so, too. But my suspicion

nd banish this abomination to the vo

| e.

a
b o]
161 1 bani sh these bitches.
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OMot modre, 6 the ensemble intones,
The binds tighten around my waist,
My vicious snarl cuts through the
fl ames, matching their new col or .
strengt h, magic, and pri meval i nsti
Arms and wings oPpweadowiedevhel mi @t
My wings flap as | fly upward, fi

bubdd egri p.
Terror bl eeds from each o&i zaedd. e

ability. I relish feasting on their
OWe must combine our Ilightning, 6 |
Al | iorvtad ia,ud al ga. 6

A Iline of crimson |lightning stor m:
I I'ift my hand, crafting a floati
The storms thunder onward, smashi |
tering to the floor. Some lightning
around me, branding my skinsamodcéatre

|l eat her and fl esh pervade the hall

Agony howls from my mowtMh sasabl er
Youdre going to burn!é Wi th wrath,
me .

O0Gemhrvicul um! é

A green rope,0d0d egthafrfe,d ftloi Ro,|] amrda p

exotic plants catch fire, gray smo
staff, wrapping around Mortemir.

I grab the electric lIlines in disd:
ing the Ilines in fire, bursting th
twists faster, forming a cyclone.
Panic fills their ranks.

OWe must retreat! o6 a wizard yell s
ORegroup now, or die, 6 Roland cri
seal . 0

Each wizard squints against my bri
rai sed, tb®wyt bhant héaperpetual s phi
bl ood tokens and signs, we summon t
Amused by their chand¥oumyhidelkpyo
me ? 0

The surrounding tornadeadh awie s amwd
their eyes.

I l at her my | ips, i magining them
beat s, I fly upward, my tornado ex|
against my fl-ofght gr bwsé pedve atr pthlgesra,d
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it. Whatever heds trying with this sp
My roar resounds as | tear it off wi
The other rope unravels from Mortemir
OWe need a new catalyst, 6 Roland say

us. 6 He sweeps his staff. oOVentada. 6

Unconscious Soren tumbles toward me,
ing tornado. Good. Let him burn for h

0By the Seven Circleds | ight, we ban
Voi ce.

Staves c¢crash doovanc rweiltgho'!ab shout of

A fiery crimson heptagon flares just

My tornado splits into eleven small
None can evade my fiery indignation.

Three wizards incinerate to ash, whi
retreat, burn and fl ail . Pain and pan

oOVentrides!d A prismatic sphere flic

Soren, smoldering, falls in a heap r

The heptagon detonates, throwing m
comes from nowhere. A bloodred ray er
a colossal sl edgehammer, forcing me t
ical shape.

OYouol | pay for this, coward!o6 | yel
ing happens. ol 61l 1 hunt vyou wuntil t h
| aterall y,crlusdheifnyg twheei grhaty 6tso st and, u
muscles to overpower it.

O0Your cage awaits, 6 Roland says, hi s

Soren, covered in fl ames, stirs. Ey
tome flies from his robes to the sphe

He expl odes.

Countless crimson particles follow t

My earlier anger at Soren popéslike

been a close friend for fifteen years
cover my eyes.
The sphere spins, gobbling the gol de
ovVentada. 6 Roland waves his staff,

white chains shattering. A Dblur of sh
edge.
OAnviculum!éd A new green rope uncoi
sphere, and wraps around my wai st.
With every ounce of strength, I tear
OYou cannot bind me, false priest, o

within the spherefds center, dizziness
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my muscles | ike rocks, |l i mbs tuckec
protrusions retract, | eaving no mar
to brown as it whips about. Al i S
0ln some realms, time creeps at a
ning. o6
i The Known Real ms, Vol
CC

i Chapfier 10

AFTERSHOCKS

af f a, mind numbed with shock, ol
herdd imemori es eiagnet ,bastke IBad cat t

stitut e, harnessing swor dswinmdg ien
battl emage for thirteen years, Sore
graduated. Bratgon, their eastern 1
surprise attack near Marasheart. Tw
bl urmekedshe forced it away.

Moments of her mission replayed i
of mosnlsa yeirn g , revelry, flings, ser\

earned the respect of many.
According to Roland, B8tekeehfdr snorp

l'ife. Cultists she met on her missi
with wings and three tails.

Al l demons came from Navi a. Some
there.

Sabsaempat hic and ki transfer abi
coming a mavka. Mot her and Father &
Deep | oathing for Roland Punit bl
buti on. Al s o, Soren.

Betrayal poi soned her trust , s hat
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had sided with Roland over hedrt. sltta npda
for it.

The Veil shone br i gihsthley dtahrreodu gnho th eorp
While they hovered in silence togett
Mi nutes passed beforedd hetyome afplpearn .
vani shed, and t he-bdtalckr amparitng! shie came
yell ow fl ames. Upon opening her eyes,
and bl ank, unemoti onal stare.

She howled with anger. The mavka unl
taking hold. Wi th power enveloping he
0Soren! I pleaded with yoddw!'w Bludtr ey oyuwo
Her sword ignited as she drew it. She
bl ow.

He stared, a gaze she recoginheed we
would shut down, crawling into his sh

Her sword nearFad khing fsarye swank.t hi ng!
me out! é

Somet hi n,g twhenigcySoheand t hought .

No kiltheSdiem, head finished.

The pup cal med her ire.

@m not, Skadwieysbut | need

With her fiery sword waving dar cewrech
bl ink.

0Shit.dé6 Anger subsided as a knot t i
witched him. 6 Roland had tricked and
Hoped. The

ty, I sure could use your hel

alternative? Unthinkabl e.
OFelici
Not hi ng.
OMaybe they candt hear. Or dondét <car
Touc,h thhhem fire head thought.
After extinguishing her sword, she s
gasped.
Morbidly icy. A living corpse.
Whil e summoning her fire, she caress
She met his eyes, hers tearing upon
Rare demons coul dmipnodsssesmsi geophavert
Despite exerting her will, she sensed
Mot her would know how to help. For 1
ing, and she hoped for a cure and ans
The bubbl e. It was how she had come

stbedl appeared in the void, spinning. E
Rol and had mentioned a cage and Net!lt
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green ropes. For what reason?
Unable to decipher it, sheftsma fd ues
air, the |l eather of the tent, and h
Wo w, | smel | good!
While exploring around the tent,
€ clearer.
OMy senses are enhanced. |1 06ve got

my hands. And el bowRubsihog |l der sh a ma
head, more proaMwusfiomeheadkled Thhlee .er
her eye, its new color matching Nic
can flyl!ld

You change time oi ¢y uke®ftflaought .

Spi kes gobde ffor ef hglatdi mglded.

Eager to try flying, she fl apped |

into O6&eceiehitng, and she hovered,
amazing!é Leaning forward and beati
into the ground. o0Gonna need some f

OLet s get Soren home so Mother c
him up |ike he weighed nothing and
@ x&

Saffa and unmoving Soren floated i

yell ow wisps danced around them,
memory, these wisps brought her pes

A force pushed her down. She bent

Faster, they rose.

OWedre going home, Skadni!é

Faster.

Fun, ride heads thought.

Faster.

The wisps spread into radiant pil |

Faster.

Faster beyond reckoning.

The wisps scattered, ©Omsveghti sgya I
by this surreal, cosmic view, the h
against her boots. Burned fl esh anc

Adrenal ine ramhtehrouglmlHer veins.

A great hall began shimmering int
holding goblets. Three charred cor

O0OAnd é itds midnight, éd Roland sai
ti ons, everyone. We did it.©o6

Saffa and Sorendomatentefkrized in t|
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Everyone gasped, placing their cups
Rol and. He must die.
With Soren frozen, a solo battle aga
on his back and drew her sword, |l egs
0ltds back! o6 a scorched wizard said.
0Silence, 6 Roland ordered, marred by
We must try again to save your soul .o
OFuck you, Rol and. Youdre going down
oWai t , Saff a, you dondt under st and. ¢
I ntent on cleaving his neck, she da

newfound athleticism.

OVentSoimipeasr a. 6

Shadows fl ew frombotshestaHdnd®eAl ipari stma
with darkness, rose from floor to cei

oSaf f a, pl ease. 6

She hammered on the barrier with her

l ce could wor k.

At jagged angl es, it crawled up her
and sl ashes.

Maybe burning it.

She swungfihreer caozvierreed bl ade, causi ncg
mor e, so she sheathed it.

Perhaps direct el ement al attacks.

OAre you ready to talk yet?6

oOWatch this!dé With arms forward, azt
the other, lighting the hall in blue.
l' i ke cyclones. I neffective.

Mi ndf ul of not exhausting her ki, st
giving herself time to plan a more ef

O0My whole I|ife, you pretended to be
But | see through your charade. o6

0The exorcism failed. 1 6m sorry for
has taken you, but we wondt give up h

Lies, all of it. Bl atant gaslightincg

0This isfilmyatcceaeamt siet f Yet you stildl
priate for your religion. Youdre a re

Rol and tshie nfkiyre head thought.

Smel | Il itkhee nmocreoihead added.

The stinkiest.

OWe spent months trying to find a cu
ing soft voice. oOlf youdre willing, w

Rage <came, sparking intuition. Her
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pinpoint, amplifying the applied foc
|

OAI'l shall die!d6 she hissed, stri
o0Saffa, stop. We need to talk abo
ing sickness. 6

OFucking die!déd More punches. Str o
The next punch cr eadreacAa fteiw ymohroe
hole | arge enough to incinerate eve

Brown blood seeped from her hand.
from the éuUBflLUrbe tasteng yours nex

0Soren! 6 Roland yelled. o0l know hi
OMore 1|ies, you wretch. | Ove corn
Mot her to be gentle é with your exe
oBecause of you, Soren will die.
believe me. ¢

Though sohte rcecaud dRol andds emotions
twinge of truth came from his words
With a close eye on him, sheNd.aclkt
camn be. Heb6s dying. [ need answer s,
OWhat did you do to him?6é

o0You did this, Saffa, with your d
oBut | can heal him. Soren, in Kir:é
whol e. 0

Him invoking the deity offended hi

taught about his mercy, grace, and
her had ddausnad aSigr €n Somet hing el se
Soren sat up, coughing while he q

f oun db sS aef yf eas . OMy gi r IBfyr it enréd GHse ladms mue
done. 6
OYoudre not undone, Soren é Donot
tions?6

0But you hid your demon self. You

She needed him for tholsdmigthil lanme
kneeling beside him, keeping her tq
0l changed into a mavka during the

0Soren, 6 Roland said, o0she left vy

0Sad. Hurt. Crushed. 0

ol had to go on my mission. I f el
it. o

o0Tel |l her what you know about mavl

0They possess people, enslaving t|

0Good é speak your truth.o
ONo, Soren, I woul d never do such
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Saffa. Despite everything, | just wan
0Get wup, Soren. Dond6t | et it beguil e
OTherse@isr ino i nside, 6 Soren said, sta
mav Kk a. Did you know this whole time?6
OWrong, Soren. The spirit taints her
|l ess souls from it. Wi Ill you help me
0The house of Nightwind is infested
ward the grand door s. 0l want no part
so | may | eave. 6

Gutted, she put a hand over her mou
explaining himself?

0Soren, | aw and |light needs you. I C

Soren awkwardly stopped in his track

When he had received the tattoos, t|l
| alhsd commands. That was why he had stc
in the tent earlier.

Chills coursed thr ough |hew nfyr occno ntnhaen
your spell, and when vyou.Hsee ehaidt sc od d nap
in the ritudasl cboenipolreet ihoins, astpteelwi ngnt hhb e

0Soren, | command you to banish this
cage it and Minmata to crush it.o

ol wish you were human, Saffa, 6 Sore
oYour demon form offends me. 6

ONo, Soren, 6 she said, chest tight,

0l do! Demons must go. 6

0Sor en, resi st . | know you can with

oVerupelota. 6 As he shaped his hands

Al attempts to fly or walk out fail

0Dondét do this. Fight his commands. ¢

Fire and ice could pierce the bubbl
hi m, l osing a chance for answers. The
she might have with Gercoetwr dloroveéen Ib
to circumvent the contract? Maybe voi

After the bubble formed, oBonmat &l @&s
slowly coll apsed with brutal crushing
in the void.

0Soren €& stop é06 she groaned, hol di
strength.

0Speak to me no more, demon, 6 he sai

—

he bubble forced her to her hands an
I  wi sh you Hwdedr eg ihvuenma nh,e rS atfhfea .ans wer
| and. | f she became human, Rol andds c
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mav k a; the target of his command wc

But she must be sneaky and possess:s
She cal med her mind, reverted to
closed in.

OYoubve weakened and suppressed tt
now. 0O

Despite imagining hers#lafybieni bhi ®n
mavka form.

Whil e embracing pain and anger, st
swiftly unfolded. Wings anddg ahadl &.r
OHurry, Soren, itdés fighting your
This ti me, their minds mel ded. Hi
her, a new appendagesioéd heat mmi aldl. y .
feelingheaylels , ofnohsiem mouth, arms, | e
Oh, WO W, this is weird.

Saffa? | hear your voice in my he.:
Sorésn,met | Ove exploited a | oophol
Just kil me ! Il want no part of w
No, Soren! Why woul d | do that?
Yodw e a mavka; how can | believe a
A painful di scussion would happen
wi t h.

Stop saying such things and trust
May | ?

You want to possess me?

Ié think | already have.

I hate thids, nbubtheguedhdittler e
OMagmuta, é she said with his mout |
The bdusbbfloer ce rel axed.

How do | stop it?

Spread my ar ms.

Hi s ar ms, now her arms, spread ouf
0By the Circles, 6 Roland said. OT|
0OBut thprevanhtacit, 6 a wizard sai
olé6ll fix it. Soren, I command vyo
eternal mi ssion. 6

Saffa exerted control, overriding
from acting, ensuring her continuec
Bve gotshyou,hoSgrhen, smiling in tri
still felt Ywmiwod esdfievw ewiotf h hmen.

I never meant to @&Glurtuwydersttidng.ou
No, Buoue youa shit ton of troubl e.
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0The fiend found a | oophole, 6 Rol an
Soren before itds too | ate.o

She stood asdhaodok Bbr eh fwhaosl dai nog zhaerr
self in another body.

She facedoMNdhel avngeamr dwi.l | you tor ment
your infernal l'ight. Surrender now or
oDemon, 6 Roland spat. o0ln the name ¢
at her , he intoned, oDedi mort. o6

A noxious green ray splatted out.

Ti me sl owed asdshecronpnoewcetrifounl dneienpde ned
Tel | me how to defend against the ms
Whas happening? Everything is sl ow.
Tel | me !

Hés cast a spell to rip out your hea
t heenr tically while pointing in front
She forced his spell, his hands and
appeared, i ntermagtcng TRel ameér gi es
migtreen mist. A resonant hum and shoc
defl ecting against a wal/l, bouncing ¢

di sintegrating 1it.

Can you be more gentle with my body?
W&re in a fucking battl e. | &m new t
You weakened nmee xihm uysa terd wioorw . d . I

She needed his magic and must help I

| feel all of you, Soren, and | can
Ti me resumed, and she hurried to hi
her fiery ki. But it was her hand now
fire going out and in.

6m feeling everything twice!

®m a puppet.

Soren, your mind is free, and | neec
OAim your staves at the chandelier,
power to bind the demon and sl ay it.
now. Kirem, save his soul .56

I wonlet ,shem hawudghtyoumoving him int

@ X

How do we I[Sraddka ttheiurghghi el d?

Al'l hope ands jHéeyadfolneddt HBosweann t

We trained for thirteen years togeth
can do this, so fucking get it togeth

My tradtnisngveaikKlamt or Lech.
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Why Halatreee you bringing them up no
OUse Morsligatus on the chandel i e
The formation intoned the spell,

around each staff.
Having seen Gsnhnomagdi co,f sShoa eknnew a
toward the r oomdass mietnttceerr..0 OFi gupetr

Stone tiles and earthy debris ros:
til es, crimson fl ames shot from her
Dark tendrils snaked out from the
col ddrmairmi ng her ki, but she remain
Suggestion on next spell?

SomMesn i ncoherent thought s, fear, a

Pl easafhal p hwamgtht Wotuthwhnohr emeponse
i ntokey nPaogrntii t as, 6 twiddling his fi

spear s. As she pushed her arms and
prismatic shield with sounds of she
i mpact . Ho | eisn ge nheirkgee dme I diriinpgp wa x .

ORedirect to our shield. 't must |
The dark cords unraveled from her
while the colorful barrier spread t

oDammit, 6 Mahyebgrwevlealn use the che
Too risky.

I di sagree. We must try.

Darkness engulfed the room.

0You, Holiness?06 a wizard asked.
oONo. Her mother broke the wards. o
ol mpossible, 6 another wizard said.
The grand chandelier above strobe:
i ng.

0The I ight of Roramdwioldshheimd dof
Mo tbhsergoi ng, tSa fdfeas ttrhooyu gthhte nwi t h gl
The grand doors creaked. A dar k wi
in, whistling. Majestic ebony wings
that Saffa red®sghoakd &ndmoSbeenst:
forked red tail slithered |ike a sn
nai |l s.

Thick feardsenguhfiled Soren

Trust our hearts, Soren. Trust yol
oHell o, Saffa and Soren, 6 Mot her
OWe are one, 6 Saffa said with bot|
OPossession so soon. You al ways wi

Ol shet hra, 6 Rol and said from beh
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abomination. And you hid yourself all/l
demonic infestation in Nightwind. o
The doors sl ammed],i kakncdk itnhge wwitzha rad ss h
trembl ed. Mot her i nhaled before breat
shooting them into the chandelier. Mo
bolts shot out, pummelingbuhstbBarrier
0Shields!dé Roland cried out.
oVentrides, 6 the wizards intoned, ir
The | arger barrier shattered into ti
their personal shields, its energy di
0l nvaders. Youbve defiled my chandel
mine. o

oYoudl I burn in Kirembesarhimgdtwhiwt ¢ c |

charged Mother.
Saff a, use Mbheechahodebher flying to
from &el andf f.
A luminous, gol den whs po ustnsatkreedt cohuetd f
ing with the bril $da@aihdeehn fata Rdalaand,S hs
prismatic shibolodlEmbehsaerapberdnwhil e

and whip against his Luzferna spell s.
Hel p me, SWormy Whadedpwh¢dPs Smififda we
in shock, but she drew on their expe
dragon.

O0Mal carga! 6 Wi zards shot crimson |
shook the windows, her ears buzzing.
Sabsaraised I eft hand with its eject
from her right i nt-Bothet abpadeheernto
mouth while thinking of a dragon; the

her DblizwadrdgagdmeexXpanded to four ti m
chandel i er.

The dragon soared, flanked the wizart
Wi t h 8%o0rheann d , she flew it in a second
their robes in a firestorm. I n a fina
remnants to fly through goblets, flin

Wi ne.

A heavy sadneés bmabpsheli Sotboughts
I n B8afiwarl d, Soren had used a spell
I't should disrupt their | ightning. 0T
his hands up and down. Stone tiles

Mot her showed Saffimambde SbulpaskcabBeoaas ¢
it to slay her enemies, removing souls fr
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sprawling, disrupting their I ightni
Pani ckedoV¥éamintisdeo§d6 cried out. Ne
broke apart against her fl ames. On
coll apsed into a smoldering husk.
She twirled, hurling a volley of
clean through. Bl ood spurting, they
Four wizards, stildl burning, navi (
0Crufulga, 6 pummeling her with mor e
electricity stung every muscl e.
0You bastards will pay for that!o
vortex around herself. Wi th a scre;
heir |ightning, freezing three inf
i mbs dr,adkdd ionfg to the ground in
She rushed the | ast wizard, yanke
severing his head. A geysers oafkedr ihn
Joyf ul from slaying these wizards
scattering ice chunks.

ORol and, youdre minel é

oDonot interfere, 6 Mot her told hel
I n case of danger, she stood by S
0 SomsCu qud-Md Igaaar ga! 6
Abounding lightning mixedswistlafgha
rounded Mot her. 't sl ammed her to t
Mot her | ihfatnedd hAe rf ioefrfy pi |l |l ar of s
tempest | eaped to it, exploding | i
Mot her flew into the air.

OFeel Kirembs Meadlkhpffiremd o Gemno
Twin beams of white |ight c¢crashed
the ground while stone fragments f
hi ssed.

OMot her! 6 Saffa cried out, having
She stood, twirling Soulash above
f or med, defl ecting the beams into
pl oded, c¢crashing to the ground.
OYpudbeshe said, cracking Soul ash
oLuzferna! 6 Another beam of white
Her form became sizzling crimson |
With a flaming whipdstpi ke ma¥ihel d,
she demanded with her fiery mout h.
0 Menfenrt ada! o

A ferocious O0gsalfel abnteesw ahMpoatrhte.r

Saffa held Soren tight and angl ed

_—
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wi nd.

Mot her reformed into her mavka body,
oYield. o

Winds calmedpoRtolraemdr el axed. O0Agai ns
wi n.o

ol &1 1 kil |l him, 6 Saffa said, eager t
o0No, I allow his retreat. 6

oOWhy |l et him go?6

oLater, Saffa. o6

Mot her often said | ater about many t
the middle of a battl e.

O0You allow nothing, demon. The purit
oLeave my house, 6 Mother said, kicki
to fuck off. Also, be mindful, Dbecaus

| ament as my atbaypsesstry along the
DangSaffa t hougvhet nweivtelr rheesapredc ther t a
Nausea sw@asn sthoBaclen

I&s okay, Soren. Mother means well
0Obi montrav. 6aBbaddwfobwndl edThi s i
you, | shethra. Stay strong, Soren. An
Darkness swall owed hi m.

With a | ong sigh, Mot her gazed aroul
into he&elr thlminmk this hall wil/| need so
past. 6

Saffa i ckkneerwedy.ou were a badass, Mo

|l evel s. 6
Mot her wiped debri s odfifmeedoh gloaevt ®
true nature, daungihgthetr .c hthotw? about a | a

"7An endl ess chasm@isspamas mmany edferMaewdi a o t h
Abyss. 6 Beneath it |ies the Underworl d, h
demons.
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OFor stoemmem sliodneg ef fects of demoni c
and intimacy. For ot her s, m
i Navian Nirvana: Tales of Tant
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Saffa rem@isnedomidnir oSolrienng hi s body
aftermath racing through her minc
Hi , ,Sdrheen fire head thought.

Gl ad y,obbhejbobcywy bhead added.

Hel llme thought sadly.

Soren, theehe@kadhnhihoughés you.
Thamlest hought IBaddn , kgersd puyf fRal art

I n her bedr oom, Saf f a, |l shet hr a, :

you.
OMot her, 6 Saffa started, still fi

enacting the kill order. ORol and®s

possession prevents it. What shoul o
OYou must remain until we find a c
OFi ne. Now you have some expl aini
0l assume you transformed during
oYes, Rol and forced it out of me

How did you know?é6
OA prophecy. 0
OWhy didnot ymwmel aweht mentabdotdhe i dar
0l candt say. o
0And who gave you this prophecy?o6
0l candt say. o
Saffa groanedoiunfiendstesat ebwamgen
into the great hall, knowi ng someth
OYes. She says hello. 6
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0l honestly don6t know what to say r
oSaffa, understand | would6éve told vy
OSure, wMatbheer you say. o

o0Did Roland mention anything about t
Said nothing to me

0Soren says no, but during the ritu
by the end of my birthday. Maybe he h
OPerhaps. 6

OPerhaps?6é6 Saffa asked, huffing at
bot hered by any of this?06

0Shoul d | be?6

o0Yes? No? | dondét know! 6

OYsar el told me details of the ritu
cal m. 6

0She offered to fight the wizards wi
OA most promising warrior.o

oCan | see her?606

0Soon. W&eudtiaiviee he mor ni ng. Wi || y ou
t here?

0l suppose. O

0Thank you.6 Mother ran her hands th
our naturesrewebresuwighefour virtues

ki ndness. A mavka is one type of Nav
Your mavka ki emerged during the ritu
Each virtue resonated with Saff a, al
called her a demon and spirit.
OLi ke Erindelle from your story gr o)
myth about how Erindelle defended a t
0Yes, 6 Mot her answered, opening a n
hairbrush. oO0His Ventada spell mucked
Saf f a &slnbowret egdoot a better one i f you
When brushing failed, Mother pinchec
gl ed knot. Hair smol dered, falling to
0Seriously, | have a fantastic one.
o0Our hair growth is supernatural, sc
OFuck, 6 Saffa said, standing and hur
brush with metal pins. She jogged bac
ONice brush, 6 Mother commented, t aki
Mot her , head of the council, formed it t
an effort tosfspgheéeadiomgximofl uence, and t

clared war by Bratgon.
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a wal |, fell of f a dresser, and t hu
Sheddipdat it away properly.

Seri ouSh@wyhaborrgeons7ay i ng ri ght now?
Why not now?

Shh.
OAre we the same?6 Saffa asked.
OWedre both mavki. Your ability t

from your human father. o

OYou appeared humanoid my entire |
oCall it cloaking. o

0OYou disguised yoursel f?5§¢

oYes. O

ol dl'l ask again: how?d¢

0l tds compl i ¢cdaot eddb. iltdIslootheadc h you

7

oDoes Father know about us ?6
Mot her d¥emsmedheds di screet and sup
0Should he be here now?b6

oONo, | et him sl eep. | f he doesnodt
ol know. Il dm the same waybaf Eagaeas
oWhat abilities do we have?b6

OWedve many mind domain power s. (
found out. o

0ls it always so easy?o6

oWi th a winilnidnegd ohro swe adk Mot her ans
ot her nasty knot. o0Otherwise, you m
sense Bmbtsosbould work even in you
olt does. 6 Unsurprisingly, she co
sumed her mind must be wel/l guar ded
0 Mavki transfer ki through touch.
Taking weakens and can kill. Your |
but any skin contact wil!.l do. Youdl
Soren had ment ienesd pee ¥ olweirng MDA fhi
firmed it. OHow often?¢

0l dd guess your human form needs
form, feed every couple of days. K|
the |l uxury to remain human to reduc
essary. o

0l have to é feed on people to su
oLiving beings. Where possible, f
oOWhat happens if we dondt feed?59d
OWe get sick, we ak, and miserabl e

more seamlessly through Motherds he
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safety, ensure you and your target st
itds dangerous. 0
Saffa now fully understood why touch
at first.
I

ol felt super strong when | changed.
OWhen transfor med, you become a mayv
and magic are greatly enhanced. Youodl
wi || be a process. Your humanoid body
oOWas | enhanced before?o
ONo, your mavka essence | ay dor mant
0l want to |l earn my powers and contr
OAfter <council meeting in the morni
ahead, and I 6m here to guide you, eve
ol appreciate it,6 Saffa told her, |

0Thereds something else. 6
OMore?6¢6

OYoudre immortal. o6 Mother tossed t he

Ol mmortal ? So é | d6m invincible? Neve

OMore the | atter, 6 Mot her replied,
but we rebirth in Navia é eventually.
|l asting. Our aging stops around forty

This revel ati éd butl| Saktf aehafdt h8he
with Mother the only constant.

Sorendt yseemcdhosnur prised.

Al ready knew.

Skadni ,lttblke Boyehead thought .

To make Hhihm ffeaagle thetatdera,dded.

Yoduw e i n hgrorminn dg,b oSikgahavpin k .

Saffa |l aughed, rolling her eyes.

0Somet hing funny, Saffa?é

ONothing. So thatds why Roland triec

OHe knows we cand6t be killed per mane

ol know youorédatwbdhuAtdrkedast , what

ol f memory serves me, I &m approxi mat

Saffatdudderstand the number, just
ol d.

Mot hey tamazfei re head thought.

Wi set he ice head agreed.

Annoyingly wise.

OExpl ains your irritating wisdom. SC

0Some dirt, 6 Mother quipped.
Saffa ohaovkl gdodu ever died and been r
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ONo. ¢

ol f I die in my human form, would

0OYes. Be aware, certain rare magi

0Soren mentioned eradication in m

oYour worl d?6

olt formed after | was banished 1t

oDid anyone else go to it with yol

OA mor oi named Mortemir, and Sor e
force, my brain shocked, and a cast
said youdd know about it.o

0Sounds I|like a ritual | 6ve heard
mal | vy, only one soul is banished,
worl d formed around you. O

0Thatds ¢é awful. You mean, I coul
ever ?6

0l know of no greater curse in al|

OHoly fucking Hells, 6 Saffa said,
mi ght dve been. o0But |1 dm still confu
around me?6

0l magine casting a stone into a p
and our castle nearest, they infl ue
el se formed?546

OA beauti ful rainbow sky, sprites

an invisible barrier. o

0Sounds |ike a mirror to parts of
from the ritual. Howdd you escape?d

0Soren and | made |l ove all night,
betrayal

0As mavki, we heahi aght aveughpbséx,
uni que things to happen, depending
partner. o

o0Yeah, ours opened a portal. Speal

0She explained it to me | ong ago.
passion across realms. Under exceed

We start as teenagers. o

0Okay €720

Motéerlips flattened. o0l dm sorry.

OHow was | conceived?§6

OWiltchr ysd hel p, your father cloned
seed. They placed the mixture in a
bryo grew. o6

OHmm. 6 Saffa contemplated the pos:
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0This pod nourished you while they v
as a baby. o6

ol was grown in a pod?6¢

oYes. O

0And you didndt help them?6
ONot even the tiniest bit.é

oWhy am | not surprised?06 Saffa ask
new information. o0Do Navians and huma

OYoubre splremanoi dNawormanepti ons ar e
Much effort went into yours. o

oLi ke what ?6

0The usual é bl ood, bondage, br ew, 8

0Sounds |ike a fun ut perhaps painf

b
0Ol ndeed. It took eleven tries. 6
OHow bad did it hurt?6
Mot her bOsl yanedittle. o6
e
f

Saffa knew in her heart that Mot her
0l dm grateful. And rom what Felicit
oYes, speci al one. 6

Saffa moshespiece ahead t hought.
ThanksSh8kadnessed the tattoo heads

oln my worl d, | made Skadni , a dog
with me when | left. o

0l noticed thefamittoas. afbdewdrke Peuw

OHow do | summon them back?6

OSummoning a familiar is uniqgue to ¢

At right tthenei,cy ehmeanbetrliPought .

OWe | ook forward to trying, 6 Saffa t
in a circus tent before returning hon
and offered us eternal bliss if we di

0Such a tent is just her style. The
are wise to decline such an offer. ¢

OWhydéd she do it?6

Ol mpossible to say. Be warned, despl
the offer of forever bliss, dondt rel

O0Yeah, I guessed that. She ignored 1
memory. O

OExactly. Other questions?é

0So é Navia é | 6ve heard itds a chac
come to Yava?bd

oOur nati on, along with Drenagl en, i

i nstead of the craziness there. Wh at
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Saffa gave a sheepish shrug.
oOPerhaps one day take a tr ifpacteot ec
realm of wild magi c anids omhe nksiynd ,f ud
|l evol ent , the rest indi fferent. Thi
0Separate real ms?56
ol nterconnected realms in a | argeil
oLi ke our wuniverse?bé6
0Sort of, but the physical |l aws a
oCan we visit?o
ol dll take you someti me. o
OWhydéd you |l eave?b
Mot her oOyTahwantebds. a | ong story for an
ol wiosutbd told me alll this sooner .
childhood. 6
O0No, Saf f a. I protected you. Mo s t
cret out , we ol | both be targeted fc
ol can handle myself. ¢
OWe both can. But this extends f
blight and Bratgonf6és coming war, t
OHow can | help?é6
0Join the council as a spy.o?o
Each counci l member possessed vas
from them would be invaluabl e, but
charge must take precedence.
OMy place is at the front of o
00Our need for you is greater e e
OAn invasion is coming. 18611 f h
OYomueaerm espionage efforts ar cr
OSurely, t ereds someone el se? | 0
Mot her 0¥obgbéetd. be back before they
OHow can you be sure?b6
you
[ e
S
I

a
h

ur
| s e\
i ght
e

ot O

0OBecause r assignment will havi
0That os f and al |, but [ mu st
ONobody i more qualified for thi:
o0l only played spy with you growi
fied than our best agents?06

OWhere youdre going, you have con

0Someplace from my mission?¢6

ol wondét say more to keep things
signment ?6

Saffa groaned deep in her throat.
woudbdnbudge. Left with a choice of
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relented.

0l accept. What el se?b6

0Dondt mention your world when you s
O0Why?6

ol dondt want the discussion to dev.

derstand what happened. 0
OFine. 6
Mot her , hair braided, aBreai chty d hre Ibe

take over possessing Soren, SO you ma
You okay with Mother?

Do | have a choice?

I wish we knew a better way.

Okay.

OHeds ready. o

Saffa | ost al |0ss eéorodayt ialmmds mwintdh Sor er
OHe says goodbye, 6 Mot her told her,
0Goodbye, Soren. Tel/l him to stop be
0Come to the guest iyoamaaar ISoriem tmh
Mot her | eft the room with him.
Pondering her mavka nature, she c¢l i
calling only one other firtigédtMbtehior eh &
uation ceremony from Tenebres I nstitu

Mar asheart -balclaaids eb @rfdear sdi sput e.

Skin crawws$ieagr!| iSer ememar k caused her
t he Afkiaghtand Lech. Soren had al most d
ward. What had happened next had haun

Shaking and nauseas, she forced the
night, and she reverted to humanoid f
\E [

Soren lay in a ne bed in the royal
of possession, unable to move his owl
matters wor se, feds omhhvBaf hatanedsheset c
|l shet hrads control of his body made
throughout his I|Iife contradicting Rol
find out her true intentions.

Are you going to devour my soul ?
Soren, how |l ong have we been acquair
My entire | ife.

Where is your soul ?

I n my body, I think.

It is. Does this answer your questic
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She al ways s phoikfe sphleaiwdrnyt etdod \nhei snin & |
vested it | ong ago.

He gazed at her frightful wings al
making his mind shudder.

| can f eel syhoeu R I|hieceuageh, tk 8 @ we th me an
|l i ke me to cloak my appearance?
Yes

She became her humanoi d sel f, t he
wonder mavki could trick so easily.
I&s so easy for you é How does it
Mental, physical, and magical eff ¢

I speak in your mind or verbally?
Verbally. Can you explain the mar |
0Tattoos | 6ve acquired over mille

magi c. 0
You hid yourself my entire 1ife. |
OA just question. What does your |
Your actions show kindness, but i

along the abyss. I't hurt to hear yoc
ol apologize for causing you pain,

to |listen. 6
Logiddmils?t elni ng.

0l dve no intention of har ming Rol
wanted him to think often about my
awf ul is worse than experiencing it

Anxi ety and depression are my con
t hings, unabsl e atrk pwhlolugduts.of one

0l know, Soren, and I &6m sorry you
your concern?¢d

I f you speak the truth, yes.

ol do. Now | wish you to pass jud:
dm no judge. And youdre a king.
0By royal decree, you are now my |
Rol and and his Vor afkmewk it oimt@ mpaart tdi
gling with months of teachings ver s

OWhat did you think of the mavkabd:
The | ackéostchongbing felt

OPriests and their fantasies. How
I&s offensive to portray women | ik
OA Voraxmor tome isndt the medium
What about the evil demon part? 1

0Some of wus are, to varying degr
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beings. Do you agree?b0

Yes. Bl anket statements are often wr
0They are indeedtrRohandawhdeperedrh
ing to see this through, I think youd
and other races, possessing a mix of
Your |l ogic has always i mpressed me,
oLove |l ed Tarig and me to take you
experienced anything but from me?5¢6

He had | ived in castle housing since

a baby. When he had started Tenebres
cated time to hfed pr &@rn en goralin\esi plloekgeenma$h ah

would one day be Saffads husband, son
a young age.

Yodw e been kind and caring to me, Vyo
0l dve tried. Youdve always scanned
Have faith in me and Saffa.é

dm a hel pless puppet, possessed by
I f Ydu haavre faith in me, Sor en, have
you as my child, only to torture or ¢

Bec dss & iftun?
She chortled, then o0b®Gemredr hgr Bouoel
funny. 6

The rarity of | aughter from her put
I f you want a judgment, evidence po
you, or 09af fkae,e pt woautgchhilng.

OPl ease do. I f you see anything trotu
I Miel It hought, an innate trust gr owi |
0Tel |l tmreo wthhlags you. 6

dm strugglingwaerth. my petpagsedasafs$
this body and usel ess. I dondt want t
ONone. The emotional heartache is e
t afkwvee al | have. |l 6ve made some fine ol

Such as?
0The Dread War. o
But Nightwind won in the end.

ONot without terrible cost. I was a
entire army by mysel f. I hope I 6ve | e
rific to our beautiful nation. 6

What did you |l earn?

OA team is vital to success. No w, w h

with Roland?26
®m gullible. And signing in oneds b
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0Bl ood emms$str acots e trifled with.

I WwWobnmake the same mistake again.
OPl ease talk to me before signing
Definitely.

OAbout your purpose and worth. Wit
li ke to extend two callings to you
ritual research. Are you willing?6

Sounds interesting. Who wildl Il wo

o drpad L&ari el

He had spoken with I drys occasi one:
for delightf udls ilnotgeirca crtiivoan se.d L asrhieet
vast knowl edge.

| l i ke t hem, and | agre

0l dm pleased. Your | ogi cal mi nd w

from them. ¢
Whas t he hoet htehro ucgahltl,i nggu2e ssing it w
sible now, because of his betrayal

OAn ancient mavka tradition all ow:
Par amour , or more simply, a consor
great honor and joy. o6

King Tarig is your consort?

OVery astute. o

Sodbdl be her guardian and |l over ? N
sheds the stronger warrior, especi e

ONot just a physical protector, a
hel phkeeepower balanced, to al ways
l ose control, given our need and wa
for feeding safely sustains wus, ber

bd be at her beckon call for feed

OA crude but accurate summary of

What hé@&mpéns edf oFr not in the mood

0Sex is the preferred and most po
will work. Youd6d be asked to all ow

9Some nations on Yava used bl ood contr e

rituals, each participant si gne@ds icnortthre
with Roland, most contained terminati ol
could be canceled, and what happens i f
ol drys, a three hundred year ol dd sg nnoinse:
sion.

LLariel, the sixth council me mber , j ol
her assistance to Nightwind went back



144 Jef fer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . |l - Fury Feed

sick or incapacitated. I know she wor
you, and | know you |l ove her. o

Love@l ISheant nothing toSadéwil £lgemda
grudges toward those who wronged her

0She holds a grudge, Soren, but s hed
How?
OPragmat i s m. Youdre part of her inn

out or holding this grudge would be n
| d@tonsee how, imstpitrlke WapeyolLanpgak
source?

oOSur e. Have you and Saffa made | ove

Unwanted blood rushed into his groi
Saffa riding him with her fiery wing:
somet hing else, but failed.

0l dve made you uncomfortable. é

You could say that. | apologize for

oDonot be. o6
Yoour e not of fended?

OWith you being a male? Not at all . ¢

Rel i eved,Wehle ,tbhyosuugshete,at my mi nd j ust
You know the answer.

o0Did you enjoy it?6

I t wasDebsepaiutte fhuelr. demonic si de, he r
tioned its sustainability.

OYoudbve discoveredtonenheryefyiotursfeltfh
one you | ove dearly. 6

Yet it | eft me Heixsh akuis theadd snaetaira tye dk ihi
but tranddommeed, aghle $dfofnaal wiklil smaagd er
wdrnt she?

ONo. The consort bond is formed witdt
that, she will, by necessity and desi
ommended, but not required, to remain

No surprise given her flings at Ten
her mission.

Feeding on others wild.l make her a mc

o0Yes. O

Being dtaia hgrudbli esm.

OFrom experience, I know it enhance
And thereds mor e. By keeping her ki
more readily and gift you with her ki

to greatelrl Weighéeésbomwdnparovi des ot her
nership. o
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The magic and other benefits are
0Af ter ftohremsb,onydou t wo must experimn

Their experiments in her world, es
How | ong does the calling | ast?
oFor 1life.o

What happens when | get ol d?
ONothing needs to change, but som
t hey r eddhves eyveantsy 0O

The bond breaks when | die?

0Yes, but some are irresistibly di
He wunderstood the <calling nova: 0 n
something he already desired. He s
known abilities. However, the betr
doubted they could reconcile.

Wé&re not in a good place. We may
0Take your ti me, Soren. Thereds n
Did you always plan for this cons.
OYou deserve an honest answer. Si

Thag why you tutored me and spoke
o0Yes. O

Our magic and sdteyslpa s eblheerrd fweulslt,r a
0Deep down, | think you | ike it, 4
Maybe oncebdd npraowen |dkandgeartouds frec
bond?

OEmbrace ifithe fbust hstaep. After,
will take place. Youdl |l |l earn the
Satisfied in understanding the <ca
With the tattoos and contract on hi
|l deas to end the contract?

oSummari ze it, pl ease. 6

I mu st 0&osb ecyo nRmwalnadnsd and recei ve sev
get immunity from demonic possessic
OAny termination clause?56

No.

OFirst rule of blood contracts: al
Yeah. Oops. Il s there no way to en:
ONot necessarily. May | examine t|
Yedvelgot them on my ankl es, knee.
She peeled his n&Glheengenmntleyge ax &mi
Ci ricilrefser nal real ms, ot herwise know

An eerie chiN treptadhssmephnag i
Nightwindds archives. Seven real ms,
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did it explain what these real ms are.
0The information is a closely guarde
what they represent. ¢

Ni ght wind has many dark and danger ol

OWe had tomes detailing Hell ds first
mor zeal ots burned them | ong ago. Per
to keep track of things better. ¢

Goodé iidtetas a bit of a mess down i n t

asked more about the tattoos and don:
Rol and and Josnel

OYoubre nNohewnmawdi pal ated you. I hi
and Nightwind. But this robbed you of
Yoduwr e al ways gracious. Can you tel!l
ol have extensive knowledge about tF
moment for such a weighty subject. Ca

For you, | 0wi hlo. cure@®ppose there

0l dve wiggled others out of worse c
session cl ause?bo0

Rol and commanded me to kill the mavk
her demon for m, and she understood it
mand, since no mavkabOrexiasdhkidn ggnmeano rkeu
she transformed again and possessed 1
generic kill command.

oBrilliant haBtecapdaceasracts

Can we burndd haccaptt ovsamawialy® flor fr

0They must be removed in tandem wit|
t rfaxdadmet hing |1 d&dm not sure how to acco

What if you |l ock me away to give yol

OYoubd exhaust yourself and your ki
yoursel f. o6

We broke it before by nulling the ot
oOLeave the solution to me and |l et tl
a permanent | oophole to circumvent it
from Rolandds control . 6

I'f anysenegoawacodrimd asking you to mai
i's too much.

0ltds my honor to watch over you. I
King I sbethomaget wowr Kkindness. |08l
ol nullify any detlthte. tAdd yhaundr @ owelhd
with warm hands andoSémeipngvehil mdi nt o

» =~ 7
| o
Q v& o7
&) £AH <
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I n the morning, Saffa entered the
herself for a hard conversation.

|l shethra stillbedat dien &i dbaiawalky,
|l i ke she often would. Soren snored
oMot her , | 1 | take over from here
0Such an amusing idea, but | must
OHow do | possess him with you in
0Transform and i magine yourself i
I feel you.d

Saffa imagined her wings and tail

OMy transformationds not working.
worked every time before. o

oYour special virtue is fury. It
guired. Be confident and embrace yoc
She | oved this new power, and wit
into her mavka self. Just glancing
0l dm in and can feel everything. o
OLove your new hair col or, Saff a.

She grabbed the braid, smildiMadg cdte
your robes and our banner. 6

0These colors are wuniversal symbo
keep an open mind. ¢

ONot gofimigs thoetlriaeyal ds gutted me. 6

o0l know. Just try to |listen and m
youdre finished, bring him with you
communication over mental.déd Mother

I n a bedside chair, she sat, a scc
ing her hair for him at the great &

0Sor en, itds me, Saff a. You promi
over with.é She opened his eyes, cc
she said sternly, ohow |l ong di di Rol
I 61 | k neo w yiifn gy.o6u 6 r

With guilt,dhd etaeughhing of my ai

owel I, that just hfuwdc¢Anad gt bseucwkasi.d T

woradd sThoughts of the spinning and s
| @tonbl ame you for being angry.
Ol aanMfdr ghe said, stompiAmgdrlyer f oot

Hi s mind went bl ank.

She sighed. Anger never worked wi:
0Sor en, I 61 | try to remain cal m. |
I felt your emoé iDind youtdrepdrireroc
0Yes, 0 she said, remembering his |
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Before your mission, you stopped ou
wodved been my first time. Our time in
I dm not wupset or surprised.

Two partners at Tenebres I nstitute,
confirmati on.

Yodeparture |l eft a hole in me. Rol a
move ®@n.whlyhalt stopped sending scrolls

oWhen | returned, [ hoped to date ai
sad. 6

You felt the same to me. I assumed vy

OAnot her commpnibcati on fuck

My communi cattimosoway. pdordondnd hlave
Roland. I dm just trying to explain my

Anger and heartbreak simmered within
of mind.

00kay, Soren. Tell/l me everything. 6

Rol and approached me a few months b
you. We spent weeks researching a cur
ol dm not sick. ltds what Mot her and
I understand. 't clarifies a | ot b c
0l 6m goi 5@ rSeorérlyplseas ¢, go on. o

I spoke with your mother O0lmast inilghtn.
anxious. However, |l &m here to support
ol think youdre a friend, but you
t hought | was sick, you shoulddve ask
I committed @h haveormrn efadd ree cer my)rdea
OWedre not going there, 6 she said,

oWhat el se did he say?5é6

Rol and explained the details of an
skeptical

She gave a | oud sigh, remembering RO
yesterddédg, tbhyneYava

He played on my emotions, questionirt

sequencbets diof iwe. di dn

OEmoti ons?6

I have t hem. Someti mes.

0l know. 0

Rol and wa®kd aldeemomamd & oluei ng of pur e
corroborated his claims as possi bl e,
o0OYou know me. Am | <capable of such t
No. But Roland insisted we could det
0Si n? sQhedr My .
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Rol and found a tome with a spel/l

success. He was persuasive, descrick

OEvi | and deranged? That offends |
Just telling you what he saidit |
validated all his cl ai ms.

OFuck. Whatexh&ppened

I planned to use the detection sp
OYou coul ddve asked me, 6 she said,
oHey Saffa, are you posdsne sjsuesdt bSm faf ¢
I needed hard evidence.

0Yeah, your damn | ogic. 66

| insisted on a control test, to
OA standard to cbDwipesxrpeedrd greeinits.t f o)
Yes, an experi me®nt .ane maensyt eodt hyeorus

obb results were c¢clear for eacHh. Ro
your mother.
OYou stal ked Mot her ?6

One month before your return, we I
To both our shocks, it turned red.
0OAnd youdre sure he didndot trick
[dm gullible, but thorough. I Kknew
OYoudbre definitely meticul ous. Ho

fected?6

Rol and said a mavka spirit compr ol
0OAnd you just believed him?6
Yes.

Angry and frustrated at his gul i
down.

Remember when you returned from y
0Thatds right My best friend didi
Rol and and | were invisible. | he:
ol nvisible, you say? Maybe 1811 m;
The ki needed to cast such a spel
She | aughed at his inabilityotfastg:
a joke, Soren Continue. 6

Whil e you shared your tales, we us¢
turned red

oDid it ever occur to you that Mo
this was just us?6

N o

2Eris, an ethereal woman of air, joine:t
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Clenching herdoWhaawnt, wsahse tghreo wbluebdb, | e f o
To trap the spirit inside, | eaving Yy
0That didndét work out, did it?6

I gukbesthotght with grief.

0OAnd Mortemir?¢

Rol and mentioned i mpr i s onpirnogmitswon ge vti
him tbe kavkar feasting. Apparently,
Voraxmor wanted him banished. I think

ONothing he says is true, 6 she said,
bushed me. I was smashed, drained, an
stopped my heart. On. My . Birthday. H

Rol and cl aimed the ritual Mmestpriopkhe
maybe? Regardless, we needed to catch

obamn right 16d fight! And Ysarel!$é
Thank gboso dsnaefses. s he

oWhat aBouTehnethec,h@n dredugpedd e dYourobubbé @
me. | smaew Wipmes!

Frozen in the h¥eiclh,anldewateclesdray é
I &m so é sorry é

Buried by their combined av adlsananhdes

her head in each set of hands and wep
A longfisbedowi me passed.

Safflme thought, t he sound I|i nitohnerx preicn
forgiveness. My fate is yours. Do wha
Whil e weeping, rage O0asndsth enagr ttaocrhee tfl
something no puni shment could cure. S
sire to help, had all owed Roland to
meaningful path forward, though it re
0l want something,d she said, rubbin
Name it.

ol f you ever decide to get more tat"
ritual on me, promise me, Soren, youbd
Okghye t hought , a stream of tears cas
ol know you just wanted to help, 6 s
0Thanks for your |ifelong efforts, pa
Yodwr e wel come. Do you é still want t
ol think so, but this really hurts.
Good idea. Are you going to pardon n
ol am. ¢

| @tondeserve it, but thank you.

oSur e, Soren. Can | take you to the

Yes.
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Controlling his body to stand and
o0Corporation: A consortium of soul ¢
powers anddeyeoardi tgheburndddmwsd dual . T
moons oOor sun to steer its destiny
claim to other cor pgoroamiinogn sd oonri nl
i Governance and Guil ds
CC

i Chapfier 12

BOARD

nder Ni gh@Gswitnldr €Cmaes td @ o m, the di
l 'a cylindrical bunker, housed t}
individuals sat.
To Daf flaeft, King Tarig, wearing i
and dipl omati c -eelfff &orrcenb eshat el wo ac |
from Tariq, h ehra i g aezde-sakniodh eoehdi .vveRe d C |
she | ed magic training and ritual
during her mission in Norembel. The
Three chairs frmomalLbharbhrsah BSwWanag
Bl ue, his spirit wglfd, asdt sar edded
dragon scale mail amBornalppetdhea MNMawl
Snowfl akes dripped f r esnt atrhree dwesakp onn .

BNorembel, a southereal nags i @amd proplue cat ey
ceresses, held Navians in higher estee
Usaffa sailed with Dragan on her missi
pirate ship along the way. Training wi
highlight.

5’Drenaglen, a frozen kingdom in the nol
allying with demons and seeking them o

children.
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ntamed beard. A blunderbuss i n each
ed Nidgshtawimmides .

al a, or syl p
stantly morph
el ement al and
oi d She | ed
ing efforts

Beside Eri s,
a chair, chat
dark gnome wi
hair headéd

f afcar gi ng, e X
She | ived in

three hundr edg

Saff a, a | if el
her, their u p
jiving well '

Leshka, a mixed cadmpldrerxd camlvéd ah avii tt
robesaandext to |l drysdos Al hetilowtgralda
saw agriculture and resource manageme

Next to Leshka sat Soren. Saffa sat
A portal of azure f i rbes scieznztleerd, fyred m
dripping from the edges. Everyone qui

| shethra cDeepptd extreme threats, I
Those in favor of Sorends and Saffads

Everyone raised their | eft hand.

ONo dissenters, 6 | shethra said. ol o
more positions to introduce. 0
0Demons?6 Dragan asked.

OAIl five. 6
0Outstanding. o
OFrom the Underworl dés depths, | giv
eous wrath throughout the real ms. Cha
Chastity, a mare as black as midni gl
the portal, snortinga fdarek maywksa ,ha bd atz
|l eat her saddle, wearing obsidian pl at
a mesh:ax eMd swalrvehrammer, onyx tower shie
bl ade adorned her bacl., UZiekengafaflas,0o |

®Chastity and Zelene traveled with Saff a
battled monsters, and Zel ene healed Saff a
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thickened skin with bony protrusi or
vi sor on her hel m.

OEveryone relax, 6 Chastity said i:t1
deat h. ¢

A few snickered.

0Chastity! 6 Saffa ran over and pet
cil ?6

OFuck yeah, 6 she said. 0Ol shet hr a
force, and | 6m the first me mber . 6

oLanguage, 6 Zel ene admoni shed, di
t hick, braided rainbow hair spread

0Zel ene, 6 Saffa said, sqgueezing a
again. And youob6re a mavka, too!od

ol cloaked myself during our pric

|l onger necessary. o

OWhat position have you taken?é

0l 6ve been called as high priest.

OWhy so formal 2?6 Chastity asked.

The mavka dsatritgdhhtl araingl t he mar e
stood behind her.

Saffa sat back down.

ORi ver Styx cuts through the Unde
Ocean of Tor ment . Centuries ago, t
Il rvan, come forth. ¢

A blue man stepped out of the por:
scales dotting his body, hol di ng a

spi ke. His calm demeanor put Saffa
she smelolrgd aiursa davwm afar, wodndd eirn -
gested.

OHel | o, fellow misfits, o he slurr

OMan, put something on.é6 Chastity
mati zing folks around here. 6

OAnyone have a problem with IlIrvan
asked.

Leshka blushed, | ooking away.

ol l i ke your audacity, 6 Dragan sa

back from the aquatic demon.

Hés é,n&kedn thought to Saffa.

I know. @ledk out those

Ol shet hra, 6 Zel ene sai d. oOYou don
at |l east. 6

OWe do. |1 tds called anything or ni
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oLooks | i ke | win,o6 |l rvan said to Ze
After |l eaning his trident against a
opened it, odhiftihegel oudig. Gl orious
0Olrvan serves as Nightwindds admiral
parently. Wedre honored and fortunate
He returned with an icedThankl|l goaf |
cious King | shethra. 6FlHemalpdkttamsbkbaho
to sit by you. o

oHel |l o agai n, uncl ot hed one, 6 Lari el
He bit the cork out and chugged the
Saffa gaped at his bulging torso.

He threw the empty botoFer Nihght wi mnad
for gloryl!é

Dragan cheered while Chastity nei ghe
OPl ease clean up after yourself, 6 Le
He moved his hand to her knee but p

fireball roaring in her hands. He the
in a bin inside the win®nthampeaw, bad
0Thank you. 6

A strange sexual tension stretched
Lari el knew how to make | ove.

OA junction exists in Naviads el eme
brevwi sing shrug. oln fdar kKecned®memgs ,agiot,
uni que banshee spawned into existence
Ni ghtwind as treaGurer. Come forth, K
A shadowy humanoid floated out of ¢t
two glowing red eyes and |l ong hair of

oudWhods ready to get rich?d6é6 she aske
I | iSeef fhaert'!hought .
A f i erSorbeam sthhreceught. wWint r emmn xildudsness

0Yes! 6 Chastity said. o0Thatds why I
Kaela gave a fiery wink in response.
0Booze there.dé6 I rvan pointed, and tF
Drinking sounds emanat ebdt fsrtoonp ilnasui gdh
the casual nature of these Navians, o]

0Kael a! 6 Dragan ca&lellécdyr . gloanoierg tow

“Throughout the real ms, Lari el is known
magi c.

BBAccording to Mother, Daz, Lord of Death,
created mort al me n , while Brigid, Goddes:

Daz desired Brigid, but she cast him out,
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Kaela returned with a glowing red

who caught it and growled, moving
0OBanshee! 6
0Sorry, Dragan, didnoét realize my
OTHel Il s you didndt, éd he said, t os
back. The barbarian tore the cork ¢

OWhat 0s new, Lariel?6 Kaela asked
oWar . You?6é6

0ltds been fifty years, and thatd:
o0Yes. O

0OYou havendt changed. 0

Saffa chuokl bdewttianndl waved at

energetic wave back

You | ike them, Soren?

A pit gapedSonmany d¢eé¢ monas.h.

T héerye harmless; dondt worry.

ONow | give you death hersel f, wi
announced. OFeared and respected by

A dar k, bal d, muscul ar woman st erg
Wearing black, ringeéa gagamet | nsoé¢ he
light flickering in the chamber, ca
she gazed around, brows | ow.

Sabsaskin tingled, attuned to the
Horror engul fed Soren.

Doont worry; I 6m sure sheds fine, t

0As of now, | I ead Nightwindds spe
right. O0And | take command of the a
tity, your divisions report to me.
gon. 6

oBitches will be wrecked, 6 Chasti:

ol |l ove your enthusiasm, 6 Saffa t
the mare.

Dragonobksbethr a, [ respect your W
di visions. What credentials does tF

Hal dra shot wup, raised a broMy atr e

dentials? Millennia of war and i nfi

ready know this Now sit the fuck ¢
0l challenge you for command. 6
They | ooked at Il shet hr a, who nodd:

Mot her told the -Bundyedfyeélat dragoFifh
gsta by slaying a stuthsacel eome rstteolr nt @& Itn
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ONi ght wi nd caolmMPoavtsd t ¢ olmdt bhyready, we

0Yes, 60 they said, staring at each ot
OWe just got here, and youdre fighti
The two combatants growl ed.

OWhy maottt lae of wits?06 I drys asked, g
0O0r stone, scrol |, sword?6é6 Leshka as
Ol shethra, 6 Zel ene started, Ot hi s ce
0Our tradition requires rtelgardh ®lsilse ro¢

cumstances. 0
Il rvan obYuorup etdwo hot headsfWwanhnhsteala&ve

OFuck no,é6 they said in unison.

OMove your chairs to the walls, 6 1|s
sai d, ol dm the arbiter, and you wil
test wildl be physical, without gear,

Dragan and Haldra stripped bare. Bi
her skin. Over his chest, a single ta

one Saffa had sé&dnsandhar gmir$ $iromndH:¢
ago.

The fighters 0nsowvead tteor ,t hfea crionogm eac h
hand, and a fiery cage with eight sid

oHal dr a, i f I see one shadow or spar

0l wondt need magic. o

oDragan, no tricks. No wolf.®o

oUnderstood, 6 he said, his gaze glu
bit?6

The spectral wolf nodded and disappe

OFight! o

Dragan charged in a flurry of jabs.
her size. They grappled shoul der s, mu
knee one another in the stomach, but

her skinigrgztcagetheadf smoking. She ba
breaking his hold and spinning away.

OYoudbve | asted over ten seconds, 6 sh
ponents. 6

0Gi ve me ten mor e, and I 61 | beat y
grabbed her around the waist. He roar
her into the stone floor, his back s
wri st . OSubnfiar, cdi nhge hgerro wi reids, t at an i
200ne oBsSabivarite stories: how Mot her t o

some one hundred seventy years ago by out
physically stronger opponents.



Jef fer &Bagnhe wWVanrd Vol . : FW57y F

dammi t! o6
She bashed her right elbow into F

|l oosened. Her third strike crunched
oDamn! 6 Chastity said.
0Be silent during the trial, o6 Zel
Dragan rolled and | eaped dafofusherk.i
struck her face, and she staggered
back, her dark tongue | athering he

Swiftly, tshrei e dhgied ,| efat wr i st and
A loud snap pierced the chamber.
to the ground with her KknetDr,agman.nt

mit. o
With his right arm, he punched he
second snap brouglbfFubks dagoni zed st
ONo shame, Dragan. You fought wit/
O0Honor can |lick my ass! o6 he yelle
he threw her up.
She Il anded and grabbedDhbindtomadkr :
bot h. o

OYoudl I have to kil me. 0
OHe ylishdshoba said.
ONo! Death first! o

Hal dra rel eased and 9tThhed ardixtenmd Il
Spitting and seething, he took he
his exposed humerYwvu smoaienifmg ttelre tfhls

darkling. I knew your bones woul d
ing. 6
OYou have my respect. o
OLetds do this again someti me. Ful
0lt wondt end well for you.©6
oWedl |l see. o
ol Iike you. 6
oOWel come to the council . 6

She extended, hanrd rhieg hptr ewsrsiesdd agai n
l shethra | owered her hanodHahddath

Zel ene, see to Dragan. ¢

The mavka ran to him and ma9Gaqed
tratam. 6 It cracked | ouder than bef
ceding. After caressing his temple,

2lPressdsgwoninet against your opponent i
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o0Da®rike6 he said with a grimace. ol 0"
0O0As | 6ve told you one thousand ti mes
OYou donot |l i ke the nickname?6é6

0She hates it, but | l ove it, 6 Chast
OFine, 6 he said. oO0But damn Hal dr ads
Whil e Dragan and Haldra dressed, t he
OForm the circle, 6 | shethra said, a

sitting.

0Those in favor of Zel ene, Chastity,
Left hands again.

ONo dissenters. With that out of t

Nightwind, your High Councilor, and g
ci | in session. 6

N \\ /

E, ¢ 1;\{ '
0Council, 6 I shethra started, standing
Voraxmor , l ed by Rbabhdtoiambushahed.
chandelier to perform a Netherseal roi
bl ood contract, assisted them. But th
It i s 0OySopurre nmotthhoeurg h't .
Yet another mystery about her for me
oDark, 6 Lariel said, o6and brazen. 6
0Charges against Soren?06 Haldra aske
0Saff a, pass judgment, 6 Mother said.
0l pardon him. 6

oVery good, Saffa.o6 | shethra nodded
enced. ¢

Reliving the terriblefActheéeahansheagr e
Mortemir, the chalice and exdoct ifcaillea
Anviculum spells with corresponding ¢

ti ons, she avoided mentioning her wor
saying the bubble exploded and the mo
OYou okay?6 Tariq whispered to Saffe

oOMaybe. Not really. |1 dondét know. TE&
0The moroi, chalice, pl ant s, and An
0They arendt part of a Netherseal . 6
oLariel, you wil/ oversee a researc
|l shethra said. o0Begin after council . o
ol t will be done. ¢

2The pale barbarians of Drenaglen fondly
attire and skin tones.
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OHow did they infiltratpepeyoasehal
ldsf gy 1Sor enl tdhecaucgthitv.at ed t he al arn
Your secretSadtfay 4 hwiutglhhtme unwi | | i n
tiny.

ol wi || di scover the cause and de.
0See that you do. 6 Haldra gl ared.
to our sanctums. Tighten controls &

|l shethra gazed back withihndameunsulsy
brow raised and the hint of a smirHk

Those two muSaf havehaughstory

Have you met Haldra before?

I only Kknow sofsthoerri efsrrom Mot her

0OAny other ritual questions?06 | sh:
OWhat woul ddve happened if it suc:
l drys raised her hand, and | shet h

OA Nethaemiselmeés one to a void for e
The vila gasped.

0Thatdéds just wrong, 6 Chastity sai
0l dm gl ad you asked. 6 | shethra ga
cusBilbe Church of Voraxmor . They p
demption through Kiremds grace. Bu
Twel ve, theydr g ecdroici adml| by gealdfaiss h t t
tithes from the unsuspecting. Theil
tempt to banish my daughter betrays
0Then | et us slay Roland and be d
O0Yes, MHalgdama n ofidodle da garte eh.i nBut one
he escape in the first place?96
oSaffa and Soren slew his accompl i
l'ife. But | | eft him with a threat
0The fuck?6 Chastity said.

OPl ease eliminate the filth comin
The mare nickered.

oHal dr a, suppose we killed Voraxm
spread. What repercussions might ¢«
it. I shethra made the right call .o
0Thank you, Tarig.o6 | shethra best
his associates knew his whereabout
killed him.é
Eris whirled up and through the c
h

oGuess s
and Saff a.
ol dll follow up with her. o6 Tariq |

e got bored, 6 Kaela snar
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0Thereds only one option, 6 Haldra s

him and make it | ook |Iike another nat
0ltés the obvious choice, 6 I shethra
is it the right one when we examine t
ORol and is an infernal blight. A si
without mercy. Why not here?¢6

Ol magine him as a treasure chest. Wh
ONot hing, and everything gained. 6 H
floor, shooting sparks. OAny deci si on
to i mprison your daughter is foolish
Ni ght wind. 6

oHal dr a, my old friend, youdre a mo
useful to absorb your enemiesd strike
one ppear weak, barely dodge the Dbl o
OWe didno avoid this attack. They v
able. o

00Oh, but we did, and we arendot. My
ten wizards fewer. Rol and wal ks in fe
With Voraxmords aims of exterminating
tory. o6

0OYoudre overthinking it. Kill him ar
Dragan grunted.

ol decree, 6 | shethra started, oOonobo
plicit authorization. o

Hal dra shooMe harsthead.somet hing. 0
OFr om htaldeo ws , we o0l | wat ch. Pati ence
oOPatience. 6 Kaela grinned fl ames at
0You think youdre funny?5¢6

OA | ot funnier than you right now. Y
0l dll take might any day. 6

oAl Il of wus, 06 | shethra said in a sheses
Yavads shield. We fctohuenyt esrh aviolr afxamolr 6sso
Excited cheers came from most, whi | €

OMoving on to an even graver topic,
probed our defenses three years ago w

ol remember , 66 Saffa said. OWe | ost C
oYes, 6 | shethra said. oUnfortunately
war macoisnwesmiartt ent on déstnbgnhgoiNig
gating the planet. The Dread War of (

Voraxmor uses tithes to fund Bratgono

ZCoswom, the towering capital of Bratgon,
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War funded by offerings disgusted

OMot her, we must make Voraxmor il |
0l share your sentiment, but an a
|l owers. We need a slow, surgical ap
out causing chaos and push back. o

oWhy did we allow Voraxmor in Nigl
ONi ghtwind has | iberal freedoms,

privileges wil!/ be punished. Freedo
somet hing | know al l of us here des
Mur murs of agreement swept througl
OWhy dondét we invade Bratgon now?.
0They wonoét expect it,é6 Haldra ag!
en masse. o0

OFor invading preemptively, I ask
Picture the scales of justice. On t
mitting them to strike back viitthleijrt
unpr ov o&kgeai nwsatr peacef ul Ni ght wi nd,

tions. o
The dar klingdoThwdyr | &tdt aFcuklegds taa . f e w

nothing in return.o
oWe inflicted terrible | osses. o
OYour | ack of response embol dens
0The bruising we gave makes them |
00Ot her nations. What a | oad of sh
your aid. Why is this time differenr
OWedre not alone. Some nations <che
l' i ke us. They see Voraxmor and Br a
Drenaglen support us publicly; Nor €
OHow6d you uncover all this?6 Les|

OMany years of observation and es|
suspected Roland and the Twelve for

scroll between Josnel Soneph and a
of collusion. o

Angry voices sounded, which | shet|
Contempt fdarlkkediath.eSbi enn

wé | | get revenge soon, Soren, jus

0Ol shethra, 6 Zelwend igniaritnegd ,Vodhovwno
Ni ght wi nd?5¢

0Thatds a vital concern. Wedre ed
ul ati on, encouraging everyone to (g
with festival s aNidg hatcwiinvdidtsi edsi vteor sc
high priest, you |l ead these efforts
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0l |l ook forward to blessing the peorg
0Theydre favored to have yfioyuo.urNoavs,-

signments. o
Tarig bur st

We oh a vwee a hparmblelrem. Ever

& %

I n Nightos ndo Cratsydred, the entire coun
vil as, and wizards who formed ranks,
throughout the castle.

A formation of black Dblimps floated
Saffa examined one with her keen eyes
from the bottom with a swiveling tur|
propellers turned.

OBratgonds new machines?d6 Saffa aske

olntel reported them in prototype st
theydve moved up production. Their we
ing. They wondt find anything useful

0They Mawyaohmeadr ZTedaBri s said, her v
ogies for |l eaving council so abruptly
with the night and clouds. 0

0OAnd new moons, 6 | shethra pointed ou
remain concealed. We will add magical
2AMar asheart, an eastern border town, knov

razed during the Dread War by Bratgon.
%Tesa, a coastal cul tur ads creanvtye.r, housed
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oYes, Your Majesty, 6 the ala said
OWhy arend6ét they shooting at us?0
OWho cares?6 Chastity remarked. 0!

those fuckers out of the sky. 56
oHal dr a, | recommend observing onl
0The enemyds airships threaten yo

Eris to do her job? By the | ooks of
oMake a call .6 Like most ti mes, M
oCan you fly with two riders?d Hal
0OYoudbdre too big,06 the mare repliec

di smounted.

Hal dr a hoppeddKoane | as,t ryaopupdirneg cionmi n g
t homf ore they do whatever the Hell :
Zel ene soared alongside the fiery

mare followed into the sky with a |
oMot her , send me up there! | can |
ONot yet. You must stay with Sorer
to Marasheart and prepare defenses,
maritime forces. I |l eave it up to vy
you muabhdwgudrd our artifact wvault.
Mot her |1 ifted her hands, and two pc
Right is Marasheart. Dragan, assign
OEri s, Leshka, follow |l rvan. Lar i
the right peerltfalf,oldmdvetdhe Thhieghot her
Above, Zelene |l ed the char ge@s htour
ret roared with gunfire, each shot
swar med the hull, and it soon expl
| ater, a boom rattled the castl e.
bl owiaargd fvairde in the wind.

OMot her, 6 Saffa said, tracking th
0ltds going to hit the city!o

oWhy | said caution. We must help
forces to aid the capital. Reassur e
OEveryone, double time!dé He | ed a
foll owing behind.

oSaf f a, you must attach Soren to

| essons. O
Gunfire ratcheted across the sky.

You ready, Soren?
FI' ying le tahdawegnotn,? fear and adr ene
dm stild]l Saddman Sltiolpe clad m i ax gmanes ta

flier.
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Yodw e Il ying. Our minds are |linked, r

lal | be fine. What spell to strap yo

Specilntgudoaumj.ures straps. Gesture aro

She made hi mbhog oonsibhipinggnd cast t
ed

materiali z , an@dmfrarntgabhlien? agai nst h
For now, wuntil you get airborne.
Lightning thundered above, fire str.
pl oded, scattering smoke and gray spe
capital

OLook upon her countenance and fearsc
tions and you shal/l know he.l
i Memoirs of I shethra

CC

i Chaptier 13

SYMBIOSIS

a parchment showing two menacing m
their foreheads.

OMy horns areno6t that big, 6 Saffa co
texture | i ke mhabpetepdi DBuwi theg are
her head as a spiked battering ram if

Mot her read oArtbenntihen!schbemdns have |
pl an to make your great nation an ext
Worse still, Demon Queedis | sthelt haad hiae
with a doppelganger. Your political |
the Dread War, |l shet hra once again al
prepares a specéehl mitsehanbeea tt. h eFaonrs ey ooupre r
our armies as they 6purge the blight,

Mot her f itmSesemsd Bwiathgon coordinated

Saf fa, Sdreen batcikl,] lodkeshowleded shMad
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your soul . o
oOoWho in Nightwind knows wedre mav
el ation might do to the popul ace.
0Our army and those in key positi
today, |l 6ve remained cloaked except
0Should we reveal ourselves to ev:
0Yes, wedll make public appear anc:
0l thought you exterminated the Z
oLari el and | spent years behind
Theydore bluffing. Or theydve found
oOWhy do they claim we ally with s
OA prime example of propaganda: a

guilty of . o
0Say the opposite of the truth?5¢
oWi thout fail.?o

oOWhat abou thesebetieves?PhWsl gao

ONo matter how outlandish the cl ai

P
a
t

purpose is much more sinister: conf
OPeople give up trying to know th
can cut through all the | ies. o
ol f everyone possessed it and car
Al | airships in the sky detonate
through the air. Burning frames fe
fire with each impact. Hal dr a, Kae

smashing ibretforhkeuialsdgiirmgd ng Tds iwe satn

which had taken the brunt of the in
0Ti med detonations, é Mother noted,.

help put out fires and clear debris
Saffa fl apped her wi ngs, l'ifting

SomMesn extra weight, bal ancing herse

down to the stone courtyard.
0OQuch. 6

oYou <can | ift Soren easily,é6 Moth
power and get airborne. o
Saffa jumped, beating her wings o

perately trying to stay afloat.
O0Use your tail and mind to bal anc:
She extended her thahier wshtiabei Ifiltayp pii

mi nd struggled, overcompensating wi
OYour wings can accelerate and gu

them i n, remain still, calm your mi
0OBut | 61 1 fall . o6
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oNow! o
Wi ngs tucked, Saffa floated higher,
to cleaolber I mvndating! o

ostill, Saffa. Except your tail.?é
Saffa relaxed her arms and adjusted
0You can move in all directions, 6 N
mind. o6

She tried to move | aterally, but f el
Mot her héeDdnberouwuprdo it. Just know,
Yodw e ,goStortehni ssncour aged her.

With his support, she sl owed hersel
Tail wiggling, she floated to her sid
o0Yes! o

OExcell ent. Now soar . Combine your \
Mot her s wi sshheado thiemg whingls ,i nto the air
Saffa thumped her wings, i magidmsed he
nervousness. She stopped near Mot her,
| ow, Tenebres burned.

No dSiowreesn Phemaght.

oLast flying |l esson. Diving. o

Shi't

oOFoll ow me to the nearest fire and
heading toward a set of burning woode
With a yell of exhilaration, Saffa ¢
wind againswi hertbé&isi,nlkionggf eedsi.ng i
I n the smoldering neighborhood, me t
upon rooftops. Around, a panicked cr
came in too fast, crashing into a roo
Sorry, Soren!

Ow. Use my magi ¢

With her frost and commanding his F
from her hands, fighting the fire.
OHel p! 6 a panicked woman cried, poir
chil dds insidel!o

Mot her sprinted into the house. A s
smal | , crying girl, setting her down.
0Thank vyou, Your Majesty. | 6ve hear (
ture. Do you plan to exterminate us?§¢6
ONo. Il gnore Bratgond6s propaganda. Bu

ions and those of my daughter and he
el | everyone you know we fight for N
A man strode n&¥%dudwe tlhed whimpmt. wi nd
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grace for decades. We shall watch ¢
in your debt. o
oOur army wil/ be by |l ater to ass

You can repay the debt by sharing
meet . O

oWe will. Glory to Nightwind. 6
oHonor for your family, o6 Mother s;
oSaf f a, remove the wreckage. 6
o0Can you help me?6

0OYoudbre far stronger than me. Comlk

the houses. 6
We can doSbtenhogbobhght .

She stood on the roof, forcing hi
arms. She |lifted withdtalbludhgeer. str er
OHarness your virtue, 6 Mot her i ns
mense might. ¢

0By getting mad, | get stronger?6
0Anger . Wrath. Fury. Use them as
Directing her ire at Bratgon and
every muscle tensing to capacity. T
oLet your rage out!dé Mother yell e
With a heart of burning anger, Sa
wings flaring wide while she grippe
she flew, hauling it to the street.

of fo uas eh.
0Shit!oé6 she yelled, dropping the
window and carried the remaining ct
that! o

A dumbfounded humanoid stood, gazi
Safl6fvae, never seen anything |like th
Bbm prehe yt tcowght , but his shock c:
Why ?

Besides crushing metal with bare |
Sounds I|ike a | ot.

I weigh fifteen stone.

So, Il fjteedt thirty of you?

At | east.

Saffa and Soren finished clearing
A young gi rolSabbdlaow hyeelMigdhty! o6
Swooping downgs nouhcahg rtion ,SoSaefnf a Kk ne
your name?6

0l dm I ngrid. Are you really a demi
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0l sure am. Youbdre a powerful warric
The girl cl apped excihuenply Sadnad Sadl
fl ew away while the crowd cheered.
0They seemed unsurprised at our natu
0Being closer to the castle, they ha
surprised if a few have seen my true
Near by, a Voraxmor church burned, <c
OWe must put out the fire, 6 Mot her
OWhy?6 Saffa asked, wanting to | et
ONot all who practice Voraxmor are
Saffa begrudgingly compdlsi esdpednds ¢ oot
Mot her entered the church, an ornat
hal | . I nside it, met al debris | ay sce
' i mbs. Priests in white robes attende
On e, hol ding @l smuotl lspeak | widt o uyqu.
Outsi de, a howling snowstorm raged,
Loud creaks, bangs, and scraping came
fell, clattering around.
Standing beforeotSpeammanvn, Mot her saic
OYoubre demons, yet you save this cft
OFor Nightwind. And because we car e.
ONo. Can you do anything for these ¢
0l can help. 6 Mother went to each t
healing them, but wunable to restore t
Priests |l ooked on in astonishment,
ol ol I have Zelene, our new high prie
l i mbs. 6
ol kno 06d be forever grateful , ¢
Wit h t e out and mess <c¢cleared,
hol e in ei |l ioHi,, cawesrn yngne,rd esh e
each gapi r fearful expression. ol
You stil!/l nk we want to exterminat
ONo, 6 the priest admitted, setting
wi se. o
The other priests odqave | dusapmr &vian gt
priest said.

D ™ N O

w
h

OThereds one more fire,é Mother saioc
0l dondét think theyodre convinced. o6
00One might be. Thatdés all we need. 6
As Saffa fl ew t hrdsgihnsai des | d mur rheod .

head and, with a | oud gag, he vomited
Sorry fastgoing so
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Can you wipe my mout h?
She made him do it.

They soon neared the | ast fire th
t he O©OsagpfaBaler n si de. Twi sted met al
compl exes. Down below, a mob of ang

oSaffa, put out the fires and rem

Use my ,maSdrcemgtancmught .

She broke off, creating a blizzar
cast FPomagtuas.

Mot her confronted the mob, who t hr
she did not retaliate.

0Demon! 6 a man holding a scroll vy

0OYoudbre right. | hid my nature, al
what youdre doing right now. 6

The mob roared, their throwing bal

Mot her casually moved her head, d

Saffa hauled met al beams to the si

ONever trust a demon! dé6 another <cit
soul . 6

Mot her caught a r ocokYoiun aflrlo natr eo fc |
l ong before this revelation. I owi ||
A man rushed forward with a knife
arming him, she handed the knife ba

0Go back to your family. They nee
now. 6
Hundreds of <citizens gathered, t h

Pointing at theDeskyn &Gauwmamt ehlodt e
Saffa | anded Waext meo tMotthedrl. t hem

ONo. Time to go. 6

Some threw rocks at Saff a, but Mo t
t hem oaYwaw .may give me all your ire,
remain off | imits. o

oLeave, monsters!oé a woman Sshout e
The mob charged.

0l guessrmponheds grateful, 6 Saff a
anger .

ONo, 6 Mot her agreed, |l eaping into
angst. Wedoll need to invest extra e
Vicious yells sounded bel ow whil e
portions of Tenebres smol der ed, dar

N . A
Ny
a ks
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I n Night@wsntdhCasél eoom, the ceiling ¢
' ight refracting through col ored pane
cate emblem of a golden phoenix with
platform stoodwittwln hirgplatkel adribaelks an
|l shethra sat on the right, Tariqgqg on t
and Kaela conversed nearby.

OAI'l bets are off, 6 Haldra said. 0BT
to disrupt their logistics at once. 6

oHal dra, 6 Tariqgq started, oour f orces
ucating them about the new reality o
thereds structur al damage plus injure
haul ing iad rtschitphae edbastl e for reuse. 6

0Stwapisd deci sion. 6

0ls there a problem?06 | shethra askec

OWe camNigbeéewiodds popul ace while rai
not do both?6

0O0Only when their armies cross our boc
we hol d. Do | make myself <clear ?6

0l sh, this is fucking nuts. You0re |
and destroy you?bod

|l shethra stood, her calm gaze <carry
0Carry out my husbandds wishes. 6

Kael a gr adbsbh eadr mrHa | ddYroau 6 | | get your <ch
chill until then. 6

Hal dra pulled away with a snar|l and

|l shethra sat.

0Zel ene, 6 Tariq said, oplease visit
tle. They need your healing. 6

0Before you go,6 | shethra added, Ot a
pl ease assist Lariel with the ritual

campaign throughout Nightwind to help
and Bratgonds. 6

OMay | enter your mind?d6 Zel ene aske

Tel | her yes.

By e, Soren.

See you | ater .

OHe sagaffyasl. @dst connection with Sor

Zel ene mounted Chastity, hoi stbeng S
sides.

OYou donot need to do that, o6 the mart
of the throne room.
oTariqg, wedll be back in three days.
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OYou trust her?o0

0Sheds tough to manage, but | do.

0Then 108l see you when you retur |

After giving a kiss, oSahéahr aves me
your training, away from distractic

N . A

G \» [/

Saffa and | shethra emerged from a
jetted up against the blue morning
Mot her , surrounded by an icy wil dei
city, | afyars ptroe atdh eoustout h. The great
ogni zed the sdédenaobythsr Nigbgwbnd.

0OYoudbve made portals my whole I if
work. |1tds time.Oo

0ltds called gating, a boon from c
vast distances over Yava in moment s

OWe move faster in Navia?é

ONo, but Yavads physical |l aws and
tance here can be short there. Or v

0l s it |l i ke teleportation?d6 Saff a
whi sked Ysarel away.

0Tel eportation compresses our uni
bare hands. ltds different from gat

0Teach me how to do it.o

OWe must focus on other | essons,
ready?56

Saffa nodded, realizing thedTlhnmeéd
days with you? Yes! 6

OFirst |l esson is precise control
of fire. I't morphed into a flying p
cube. OFire is destructive, yet cap
underismmtggnde mpat hy, and patience. Tr

Saffa summoned a fiery dragon, buf
it i nto ot her shapes, it bur st i nt C

O0Think of i tArleskpee cat |lanvd nngu rbteu rnegy i

0l dve relied on Sorends magic for
been able to do it alone. o

oDependameehemds magic is a cane.
mand it with care and respect. o

After many tries, Saffa closed he
her sel f, bal ancing its destructive

the fire reformed into a beating I
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wonded |l ed eyes, she stared at it i n h
0Thatds just a start. With practice,
nabl e ways. 6
Saffa practiced for one hour.

0Soren helped me make a whip in my w
their tumultuous return, the happy ¢ti
despite being |l ess than a day ago.

OWhips é splendid instruments. Wh a't
into the distance.

0Such as?6 Saffa asked, waving her F

A fiery rope e&d emaredls .f r®hme Moltiheked
around a s mal |l boul der . With a yank,
tainside.

OWhoa! You make it | ook easy, even v

0Add | ogic and care for true master
hand. o

Saffa extended her hand, igniting f
tried to crack it.

0The fire is part of you. Guide; dor

Eyes on a nearby rock, Saffa called
obliged, shaping into a pulsating | as
it ensnared the rock, and houlr Ideidd iitt !
she cheered, eyes shining with excite

0OYoudre |l earning quickly. Clear your

ol remember chil dhood stories about
through trial of combat. But you neve

00One hundred seventy years ago, the
her successor. Others wanted the thro

OYou already told me this part many

OAfter three rounds of victories, |

OHal dra what?6

0Our battle took place close to here

0Shets é on the council. Are you fri

OWe are. o

OHowdéd you beat her? She seems power

oltds quite clever. When Fulgsta str
celebrated, [ spread my ash behind h
Soul ash. o6

00h my. o6 Saffa | aughed at Mother ds
Navia?é

0And took her gear. I gave it back 1
revived. 6
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0She doesndét hold a grudge?6

oProbably. But our respect for on

oWhat if she challenges you again

oWeodl | fight, and | 061l | win.©o6

0Seeing you two go at it would be

oLong before such paséi Ngghawpeds:!

0So youdbve said before. Combat, I
nuances. 0

0Your father and | will teach you
the throne will be yours. 6

ORi ght now, I need to rediscover
concern. Letds focus on current <che

0So be iit.o

OWhydéd you | eave Navia?é

ol ruled a realm of Navia for a |
stumbled upon Yava in my travels, a
l ands, the people, and the culture.

OWho and where did you rule in Na
asked, hoping for a detailed explar

OAnother time, my inquisitive dau:i

o0You know I &6m going to keep askini

ol &m sure of it.60

They shared a momeimbraof ngefsluact Sar
ti me practicing reshaping and movir
Q\_‘}

3

Saff a stretchéd.

OPower isndt just decimating your
a fdHdameed, and blew it out i n s moke

0l prefer a direct fight. ¢

0OSubterfuge is often your greatesH

0Being sneaky?56

0OYes. Mi nd. Stealth. Il ntrigue. Il n
tell you a tale.é

0l 6m all ears! 6 Saffa budded with

0Centuries agWyr mgfydrmdwerasi smaotd
ambitions of its perfumed nobles. T
yards, carryéng fragrant secrets.
%Dragons roamed Wyrmguard, a nation in
Bratgon. Some humanoids rode them in r

fl esh i6s anocdrtaglersi red delicacy.
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OWhat did you see?bd

OFar more than a bystander, | became
orate dance of trickery. o

Saffa oAhndkwbd. did you puppet ?56
ONone other thdm Wampmpsamxdas . b ng

0l d8m not familiar with that term. ¢
0Someone aroused by brilliant minds
youdre also one. 6

Mot&erintuition rarely missed the ma

me n , she found intellect stimuhfated h
itds one of the main reasons she agre
0OYoubve peered into my soul agai n, )\
are you. Guess | inherited it.?o

0You are correct, Saffa.o

0So, you played the scholar and phil
0The poor king, I wowed him with a
Eventually, he wanted to see more of
to enchant him with intellectual whis
Saf fa snorbtse da uadta cMmtutserr ecounting. 0
withwyseamwdbrused your influencedéto so
0Thatds putting it mildly, o6 Mother s
his peculiar fascination with a brain
OYou stood as the sovereign on that
0l moved the pieces. Nobles squabbl e
doing my bidding. I sat backe @&@magpymn
never ate so well .o

Saffa cackl ed, cl otYohibvge et tail dhtt h
oofp-acci detnd-edlidwdat sci ence, dondt you?b6
Mot her held out her hand, tapping he

ONo. Are you serious?6 Shedd made t
had caused civil wars from shadows.
Mot her shrugged, countoiMyg nfeimogreyrdss ofl

€ just trying to remember how many ti
hersel f.

oWell, thatdés an ¢é

ONever mind. I n th end, itds not j
just when and how t do it. Wi th a cl
man dwiosfe, wonredscoul d ensnare a nation,
share an 6amusing tale.

0Some stomp.meHey n tyloarr stories grov
right?¢96

oMany. How insightful .o

interesting stat

e u
(0]
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0l want to do something interacti:
oOLetds start with this. o6 A pillar
from behind. OFire can distract ando

Startled, 08ali da upi valoevd.d you set
tions?6 Beyond Sorends teachings o
al ways needed to move her arms and

OMy young Saffa, a true master Kkn:

oOoThanksMbohenhbawt know | ess than |
ti@n.

oltés your turn. o6

Her first attempt , tense and forc
approach. With three more tries, a

oDid you see that?¢6

OUsing fire without gestures <can
your own time. oo

Being able to use her fire while
bi nds had dneafdeen sheelre sfse.e

OLetd6s tackle more complex scenar

ceal you. 6 Hands held cl ose, t he ali
0OA heat shadow. 1t distorts the 1|ig

Saffa conjured too much heat, and
frosty bl ast.

OPrecise control is key,d6 Mot her
forest. 6

Saffa rolled her eyes. After many

brief heat shadow and cl apped with
Mot her gave a quick nod befdoMoeviexd

on. |l magine tracking a target. You
mar k them with thermal tracks. d Mot
ing glowing splotches. OYou can se.

i magi nilreg oa tfrliactke . 6
Saffa dragged her finger, creatin
OSubtlety is key. Youdre not ai mi
She needed si x 8ast tcarhpnt 9§ nwittr u cNd tome

tracks, feeling a sense of achieven
OAfter marking someone, theydll d
0To track without being near gi ve:
oLi ke a feather, power can be sub
Youdl!l discover them on your own. 0
Next, Mot her i nt rtohdeurcnebdb ad cchoonecseepntt
spells using rapid pulses of heat &

Sabsainitial attempts resulted in
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0This requires finesse, 6 Mother sai |
col d. o6
Saffa practds eidnsairtihe tMioarherf or s ome

a subtle thermal echo by finding a ra
without fire or snow.

OEach technique is a weapon in your
0Guess | dve got | ots of new tricks t
OSubterfuge: misleading, disguise, o
magi c. 0

OMot her , may | seek your wisdom regeée
oOHow formal of you. Ask.$é

oOYoudre ¢é ol d. | me an, in the wisest
Mot her | aughed,) 6éyebrrkw amhaheds a c
oOoWith your ancient wisdom, do you Kkr
0l dm still working on it. Soon as |
0Yes. How do | move beyond his betre
every time | think about it, | feel s
0l know you do. But vy ohueddd meb oltchv entosv e
00h. My . Goddess. Are you serious r |
first. Even that will be hard. 6
OFoll ow your heart, my daughter. 6

Saffa hoped Soren could be freed frc
t i onesntciupgmber ed her heart.

oOMaelt hr a, sorceress of yore, once
i Words of Power , Vol . (.

CC

i Chapfier 14

TRANSFIGURATION
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affa paced under the bright noon
oOLetds talk about your true for

si ckness. ltds a strength to har

A |lifelike illusion of Saffa in m;
0l magine this. You wal k among ene
control when to shock and terrify.:¢

OA concealed weapon, 6 Saffa said.
OA wélmed surprise can be devastat

are amplified. Your wings and tail
Your transformation, l ong buried,
potent agidtnegngtstpeerdesi |l i ence, and

t hat wondt regenerate from sleep o
Often. ¢

OFeed é Ki é6 Saffa slurred, real]

OAsmelnti oned earlier, we can sipho
snapped her fingers to get Saffaos
eficial when done with consent. Be
stared at théendistant moun

oWhen | rubbed Soren in my world,
ki, making him weak. It felt so goc

0Our power dominates. The sensati
aging its mgeeetlt befamehhrd?546

OAt first, he kept his distance.

OHe agreed prior to?6

o0Yes, Mother, he did.dé6 Dominance
ness in her heart.

0OA safer way is feeding off emoti
draw ki from adoration or lust witdt

OMot her. 6 Saffa couldndt sense he
ture. 0Sounds | ike youdve had toug
share?¢6

ol know what itds I|Ii ke to be | ost
advice is to get consent. 6

OWhat happened?6 Saffa asked, hopi

oDuring my early years, I found t
bot hersome. After some painful cent

OYou ruled é the Underworl d?6 Saf-

Mot her oelx hdailde.d.l nitially, I tried

of the beings didndt respect such n
obDid it work?5¢
0l found a good balance between f
0l dm not surprised, Mother. You h:
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you blatantly hurt someone. 6

OMy heart darkened, and | abused my
candt say | was ever happy. o6

0That s why you |l eft?6

00One reason. I hope you can avoid s

0Since |l eaving, have you abused your

oLess so, but thereds still some dar

OTricky. I 61 1 try to be careful, 6 S
dominate | ingered.

OFocus on | ove. ltds our rarest but
genuine emotions and trust, strengthe

is where consent comes into play. Wh €
can havef arldmakriknadbsl eo experi ences toge:
oLi ke you and Father?56

0Thatdés right. 6

O0Are all ki sources equal ?6 Saffa as
we store?o0

0Siphoning |l ust and adoerram ihboono sotf. ol tt
guickly if not wused. 6

OLi ke eating sweets?06

0Yes. Touch and sex provide |l onger |
built on trust and |l ove. 0

OWhatds my | imit?6

OYowapacity will grow over the mille
because every mavka is different. ¢

ol f I over feed, do | explode?6

Mot her dMa,ghyedudl | discharge magic
cess. O

0ls it dangerous?5d6

oCan be, so be careful . I f you feel

0Got it.o

oOWhat do you think of your new body?~

Saffa examined her enhanced for m, t
tail, and porlotlrouvde nigt 'b oGieers .we t ake a
move it around some more. o

OA recess then. 6

During t he b roeVdhka,t Sdaofefsa Faastkheedr, t hi n
mavka?é6

oLove, t riid ti ,s aderMderets our marri age.
Nightwind with respect and kindness.
only as a treasur e. When | reveal ed n
he alreaccy kinreevw oiutr. tHH me woul d be brie
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only for me . He supports and | oves
needs and wants however | choose. 0
oOYour marriage i s open?o0

oYes, but Tarig has remained fait

0Thatds noble of him.o

OHi s open mind and encouragement
Sabsarespect for Fatbhelegcew whjob
evening mountain air.

) &K H

As the after noomnWhwatndesd ,n eSxatféa as k e d
0ln mavka form, you gain mind dom

ni pulating others, you can alter me
ol can move stuff with my thought:
oLight things, yes. Before that, |
oLike I did Soren6s?o0

o0Yes. O

As with Soren before, Saffa tried

OAre you blocking me out?6

O0No, but my mind diffddoatiomg bius
body and into mine. o6

Saffa focused on Mot her, 0tr wiomnd¢g .t
O0An effective technigpeckingedi s

Saffa imagined hersel f afss shmeoakde atn
ing around. A crimson fortress stoc
OYoubre in. Get ready. | dm going t
opened.

Saffa explored dsnsdmoeet,i sresn:s i mlga yMol
tectiveness, passion. I nfinite memc
Saffa blinked,0samitnadut from Mot hi
OFor practice, use a willing part.
OHow do | alter memories?0

Mot her taught Saffa how to sweep
er s. Hours passed befmnemorSyaffa alte

OMemory alteration works only on
Mot her expl ained.

OWhy?56

oOoLotngrm memories solidify. They ¢
extreme effort.o

oLi ke what ?6

0Tel ekiiMoé iies 6 i gnored t he (qiudeasltlioonwn
you to move with your mind. Try on
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Under dwotdwirdance, she moved stones
of her fire and ice with her mi nd, cr
practice, she gained intricate contro
joying movi ngmaind trhee haipri nwi tttheno nee:

ONow |l etds discuss concealing your n

0Cloaking?6

o0Yes. Youdre unique, able to transf
your full power while appearing human

OHow does it work?5o

0l 6ve | earned to hide my mavka body
means. This causes others to perceiyv
faded, and she appeared humanoi d mome
ficult. You ,neeadntcromicenam@atumdcher st and

After many hours of swearing, frust
form, her human appearance manifestin

O0Keep practicing until it becomes se¢

Saffa relaxed, her mavka body reappe
tain the illusion worried her.

0lt can really be easy? Does it wuse

OWith practice, yes. It drains ki oV

ONothing can see through it?0

OPower ful beings or magic might stil
remain in your humanoid form when pos

0Thanks foMothes, 6tr 8ahfagsaid. o0l <ca
we spent so |l ong together. 6

OYoudbre wel come. Letds pause. o

Mi dni ght pdass stehdi na sc rYeasvcae nt moons cas
mountainside. Both mavki stared up, |

0OAre all Navians i mmortal ?06 Saffa as

0 MavKki plus other powerful types ar ¢
they die. o

OWhy does it matter where they die?¢

0l n Navia, al Iftahraet drse bwohryn nroesgta rcdhl 0eosss

ol know Hal dra and Zelene are i mmort

OHer familiar. Theyodre bound for ete

0The other Navians on the council ?56

0OKaela is a special type of banshee

0Banshee?6 Saffa asked.

ol dll refer you to her for questi ons

oOWhat happens to I rvan and Eris wher
0They rebirth in a new mort al form i
OHow | ong would my rebirth take?96
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Mot her ®&Kouggethe days é or one th
The wide range of time for otelsior ts
pl e. Her death would I|Iikely end al/|
0Do mortals remember things from |
0ltds very rare. o

0l see, 6 she said, attempting to ¢
sions to her relationships.

\ 2 ; : 5

I'n the Dbrisk nlght air, Saffa stoo
clear sky. Despite the dim setting,
0Your virtue is fury,dé Mother sai
attack me with all youdve got?60
oWhoa, hang on. o6 Saffa | aughed at
to kill you?6é

0l do. Dondt worry; I 61 | be fine.
She giggled at ddhecabmupadstyr ef M
OPerhaps you need some eNMobhemgsm
Soul ash slithered out from her hanc
just a taste of what youdre truly c
0OYoudbre going to whip it out of m

against her during childhood, she ¢
sense when t hefitshita aftalotn Irielgai oreed a
0l wondét harm you,é6 Mother told h
hold nothing back. ¢

She ¢ofrackvel ed, trying to get angry,
l enging. She started | aughing.

Mot her whi ppeddsSohéad hwintelara Sarf & ak
Startl ed, rage built i nside Saffa
Mot her @dwdang®d.sr fury out! é

Fire condsmbddpafigniting her ar ma

she roared |l ong and | oud.
OFocus, 6 Mot her sai d. OHarness it
rage. No w, attack mel!l 6

Saffa punched at Mot her.

0Command yourself.o6 Meaberoddodged.
Sadbsaworl d blurred as she shot st
Mot her waved her hand, o&murtabcee filte
Saffa scr eameds sghra yplpdenrgs ,Mow ahretri n g
With a swift sidesteéepypouMatrket hgu i
Let forth your power! o6 Flames from
Saffa, whooshing and crackling agai
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Saffa punched uselessly against the

rage flaring to madness. Wi th ment al

I't brightened to azure and flew aroun
mount ai msgrpdareesd burned, fl ames and de
Mot her stood unharmed within the cyc
storm. Shards rained down, pummel i ng
a hellish, wintry wasteland.

Her st or ms conder gad sedt diaMdt hdror mi
Mot her ate it. O Mmm, delightful, 6 she
self. Let the madness cool slowly. 6

With Betbeonthing voice, Saff ad-s madr
hot ember of acceptance, and she dous
owWel |, if we run out of food, I gue:
said, trying to hide her shock.

OPer haps, but be cautious. Il tds an e
OHow did you take control of my magi
0OTraining, technique, and power. Son
Saffa snarl ed, oMgr pawger Mi sehg agai
0Good. Channel your emotion into pow
Think of it as a furnace. Your rage i
it, let it burn bright, reduce when n

oBurnt!o

0Show meréai Bledhéder chin as she point
your burning rage and strength to thr
Saffa | eaped t Miarbtow tf erdith htdd att h ee inbgpak uel

i ft . I t Witb rmeotvesd , but di dn

OFeel every muscle and |l et it out. Y
Saffa growled as her fingers crunchi
With a shout, she hurled it down t he
OWho needs a catapult when you have
wi ngs.

OA strong display. Remember, with gr
age. 0

Fatigue snatchedoBafhar, th&mngo hee ak
Mot her came cl| ok famrde h emaudc hweidt hS ad fjao
of pure ecstasy. Shed6éd never felt so
0Guess | -sapecebypaestglgadrt of f my bucket
taking Motherds hand to stand.
0OYoudre welcome. 6

Af ter a quiet oMoehéudehoBamhay ami ek
of 20

oOYou, me, Zelene, Alonka, Demvora. |
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oDemvora! 6 Saffa said, rememberin
had prophesied her return. o0l met s

0l 6m sure you did. They have hope

O0Why?6

OFive thousand years ago, she sacrt
ci Fo1l e

OEradication?dé6 Saffa asked.

0She gave her exi stence for free

t

Ni ght wi nd wi h the same philosophy.
0Tel | me mor e. Pl ease. ¢
0SBégned a blood contract, sacrif
0Seems | i ke fiheowowbtati tappewed t
o0Dangerous. But she got results,
ment . O
0And they wanted her soul in retui
oYes, and the same ban from any N
0Thatds not a fair tradel!l 6
0She mustdve thought it was. o6

oDid the contract have a terminat.i
by Sor emnmbst cdondtnracthave either.

0Two breach c¢cl auses: Demvora must
may enter the otherodés real ms. I f br
OMutually assured destruction?6

00n a scale difficult to compreher
five thoBehati yelhysspeaking. 6

OWhat do you mean?d

OA great proxy war rages through
influence and di minish the other us

OHow do you know all this?6 Saffa
magnitude of this revelation.

0ln the Underworld | ays Demvorads
l ast act, before signing the contra

the shrine?¢6

i mage every centur)
Il ms have you been
horrors. Things |
terrible. o

OYoudve been

ol take a pil
OWhat other r
OEnough to se
olt alll sound

(0)
r
a

2Z7Mot her explained the Hélklbeaneat edhe e&é
infernal s, al so called devil s. Rul e of
esis 6B DbBavearee whi ms. Navians and in
hatred.
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ONot all. Beauty, peace, and joy car
Desiring to change the topoWhads so
Al onka?éd

OA mischievous mavka, 6 Mot her answer

she, Zel ene, and | go on extended adyv
OWhat antics?06 Saffa asked, arms f ol
Mot her shrugged.

Saffa groanedrwi taH |Ii rmraivtkdat ifemal e ? 6
oOYes. But vyou bring up an i mportant
mav ki are sometimes known by another
O0Seswlcking demons?06 Saffa asked, hav

and Drenagl en.
oDepends on how you use your power .

existed, youdod call him an incubus. S
tion. Picture our powers, especially
bridl ed, asggtryepmisdale odfesmere. 6 Mot her &8s
sigh.

0That sounds most wunpleasant. 6

ol't must remain forever nonexi stent.
The two mavki remained quiet while
topi c.

oTel |l me more about Al onka. o

OA most cihdshenglaggueéricks and causce
ment . But sheds also one of the most
Al onka sounldesit | i kiefemdl o8gffa wanted
oMot her , I need a meeting. Pl ease. 6
0l dondt know where she is. 6

OWhy not ?6

oOoLeave it be. o

Safdfe@ai ded to seek out this mavka on
Her eyes fodssedkionakMdt hers smoot hne

sticking out. OHow come your skinds s
0So i s Alonkads, 6 Mot her said. 0 We ¢
mav K i of might, your thickened skins
your bony parts can pierce more sharp
or s, even widhout ar mament

0l 6m pleased to be so deadly. 6 Saffe

N 7

OWedve alfmolslit dlaoynledé aSaffa said as daw
OFor day two, youodl I l earn how to f

t hose wi t h fire and water domai n ma
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combinati on, Il i ke you. o

ol killed Mortemir with fire, foll

0OYoudbve discovered heat and col do:
ent ways of changing structure. By

OHow?O

0Create a fireball . ¢

OEasy enough. 6 Saffa gave Mot her
appeared in her hand. ONext?6

oCover it in ice.o

With her other hand, Saffa | ayere
the fire dissipated into steam.

0l already know how to make fog. o6

oWhy did the ice melt?6

oDuh, the fire.o

0And why did the fire dissolve?6

o0The i ce, | assume. 6

oWhat if | told you fire and ice

OYoubve got my attention. 6

oOMake an iceball .o

A sphere of i0cehfaodmedWeldr 8afdoa ng

Mot her massaged the icy ball, sur

withdrew her hands.
The fire ebbed and fl owed, t he i «
war ped.

ONo! An illusion or something?¢6
OFeel the |l ayers. o6 Mother put her
Saffa put hierehaind car édheed | i ke
OFire never feels hot to me. How
Mot her grabbed a twig and dropped
Unconvinced, Saffa put a | arger s
Fascinated by the paradooxHocva2d6 t hi |
0Control and creativity. Your pot e

diligent experimentation. 6
0Seriously, how? Different kind o
0By natural |l aw, heat desires tra

I convince it the ice doesndt exi st
OYoudre b ing universal | aws?6
OMore |ik nding. By wusing my mi

out ward. 6
OWhy i s
OThrow i
Saffa hu

it useful ?26
t against this boulder. 6
ried the creation in an o\
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with a deafening crack and hiss. Stea
o0Call -fireazd |l faistheball , 6 Mot her said.
fuse and devastate your enemies at tF
and ice. o0

oOHel |l s yes! Il sure coulddéve used thi
ice individually. ¢

0Thatds right. Be mindful, though. E
for single targets. Dondt try to dest
try all on your own.©6

For three hours, she formed icebal]l :
each frustrating attempt, the el ement
The sun rose to its apex.

Under dwotpetri ent instruction,ishe fo
soft plea to the fireiand sfeonrdme d sa hseta
coction. She hurled it, destroying an
citement .

0Good work, Saffa. This next technioc
groups or | arge structures. 6 Mother t
steamed. Saffa recognized it as her h

0l made siomeltairi nign my wor |l d. o

obDo it again, but use your frost. o

OHow?

0Thin

She t
zzard. Coe

c
e
creating a [
a el it out. o

t
fire will ¢

After many failed snowy attempts, ev
a turbdlSabtt ac@ztead energy field.

ol can see the disturbance, but t he
OWeaving hot and cold, one can creat
to release at your whi m. Letds move t
Together they motioned their hands,
meandered to a cluster of trees.
0They dondét seem aware, 6 Saffa notec

oCompletely unaware, 6 Mother said. ¢
and the trees wil!/l burn. When you see
will take hold. Once it does, assert
piecapin succession. Ready?96

Saffa nodded.

Mot her snapped her fingers, and the

i nstant . Saf f a rel axed her mi nd, an
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wonder |l and with @&sshagp ysmamp.wl Wi tt
endl ess shards.

OWe just destroyed a forest in se:i
oYou can and will do so now. 6

For a | ong ti me, Saffa tried. Cr ec
but | ayering her cold on top provecd
two infusions from Mot her, mar vel in
Near mor ning, twin crescents beam
bal anced her el ement s, she rel axed
An icy covering hissed over them. E
OFuck! Yes! 6 Saffa roared, which

OYoubve just achieved the ther mal
something only two others have achi
Mot her rarely gave such hdbghapkay
Mot her . [ |l ook forward to destroyin
0As you shoul d. Now youddll |l earn

your el ements. o
0Soren helped me make weapons of
OWhat changes when they combine?6

OEverything. Your el ement al ar mor
weapons you craft will penetrate mc
Eager to try, Saffa ejected fire
Mot her ohualplped.ci ate your gumptio
just brute force. Ment al focus and
pul se. Wed6ll work together first.o
oAl I right, show me. 6

Mot her grdasb theach dS afnfda pul | ed. 0 Some
The mavki ran to a portion of wund:
Saffa scanned the predawn sky, he
she saw clearly withhdazdednhame edir &
over the mountain. I'ts eyes gl eame
head. |l ronnjuls bbeosmsyddd ngs, three t
to each mouth. W th a gun turret at
its tail, it evoked magical and mec

No sm&KbBdhire head thought.
Just ansmat efokeb¥ys,

OThree heads, 6 Saffa noted, a mi xt
inside her. 0The Zmey arend6t undead
o0No. And Bratgon isnot known f or

with another party to achieve this.
OWheredd the bones come from?5¢
oDuring the Dread War, mo s t of t
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i mmunity, we coul dnot cremate t hem,

matriads Gl eipnir Mountains, a place
0Did someone steal the bodies?6
oDoubtful. Zofi el used an artifact t
0OYou said you purged nests with Lari
OWe cut them into pieces and |l eft tF
OEw. So, somebody put those pieces [
OA power ful necromancer could do it,

oWhat about the rider?0

0OAny dead wizard corpse could be ens
0Should we engage?6

0This one appears to be heading for

far in the distance to the south. 0We
siege by corsairs.o
A fiery portal appeared on the grour

OHow does one ascend to deity? Guil
!

i
i Words of Power , Vol |

CC

i Chapfier 15

CONFLUENCE

or enZalnadne rode Chastity, nearing t
Sortére, mav kwhitlheoulghggssess you, |

desires into actions. [ want vyou t
your consent ?

Yes, pl ease!

0Testing, one, t wo, three, o he said
the sudden sense of normalcy and free
jerky, jarring possession, Zelene mad

mavka natur eherbenadge rmean peacef ul . ol t
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stuck in my body. 6

OYoubre resilient. And wedll rest:

0ltds been ages since Zelene poss
ti me, if you ask me. o

oOViolating someone is not somet hi

OEven if ités consenting?o6

OFew consent these days. 6 Zel ene
ons, and shield to the saddl e. She
0Come, Soren. Chastity, pl ease wai't

With a | oud huff, Chastity cloppe

0Seeing me wild.l be frightening en
much. o

OFine,d Chastity consented, bl owi:

Soren hopped off, examining his |
did@tn seem to exist now. Profoundly

through his body, his eyes watering
I nside Gdhehalhlur chhne priest hurried
tor 2?20
ol trust her, 6 Soren assured him,
bl essing him with freedom. OYou won
She gave him an appreciativeoIlndon,

Zel ene. Pl ease, di rect me to your r
They followed the priest and came
unconsciocArst ummeermbr e. 6 Her hands gl o
expanded, tearing through bandages,
oWhat manner of witchcraft is thi
caution. oHave you | eft your demon
Soren stepped betweéenfgZebdemai anda
one of only a few I dve seen whoobove
my | ife. Her honesty is second to r
Soren, yoWBebaragleyf ukncdwwmeasi ly yo
Until you prove otherwise, you ha
Yodw e a unigue human. |l 611 endeavo
Bm astoni shed at how f astThyank tyroa
bve done it for others before. An

Wi t h a habnsd sohno uS odreern, Zel ene asked
ot hers?6é6

The priest walked away with a gr

Zel ene healed three other indivi
both | egs.

0l dve never seen such magic, 6 the

OWe must take our |l eave, 6 Zel ene

u
d
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them a mavka healed them. | f they see
essary. There should be no side effec
ol will .o
They |l eft the church, found Chastit.y
0Soren, may | take some of your ki ?¢
icant effort. o
o0Yes. O

When she reached back and touched hi
electricity tickled him for a moment.

OMost generous, Soren. |06ll endeavor

OMy policy for ki drains is gifts or

ol |l i ke this one, 6 Chastity comment €

ONobody should own anyone, 6 Zel ene
with | aughter.

0Do you have a consort?d Soren askec

The dxarleaughter cut out. OHe doesndt

0Goryn slew my | over in the PDraead \
Vi #.m

0You couldnoét resurrect her?90

0Gorynds breath r”astheacﬂxutdilsém:telgfr at e
save me and Chastity. 6

He co6ul dmagine | osing a |l over I|ike t
up her sorrow, as he felt nothing fro
for you?b¢d

ol want her to enjoy eternal bliss.

OHave you found anyone since?b6

O0Two jerks,6 Chastity answered. OEsp
got c¢close. One night with full moons,
dr ess. Hot , [ tellAilyoer aBuy. h&Vvi { bett
Gone f arc&kwdr .upFk 6

0l dm really sorry, Zelene. 't must &

OYoudve still got me, 6 Chastity saic

She pet the dmbee, witihemds mWé eshall a

Heart aching, he wished she could f

How could anyone reject Zelene with h
OMourn ndtrifeoad ®®ren, 6 the mavka sa
oFor | have much to be grateful for. ¢

Y \\ 7
] 1 |
\':\.,t ; L

2Brigid rules Pravium. The most rare and
pure bliss, escaping the cycle of rebirth
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Soren, Zel ene, and Chastity entered
a sturdy wooden table where I drys
Deat h and Darsimelmbsdtmemrt htelre sti alkel, e r e

boolkhhe Known TRleal mair Voi smodunted, a

gnome. Zel ene sat next to L@agisehHoul
Soren unzipped an inner pocket on
Words of HRowdracewWoli.t lon the table.
00ne of my favorites!o6 Il drys said
o0Saffads fire burned it, fighting
read the second volume?06

OWhy yes, 6 the gnome answered. 0B
ritual s. o

Soren | eaned over.

|l dr ysoBBorea@adbi ndi nd.s KXt r dontfiureg nag Vi
and often fat al to the host, a suc

host befor & dedtaridywidn g italgeg auwnisc t irm.a ¢
the page.
0Di sgusting, 6 Zel ene said.

o0Sounds awful, 6 Soren commented.

I dr ys mbAwvdfdwelds.e buwl . 6

Lariel, |l ooking up from her book,
oOWhat ?6

oVile. o

OBut wuseful, 6 a grinningllodbrdy sar<a
necromancer uses blood and their ki
comes alive, Desr dieds gArdudtidtiioasd le ri st
ponents sketched the page, accompanr
0Given enough time, you could cre:
ol knew a necromancer, 6 Il drys tol
ants. o

0Thatds a |l ot of rituals. How | on
0About two hundred years ago. Wi s|
OMel at har, 6 Lari el sai d.

ORi ght! Creepy |l ooking, but smart
arcanums at once, with her ¢é | arge
OWheredd she get it from?dé Zel ene
ol didnoét ask. 6

Soren, trying to rid his mind of ¢
and t heilroncge nltdufireiwepsalnd .are you?b6
0Two hundgsewemimexty month! éé 1 drys

aged gnome.
0To be so young again, 6 Lariel <col
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oWel I , Gr andma, how ol d are you?d6 1|c
OThree thousand,wos iyxe alrnsinm eseedvaeyndt,oyr & 1y c

teen hours. o
Her age dud i se Soren, gevVeest handx
under st ood h ability to track it to

pr

er

l drys nviowk &krneodv. t he hour s?6

0Obviously. ¢

OHow about vy

oJust over t
u
n

ou, Zel ene?06 Soren askec
h ee millennia.o

0Same as you, Chastity?o6

0l dm about ine hundred years ol d. ¢

He gazed at each of these ancient i
|l i ke a heavy <c¢cl oak.

Soredel enke eéehwoyghnou.

Why ?

You have all of your | ifelitwedaXxlpeirn e
care ke fficult.

Do you get bored?

Not wuswually, but the repetition can
What have you found hel pful to manac
Supportive friends and focusing on L
Even though we just met, I consider
pl ease | et me know.

Very Kkind. I owi ||

He met hemid¢éwyaes amd h
Her mouth spread a pi
The gnome described t

eart flutteri ng
nch as she pl ay
hree more grim

atteaThibs.one is powerful. Bowei mgemno
target, the caster gains al/l ki, powe
unhar med,6 elllsee pagebroccandsau Inve dohrddvsag ri an
restraints and instruments. |t noted

l drys read a dwatmgi mgusaé otheArvadculcum
with their boddy Tohed npga gge sd mdyeud awi tsho ud
skel eton wearing a black cl oak.

OPl ease tell me Saffa tearing the rc
oDid Saffa wear any other binds?06 Le
0Just shadowy ropes, which the wizar
|l drys gave aoMawsvhkni sareévghboatagl esb
woul dndt be part of the spell . ¢

O0A soul cord targets only one entit
this. o6

OHe used a word of power with Anvi ct
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cord wrapped around Mortemir. Thi s
Could Gemno really duplicate it?0
0l dm not sure, o6 ldrys said. ol tods
t wo beings at once. Hal f the upkeepg
OFoolish, o6 Lari el sai d. 0Too much
oLi ke what?5¢
OEverything. Soul cords must only

ldrys ohraodged. he knows ot her wi se
0The exotic plants caught fire, o6

get soul cord?¢6
OPerhaps, 6 Lari el sai d. OThere ar
ONightshade?6 I drys asked.
ONo. 6
OMandrake?6
O0Al so, no. 6 She cut of f the gnome
oMol vy, an herb from Navi a, can am

mat ches the black and white descrir
OHow in the Hells did Roland get |
oUnknown, 6 Lari el replied.
Soren refocusedotwhemi Saé¢dml terecot
did it break the spell ?6

0The resul t is undefined, 6 | drys
tain what. o

0lt broke the spell, 6 Lariel said

OArendt -ylul a6 know

oYes. O

Sorendtcohledp snickering. He appre

Il ddgslips angled as she twirleeldf .h
OWhat are you reading about, Lari el

0The spirit realm. 26

oWhat have you |l earned?d Soren as
detail s.

oAl I l' iving souls interconnect t hi
the individual hdreeveryheérri ed@s i 0 muaas
and ki .6

OHow often do cords get cut?696

ONot very,o6 ldrys said. 0OBecause

0Samatriads gleipnir crystals all/l

OHave ywdd rntéaed books?6 I drys asked

OTwi ce, at |l east . 6

OHa, 6 Il drys said. 0Sor en, when vyo
di fferent 2?6
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oOHe was tired and bl oodi ed, l i ke t he

0Sounds | ike Rolandds smart applica
hi m. 6

ol woul dnot call it smart. Mor e | i ke

We | | s,aizde| eSnoer etnhought t o him.

This ritual of fends everything in me

And me.

ORegardless of his morals, 6 the gnon

o0ldrys, youb6re wrong, 6 Lariel counte
l and sick. Something else is responsi

ldrys osMhghead. | even bother ?6

Lari el shrugged, causing Chastity tc¢
bl azing t obnsg ueea ri,n gZeetlteinneg a smack acr

l drys chortl ed.

Soren snick@®g eantaitc sChasWhy yt wo soul

Mortemir are immortal. A single one w
l drys mYmmed.one would be enough. Bu
tuni st and meticul ous, right?¢96
0Yes, 6 Soren agreed. OWe researched
for weeks, though he didndt mention A
OHe wears the shroud of a holy pries

festers. o
OQuite. o6 Lariel nodded.

OAny ot her words of power during the
i
I

u
Soren cringed, orVacalelligmg 6a final wor
OWhat did they chant?6 Larie asked.
oOWithin the perpetual sphere, by th
signs, we summon the everlasting seal
ritual and Saffa bound under the chan
OMatches the Netédfsesal dri tual , 6 t he
ORol and mentioned it at the ritual 0:¢
of it. Can you explain?6
0ltds one of the most powerful ritua
one to a void, stripping memories. Mo
alyzed, floating forever.?©o
OYou candt ever get out?dé Chastity &
0This case is the only one | know of
0Thatds way worse than death, é the n
oOWhat happened to Mortemir?d6 | drys &
0Saffa destroyed him in her world. o6

Lari el cl osledilr herclbapked.and
0Good for her!dé the gnome said. o0l v
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OFrom what | Ove read, back to out

o0But wraiths are vengeful, o6 I drys
|l and. 6

OPrecisely, 6 Lariel agreed. OThat

0So fast?6 Soren asked.

OYes, it could affect him across |
mention her world in council. Pl eas

Soren detailed his becotmsnwophdt i
eventual return to the ritual s i mr

0They used you as a new catalyst,
OYou exploded?d Chastity asked.

0lt was é unpleasant, to make t he

Chastity nickered.

o0OQuch, 6 I drys said. OHowd6d you col

0Compared to Yava, ti me must fl ow
plied. o6This is most wunusual . ¢

o0oSaffa mentioned Mortemirtr di dnot
t hem.

OA mor oi never forgets, 6 Lari el S
0OYoudbre a walking bestiary, o6 | dry:
0Agreed The evidence makes it ob-
Soren f @dwsndaxlpdrainalti on | ogical . O0A
00Only in Saffads worl d. Upon | eav
OWhen did you realize Roland cont
OHe forced me to attack Saffa whe
ChastitgDoedghled.signing stuff wit
ol think I dve | earned that | esson
oSaffads iron will and mavka Kki h
l andds greed of tryingAyoubaeirehat @

in.o
oWhy did her world form?déd Soren a:
ol know!od6 I drys said. oSaffaNamnhk- N

erseal ds effect. |t all owed Saff a
claimed the surrounding void, creat
and her ki .o

Sthe p,owseorrfeunb utth ohuegrh tp,o s s efts i wann ti st «
to hers.

dm pl eased youdre comfortable, So
Real I16ys? éTlheaxtt r emely generous of yo
Ibve seen people controlled by sim

Thank you, Zelene. Truly.
My pl easur e.
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He gazed at her as she fidgeted witd!l

its many colors and sil ken texture.
Lé&ts focus on ,t Zied emmen v hrouaggthitan, Sor
Right. Sorry.

0Cl ever gnome, 6 Lari el sai d.

ol 6l'l say, o6 |l drys agreed. 010dd | ove
0OYou candt, 6 Lariel said.

0And why not?6
OReasons. 6

l drys huffedpThaokbngdat mBoeenr yptic
0Could the soul cords work across r e
OPossibly, 6 Lariel answer ed, Obut t h
OHow clever. o6 I drys scratched her he
oBesides i mmortality, what was Rol ar
ol drys, take the |l ead with Soren, 6 L
0Time for a thought experi ment Star

Soren approved ®Rrddheesd.met hodol ogy.

ONow examine Mortemir, t he moroi . Y C
Ol mmortality. Mastedyabhi agrtantdadlke
to weapons, |ightning, and red fire. o

ol magine Roland and Mortemir merged.
0Their combined air and death magic

temirds other abilities and i mmunitie
0The soul cord would turn him into
moroi, making a €é moroi lich. A 1lich
wWo w. Letds take this further | magi ne
pens?o6

Reluctantly, Soren entertained the t
OHer resistances to fire and water ma
enhance the moroi |l ichds already powe
0Go on. 6

0Saffads mavka powers inclduauralvialsitt y
f ast heal ing, flight, and ki transfer
the ones | know about . 6

OA mavka moroi Il i ch. But Rol andds me
Ol ncubus?6

OA mal e mavka, or succubus. | donot
oOoPray it doesnd6t, 6 Lariel said.

l drys put her handsoPtl cegesteh edro,n 6kt o veixn ¢
Lari el and Zel ene snickered, and Ch

| aughter.
0Yes! o6 I drys cried out. oDid you se
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t hem! ¢
Soren obsefaeedalsatrraeigheadin
I heard ypuSenecoskehoudkt ene h
You heard @Zel sneht hbugopt back, bu:
0Soren, 6 Il drys said, owhy dondt vy
Baffl ed dast ceavlenn ydoennee anor s whil e di
a name came to his mind. He knew no
ol t means unhol vy, deat hl ess one, 0O
0Sor en, how do you know such a wo
0olt just came to me.o6 Chills crawl
had forgotten, given the terror of
O0Kind of impressive, 6 Chastity sai
a leertadddi kbeatse ar d type of way. O
l drys hoppedl onmatgd nteh g otudbblee Rol and
into this thing. What happens?§6
0Thatdéds a dark path, 6 Soren said.
OBut necessary to understand Rol a
Soren envigsoradg&mé andHedd conj

drain ki endl essly, and manipul at e
mand | egions across realms. Rol and
0OAgreed, 6 Lariel, Zelene, and 1| dr:

OFuck, 6 Chastity cursed. oDaz i s |

Zel ene snickered.

0OYou |l aughed at one of my jokes, 0

The mavka rdadbfelda @hmagtnedaok.

OWith your permission, 6 |l drys sai
vissippenn |, allowing a glimpse into a

Everyone agreed, and the gnome pr
and casting the spel

The group entered a trance, | eavi
stood changefd,shHdescw anad ebone, eyes
Navian fire.

A war of i mmense scale played out
Landscapes bore the scars of conf |
parted by colossal war beasts, and
battled dan#d, fseaegsanf., |l and in the

Magic unl eashed in pandemoni ufs ¢
shadows, spells morphing into beast
Roars of celestial creatures intert
val or .

2%Those on Yava call outer space the be
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Rol@sndstor ms f-soil zl eodw e td @ mppel satnset b or n o)

screamed and | aughed, crumbling mount
terror.

Above abbk, dRokamd]l I twisted minds a
countl ess real ms, hovering in the voli
real ms, an unceasing, omni present ti

crown and cloak of tdhteorgmsl, oRolcan & sh o\
The vision faded.

Soren sat, haunted by it, a stark <ch
Resolute with conviction, his fear tr
path ahead, but he would face 1it, wi t

Wi ping moist eyedl 06vhee msawveerdireeda chi amrs
such magnitude. Rol and must be eradic

Il drys, her face now omdhyk eids witt ha | swaadyn
everything with men?5é6
OHuh?06 Soren asked.

OMost men, 6 |l drys corrected herself.
0That s messed up,6 Chastity comment
OWedll stop him,6 Zelene promised.
LarielbHssoodfernal friends wondot | i

ryone. | must return to Marasheart. o
Zel ene gave a slight nod while Chast
0By e, I guess, 6 Il drys said.

Soren waved and soon rested his headc

Zel ene set him on Chastity, then the

A time | ater, they returned as she ¢
bing him from the mar e Hendds Ibaeyeinn gk ih idn
t wo mavki and will sleep for a Il ong t

Il drys, Zel ene, and Chastity read bo¢
he sl ept.

( ‘K-":

O AR ¢
Soren woke up refreshed and hopped up
in his throat during his slumber, and
OHow Il ong did I sleep?6
0ltés the middle of the night, o6 Zel €
ONot very Il ong. o
00f the day after, 6 Il drys said, endi
ol dbeeer sl ept so long. 6
Zel ene held out a mug of water.
OMuch appreciated, 6 he said, reachir

thickness of her skin soothing, but h
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Chastity r ai soeHlke awafnltasmhtaog dnhporl &e | yeont
t!1 o

0Stop with your nonsense, 6 she sa
The mare snorted.

He guzzl ed, oOtThhean d<eatt ittheasipbd. 0
0OYou needed a big recharge. 6 Zel el

0ls this common with Kki drains?6

oln rare circumstances, a mortal
for three days. 6

ol feel great now. o

0This pleases me. o

After they read tomes for a while
shel ves bhaomgmenufffdmdabove.

OEarthquake?6 I drys asked.

ONo. 6 Zelene frowned as she stood

OMore invaders?060 the mare asked.

ol drys, with me,d Zelene said, gre
her steed. 0Soren, strap yourself i

0Yes?6 Having flown with Saffa on
fl aming mare seemed the definition

OFear not, 6 the mavka said. ol 98l

He used Specingulum to strap hi mse
her waist, grateful for her protect

Chastity gall oped out of the arch
fl ew i ntweitlheed ,c | prueddawn sky.

Pushed dowmMsbystcleedsimame Sorends b
ening at the daunting spectacle arc

Fifteen bone Zmey. At op each head
bolts downward from their staves. |
fell from their tails, battering th
sions. Eeawehd heelaemesmpt al fury from tu
l ungs as they carved swathes of S
cannons spat a deadly hail of i
Soren gl anced back and wp, flaeho
ny Zmey. Thin moon rays peeked t
ning blob of a shadow on the cast/
Scores of turrets with cannons adc
fired iron balls with concussive rg

Down below, Tarig stood with a saq

o

%A roc appears |ike an eagle, except u
ment al magi c. Even ancient dragons env
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into the sky. A platoon of wizards n
shooting firebolts from their hands.
falling enemised.ow@mnm st,hdaddgtslteme hur|l e
OFuckers are unmarked, 6 Chastity shc
oPrivateers, 6 Zel ene sai d. oPai d for
0OYou demons sure have good vision,©o
OPoint your wand forward and cast s
Il drys pul loelddlolutc lai pvatnhdei r wi ngs. 6
Dread gnédwedo8bren
Feel myepeesceymiveea gbafe with me. I kr
wedl Repmoewianigh .her gl ove, she grasped
t hrough hi m, Ca¥ims mlgpe xh i Bi tnlkermee,s .br ave
Together, they cast the spell, and &

Cannon fire smashed off the barrier
shooting from her mout h.

Zel ene raised her hammer . Fire engul

Down bel ow,0Hlaardirga,y elaleelda,, you must

0Second surprise attack in three da
Her absence is disgraceful. And most
Hel | s?6

0They defend Tesa and Marasheart, 0
you. Go now!§é

0That will not happen. The greater t

OWhat are your orders?6 a vila askec

olgnore Haldra. Distribute your magi
castle. o

0Spread your magic,6 the vila yelle
evenl y.

0O0One at a time, 6 Haldra said. 00r yoc

oBad idea. Wedd | eave the others to

Ful gsta appeared in her hand, strobi
held i bYbodwar d ought for decades. |1 0dv
while | take command. 0

0The enemy is up there, 6 Kaela said,
here. Letds go. 6

oln an hour, this castle wild.l fall , c

grasp. OWe stay and fight here. Tarigq
His |l eft hand gl eamed with bbNght fr

Leave for Tesa now, or return to Navi

From above, Soren watched the exchar
tures toward each ®@tshabidnd yadtoonmwi £hd
thing he had never seen before.
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The mare crashed into the bone dr
with each fiery war hammer smite.

|l drys scoot eds blaak d md oi rStoareend, 0 (
wavi ng, ribs from the dragon c¢crack:
one head, engaging the undead wizar

The mare breat hed ofHarneg aonnd 06s tsohnep esc
spun, trying to shake her off, but
hel d tight.

The golem fell off, smashing apar:

0OYou good?06 Zelene asked, glancini

Di zwziyt h i nsides crampi nis Somtantusn

ol think itods his first roll , 6 | di

OMortblitus! o6 two skeletal wizard:

bolts shot forth but glanced off th
The roc dove straight for the gat
Hal dra hurled Fulgsta into the sk
the beast in Iightning. Undeterred,
massive beak.
0Take cover! 6 Tarigq
fled.

The roc |l anded with
demol i shing t he gat e
knocked everyone dowr
stone, and bronze thr
down upon Tenebres N
ash.

The Obsi rchnnons erupt .
jured Figupetra barri
fumbl ed, his head e X
mel on.

Tariq stoodHalndr ay el

Now! 6

She stood, o&ucking. bBul gsta.
The first rays of dawn peeked t hr
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0Zarvek, Drenagl enDeawhbami agadohsl e Gat
i nvasi on. For two days straight, hi s
or frost giants. Also |l egendary? The

madness. 6
i For the Love of Wa r

CC

i Chaptier 16

FURY

Mot her, surrounded by azure fire,
Gray clouds parteddsabomrvengetrmraypmami
and the c&otlluennburodredsmoke ascended.

E Saffa fl ew sidésvafyiseoytpoft abkhedbi a

wreaked havoc, strafing the city and
near the destroyed gatehouse, its win
melting fl esh. | rkoinn gs hsotto nfer oam d tbso ngeu.n
The intensity of this battle eclipse
the skirmish with Bratgon.

oOur home burns, Mot her , 6 Saffa sai
carnage. 6

OMi ghty daughter, unl eash your rage!
mi ght! o

MotBiercommand sparked her ire, and h
beasts. They assailed her castl e. Her
pay the price, and she would be the r
Eyes on the gigantic roc, she woul d
Wings tucked, she dove for Soren as
r s head, and she needed his magic to
Dark bolts shattered his Hercriimart i wly
smash, breédki bgckhenzZmay f . It pl ummet
crash, throwing stone. Guards bel ow ¢
oSaffal! o Zelene yelled. 0Grab my gl &

She hovered nearweaanpdo rs nfartam etdmaet knea ko
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i n her hands, she marveled at it s
her mission. 't cut through everyth
Il ron shot and thunderbolts erupte:q
Zel ene held her toweroMagmutdaodt Hi

doubled in size, taking thudding i
forks. OMi nmata, 6 he intoned, restc
0Give him to me. o

ONo, 6 Soren said. ol want to fight
OHow are you moving and speaking?
0l facilitate it,o6 Zelene said. 0
OExcuse me?6 she asked, annoyed a
year s. [ need him to kill the roc. ¢

ol 8 mawiitnhg Zel ene. 6End of discussi o
Zel ene threw her hammer at a Zmey.

and returnedtli socherir cean&aff a. You C
owhwe dondt need to kil it. o

ol dm Heir of Nightwind,é she said
tl e, oand | order you to release hi
Soren |l ooked at ZeolShhed swintolh pnlye a&sd
l gnore her. o

0l candt di sobey an order from t h
ONo. Pl ease. 0

Saffa entered hiposmiesd, omnaking ov
I8m ,herhee thoughtl| sBeadiywguabh Imysb
Youdtdolmave my consent for possessi
We d&tonhave time to 8hecmade dDpnd dd-n
i ngulum, 6 and attadmuhirmadalyf? ti ght

Silent anger simmered as his mind
Frenzied and uncaring about his e
curdled, wind scraping her skin whi
Mot her descended as a pillar of f
Ref orming next to Tariqg, Soulash wh
OMy beloved, report. 6

Fire, aci d, and iron spat down f r
their hands aloft. A translucent, [
and holding. Cannon shots from the
0The pirates arrived recently, 6 T
and casualties. | ve requested Hal
seems willing to Iisten. Tenebres r
up in the castle. o

00t her cities can wait, 6 Hal dr a s
Kaela and | can defend the city whi
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oDire reports from Tesa,é6 Tariqgq saioc
Coarse bangs and bl ack powder smoke
dome. Wings flailing, the roc crushed
crashed into a towfeirl,] edauex mlgosd ohi e
swar med.

o0Di sobeying a direct order from my

0By extension, youobdve defied me. Dest
counci l chamber after. o

Kaela flew into Haldra. The darkl i ng
rocketed into the air. Lightning and
OYou made a sound choice, 6 Mot her [
Il rvan, Eri s, Leshka, and our navy, Te
0l respect your judgment. Now | et ds
Thirteafmfa thougho) dvagclgumrgsbbbsipées d
apart near a crumbling tower.

A bony maw chomped around her, stopr

Af ter stabbing hemeglhailde ittlsr ¢ agvis tal
wi de.
Its dagger fangs pierced her wing,

SomMesn shoul der, crimson blood spurting
Hot stabs tortured her senses. She
eyes igniting in azure fl ames. She sw
fell, teeth tearing from their wounds
OQucSholren scredmedrmehkti &Islsy. Saf f a! Fo

the roc.
It came from behind. Chill. Out.

A skel etal owiradmud giantboned,

Lightning thundered from his staff,
Il rate f rdosm jtohlet ,blsahset spat brown sl ud
I8 m h uSrotr ecnad\bedghtr e.

She reached back, céduterni ziomghhi s st

Hi s eyes watered, the intensity of i
Your wing needs it, t oo.

She conjured soothing fire on the wc
Doont | ose ontrol . It &l | break the p

c
Doont ®otriyhe madness tickled her min
[

of her glaive tore the second maw off
bubbled in the final mout h.

OVi sobex, 6 she intoned with Sorends
joints popping.

A new, shi mmering shield deflected t

Saf f a,Zdalhearte hlugtt me think and made i
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This i s a bdat thlaev,e S o rneen . We don

A Zmey fell from the sky, crashincg
FI ames bill owed.

Twes ke t hought, making him hold t
chewing up the rider with her gl aiwv
the castle, turning two guards to c

bones <cl| atnt grrda dn éraa umod yi whE|leev esnh.e |
| d&tant ake,Sywowm ¢ mhiorurgihnmg st omach |

Tendrils of madnes Lugnalkdd utsherl ®@wse
Yobuw e not the Saffa | knew. The de
better.

Thunderbolts shot from clouds ove
fell i nt o hoosuseass tonsitdhee, csihtoyot i ng f
spread.

Tesmahe thought. Two stil!]l t hreatene

After soaring high, she stopped ol

she glared at the monstrosity fl apr
161 | have t hGlsaibveea sdto wans, nsyh e rpolpuhnynhe
achs sinking.

Soren Yamiftaed .Zel ene knows betdrea .
l osing control

Shut up, Sorenl!

Seven Zmey formed hi gemabove the
shadowy st awMegstfdltahtoi ® g Bony maws
a single poomibegwmerxpandlamlg.

With the jagged backside of d0sercalga
Chastity breathed fire through the

|l drys dling minteadl,, 6 shooting a fire b

Mare and mavka |l unged away as the
rained down.

Nausea sw@asn sthoBacken bil eS afdfing,siiled

She 0difdrehree r oc must di e.

Ni,neshe thoughkp| obBeani apotwke

At Mdéshei gnal, Chastity and Zel en
mounted.

The roc stomped toward them, shat"
wings, crushing centaurs with its t

Mot her cracked Soul ash, striking

siDark orbs, or spheweas eofanandiolibli atdiecan
storage of wvast amounts of destructive
anni hilation.
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0They use a sphere of annihilation. [
create a bigger dome. Everyone el se,
Tariqg sprinted to thé&lbamagried ogmeat
Vil as and wizards formed ranks arour
t he wi zZlarpdss. Al | arms raised as Vvibra
sky, forming a thick prismatic dome.
at the courtyardds eastern edge.
Another Zmey fell over the city, dec
surrounding buildings.

Ei ghsaffa counted, pl ummeting near

would tear through its neck.

oBack beast! 6 Mot her hissed, crackin
e asrp | iwthtailckkg bi rd squawked, jets of fir
Mot her held out her right hand, and
it and a fiery hurricane wind knocke
Saffa thrusted her gldasi vneecwki.t h a r os¢

Soren bashed against her, a snap sp
painf ul now. Crimson and green fluids
After angling her weapon with prejuc

a second attack.
The bird screeched, flapping its wir
Madness bMyl ¢dowihtylhi Mi ne!
The 0bsi fd aps caused a mighty gale, b
Whil e ig¢iamyeherSaffa forced his Magm
to a great pike, thrice her height.
SafSfoaen thought with angst, IBawipng ©b
Pl edmebedgging you.

Reengaging, she | ost all sense of se
of red matter sprayed as she tore it
i ng, each strike extracting hide, fi
screameédt hrashed.

Terror filledd&obeaomet hawhahcehtr ol
mo n , much | i ke Roland had descri bed.

Their combined minds began drifting
muni cati on.

The roc jumped, squawki ng, shaking
wing beats, smashing through the form
Saffa shot into the sky, eyes narrov
The |l ast Zmey fell over the city, ci
of Tenebres burned now, orange and bl

a canvas of carnage.
Just thos&osewvenhoedht, hope gone
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formation and ¢drno wgionign gd atrok dsipeh. e rAet.

0Saffa, to me!dé Mot her shouted.
She 0di ddmder st and, knowing but one
sume its ki, and murder anyone who
0Zel ene, foll ow and take hi m. The
any moment now. O

Zel ene mounted Chastity. They too

domer.eflocr med behind.
Il drys and Mot her ran to Tar ifgs. rA gs

hand, connecting her to the dome,

dark orb expanded, strobing bright
060Can we survive it?6 Tariq asked.
oltdll be close, 6 Mother said. 0T
ONever seen one of these used bef
you?béo

ONo, 6 Tarigq answered.

0This one makes four,é6 Mother sai
OWhat happened before?6 the gnome
0Bad things. 6

OEvery time?6

OMore or | ess. 6
0Great. [ |l ove new research but pl
OAs do |, 6 Mot her sai d. OAl as, t hi

Hal dra phased through tdaEn ednoyndes adn
she said, eyes abl aze.

0Get in the counci/l chamber. Thi s
The darkling disappeared through
The sphere rapidly ballooned and g

0ltds a suicide run. o6 Tariqgq shook

0That 6s t he undead for you. 6 Mo t
Ni g htHw tndd!!

Everyone strained below, their shc
shield. A sludge of el ements mingl ¢
sive, pulsing sphere smashed into
earsthrabbiomgndazz!l i ng mushroom cl oud r
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Shadowy <c¢l aws emerged, howling acr o:
hightched tears.

|l shethra and Tariq, hands up, conjur
absorbing part of the blast before fe&
from the Dbl ast. Dark cl aws remained.
custs, collapsing ramparts, disintegr

A colossal shockwave blew pieces of
bl es. Bones snapped. Stone flew skywa

Smelling of ozone, the mushroom <cl c
clouds.

Beyond the devastation, Chastity, W
| eague high, iron spraying from its ¢

One hit 8s$rtubkgidadida hhiassed, icing t
made Soren -Pasti F@s maquaowling squall
cannon shots as she covered the beast

Wi ngs f r edzievne,d,i ts pnionsnei ng toward a gr
l'i ke a bird of prey, icing her pike t
from MWer tpipkeat the r 6s backside.

r

ocC
SomMesn presence | eft he
tering from his mouth.
The air whipped around hebdrs atsailher L

mi nd. He ges:

spewed, its descent accelerating, its
ignited Sorends skin, hipssytcohrottuirce dmisnce

Fire howled from her feet as she clo
ing in the warm | ava.

An -ehasting crack poupdéedhtbeéeanic, i
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and an intermittent whooshing of wi
00h shit,é Chastity said. OHe06s b
OHurry. 6 Zelene placed her hammer
Chastityds backsi de, their dive esc
The roc neared the ground, i ts wi
beast flipped, belly wu

p .

Saffa drew her pike back before t|
The roc slammed into the ground,

crater spreading, casting ice and

warped, a thunderous, Dblistering st
castl e and iThegn @berseesa,meneea t o t he ext
Sabsafrigid pike impaled t hrtohugnk .
She and Soren hit with wild force,
ing her.

Her w&sapowanet blade sliced througt
She |l ost her grip, boudscehdu ge fh e lal
Hi s ghostly straps dissolved, hi s
Wintry scales exploded aGs awgender
ering the | andscape, igniting the ¢
bow stump spat blood, | ava splatter
Chastity swooped in, and Zel ene |
fled.

The roc screeched and writhed tumi
Saffa snarled, shaking her head f
ng. She stood, ar mor d&ssmoH eaed i fngr at
rophy. Legs bent, she unl eashed a
eclaimed her pike with a fleshy ri
ts neck, screaming, decapitating i
From the opening, its gushing I if.
She stuck her tongue out to taste
sul fur and brimstone tantalized her
come with dark joy, she bell owed a
She demanded its ki

Silver tendrils flew from its nec
her azure skin gleaming as over whe
bonfire of madness soaring.

(

She |l evitated above its corpse, a
the pain. Dozens of frost novas bu
carcass, and surrounding grass. Ma
|l oosened.

Zel ene | oomed in the distance.
Saffa zoomed, pike held high for
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Chastity dove to the groundgsSo@msd t he

body down. She drew her war hammer an
your | ife. 6

The mare | owered into an aggressive
front o0dfuctkkii msheds gone crazy. o6

The two mavki charged at each ot her,
rai sed her tower shield, and defl ect e
Sadfast omach, knocking the wind out 0
oSaffa, 6 Zel ene called to her. oLet
Saffa heaved and ohsurclheeds th.er pi ke at
Zel ene hammered the weapon into the

the earth before resting.

Saffa f | oadBudr nb achkkiwacrhd!.6 A tornado
around hersel f.

Zel ene gl ankcHaulathiChaksadk yt.o t he cas
o0 Damn, [ hate seeing friends fight. ¢
A fiery portal sizzled open by the n
OLeave him there. 6
O0You can calm her down?5¢6

OWhatever it takes. 6

Saffa threw her flaming whirl wind.
Zel ene retreated.

Mot her placed héeSeseltfo bRarwer.né t hem.
The mavka ran back to him, sheathed

kneeled at his side, caressing his sc
Mot her raised her ar m. The tornado |
fiery ball

0OYou! 6 Saffa spat, sensing this new
charged.

Mot her t hrew the orb, i t s bouStnainndg s
down, daughter. o

Saffa lunged, gripping Mother by 1t he
None came.
0Safi Matbher ki dilogd ulbere awaey wi el der , r

Deep in her mind, Saffa recognized N
squeezidg Meabderwilling ki to come.
Not hi ng.

With great swiftmwmesdhandMet meviays h c\pelad
restrained her arms and wings with So
Paralysis took her.

0Daughter of Nightwind, you will sur
MotBervoice shook Saffa out of ma d n
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sl owl vy, speaking through heavy br e
eo

0Yes, my young roc slayer, 6 Mot het
|l ava spewing from its center. oYou
Mot herds robes 0Come, 6 she sai d, t
l ene.

Saffa gadpethoatri $orcemdurns, coveri
seeing his arm stump. OMother é s

oYes. O

Saffa dropped to her knees, head
had it happened?

oBe silent and observe. o

Saffa fell flat, wings and tail t

had treated Soren and Zel ene hittir
Zel ene stood, OeWatrernidoirn gS anfefra,h apnlde.a

0Zel ene, 6 she said, peeking out f
you. 0
O0Youdbre forgiven. One day, youoll

OAre you suheadotSahkefaayaskde, shock
become making her shiver.
ol am. Now you shall bea
Saffa todédk hhedmawkat and
magic would bemanglbgtd, bdd

r witness
, Wi ping
gpite his

Zel ene kneeled over his corpse, 0
hal ed. Hol ding her mouth near hi s,

Completing her breath, she cl osed
a |l ong pause, she exhaled. Tendril s

She kissed his forehead, stood, E
faded from her skin.

Zel ene sniffl ed. Then 6Ber enommaa the

His skin flashed rainbow hues, bu
coughed, opening his eyes, gazing e

o0Oh no. 6 Horrified, Saffads eyes

it.o6 Grief squeezed her chest.
The mavka kneel edSoeanhendingehér |
He took her hand, and they stood

Catatoni c, he stared at the col or
wide through the c¢clouds, forming ar
and casting an ominous shadow over

Seems aSapfrfoap rtihaotueght , gazi ngtaeéert d
astation. Just | ike wus.

Mot her approacbhedothaki handel eRe |
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strengt h, Soren. 6

oSaffa, 6 Mother said, oride Chastity

ol want to comfort him.o

ONow! 6 Mot her commanded, disappearir

Dejected, she mounted the mare, and
0Chastity, | killed him.©é

ol wouldndt go that far. 't was mor e

ONo, itds bad. | forced my possessio
torched. O

0True, but Zel ene revived him. Nor m
di dndét come back. o

ol coul dndt <control my power €é my a
failed him. Things were already bad b

OHedl | be all right. Mi nus the arm &
ti me. o

She rubbéd tthermameck, trying to pr
knowing shedd abused her power withou
Anxi ety and sorrow grew.

[
n

oYou ki ed a roc,6 Chastity reminde
sl ayer i history. o

She had never hurt someone innocent
her oflacgeuess, 6 she said, wi shing she ¢
him everything. Weol | never be the sa

Wit h tdhse emacroeur agement and the rocds
frost. Flurries fell upon the city, s
ing the fires.

Back on the ground, Zelene 0806remeyec
may | continue my possession and fly

With his slow nod, she hugged him ar
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0ln kin and kingdom, |l oyalty weave:
army. o
i Memoirs of I shethra
CC

A Chaptier 17

FAMILY

n t hedsc ahsotslpei t al wi ng, hol es des:c
Ilshethra, Zel ene, and Chastity st
a bed, a curtain drawn f or cphraiivra,
wings covering her face to hide her
a disturbing atmosphere.
Ol O®m unable to restore his arm, 6
vents me. He needs to sleep for now
0Can we ampughée Boliémbee the tat
you can, right?2¢6
ONo, 6 I shet hra said. O0The mar ks s
must break it first. o
OHow did the resurrection work, t|
ORestoring his soul, in this case
Tarig quietly entered otltsrheeu chhr aa  slr
reports you asked for. Do you want

0O0At your discretion. 6
OArmy casual sieeeni deladd@ nwdien g d .y
tl e i s battered, with repairs wunde
Wit hout your quick thinking to shi:
and much of Tenebres. o6

OWe all came together. What of <ci"
OHundreds sl ain, t housands wounde
cially the east side. Our army quel

ani mated Zmey to purge them. oo
OEven though we knocked them out c
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hooves.
OAlI'l part of an act, they claim, 6 Te
0Stupid fucks. 6
0Cease thy swearing, 6 Zelene said, S
OEstimate for city repairs?6 | shethr
OMonths to rebuild. 6
O0Divert some castle resources. Ensu
nance. 0
owil |l do. [ have something el se, bu-
ber . o6
OPl ease wait in the throne room for
He | eft .
0Zel ene, Chastity, will you be Soren

your supportgreartiesd thiaa,l .His
01l dm honored to. o6

o0 Me , t oo. When he wakes up, I o1 | t el

0Clean ones. 0

The mare grinned evilly.

oSaffa, 6 Mother called to her as she
until you see my portal. Youol| be | e

0Sure, 6 she said, grief nagging at h
fizzl ed, the dour reality of Sorends

@ X

|l shethra and Tarig stood in the batte
shattered, its fragments | ittering th

a comes up. o6
e her better t
a secret door ,

OWait here until Hal d
OYou know how to hand
|l shethra | eft through
ber , its metallic door cl osed. She op
ing at her, the darkling panting.
I i s
S h
[

r
I

oKael a, your oyalty appreciated,
band says you tood by im in our dar

Hal dra stood n frondl odorndte rbemaslhle €

oLet her speak. o

Kaela steppédcd puetundrying to make s
ourselves. 0

OPrudent. We cannot survive tearing
upon us. o6

OLetds get this over with, 6 Haldra s

oJust a moment , Hal dra. 6 | shethra n
OFirst, I have an urgent task for you
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0l dm | istening. 6
0oBratgon hired private@isatWesdl IYo
der Bratgonodosiiftéds ¢éasienatwi $ihl lporemri

00o0o0, what kinds?o6

0GobdkRveand xanet , among others.
who supports you in secret. Di vvy L

oNow | know why you made me treas:

0Yes, indeed. Go to Tesa tidhemddt |
you. o6

Kaela | ooked at Hal dr a.

OYou report to me, o0 | shethra said
di smi ssed. 0

oAl I r iagfhfti,r noart iéve. Try not to kil
through the portal, and it dissol vVve

Qui et took the room, the two wome
and strode into the wine cell ar.

0The fuck you doing, |l sh? Peopl e
knows what. These invaders shoul dov

After grabbing two blue drinks, s
tadCare for some Kraken Tears? | rv:
War . 6

OYoudbre unreal . Breaking out the &
home? | question your sanity.o

OWe both Hamwefl@ddé Ibel et the enem
choose 6t &her iexk .ended a bottle to t|

OYoubre a free spirit,é6 Haldra sa

|l shethra twirled her bottle in one
Thick blue smoke hissed. SthTeh ai tndhsa | hx
drink. o

0OYoubre as crazy as ever. o

0That makes two of wus. o

0OSure. 6

oOWhat | told Kaela is privileged.

OEverything in this chamber is. Y

| shet hraPheasedshare your concernse

oWhat are you doing to help Eris :

0oTariqg | eaves for Samatria today.
use it to see our entire nation, eV

0That s very generous of them. 6

2Sjilver was wused for currency by all/l n
al so harm demons.
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oZofi el owes me for the Dread War. L
with patrols. o

0This resolves my border concerns. o
strong yank, pap$fimgdas foadedfi any sh

ONow for one of my concerns. You tr
l'i ke an i mp. His word is mine, and my
OMy aim was to keep Nightwindds capi
ol understand, 6 | shethra said, her [
what others say or think about him. O
respect him. While you serve on my cc
our ordereuyt camdyshare your concerns
OEven if | know the order is wrong?©g
oWas his?6

0Yes! We al most | ost the castle and
we didndot. o6

00Our navy at Tesa wil/ be crippled.
Bratgonds navy is an order of magnit.u

giants of Galadon have enabled them t
The darkling oaMye apopwnilesd lloak .dnoH
0l 6m aware, and itds not entirely yo

speed, |l etds hope things go more smoo
Hal dra nodded before taking a | ong c
0OTacthbastaedare your strengt h, Hal dr

are unstoppable. o
o0O0On this, we agree. I have a seconct
| 26

breach your hal
0Soren disabled the wards. | permitt
0OAnd you havendét executed him for tr
OHe made an honest mistake. o

0

ONo. Heds a gullible fool. And vyou
exile.é

ONapve, yes. Did you know | d6ve adopt
OWhy? Hebds weak. And timid.©o

OHeds stronger than you realize, anc

The darkling tilted dh®ur dnleyad,y onre da
do better. o

0l dondt think so. I n three decades
whomi et wi lling. How many mortals do
whol ehedartedl y?

ONone. |l see your point. Last concer
armed forces. | gaedsi hgvmeotdhersgseac

0OThat would be difficult to handl e,
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The darkling | aughed.

|l shet hra cracked a half smile.
OFine, 6 Haldra gave in, ol o6l givi
0Our house divided wil/| crumbl e b

with unity and trust can we prevail
0Yes?0

OFirst, we must wai't for Bratgon?os
stri ke Marasheart, our defenses wil
0Just how many mines have you | ai
0Zero. 6

O0Why?6

oBecause, since their | ast attack
traps at the forest edge. Many | ea
Navia. When their machines approact
|l i ke anonhemandnwaasi de of chaos will
0Ol nteresting, 6 the darkling said
council ?6

00ne never truly knows where the
0l respect that. Who el se knows?6
ol rvan and Dragan. Keep it that w;
0OYou trust the barbarian?é6

OWith my soul . ¢

OFair enough. ¢

0Second, you will not involve our
OFine. ¢

oThird, we ol | hold a monthly war

Youdll take seriously all/l advice ar
The dar kldmhgwglromapewi.l |l it | ast?6

0One hour. 6
oDone. 6

oLast, after this monthly gatheri |
t his cha+wloere.,, A fonyeou will . 6

0l hate meetings. o6

0So do | . But we can both stomach
of coemaéens open i f you need to di s
ORegarding your forces, I have sol
0Go ahead. o

oOYour army is weak, as i s yeoxuirs tneanv
0The warriors of clan Kryludi froa
agreed to aid us at Tesa. But I ag.!
pose?0

0OYou mentioned unleashing demons.
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We need more committed troops who, i
real ms. 6

0OTap your connections. Use whatever,

0OAny demon is fair game?é6

ol rely on you and your subordinate:
ranks. Keep the most reckless away fr

OYoubve changed since the Dread War .
wrong. Pl ease accept my apology. 6

ONone necessary. I desire constant s

0As | al ways have. 0

oYou know, | have gone soft. | Ove di
the weak and taken advantage of. You

OTheos etrreesf uckiong wort hl ess.
0Combined with my burning desire for

I &m sure Kaela agrees. Would she cal
0Did you read my mind?06

0l dondt violate friends. o

0Then your perception remains sharp.
OPl ease consider expanding your hear
ol 61l takitmgr é@avmualobwto prepare. o
oYoudre dismissed, General Hal dra. ¢
Af ter t

aking a | ast drisket Bha aaddekEk

N 7

@ w5 L)

W N |

Tariqg entered the council chamber, 1 e
|l shet hra stood with her back to the

OWhatever you said to MHahdrhedi dwisbl

I think was a smile. She even apol ogi
0l dm glad to hear, 6 she said, faci ncg
wedre aligned now. 6
OAbout those sensitive reports. Tesa

enemy destroyed eightihfaldif gdthes narwvdg tt|
docks arenigmenede d&d,rthyundr eds wounded.

vul ner athd ewdtreorm tNot something | want ¢

0Those ship | osses are my fault.o

ol would think itds Haldrads. 6

0l 6ve placed too much emphasis on T
portant, given the |l and army | ooming,
decades, and | havendt responded. We
| ater. WhaavelRPs$e do you

o0Kaela and I rvan are stripping down
where theydll outfit them for piracy
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cidrum and xanet fStoamfSainiogk RBaoHt ame C
OWi t h Saff ads mirglhitnouist awintamemea ,
OWielding and wearing artifacts of

OYou mentioned the sword wild./ unl
0To Navi a, and ot her real ms. Even
0l got your ment al note during col

Soren spend there?d6
0OAbout a month. o
0And only minutes passed when t he:

0The most extreme time dilation |
wi | | be a haven for her and Soren t
|l ost to us but a moment. 6

O0Think theydll be able to patch t|
ol woul dndt have taken him in |ik
uni on. 6

OWhat of Sorends infernal contr acH
ol believeol dveohouWwdth his speci
gualified to become a |lich and r ece
OLiIMaee Is?hit & she performs the ceren
sort isO0impossible.

0True. But she and | constructed :
allow a |Ilich to feel again while we
OHedd become mortal ?6

OYes é and no. It alters his form
him vulnerable to our Kki drain and
to wor k, despite using our souls t
now. 0

0Sounds €en#eda dead

olt was. However, in my recent re:
Beyond a piece of the wearer dsnasoul
tery of | ife magic. o

0Zel ene. Il's she willing to give Yy

0Shebds already i mbued h esro uhledtnodnteis

Bl shethra and I drys spent decades col | ¢
sword in antéiscicpoantcieopnt ioofn.Saf f a

]l shethra found the plans for this myt
make the wearer invulnerable to physic
%Maelthra, rdbeenofaMerembebme a | ich
to Mel at har andl cemgdilnogv eh earf fcaeinrt uwiitehs | s
%A |l ich stores eight pieces of their s

they cannot be sl ain.



220 Jef fer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . |l - Fury Feed

artifact should gréant him I|Iife while
Tari g wore an expresoiom éf i mgmesatet
have one concern: Mael t hra wil!/ t ake
or |l et him anywhere near this amulet.
ol ol 1 bargain for his time and right
OYoudre an astonishing strategist. I
and intellect continue to astound. ¢
OAst duisdhe brushed his |l eg with her t
my husband. Now what of Marasheart?56
He caught the subtle flirt, his hear

have planned for him.
ONi neteen Zmey attackdadr e2i xthg aim efdat

Lariel, the | osses woulddve been far
o0Did you know she rivals me in her c
OReally? Glad sheds on our side. o
o0 Me , too. 6
0There are two more things, 6 he sai.

Mael t hr a. Lari el believes sheds respo
ol &1l 1 summon her for a visit. Wedre

thing?¢6
0Our spy network reports Vasil pl ans
oWel I , well , 6 she said, l ooking up

centuri es. Bratgon sieged Snikm only

and Leonid might as well be |l overs, g
OMaybe we can use this.©o
oTal k to me, Tariqg. 6
O0This disruptscoh®Esanmitos gquoVasifl wa

Samatdl la, k wlel two i mps with one smite
0Samatria wondt | i ke having a hostil

oOannohi ght plunge Ursabel into chaos. |

the current é management . 6
OWedre aligned. | 8dm scheduled to vi

corsairs &@madmgskgferpnid crystals, ar

any potenti al Ursabelian probl em. o6
0They wondt agree to the first but

we get the confession. | know someone
ol 611 |l eave at once, i f youdre done

Beyond her watchful eyes, untying her

s%Conf ession orbs, rare artifacts accepted

the truth and replaying it | ater | ike a &

confession, the orb shatters, | ost foreve
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0Duty calls, 6 she said, hand movir
a big problem. ¢

Her voice, stern and coldd, hbedtpr asygt
a |ittle in anticipation. Leaning i
ol havendt thanked you yet for yo
fended me against Haldra, one of th
olt was nothing, 6 he said, removi
keep the Archon waiting. éd Despite
increase her desire.

Her hands and eyes ignited in azul
robes, openionBgy tnhye nd eac rpeien,c hyyoudve b
OWhy is that?dé6 he asked, forcing
oUnf oreseen circumstances. 0

OYour hairds scorched. 6 He ran hi

texture had an intoxicating smell,
OWhat fire could do this? Were you
ONo. Some tangled knots displease:
He chuckled at hedJweantdetmaw nlgo ma nwail
oVisilenvalum, 6 she intoned, wavi |
The met al door sl ammed shut asdssi.l

stone edges.

When he reached for her robes, S h e
preventing her fire from harming hi
0Could be hours,é6 she said mournf
Underneath,- | shdttheor eow smeeldtsikti nche do f

bl ack dlinamotnsd sc.cent er |, a bl ack circl
0OBeen a while since wedve been to
tail, running his icy hand along it
to hitch.
0l dm still deciding how to handl e
i ps.

An icy blast to the groin shoul d
sions.

He finished icing her tail and gr
his fingers underneath and ejecting
She shorTiaerkieqd,.6 she mur mur ed, dr agog

down to his abdomen, smoking his ro
0Thatds how | handle you, demon, 0
The fire in her eyes brightened a
coudtdnr esi st . 0Gaze upon me, mort al
Mortal usA@dwdrod their most i nti mat

His | oving wife never | et external
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Despite her power and intellect, far
an equal

Thi-sewen years ago, he had settled i
|l aid eyes on her for the first ti me,

an audidanmpa,omimed five minutes. They
few weeks | ater, shefinhoads urrepvreiasl ee dt oh ehri
|l ater, they had wed, and shedd taken
As her corset fell of f, Soul ash aprtg

around his body to paralyze himorea t
l ust f ul
Heart thumping, he suddenly floated
its handle draped from his back. At
adorned his chest.

S

h

Naked, he hovered above him. Her f1
bl ack hair flowing with a mind of it
bedazzl ed hi m. Her wings curled cl ose
He wanted to unite with her dark, ex
She put her hands behind her head. £
By sight al one, he became erect, t hr
Silken hair wrapped around his phall
him at a perfect pressure and rhyt hm,
him there, watching with an inquisit.i
Aching need consumed him as he gawke
The sphere slowly caved in, singeincg
nited in azure fire.
She descended, her flaming breasts g
ering away on the floor as her smelte
He conjured all the snow he -ganomgd mi
dance of <carnal raptur e, making a sal
@ x4
Clothed, Tarig came to his senses, si
her robes again, playing with her whi

OWel come back. 6
Gobsmacked, 0OHes hehihsmeréed Rarely did

mental forms, and not for this durati
given much to him, causing their ecst
She r ubbdheariesstl,egwi || you stay in S
towns? Spread word about our plight a
o0l will, 6 he said through | ong breat
sation.

0Can you inquire about borrowing the
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oDone. 6

0OAnd ask Zofiel to confirm the Zm
0Thatds smart, d he said, coming o
oYour ice becomes more ravishing
0l candt get you out of my head. ¢
oWhy would you want to? When you |
0l 6m married to a mavka. How am |
0OAny fortune is mine, Tari q. Youdd
youdmrsanst 6l |

ol f putting up means every day i s
her hand and squeezed

OWell said. Would you I|like my ki
0l 6d |Ii ke nothing more. o

She shifted to his | ap, | eaned in
fiery ki flowed throughout his bod:
his ice magic. When she released h
his |igseand ton

OFor you, husband. My ki l'ives wi
me often, and | wi | | of you. 6

Breathl es#®&] wagst hought,

dBm only ,® hthaoving Istp eaWhdg n ny chu sh &rs en ¢
sync up for some action at a distar
I6m i maghieng hiotmgikaend Hémating sel f |
So am |

A pink, shimmering Porcant appear e
They await you. Whedmsyembkraneg, f oe
mi nd, and 10l bring you back.

Whidm dway, take care of your want

They both stood and embraced, full

Thank vyou, dear est husband.

Unt il we meet WigtahnonaeMyl &sing, | onyg
mavka body, he entered the portal

It vanished in a puff of red and

behind.
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oln the shadiowedatrieahm bfuth i s a cr a
stance, but in the precision
i Dossier of Decei t, Vol . |

CC

A Chaptier 18

MERCURIAL

affa sat in the hospitéalwi tth yliintgt Ite
cess.

A fiery portal materialized.
OYou better not | eave without saying
curtain.
She entered the 0esncdlosapxieng | ppneeadcge fSu
body. After kissing his forehead, she

I di d. Pl ease forgive me. You, too, Z
OYour rage influenced you, 6 Zel ene t
oltos all good, 6 the mare said. 0 We ¢

of hi m. You have fun with whatever yo
0Thanks, both of you, 6 she said, rul

chop lick in response. AMwomaoreirdsulof hhéd
ephircepl ayed in her mind.

Tell fhieemdrleydead thought .

What wrohmhg Soyemé@ad asked.

Skadni! Where have you been?

Fell, ashleeehpeads thought.
dm gl ad youodre back.f &del got injured

0Skadni says goodbye. 0
ol want to play with your dog, 6 the
oOMaybe soon. Mother is figuring out

g
0Goodbye, Saffa and Skadni
travels. o

0l dm gl ad | met you on my mission. T

, 06 Zel ene
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burns. o

0l would aid anyone in need, exce,
Chastity whinnied.
Saffa |l aughed. Zelene had said si.
0You behave yourself. o6 Saffa gave
OHell s no,d otrhedmar e
0See you both |l ater.é Leaving behi
t al and into the council chamber . T
casting red |light.
OMot her, whatds that doing here?b6
OMoved to a safer | ocation. I sup,
0ltds clearly your artifact, so y
ol fashioned it in the Underworl d
OWhatdos it made of? How does it w
oVoidstone from Navi a, combined wi
other sorceress and | forged it. L
tremendous energy and alter or enha
0So, itds a battery and a convert
0Yes. O
0Cool, except for the Netherseal |
0Somehow Rol and deduced its natur
oYeah, donot stand under it i f pe

Mot her snickered.
OWhat about my trip?6

oOYour spy mission starts now, soO
House KaulenshoEl atWwhinkeagdt ppbegeas
Ur sabel &sd aBt atbgaoce, and anything
about . I f this fails, try his fathe

On her mission, she had sl emetekwisttl
in Snikm. He had encouraged her to

making for memorable interludes. T
coercing pmowermws twi thkout consent mad
the recent incident with Soren.

ol can tell you have reservations
lives in the I ong run. o

00Okay é | guess, 6 she said, torn
kind. oHow do | get this confession

OWedve acquired a confesscondned di,t
wi || record him. Rel ease to finish.
E|l arion Kaulensho, Duke of Ursabel an

charm and stunning | ooks.
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he flhieendce t he need to forélel trheeed rtua hr
mind forcefully and make him speak. o
oWhat about all your talk of consent
0The greater go
X i

od requires sacrifice
0So, itos fl e bl e consent? We can ¢
OWhen th is dire, Saffa. é6
i

e need
The ethics of this created a dil emm
woul d dest r ofiyatt hbeeisrt .f rWietnhd sohniep al r eady
anothet didnwell

oOHedl |l never forgive me. o

ONot a problem. Youol |l be in disgui s
OWearing a wig and new cl othes?6
OMuch more. Youdll have a new body.
OHow?O6

OPhysical and magical surgery. o

0O0Oh shit, 6 she said with sudden sho:«
Cool , but candt you just use -smlaigfitc-1tc
i ng?o6

oOSni km, more than most ci it@ssi wovaw
set them off. They wondét detect your
0l gQguess paranoia i S r unnminsgs iroanmpvainst
0Thereds been a remarkable rise in
Rol and is in Snikm. Find out why. Que
0So, 0ll charm the duke, knife Rol ¢

|
oDondét engage Rol and. Heds too dang:¢
heds protected é for now. 6
oUnderstood. 6 Saffa planned on Kkilli
o0Saffa, | need you to promise. o
oUgh, fine, | promise. 6

OLetds go. 6 With Motherds hand wave,
through.

O R

Saffa and | shetlhirta raopopne acreendt eirne da bwe |al
surrounded by plain | ilnieknes dsepwiecaed hounn ¢
ceiling; some appendages ended in Ilig
toppéd meidi cal tools adorned the walls
oOWhere are we?é6 Saffa asked.

oUnder the hospital wing.©o6

0Secret surgery sanctum. 6 Saffa wave
0Someone wishes to say goodbye. 6 Aft
Mot her reappeared with Ysarel, who w
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sunfl owers on it.

The | 0stégegibll ged upon seeing S
Picking her wup, SadHia, bYsaamreedl !wiDihd
pl ace to shelter during the battl e?

0l dm good. We hid in our basement.
everything shook. 6 The <child scann
mot her! I | ove your wings! Il heard
oMy ¢é friend helped me, and it to
ol I ove these new tattoos! 6 Ysar e
OMy belsdegdedvodog, Skadni . o

oCan | see them?0

Ysareltbhmeflenyckead thought.
Has ,matghhec i cy head added.

0They say you smell good and have
sessed such abilities. 0But theydr e
OA tail! o6 Ysarel sai d, reaching f
chil dds soft caressing.

0l have a gift for you to take on
00h?6¢

OMy neckl ace, 6 Ysarel said, handi:
safe. o

ol o1l 1 put it on when | | eave, 6 Saf
as she pocketed it. oOoOWhat magic do
OWhen | touch people, they die. oo

0OAwesome! | have a similar power .
0Cool !' 6

0Sometimes | teach at Tenebres | n:
Ysarel squealed with excitement.

0Come, Ysarel, 6 Mot her said, i fti

youydwr parents. 6
Saffa waved.

Mot her and Ysarel disappeared in |
Overjoyed to have spentmi hdmevawderl
Soren. Sadness <crept in again. Wh e
again, mistiloinke her

A tear f or med, and she growl ed, f
she could | ose her memories again \
Feldoxsiafyfer of eternal bl iss.

Mot her reappeorogpdr wi ybuaready!| faog
oSur e, I guess. o0

ol need you completely focused oul
until you return.o
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oOHeol | be traumatized, 6 she said, t
bl ame him, and | feel awful about wha

0l have some advice.o

oFine é what is it?¢

0Two things. First, youdre not at f &

of orced my possession without consen
Mygl ai ve cut him up, and the®& roc bur ne

oSaffa, | trlggered your rage, so |
unleashing you, whatever the side eff
I owi || speak W|th him, help heal his

0Thank you, 6 Saffa said with relief,
two coul d.

0Second, a story.o

Saffa stoodbwoptstwhygi glotu. | eft Navi a?«

O0Yes, my observant and very persist
Under worl d?0

0Growing up, a few friends teased me
di e. I just know itds part of Navi a.

O0You really should read more. 6

oWell, do they?6

oUpon death, most mortals join Daz i
carnating into a newborn mortal for m.

oOWhat about the rest?5¢6

0The most wild and free mortals rebi
Navia. Apathetic, brutal, or authorit
infernals. o

0Why?6

oln eons past, Felicity made a deal
to have those carefree soul s. Kirem ¢
Hel | s, having made a similar deal. Fo
one anrogdctelry diecause each gets a fair

ol |l earned about Kirem growing up. F

I guess heds just a complete asshol e.
0The worst. o6

0So, itdés reincarnate, Navia, or Hel

OA rare few mortals gain immortality

0Through their own devices. 6 Saffa I
trine says you go to Heaven if you pa
real ?26

0oltds the first circle of Hell.O0

OWh altf? tadti si rismi c, [ donot know what

OWhen | take you to Demvorads shrine



Jef fer &Bagnhe wWVanrd Vol . | : FA@29y F

ol |l ook forward to the trip. Shou
really is?6
0They wonoét believe you, especiall
OFine, but Voraxmor is a plague.
I &m still shocked you all owed them
ol mentioned our | iberal freedoms

abused Nightwindds freedoms to adyv
come backnfntulpiomn, tlhemr omi se. 6
Happy wids$h pwodrmiese, Saffa asked, ¢
OMortals who die with greatest ho

al | mort al death cases. O
OWere you born in the Underworl d?
OYesmawvKkil ar e. Except you, of <cour
0OAl onka! 6 Saffa said, remednbering
ONo. ¢
0That was f ast ¢ sheesh. So, what
0OAbout meeting Zelene, shortly aft

We fought at first. o
0So did we, but Chastity helped m

great ever since. What happened wit
0She didndt have her familiar bac
earlier discussion about me ruling
0Tel | me you didndt whip her with
Mot her o©MNockledurt her with words
I't made her very sad. I't took sever
OWhy so | ong?6
ol was the problem. Soon as | apol
true power is. Care to guess?560

OFriends?6

O0And owning our mistakes while f o

oWhat happened after she forgave

OWe helped five warring factions
turies of carnage After, we needed
ing Yava and Nightwind. We remain ¢

OYou stopped a Navian war?¢é¢ Saff a
given the topic.

0Yes. 06 Mother shrugged. 0 Athadl cdyioch
onaode?

oWh at ?

%Hal cyon, an island nation in southeas
anarchy reigning supreme.
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ol digress. The point is, my young
l'ive with them, |l earn from them, and
forgive one another. And | believe So
his viunweiss ywesurfs. Have you forgiven

Their therapeutic discussion earlier
Sshe 6di dreel any i mmedi ate anger at hir
and his | ost ar m.

oMaybe? It stil |l hurt s, and | O0m di s e

0Dondot dwel | on him while youdre awe

0You want me to forget about him anc

OFor the sake of your assignment, yo
better than most. o

oléll try. o

0Transform to your humanoid form for

Saffa relaxed and became her humanoi

A fiery portal opened. Four individdu

0Just had a team at your beck and ce

OWhy woul dndt | ?6

Three wizards with eager eyes stood
i cal i nstrument s. Her piercing bl ue e
hair, radiated authority. She wore a

patter nsmasHe,r fcilditrhg her nose and mou
twined serpents.
0OYou bekkcate€dffa noted.

0This is your head surgeon. 6 Mot her
one of theabe¥bubne in excellent hand

The surgeon nodded at Saffa, extendi
firm grip.

0These other mages specialize in alt
dence in their skills. 6

They bowed.

oYour hair, eyes, face, skin, and h
mar kings. May we begin?é6

oOWill Skadnid6s tattoos remain?6

oYes. O

OAll right then, |l etds get going!o

ol &1 1 be with you the entire ti me l
adjust. Then a final briefing.¢

OHurry already. 6

oWeodl | need to sedate her, 6 Mot her
| f thereds a probl em, | et me know, an

o0Only about half wake wup. o
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OWr ong! I &m not waking up!o
The surgeon winked at her.
OMgaughter, itds time. Youdll do
Saffa gr dspddanMdest. herl will . éd Cal m
surgery team in motion, and anxi ety
new appearance and nodded to Mot her
0l 6m going to take your ki, 6 Mot he
the operation. Now count to ten. 6
00One, 6 Saffa said, giggling with
o0oBe still, daughter. o

OoTwo €& three é6 Saffa tried to ca
Mot her touched her forehead.

OFour é06 she whispered, floating
drifting into a dream. 0Six €6

Darkness took hol d.

@ X%

Saffa awoke, l' ying on the tabl e, S
itched and nausea bubbled within, h

OMot her é6 Saffa groaned, odid t h

r

OYou sl ept fou hours. ¢

0l need é feed €60

Mot her gave a fiery kiss mHowedo fy
feel now?o

Whil e opening her =eyes, di zziness
swayYydbt this again €06

0Take it slow, 6 Mother warned, hol
The operation succeeded, and a mirr
appearance. 0

Saffa slowly sat up then stood, n
she recognized foesm Hheapel | ednbesSl
at her chest now, instead of her w
white robe and sandal s, wearing Yseze
gr ay. She pivoted torewami excheéredb:
pear ance.

O0This wild.l do great! 6 She covered
cent . Mout h open, she examined her
touch her nose now. She wondered |
formed. OWow,nd.h&y did everyth

0l told you she was the best. 6 Mot

OWhat s next ?0
OWe must go to the council chamber
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portal took them to the room.

A tablebdbomgeabaffaagray backpack, a

rations, a waterskin, a belt, camping

orb, and a glinting scimitar with she

OWhereds my nor mal gear ?6

oln your bedroom. This attire i s mor

easier to conceal . o

0The bl ack potion is invisibility?d

oYes, but it lasts only minytéd .owUs

healing potion. Ready for the briefin

Saffa giggled while imagining actiywv

surprise.

oSaffa, focus. 6

0Sorry. o6

O0Your <contact is Varek. They have d

Meet them at the Scorpion Sting Taver

Saffa had visited the establishment

Mot her handedhhercansaronslevery det a

erat e. Be cautious with your sword, m

ol 6l'l do my best. o

Mot her raised an eyebrow.

ol wi || . | promise, 6 Saffa said, t hc

oltds the hot, dry season in Ursabe
ies and wal k to th
1 3

conserve your suppl

mati on and ot her ski s. 0

0ltds a | ong walk from Nightwind é s
0Samatria all owWi cuodt. ebceht poa hawallastr
t here. No flying. 6

A tidrnge wal k, she could do.

0l passed through on my mission, 6 sh
mi nes. The depth of the caverns and
OWhatds my alias?6

oOoMyra Thornfield, a cook specializi
ment with House Kaul ensho. Youdl | be
Besides mending, cooking was her | es
pl ayed in the kitchen in her youngest
warrior mode.

OYou tormenting me for fun, Mot her ? ¢
oONot at all . o

WWi col ech, a smal |l mining town in easterr

red crystals.
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OThere must be a better avenue, |
€ me?6

oUrsabel has cut off all private
t heyol | arrest Saffa Nightwind on
gon. 6

OFuck. You want me to bake my way

o0Yes. O

0OAnd you think | <can pass a profe:

oYoudre cl ever, creative, and int

I f nothing else, shepeonstaddesehdaecei

0l dm good. 6

OYou must secure Elarion or Vasil
you understand?é¢

0Get the confession, whatever it t
to abusing her powers again, the et
A pink portal swisrlceedntteor .| iofYeo uirn ji
Saffa geared up: belt secure, bacl
itar sheathed. Worries of cooking f
0l dm ready for a new adventure. o
oOoFarewell, Saffa Nightwid®®g¢gedmy ddMyL
your fatherods love, and our nati oni
Saffa waved while stepping into t|

N % 7

&) A H L’

= Fop L~

Forces GodrndciSoaausfraeésnenhawb pubrLtec
other stayed. Both ebbed through a
danced around, |l eaving her disorien
l ocation. Dizziinke sa asntdo mawbhs epau rsd Ir u
onto the grass.

OMore spinning, 6 she groaned, hol
i ngs.

She stood and wavered on a grassy
the red GIleipnir Mountains of Samat

by forests. The desert dunes of Ur
afternoon sun.
A set of slow, deep breathing exe|l
Skadni , ready for a new adventur e’

Re atdhye, i cy head thought.

You be nithe tforkEl riadnasked.

Ni ce as | can be.

She read her mission s
[

croll
oSaffa, daughter of shethra and
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aspiring chef, eager to gain empl oy mi
days to reach Ursabel 6s capital of S
and refrain from magic or f|
No flying is a bummer.
OYou have seven days to meet Varek &
secure an interview.Oo
Through the high street and entertai
oYour primary objective is to uncov
their unholy war. Use all vyour skills
vate the confession orb, say 0O6confess
until yYonu yl et whote orb means success
any confession is | ost. o
00kay, 6 Saffa said. 0Seduce EIl arion
OYour secondary obj ePeutniivte. iFsi nidn voeustt
vited him and why. But avoid direct
activities; these may |l ead you to hi
tive. 6
Despit@dsMotridenr , Saffa resolved to s
evil .
0Keep your mission confidential. Tr
everything if captured. o
0l wondt be captured without a fight
OAfter confession, fly with great h
your necklace to signal | sthtelt ehyr @l. | Ddea
tect it. We cannot portal you out
I guess Motthernenklhand.ed Ysar el
ol f no response, fly to Nightwind C
compl ete your mission. After that
61 1 have it done in three.
oSaf f a, dear daughter of Ni ght wi nd,
the remarkabl e woman and warrior Yyoud
fill me with unwavering trust that
Mot her . 0O
She chuckled at a scribbled note at
oP.S. And while youdre off being br

A final, undedBlyi mend gndraintsb Ine cresad,ry
ONo note from Father ¢é | suppose it
mati on, in case of compromise. &6 Mot he
together during her childhood.

After memori zing the orders, she inc

gedThank you, Mot her and Father, for
Two great roads spread over dunes.
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Tenebres. Farther east, they conver
161 1 keep south of the road until
She reached thebdeserngbyhevwesng

contemplating a crossings hehbhete. wet
Mer chant s, sol dier s, and adventur
She dashed across, behlnd a bush |

A few more souls traversed, but non

She climbed to the other side of t
I n two Odlayse, thlea e.

Thirsty, she drank her water and .
of flavor.

Ni ght came, and the desert cool ed
of past adventures in Wheabeaelonsdirit
ways won out. Unable to sleep, she
cloaking, Mod het hdhmds kialulght . A onh
sciousnesses, their primitive brain
We | | past midnight, tiredness <cre
climbing into a makeshift shedlstetrr.a
qui | night lulled her into a deep s

oOMatriarch. A | eader who embodi es

guiding her guild or nati arcwistihvea

known for her unwavering determinat
alike. o

i Governance and Guil ds

CC

i Chaptier 19

MATRIARCH

or en, wearing a new pair of gr ay
hospital bed. Zel ene, |l shet hr a,

Sitting up, he reali zed the | os
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understood before because of shock. F
and sadness hitddmirrdamtt gihdke.l oss of h

Zel ene remained in his mind, trans|
all owing him to feel free of the cont

A tightness squeezed his chest, a nq
trying to pull himotshrcough tDlae kbe¢ d otug
mind |ike a host of unyielding specte
ment .

OFuck, 6 he said, annoyed at hi s wat €

0Soren. 6 | shethra took his hand, a s
at peace. 6

0Thanks for your touch. ltds hitting

oOWedre here for you. o
oOWhat do you remember?0 Zelene aske

pul sed, dulling the worst of it.
OFalling from the sky on hevebgthinh
went black. The glaive, | think. 6
0l ask your forgiveness for giving
0ltds not vyour fault. She abused he
often does. Our time in her world was
back and my predicament, |l 6ve hit a n

0She asks forgiveness and feels ter
hi m.

0Can | speak with her?6¢

0Soren, | 6m very sorry, but 1 86ve sen
shedl | be back. ¢

0Tell her |1 hold no grudge. o

ol dl'l pass it along as soon as | see

OYou brought me back?6 he asked Zel

OHel |l s yeah, she did, 6 Chastity ans
fix your arm. You want to hear a joke

ONot now, 6 Zelene said, rubbing her

0l dve died twice now in as many mon
good while |l onger. o

oWe all feel the same way, 6 | shethre

oWill my méagndew®rdk one

olt will, with some adjustments and
Despite your injury, your mind wil| S
to |l earn. Everyone speaks highly of vy

Wa r | oomed i n Nightwind. Betrayal o]

recklessness had pushed him over the
tered relationship tore at his soul
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calm with a mind I|Iike his. I n thei
contrsadtol d. I f I shethra couldndt f|
he planned to end his |ife to save
0King I shethra,é he said, wi thdr a
raked his muscl es, oyoubve been ver
again. Please allow me to resign fr
be returning. o

oHang on, Soren, 6 Chastity said. (
big war coming, and they need your
0ltds his decision, 6 |shethra sai
Soren, I 61 | release you from your c
0l dm sure. 6

0Then you must also release me as
are his guardians. | must stay by

ol t is done, 6 | shethra said, her
He slid off the bed, standing owi t |
di sappointed her too much.

0Sor en, t hrough all the real ms | 0\
someone | ike you. From the depths
for you in my heart. You bear tremi
spect youwr decision

oYou ar e, as al ways, gracious to |

OPl ease give your mother a hug. o6

Mot her. A word she had never said

The heartfelt gesture reached int
she &walidmagi ned. This ancient demc

—

hing above alfiaegasrreadagre,ntd ec &kn tnrdanc
eachings.

Choking up, he r eadalhé&ldl halswaayrsm baer
aking me in.o6

Even the mare shed a fiery tear v

Mot her rhuebabde.d hi s

—

—

0l dm also grateful to you. Youdv
Nightwind with utmost respect. Il wo
0OYour kindness buoys me up, 6 he wl
Their hug |l asted until Mot her r el
OWher evterravyeodusr | ead, may you find
to return, Nightwind will welcome Yy
He boowlehdank you, King | shethra.o

O0You mawodc,&leSro rmeen , i6f you so desir
OMot her, 6 he said, wi ping his wet

Mot her onFoadrdeewde.l | . 6
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0Zel ene, is there a place you | ove a
peace?6 Soren asked.
0OThere is. Would you |Iike me to take

OPl ease. ¢
0Go with my blessing. 6 Mother raised
for a moment .

A byoedery portal sizzled to |ife.
0Ol shet hr a, youol l be in our heart s, ¢
The trio walked forward. FI ames <col |
the floor, one Mot her stared at for s
flaming portal
@ X% &)

Tarig emerged into a pristine office.
and a walnut desk,bawmpep Shdovdi:hgnwiet hnd
OArchon, 6 he said, bowi ng. 0OThanks

del ay. 6
Z o f4jsealt behind the desk. Pal e, wi t h

robes, she &eXxaldledmevi swdeormy.t hi ng. 0
oUndead Zmey without banners attack:eé
orb demolished our castl e. We Kknow i
Nightwind needs Samatriads aid beyond
Zo foiseleyes flickered. 0By Brigidds V
Someoneds harvested the corpses from
OWe assume. But i f [ may ask, |l shet
graveyard. 6

0ltds unlikely to be breached, but w
pered somet hing, then returned to her
find. 6

OThgmki, Archon. Your trust and supp«
ONightwind is our ally. Wedll|l stand
0l know of the horror Samatria exper
olt was Nightwind who bore the brunt
oUnited, we shall persevere. | dm rea
your session started yet?56

0They wait for wus. o6 Zofi el ambl ed t
tendant opened it. He | ed them down
“4Archon Zofi el Ver an. A val kyrie. Femal e
death into a new body, maintaining her va
and flight each ti me. She fought taeldongsi

Ni ght wind, understanding their plight wit
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opened it.

They entered a grand chamber feat|
columns, walls adorned with gloriot
ing heroism and intellect. Chandel
cushionsedinowsevht fiOBe seadae, Fama
mocracy, murmured amongst themselve

The attendant l ed Tariq, | a doe nb awci kt
Zof i el approached theopostdéeemed hme
war s shadow | ooms over wus ¢é |ike i
The senate erupted into chaotic al

oOYour ancestors experienced horro
Tarig of Nightwind bares grim tidin
War be thrust wupon us again. Your |
fully unhersadatanbdesii dSe him, cl asping
0Thank you. 6

After stepping to the podbdbUmmahkse
fifteen undead Zmey and their skele
our castle. Scores died, countl ess
The senate murmured. Some hel d ske
OWhy does this concern us?déd an ol
0OBecause they secretly prepare an
War ? An opening salvo. They al so us
The chamber f eblsl fsaicleesntp,altihneg saetn att
out .

OPl anetary conquest?0
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oDelusionall o

OA dark orb? But thatés é forbidden!
0Such a bold accusation, éd a junior s
0Go visit their capital of Coswom a
I 61 | give you a tour offiaoufraldeosuttr ocyleo
ri ses above it.o

The senator scoffed as the senate er
Zofi eloOstdeaod .6
The senate quieted.

0ltds the truth, o6 Tariqg said, voice

These raids, no flippant -ssctarliek ewsa, r .a rTeh

gat hered strength for decades. Now t h
I

us altheyamdenodot following our rules. ¢
sweeping his gaze across the faces o
Ni ghtwind must prevail, | est Bratgonbd
matria next. o

0Outrageous! 6 a female senator shout

OSurely, Bratgonds army candt reach
far better now than during the Dread
0This is grave, 6 another said.

Tadsqvoice rang out, ol f | may i mpl c

t hree askss,akfesr. 6bot h our
0Beggars, 6 one male senator spat.

OMuch | ike the people of your distri
Some senators roared with | aughter.

Zofi el storm&d |l eheepodliobmdy speaks

| 6l'l throw you out! o6 Her stern gaze p
oed.

oTari q, continue, 6 she said, returni
OFirst, military equipment and gl eir

i cal and magical tb&r eaatgor es§ eacnodn dwi twha ri
strengt h, uni ted witsouwrog,desan klreelpd
of f Samatrian sart i¥f hpaksy empowees o W

dar kness, saving lives. Wedre at a c¢
hel ping us, you ensure your security,
eyes earnest, o0Join us. Wi tglai murd c omb
Silence fell while Tarig sat down an

i nto every senator .

2Samatsr iaa my featured fierce soldiers and
corns.
“BPower ful reldiscsvafuilltlse,d tShaemart rmaak eup a gu.
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o0Senator s, we vote on three moti ol
Samatrian voting took place with
jars, one holding one hundred exact
The two empty jars would be wr amspe:
mi nds duriflgi ddh ewiprtocassurved funne
| owing casting the vote in a yes or
debate, then cast their votes, one

each rsewmoautlod ooomderaudpg yi rachid point to
grab a marble and cast their vote.
returned to their seat would she ca

pl etion, she woulldesvedigchndtheprjaduwsce
a manual count would happen. The pt
one confident in the result.

Or al procedures allowégs peer snucha
weteo easy to manipul ate or make mi
or interactions of any kind were al

OMotion one, providing military et
tal s, for Ni ght wind. ¢

After much deliberation, the sena
yes side waBMomuoh bowepasses. Now f

warriors and creatures to Nightwine
voked invasion. 6

ONot our sons and daughters! 6 a m
oDemons wi l |l devour our creatures!
OWe can fight on theirsalbdahd chr i cu
for us?o6

Heated arguments followed, devol vi
0This escalation risks our secur.i
our might and wil|l avoid us if we

is too great. ¢

Some mur murs of agreement rippled

Zof i el poundoed dtshenopodai um.sk; it ds
ally! What | ife do you want for yol
Choose now. 6

Evening cre
t hhheei de of th
accepted it.

OMotion two declined, 6 Zofiel sai
sorry. o

oThanks,6f e mowi hegd back.

OMotion three, access to our artif

A Il engthy debate ensued, ending w

pt on before Gdhehsamtat
e scale dipped, but I s
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Tari g watched, apwssawes fedtl sdpagthdall .y
ond debate followed with a call t o Vv
Samatria must keep the most power f ul
this debate, anot her ywadtdee tdo opkp ipnlga caeg,:

OMotion three passes, but only a sut
An attendant | ed Zofiel and Tariq ba
al one.

0King Tari g, Samatria stands with N
frustrations. o

oYes, Archon, but any help is apprec

Honor for Samatria. o
0Gl ory to Nightwind. o6 Zofi el moved I

oYour speech moved many today. Howev
Theydve become complacent, tainted by
public. 6
Tariqg pulledodpmea Chhiaich afd Voatax mor .
oOoWedve felt their influence, their w
spreads everywhere. 6
ol know. I n Nightwind, wedve seen it
zeal ots performed a Netherseal on my
Zofi eld plhastpesdd.despicable. | s she ¢é g
ONo. Rol and mucked up the ritual, ar
An uncharacteristic sbisgh iopfs.r edlYioeufr e
strong. During her mission, she stay
much joy. Her wit, strength, imadegi c,
hel ped slay five rampaging monsters. o
0She mentioned Samatria as a highlic
0l dm pleased to hear it,6 Zofiel sai
we must act with cunning to outwit th
O0Agreed. You and my wife think ali ke
oln my | ong year s, | ve known no on:
nacity. | know shed6s a mavka, as is vy
0l dm not surprised, since you fought

0l shethra and her five associates w
there. They fought with glory and hon

He ¢ huocYkolueddr.e al so honorabl e. Ni ght v
against Voraxmords corruption. o

0The Twelve are embol dened, and Rol &
taken some in our senate. o

oln Nightwind, their philosophy sedtl
We must disrupt their network. o6
Zof i el hummed, rappiodftheher efyiesgare e
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Subtlety is key, or we risk exposur
OWedl |l showcase a better alternat
0OAgreed. How about a campaign of
0l shethra suggested this. Wedve al

people to gqguestion everything, teac
0Samatria is founded on such prin:
0Zelene |l eads wus in this now. 6
00ne of those associates | menti ol

And her mare, quite a €& cheeky beas
0Thatds putting it lightly. Can w

ranks?o
00One of my spies believes their t

eye. 10l speak with him, and we csa
OExcellent. Now, what of | egal av:i
O0Your Majesty is wise to consider

ing areas where theyodve ofietheyephal
taxed. 06

oYes! We 6 | | tax them. These | aws
al arms. ¢

Zo foiselsmi |l e widened. o0ltds settl ed
yet deliberate, without causing cha

Tarig stood, caoAr bhemat has nal gay s
care for the masses is commendabl e.

Zofiel rose, ext endoiMagy hoeur haalnldi,a n
King Tariqgq. Together, wedll | ead ou
ni pulation and Bratgonds unprovokeod

0l dd Ilike to stay awhile and visi
Will you guide me?6

0Certainly! Your interest in fMBama
l et us dine. o

0l 6ve missed your cuisine. 6
0Then prepare to be stuffed, 6 Zof
prepared?6

oYes, Archon. Foll ow me. 6 A man |
dining area, where some senators s
tional coll aboration,-hphrtedomhyt es

\E KA

I'n the afternoon sun, four days af't
on the outskirts of Marasheart. Bl
vil as, humanoi ds, and centaurs <cl ec
from tkd batwher The trading distric



244 Jef fer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . |l - Fury Feed

damage, many shops destroyed dorabdlladdsg
to bombard with impunity frustrated h
city woul ddbve been | ost.
OFl amecaster, you saved this city.©é
0l did what was needed. d She gazed =&
0Speaking of that, Nightwind remain

pares addakwtslrl idceef end Tesa, but our
heo e.

0l dm sure | shethra appreciates your

0She offers plenty of incentive, 6 t
di bs on all/l Bratgon tech and materi a
somet hing for your clan. o

0l dve already suggested this to my e

0OANnd?6

0They declined. 6

O0Youbve been | oyal to Nightwind for

OAs mentioned in council, we of fer s

Ol dmawat & of t heedrde shaurrccleys coyaolul t hi s
ot hundeabdrdseir riders 6owould save co

0l dm al so aware and must take my | e
excuse me. o

OWhen will vyou be back?56

oOTomorrow midirnampe &r Sthein red smoke.
He surveyed the beleaguered town anc
She approached.

0Captain, can you manage without me?~
OEverythingdés under control, 0 she se&
0l must takefihblveagyeneffabsedags wit
0Then you must rest, Dragan. When wi
0OTomorrow morning, 6 he said, figurir

could he.
Both extended theids palsmosmapyi mi Ni g
he placed hers dawkiong loif$jcas wawobhl
eived this honor when saluting a mal
ust om.

oOYou honor me. 6

O 0O m

“4Small er than dragons, drakes have two f
boasted potent water domain magic.

%“The greatest elven warriors in Norembel
swi ftness, l'ightning aur a, and air domain

jolted to death.
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0OAnd you me. 0

She |l eft for town.

Bl ue followed as he strode into t|
down i n meditation, decompressing |
t he attack.-eiNpht hHomy dsdease nfhinffatny .

To this day, I shethra refddefilought
mad to get even ballistae on the ¢
they had held off Bratgon three yee:¢
horde of iron tanks fmealdle vhiitmh njau svte
wepaons, and a few [ esnik.

I n the quiet, he c¢closed his eyes,
sounds of animals scurrying and wi!
dirt smells tickled his nostrils.

Dr a,gaan woman whi splermidss nydu.s thou
Al omlkeat hought , chest tight i n sur
Hi s mavka.

Thi-sdwen years ago, t hey o0ohsadp eboopnldee

with | shethr a, Tari q, Hal dr a, Zel en
i ble love story. To this day, he v
ul ti mate pleasure and pain. Evesry,si
dancing through real ms, cofnpbliwnsedt iwe
casional fight, with requisite spic

YoOwr e supposed tohkre thaiumgthd i Bwialkh, g
want you.

Two weeks ago, 9Dhe shayd whef tora mwd ea a
retilnror an uncommon occurremaret alUse a
|l epathy remained their sole source
mi nds stayed |inked, with possessic
her magi c, including flight.

I0vd wpo & r 8a ptl atyd?

What arehgouhweaght ng@nabl e to st o]
My red @g etstse IWhetn ti me you sl ept?
She al ways wore fabulous clothing
Exhaustion crepBeflhreugihehias téme&c
he thought wittoh sae es eycoounnd Yy awn,

[bve got something to perk you up.
Often whe@td apfafrer, tsthhepossess him,

4The portal pact. About the only thing
portals. Long ago, war consumed Yava,
rapidly, resulting in near mass erxtusne

portals in such manner again. To this
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experience. Most ti mes, he agreed. He
relionoquntsbl overjoyed him.

Take over.

He sensed her gentle control as she
oneher s, faster than he could compr ehe
pri mal warrior. Now she experienced a
thingodohefdildy undleonseand, except she

Dragan! What happened to your arm?

She dhuestf elt some |l ingering part sti
want her to go after Haldra.

Not.hing

Wh o . BrokeheYobhougAt mWwith unusual ar
They had always fiercely protédted c

find out | ater, or he could save her
Hal dra. But | challenfgebdi kerhfericoes

young self, honor guided him now, and

ades, Alonka had trained him in | eade

Her hiss piercé€dahi Budgbhsgmbasnohbhssl!t
of her.

Pl eadshee ddmught, knowing she could d
ing her skin pink with bright glitter

ance, t hough the image of the dar kI i
sparkling skin brought out a | augh.

You want medtb do it, Dragan? |

Yeés No é No, itds okay.

With her | ong sigh, given through hi

Sorry, Dragan. You mentioned somet hi

Show yoursel f, mavka.

Pure joy fluttered in his heart, hi s
deep, pul sing red, budrsniinmaghei nrmawietrhi apl
him, vivid as if stepping through wot
twirled in a clingy red dress, reveal
white wings with silver olinghlhieght .9 sH
curling in a soabutriynbecadypyas, Heacldair ki
to fimryroreedd the intensity of his o0\
t hick, bl onde mane cascaded to her fe
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Bl ood sieged his groin, his erect
ar mor .
Thou shalt not smile.

She stomped hebDarhmoytow,ndDrsaagar'led.

Gotéybut | must admit é despite o1

Her head shook as dhea efreeungphetr wihfofv |
we bonded.

During theAbomida ngnavi Plhck, what th
had caused him an erection |ike he
appearance to Alonka, often accompsea

[dm al so. underdressed

On the conbrargyvedDdrganedy ol | ow 1

She made him strip away his ar mor

compelling him to step forward, hi
undoing her dress. He gazed at her
del i bersahtee cgaruasceed, hi m t o peel t he |
She then forced him to recline, her
her soft skin, hair, and weight of
It stild]l bl ows my mind how | feel
Ibget something else to blow. Are
Evebgone town, working on repairs
How unfortbtundt ke It obevtattchhey

Yodbud | i ke to watch them watch. And
Her il lusionary hair wrapped al/l

gripped tight ar owonud dho sléiwaa dttds e adntc
Ids been too | ong Dseisnpciet ewehbBevre pdooshs
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movement s, t he hair fbfionrd st hneand eb oetvhe.r yW
ically t ogétt hterrealh ef rceoasl dmen she enga
HoomMd t he battle go?

Pl anning for a detaiNi medterpl amatiadn

dropped
Silky hair coiled around his phall us
What didhehéeynwodgdp? her il lusion rai

Breath hitchi amméibedpnhsesugRt
Her mischievous | augh, hi gh bhade hpo
senseéeasdmusidmsheydhroumgihgc!| enaki ng hir

oher control caAsidnifeébIlimnsg rdgeb unte .b | B vsesl
You dé dmerhgpeaSémeéemowg?she could alter
rything touching her il lusion.

Yeshe thought, using a perfect strok

I wish my head was between your real
And what would you be doing there?

More i mportant question is: wlbat wo
take it anymore.

And what i f | begged?
dd narrate whil éiyloufdidn deors,e rmciomhblreo,l .
| @tonl ose control

Haht happened more often than she mi

in his efforts in su@dh fcaclkesd &Arfdelid
Puck for hours until cramping with e
brought him i mmense joy.

When you scream my name and beg Fel
pin you down and fuck you relentlessl
Too badm weappsegl you up in my gold

Yodw e too weak for my cock. 't trump
Dr agalnet 6s partake of this fantasy s
Very wel |, I permit it.

She winked. For one hour, she strok:¢
from orgasm. After, her i | | upsiitoonh evda n
| augh echoing through the trees while

He | ay gasping on the forest floor,
Hoping to gallivant in his sleep, it

With her dretamweavmngds mel ded, soul

i shed one anot her as dreams and ecst a

4Dr eamweaving, a skil!l only the most powe
the spirit realm @Wwéeibtai dotb béeetpe mMost SE
way for two individuals to connect.
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Dragan, you want to hook up in re:
Hel | dlyedll |l davaraf lameendcea. Can.
I | ove being held by my warl ord. |
He snickered in his dream as he o

OTwblunwdred years ago, Br at dranv ah e da|
ther e, it expanded Westward unt i | i
i For the Love of Wa r

CC

i Chaptier 20

HERITAGE

n Coswom, capital of Brat gon, a r
Irays. King Leonid, pal e with broy
compartment on an iron tank, -smo
firedpoweéeradadn tanks forMmedatmg, pupd e
bronze in the | ast decade.
Leonid Il ed a military parade down

concrete apart mkngdar Hi &) ®nd otu rtagrek
wear i ngbltahceki rararolr and hel mets. Dig
sat in plush chairs with themsicaddy
gl ass. Hundreds of machines foll owe
Zakvar, his -paleedshopopagbhdadmi ni
l eft . She had also married his fatft
Marrying his mother hadelffel tslte® mac
sl owly than humans. Bratgon wel come
denied entrance to all other races.
Hi s young son, Br an, sat on his r |
Leonid had just given a rousing st¢

8Ki gbr eld s Bsreactrgeotn pol i c e, used marti al
rather than magi c.
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He shar ek Bristtgpary, their glorious vVvi
new war aganifnesstt eddle mMbinght wi nd because

Bratgon. Fabrications, he knew, but h
The people had cheered so |l oud, the
oBr an, what are the three virtues vy
Leonid asked, as he did every year du
The 6Boyace | it up. OHeroism, stabild]i
0Good boy, 6 Zakvar said in her thick
OA Dbasdieenmoonniocf chaos, 6 he recited. oE
0Yes, 0 Leonid said, putting his arm
guardians of Yava. Protectors of peac
oTel | mel ialb ® 19,4 t MdétehBerran r equested.

Leonid |Iifted his son onto his | ap

about 0oBsr astagcorni fi ces to Ppougbtdemaehnsr g
FIl ags draped on many balconies as t|

roads, holding matching small fl ags:
an iron rod. It represented their gri
Leonid, with his oflailglaraihtsi, z eormsn erdu set
prosperity equally or be jailed. A cc

strong messaging ensur ed ahumadpmnagdit cen
year annTherbkbbgrafi onAyBhhowr svi bh B
basfimaul ong widsh bHJadcakdowmi t h a white moun

Af ter Okebattier, Vel es, had sieged S|
of Ur sabel , had sl ain his own father,
then took the throne, declaring mart:i
bonding wi tolvemi mhauiedkliydeal s, ending
admired Vasil for his unwavering comm
Leonid had spent the |l astdodsi mer gzlo
king, wi ¢ ih dspparmadc | xoaurse t . Their represen
Bratbgoparade, along with discussions

Korchun had allowed him to hire fros
made wonder f ul construction worker s,

ing massive new battleships for thei
woul d | e@eand Tae sxi, 8 gfNe mgahrt iwti inde ci t vy, i n a
get this new treaty signed, many mor e

their ar my.
He proudly folbsowedtishepss Ppabhercti

“Unl i ke most of the planet, Bratgon refe
Yava, or more simply, The Liberation.
5%0Gl owing blue and rarer than silver but n

magi cal recipes and artifact plans.
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wi th the cihmfoegstced dreantoinon of Ni ght\
had often spoken of The Liberation
purge demons fromyé&awvawalAforeratnr ief

won, survgvbosmerasubather ed, weary
Now he knésy t stet haesewealsloouwi ng den
ing mortals forever. An assassinat.

would have to wait for his congues
kigbrel could do thel | etos wi th ci dr u
Demon sl aying would be motivation
Controlling Nightwind and Ursabel v
ern Yava. He wouhdNidbtrtwi hdldar menads
who possessed magi c.

He d@&itdmnrust magic, preferring a g:¢

showing such abilities received a
Despite his mistrust, he occasi on
ot her natelofnsf.r cAd &N agrbid mbneggl encl ave |
hi m. Shedd offered to tutor his ne
orbs and a roc. Shedd asked for a
return.

Reani mating Zmey andl wnegatrdoeopgo @l
one of his more brilliant ideas. Cc
bull ets of silver, they would rain
When Nightwind felliheSadmateida fwou
crystals. They would surely enhance
Zakvar finished her story, and Le

The boy waved at the crowd.

Zakvar put heérs handihgn alnaelorhied | i ¢k
i s heart nineteen years ago when
raming | shethra for his death. He

- =

his death had proven too good to pae
They had buwrsnedripisse ftaotghegarher , t he
at the funeral, presenting an assas:¢
baking Veles in hellfire.

Al | Bratgon had become outraged.

Then, eight &éddn sywgares taeglo,stxalge ng r
order towns to further stoke the
eighbor. Upon hearing this brainy
The parade & umads lCocsemotnr al ar ea bu
gl eamed off glass windows on shor't

>0 T

5t A  harmon dampens magic and grants the
tamper with it results in a gruesome d
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budding financi al di strichbl otlks,tofriyme ¢
structure of magnificence.

OWe must fuck now, 6 Zakvar said in
OBusiness before pleasure,d he repl:.i
his groin. Whenever they plotted and
The parade went el sewhere, and he d
down. He took them by the hand, | eadi
archway and into an expansive courtysze

explainedl|l hgwbal oawskath one.

At \elsdsat ue, he found his wifebds ey
truth about his death. But treaties n
he must see a demonstration of a new
| east. Thewdiutc ku mtgi lwotud dorr ow ni ght .

) w7

@ X%
Leonid stood smugly with his Kkigbrel
Coswom: 6Brptgmner bomb range. Hedd co
negotiations. Ursabel ds representatiyv
ar ds, gol ems, and basmu would join hi
promi sed -tbi stalofs minieles a al ong with g
Vasil to use however he desired. To m
had decl ar ed Kormeh wrf rii gghtmoafofzekro t o h
Their blackice, unyi eclhdainnggi nign. i t s chi

A squad of machinists also stood ne

rested on enormous tracks wrapped aro
urally large cannon protruded. The mas
makeshift city block of iron and stor
i ngs.

OMy |iege, 6 one s @& are th
goliat hs. Their st |5 grity
The results wildl in
Thi-sdwen years agda, thir
teen, Leonid had st = at her
similar demonstrati % gol i e
exploded upon firin 1el i m
arinhne stil | bore th putrag
ther had canceloerdt U nd t
the machinists bef - . em wi
l otine. Leoni dnoansseonsleed with a no
tyl e, but in his early reign, he f ol

S
his scientists.
Zakvar had suggested he offer rewarc
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close surveillance. This seemed to
gener al popul ace? A different story
fective at squashing discontent whi
their security.

He had restarted the program si x

construction, combined with wusing i
safer. But they assembled near a tF
OWhat results are those?6
oWhatever it hits, it desd4debysgél’
ONo, 6 he said, nudging the manos
fudged or rushed things. He wanted
one, 6 he said, pointing to the thir
The man poidhst etdaragetL eeomd dwhi st | ed.
Someone c¢climbed out of a hatch an
|l adder. They soon ascended another
on top, and cl osed the hatch.

The manoRgal lpew.me and cover your ¢
Everyone scurried behind the wall
Leonid pressed his index fingers
t he machine wor kneedw, eirta &osfut Bercautisghdeno g
Some seconds dsatceann anrhes praatc hfiinree a
vol cano. Hot wind gusted through th
i ncgr schlolok the environment . Somet hin
uncommon sensation when firing guns
him gasp.

Smoke clearpdbwddeawydoblsacsk nged hi
to examine the results.

A dark mushroom cloud ahead, risi
forth his smile of bliss. Only s mol
had | eveled a city block with just
conjured bwartrhisdrasn dc a wlad , especiall
cidrum in the shells. The surprise
Mar asheart, purposef udd yp atihmetdi ct og re
mony of magic, had proven this.

0Congratul ations! 6

A round of applause -pampinfggobhdwel
Never satisfied, he wanted to kno
archaic cannons: bronze tubes ridiH
LiberatiobfbdebaeesatdémanHeng they con
with much greater range and firepov
but they were stild]l experi ment al ir
numbers were t ool nfietwhet oentermuyl.y Hoev ewa
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| ongnge, highly mobile artill ery
oOWhat of our cannon replacements?5d6
Anot her machini st-milled odTthecsigh su@m & w

said, stepping around to a | one machi
of a sturdy steel gun barreffi-degr dewar
angle. Two steel beams angledl «doadnl dw
easy transportation. The steel, | ight
mak e, would be the future of their mi
fires a annmenmo :t ytprei noift r ot ol uene. 6 I nven
plosive first found use for mining in
became apparent. 0lt can fire single
or incendiary. 6
e oLi ke a shotgun. Bear
r OAn apt analogy, My Li
i st grabbed a met al sid
rored it on the opposi
these, the angle of att
cisely, within ninety d
Thi s elim nattedgrelaeiers
weakness: slow and awk w,;
OMaxi mum range?6
0 We t heori ze t wo | eac

boasted with a prideful
0By the Circles €& webdl
they see us coming. 6

0OThatdos the idea, 6 another machini st
ting. o

o0Does it work?¢

0This onefds just a prototype. I tds r
model s é yet. 6

OHow |l ong unti |l mas sampmroyadc.ti on?d6d Le

O0At | east five years. o

Given how they underestimated ever yt
fiftefeaan yeeqqarsi zi ng wait for such a gl

He glanced at a ki ghryolu, halve ooneck gk
di sappoint. ¢

ol €& doné6t think thatoés feasible, My
i nregdge stuff. o

OFi ne, fine. 6 He winked at t he man,
ryone. 6 He never followed through on
kept his inventors guessing and motiv

Muskets remained the | ast item on h
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for upgrades. Pistols for taskmaste
ment for those breaking ranks, but
supply, specially crafted, jpursadud ek
gun, dl 6adem the side or from a maga
could cut down enemy ground forces
0OAnd our rifles?96

0OAl most ready for mass producti on,
two years before these guns roll o U
oDo it in sixXx months, and each o
snapped his fingers, taking most of

I'n a |l-whkish, r ro Leonid sat
Josnel Soneph sat at the oth
wi de ceramic whiteboard, bl
mi xed with thick die. The board sh
Night wind, including estimated mi/l
amount of unr est c auZsaekdvafrboml t hans
columns broke out Tenebres, Mar as he
Zakvar wandered oVersnted ,athltdnlkgs
Josnel had approached Leonid el ev
from bronze to iron tanks with Vor
religion to build their churches ar
dered Nightrwadad-degmt@imddeasui ne. The |
some of their scriptures. Everythiri
by Voraxmor for coimplpraasmehiyt Yd omalt
Bratgonods | aws and tho sb e cdoeenod oag ys t aHte
coming years.

As Josnel gave a monthly report o
drew ticks, dots and | i nes: a | ines
OWe expect the trend to continue,
bright future. o

OYou can buy anything with money, ¢
resting his arms on the tabl e, | 00Kk
regions?90

By | aw, these peasants must give
bellions cropped up someti mes, and
ority. From ©beflhoek ohi Zakuat be ¢

0OThousands have seized muskets. Tl

Thousanbdts awawsoor d he wanted to hear
A squad of kigbrel wouldndt squash

oOLeonid, 6 Josnel started, owhat wi
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h priests to resolve this? |
k

of my hig

Avoid a skirmish. Ot her means can ens
Leonid |idRahbibhé smhbanhdbe punched in
me . ltéds proven effective during my r
Zakvar st eyesneldoLeoni d, | under st a
Theyol | |l ose much of their harvest, h
we offer our sustenance, but not befo
die of starvation. 6

OMy priests and | can make this | oo
portals within your borders, it owi ||

To solve this problem whibaAagsmedr i AL
|l owed for one month. o

oDone. Thereds another matter: 10611
l and is é wunfit for duty. o

ol never |l i ked him, 6 Zakvar said. 0t
smoot her . 6

Leonid supported the change, but ct
OWhat happened?$é¢

0Ol ncompetence. Heol | be punished ac
Twel ve are solid. ¢

Leonid approved of disciplining, or

OFine enough for me. 6
0ltds good, 6 Zakrveambug dimdypmi & Lh&®Rtydosu daon

Leonid. We announdcse noiusrs iroing httoe oculse aanrsi
show Josnel taking the helm of Voraxm
| 81 Iy owrri tsepeeches. 0

The baking show, a popular, fresh pr
Bl ood gathered dsn huigg@ggtoiioon.at hi s wi
0Yes €6 he said, joy gathering in hi
00f course, my love. |16l ensure the
OExcel l ent. Leoni d, i f youdl I al |l ow
capable scientists and inventors that

Zakvar raised a brow.
Leo®ms dt ongue damclTehd sa drso us etxipse cltiepds. .

oOWhen | shared your plight with Nigl
to assist. |l can have some mingle wit
your machinists see anything probl ema
oBy all means! 6 Leonid said excited
52Pr omo s, or propaganda shoot s, were a ney
recent magic screen inventions. This allo

printed medi ums. Leonid all owed thes®g. scr



Jef fer &Bagnhe wWVanrd Vol . | - F@57y F

howl er being completed early. oO0When
0Two months. Theydll produce wond.
oOoFantastic,6 Zakvar said. o0Josnel
The pri@fakwamodLeoni d, as al ways,

0Good day. 6 Zakvar gave a curt he
behind.
0Such a productive meeting, 6 Leon

oShall we fuck on the table?b06
Leonid, naked, | ay on his back in h

his bound anklés eabhaphedytoopbse, bs
Zakvar rode him, shouting propaganc
hungry thrusts, unable to withdraw,
feisty control madewi nighteetdhegl wo

OYoubre my bitch!dé6 she squeal ed,

as he strained in his cuffs, his ar
0l want to suck!d he growled.
She reached over, | eaned her nipp
cl ot h, tying a gag brouNoal Ilyi tttilgehtma
fucking.é She undul ated |ike a pist

Muf fl ed, he cried out against hi s
She |ifted hersel f, pinching his
spewed and dripped from her entranc

A deepr,atrtoloimng | augh echoed, afdsno
side. A morozko head peeked out. W
beard of ice, the giantds gnarled o

0You need to work on your aim,o6 h
|l aughs | ingering.

O0Korchun!é Leonid said into the g

OA frost giant always arrives pre

[
¢
silk robes for them both. After dor

Zakvar Dblushed and freed Leonid.

Kor cohsun augh cut out sharply. oO0You
morozko for fighting? You shall h av

Leoni d oObBeyanedavends | ight!é

0This is nice. What do you need i

OYou shoukdnmake Kbechun said. 0Sh
aglen. Join us against them. You af
the spoils equally. o

The barbarians and frost giants he
holding territory O6fsormalsesngi.e Addnyn
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problems would surely change things.
And Dr éfmiagbwedrul d be splendid for trac

Ni ghtwi ma v al port of Tesa to | aunch a
ount i | Nightwsnawii$é bers, | ogistics
oCandot fight on two fronts? How di seé
Bratgon had built an i mmense number

al ong wi ts*hs wteH diirngartmy fi ve hundred th
of Nightwind woul dihkee giure sisredabdutwoal | n

two to take the port city, per haps on
oWait,dé Leonid said. oOWedl | join yo
ensure we can hit them with both our
Surely, this is better t han half my
l' i fespand, asne tshioultdi hee a drop in a v
OHeds smart, 6 Zakvar sai d. OWhy rust
A long growl rioppllegpsfromhtree guioanh
time for you to roll through Nightwin
With Tesa taken, they could conti nue
a naval war in Drenaglen witlhi«otr -di ff
chun would agree.
OFour months. War i s never a preci sce
one month. 16l contact you when wedr
oVery well, 6 the frost giant Kking saea
Zakvadt dimidns a beat, tying Leonid up
535 Fi mbul or e, a precious Drenaglen resour

combined with certain runes.

Br abgomar my had 5 | ayers: Leonid, his 68
and rabs (cannon fodder). Like his father
tactical ones.
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0OAnd | beheld a great and spacious
pfelled it, young and ol d, male an
pointing at those outside v

i Voraxmor Scripture

CC

i Chapfier 21

SIMMERING

affa trudged over hugeacdhimags afsors
in the omMWNi @gshdimae esurf Kat and

sl eep. Frustrated by her restric
tions and water. Soren Dborti etfal kye clroor
thoughts wandered to Snikmds bust]li
amenable to a ki drain.

The following day, fatigue hit as
morning, other travelers appeared.

ried past.
She sighed in disdain at the sigh
wanted to hdel p,i sbkutheco wlodvre r .

The road grew busier. She spot-ted
|l i ke creatur e, hauling a cart with
She approached him with a silver «
UrsabeCadigdou refil!]l my water?6
OFor you, my radiant star, only t
mi ssion, it had cost one.

ol have but this |l ast coin. Would
thirst?¢

OTwo coi ns, one refilll!éo

She shrugged and wabKeyi o ft ovi 1 rs e
youadi anitt sytoaur? bare éass on a prick
oWai t! Just this once, a special (
Shreef il l ed her waterskinddosamwmaye
As the afternoon sun baked her ag:
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At dusk, she reachedodansicongcheéxliygau®t
i n@a®i s OEmlamace nto view. As Heir of I
passed by, trying to sneak, but peopl
to the capitalds gat e.

This ti me, she went i nsi de. An i nnke

0Ten silver coins. But, ifyou yemjndi ¢
of my daughter.é

o Wel | t hen, she woul dndt want you oV
you her imagined wrat h. 6

0Seven coins for a compelling story.

OHow about six coins fypyousometebht agwi
for weeks?0

oDone! Up the stairs, second right, ¢
Saffa took it and | eft.
Up creaky stairs, s h settled into
l onging for her soft mattress back 1in
Laughter and music enticed her ears.
Despite fatigue, shte Humgtur edoashéthdd
dering through a dining area and joir
| utes. She hadndét sung since the symb
ifmher voice blended with the chorus.
I n the desert, where the ho
We dance to rhythms only w
Sukni ssed faces, wild heart ¢
Come join the fun, |l et your
Twirling with a winky gri
Where night begins, our t al
Oasis parties, beneath pal
With every | augh, new memor i
SWms hot glare, two moons ¢
In the sand, we reign supr
Step todtt hlere belayt, don
I n the desert dance, l et yo
Pints poured with dark Ursabelian be

watering mout h.

A young musi ciakndcdaynade darhe?d one.

0 SfmaMyr a Thdodrhrnfti,eltch.ad was cl ose!

OHi, Safmyra, | 6m Jareth. 6

Saffa downed her moduséndMyng. @i th a

Hi s eyes oymeawmuisdebe a drinker. o

0l always win drinking games, 6 she
her cup dwawmesh 0 Now



Jef fer &Bagnhe wWVanrd Vol . | - F@ely F

Jarbest eyes remained glued to her.

She OtHedd.o, everyone. O

The room quieted, all eyes on her
l ight compl exi ons, conveyed curi osi
from some, including Jareth.

0Time for a solo.o6 With t-Heahartdgt
She | owered her voice, murmuring

keeping her eyes on him.
Hi ps that beckon, eyes t

I n @deselrit me, a wicked snm
Mi rth withdsa shtiinntg ,of mi s «
Dance with me, | et passi
Come closer, | et whisper
With every pulse, secret
Silken scarves, moonl it
Whi speredsdmwé dms c hlaesa&r t
Eyes |l ocked, flames of
With every touch, we f an
I n tbe dmbente, we ent wi
Lost in rhythm, your soul
She whispered ddheedrast I ine in Ja
A squishy sensation titillated he

ur aWh &t Remé mlaée ?Pidnsg iMostthreurct i on, S h €
of this group had caused theiamalki nt
As she made up more verses, every
feet in a boisterous celebration.

She smiled at Jareth,
Hi s eager eyes met he
0ltds been Il ovely, 6 s
dining area.

Everyone groaned.
0OYoudbve an unnatural voice, 6 he s
She admired his wild hai roJaanrde tfhu,l |
s 0 hanQlosmenet. aidrlsl, sahnodw ly ou somet hi ng¢

‘\.

gasping frort
rs.
he said, t ea:

% 7
.
N /,.

at thedsnnoom, sB8
a hole in the doo

o =~ —

D d® >

— —h
Cr—f'
@A =
D o
T o

The mouse climbed up the sheets a
he mouse, | eaped upon heroMr dldowdi ng
Jolted awake, she blinked her eye:

—
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The kitty gave a smug | ook and | eape
She groaned whblCeaetrdbbimgrheseeyese.
night. Not what | wanted. 6

Resigned to an early start, she dr es

more than one hour.
Jareth snored on tiheecokichdr aioneh &d

faster than she had wanted, making hi
After tossing her key on him, she me
the predawn | ight. Despite weariness,
the worst heat.
She passed many travelers, keeping &
Near noon, shes acpfpd-oigeechh ewdalSinsi,k nscarr
of | arge sandstone bl ocks, surrounded
defense. Carvings from armesi esntorh atdt Ipa
orated them. A massive gate, crafted
i ronwor k, stood cl osed. Two col ossal

holding pilum and shield. Along the w

Saffa waited with an anxious c¢crowd
opened. A drawbridge | owered, held by
Last time, as Heir of Nightwind, she
pets, jubilation, and celebratory can
weight of her assignment. While she w

checkpoi nctt,eds hoen rEelfalree on t o keep her

5%Sni km, the huge capital of Ursabel, with
by Bratgon from the water just thirty yea
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extracting a confession out of hi m
standing.

Out of the checkpoint without i ss
the gat e, hol ding her backpack to

resplendent tabernacle of Voraxm
tructureigsgyamned ktswo Oan her mi ssi or
urrounded it. Compl ete now and he\
ngs: an intertwined spiral with dze
ree with branchesaveeaching rowasdi
h

a
S
S
[
t
she recognized as symbols of the re

Rai sed a royal, she undesr setxooad i We

i
fended. The ti me, money, and resoul
The xanet alone could buy a nobl eds
By its grand entrance, she noted
SomMsntattoos. Voraxmor tenants, th
Soreshe thought, a moment Dbopealaot
free you.
Carvings of twelve priests graced
gusted her, but shifted to happines
Civilians in white robes with &d ue
cheéekaVasil gave them |license to do
order prevailed.

%Vasi l created the cheka, or secret p C
Bratgon, who used kigbrel, referred to
weapons and martial skill, the c hagiac .r
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ol ted. A c

Twapproachedead miadhd!l evho b
d. Shadows
k
y

OMorsligatus! 6 one yelle
and they Hipeloggd ehitthegf ft 0o

Everyone watched casuall
happened.

oOHell o, young |l ady,é a young man in
fered a pamphlet.

The voice yanked her mowouottwoot wt h

rarely eme
, then ret.

Voraxmor used zealots |i&kenvaeseotbes
o0oCompanions, 6 he said, his overly ze
She read the literature. It referred

by Josnel Soneph, one month from now.

the tattoos.
Shidts, bheeen through a | ot. I wasnodot v
She would attend to spy on Josnel , ¢
nated him after, so much the better.

oDid you know accepting Voraxmords |
young man asked.

OSure it does, 8 she quipped before
|l eave them and this overly opulent st

A disturbing sight soon confronted
tioned. The p lxapryjatcye tre vvd t exdmdire r . f
t hem, but f or d herself to walk away

OFucking sl a ry.o

Farther down he bustling street, m
ticeable difference from the few on h
demons, or other shadowy beings, scar
horns. Thedetdroamatmadedeéaer | augh.

0l f you see a demon, throw holy wat e
womands voice chimed. 00Only with Vora
chaotic, evil vermin.6é6 The voice gave

People stared at them, discussing de

On her | adt s eNaVv ihant slhiet er at ur e, but
demons and excelled at propaganda, an
unpl easant interactions with him on h
tolerant and phaydsulirenuch to his fat

Laughter became frustration. The Na\
di spositions and backgrounds, much |
and Zelene, two of tée kihdebBbusoahd
mar ks adding to her char m. Even Kael a
friendly vibe. Ok avy, maybe Hal dra mat
mon on the council fought f ort fcraeuesdeo. m

r @
ce
vV e

t
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She stood before one screen, cl en
bi agnorance, fear, and blind judgm
tifdmi s tears worlds apart, | eading
With a steadying breath, she resi.:
stride |l ed to the entertainment di s
At a | arge patio area, peopl e sanr
magic tricks. An enraptured crowd s

of f a makeshift arena.

She pushed past them to the front .
get <c¢cl ose t ol eag gcerde abtevarset: wvai tthwos mal |
rood®s emead, a blindfold tied ar ounc
around its neck. Anyone who made a
snapping beak.

ONever seen this game or beast be:

o0Cockatrice circus. First one to
0Seems easy enough. Why are they |
One man crept c¢close behind it, h a
finger and nipped it. Grayness spr
sharp cracks. Gray dust blew off hi
A few gasps sputtered out.

0Thatds why. Its bite, claws, or
O0Guess that explains the blindfol
ORun or die, 6 he said, trailing wi

This dangerous game mirrored many
abel

Aromas o
St omach

f spices and roasted meat
g
A sign so
e
h

powbksad, oahe

0 n 0Sccaomep iionnb oSt vi t negw aT asvceorrnp i
She hurri d in, eager to get out of
parched throat.

The cool dimness offered a wel come
ted the floor, suiting patron group
An efficient bartender tended a co
cheka slaa metara tthaeb door, so she cho
attempting to appear casual, despit

A server in |ighaMaegsleraf fgar by ap po
beverages?596

ol dl'l have the Nightsilk brew, 6 s

0An excell esmti dghdieae/,ithghe He t hen
coction, topped with crushed desert

She took a sl ow, l ong gulp. The dr
refreshed her, the beetles adding &
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After some ti me, a babXYopempperaappo
pl ative. o

oVarek, | presume?0

OWhoos asking?é

OMyra Thornfield. 6

0Then | am Varek, 6 they whispered wtf

oOYava simmers with many culinary mart
expand my skills by using my talents

0Thatds a grand aspiration. Tel/ me ,

El arion | oved mingling with commoner
tourage, she had ordered acome&kledadasw
hare stew, infused with rare golden d
She gavenga arseciofunsthie had created it.

0Such passion and knowl edge warrant

thing for you tomorrow.déd Leaning cl os

0Stay at the Golden Dune Reasftl,y t wo bl
0Thanks, Varek. See you then. ¢
Cheka eyes glanced at Varek as they
Heart thumping, nerves on edge, she

to the door, hopindtt hesé owwwo creeper

Outside, she I|0ao0kseede hacekm.anad dai direar
to take a quick breather and calm dow

N 7

@ X%
By Voasr ekki rections, Saffa walked throu:q
bread. A modest si Gol meanmkibdhprevBRad e $ Nis

Lanterns spread |ight across scratect

OLooking f oirnmk aeomaen? 6a & ked -dreiyeidn.g he

00ne night. o6

OFive silver coins. 6

0Considering the state here, three s

0ltds five or nothing, 1 6m afraid. 6

0ln my travel s, | Ove | earned much, 6
dered through scorching eserts and

e

d

romance and adventure. 6 Sh slid her
tions: | oAneloipnpeosrst,unliutsyt .f or | ower pri ¢
a break from this monotony é somethir
intimate tale? For three coins. o

He breatbAadl deepghy, three it is. But
door on the right. o

ol t wi || be, 6 she promised, tossing
the stairs, found the door, unl ocked



Jef fer &Bagnhe wWVanrd Vol . | - F@e7ry F

sighed. With Jareth being barely a
cl es.

She slid her gear under the bed a
her mavka transfor mati on, Saffa had
Should be a piece of <cake.

She strolled back downstairs with

OYoudbre back so soon, 6 the infAkeej
an odd sensation in her chest, | i k€

ol promised a tale, 6 she murmured

OPl ease |l ead the way. o

She Il ed him to her room &nd waatt i
time, and it wasn?ott oruecche snsga rwi ttho af e

Mot her had told her many stories ¢
tion on her mi ssi on, relishing a ¢
grand storyteller, dseatprtesshare c

OWhat s your name?d6 she asked, h o

0Gaden. 6 Beyond his attraction, n

She must calm him down before ste
gerous.

0Gaden, in the heart of the fifth
forth. 6 She caressed his arm, hopin
to Soren in her worl d. A surging e

ner veswivtitbbhrmlteeasur e.

Arms shaking, he groaned in pain.

0Shit, shit, shit!déd She attempted
to him. This had never happened to
ot her hand to pull it away.

Hi s eyes closed as he coll apsed ol

Devastated from harming him, she

0The potion!dé She rummaged throug
cloth to dumpWakedown ®Rle®askeroat.

His eyes fluttebDed odpedml Wi als|l 2 egp@
the worst of it.

0Yeah, 6 she said, heart thulmpi Magt h
didddn pack the potion, | 6d be screwe

He nodded and stood, but hi s anxi
bot hered her. She wanted to | eave h
But he must rel ax.

0Gaden, I can see youlOre nervous.
breaths. 0

Over a few minutes, his breathing

Confident in hdob bavenasteebhergswni
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|l ot better, starting with my Kkiss. o
0Ki ss?6 he asked with a scrunched feé
0But | do, 6 she said, nearing him. ¢
He di d.

She gently pulled him close and ki s:

l'ips. She backed off, smiling at hi m.
He opened his eyeso,Newvwededplhl wmsnhy tsp

heard of Navians. Are you a demon?b¢6
oONo, Gaden, | 6m just a girl who tell
He sniodclk ewoendd.t meet someone | i ke you
oDid you enjoy it?6
OYoubve been a bright spot in a tou

behind his head. 0The cheka killed my

Heart aching with his trutdf@dam sdmiy
When did it happen?56

OFive months ago. Theyod6ve amped up t
to it, except those who are marred by
Unwilling to risk her cover by gett
t he @Gaden, I hope your | ife gets bet
0l guess, 6 he said, head down.

With her index finger, she bDDbted h
for me. Pl ease?6

00Okay, 6 he whispered. OEnjoy your st
She closed the door behind him, sat
heartless chekas, powerless to do any

heart heawy Wwiotsls. Gaden

©@ X% &
The | ast remnants of night etibédcWwion
a weary growlds Aplgiegled, as h&apdaoned aro
from no sl eep.

An insistent knock banged.

She cracked itdepannoyedepkragnsgeek

o0You hardly | ook ready for the day.
in thirty minutes. o

olnterview,dé she said, forcing her e
pack on.

On the wabk et &tariaonthe quiet nig

al most fell over with sl eepiness. At
tour .
On her mi ssi on, she had ridden thr ot

had thrown in hlemior 9df hayr welrd vymeé .t o
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in that damn scrumpti ous Uwcsiacbes Iwhtiol

her title. The memory gave her paus

Hés such a nice person, and | hav

Varek gui ded Hhleirn etdh rpoautghhw aay ,h ebdl goeo n
adorned with bubbling fountains. T
wooden door. They opened it for he
hall way.

0These are the kitchens,d they sa
tantalized her nose. At the second,
Pavlo Greis waits inside. 6

0Thank you, Varek, 6 she said, br a

They grippBedsthereaven. your gear out
happy with you brandishing a scimit

0Sure thing. wi sh you well in yi
They cl asped ds, and Varek | ef
She stood at door, slapping h

N

Hi gh above br{ght,rpoofy white cl ou

of stout oak, iron cannons poked f
all ow aiming. All sails wunfurled, ¢
up froam@adach ern. Runes glinted, et

fimbwudning furnace inside, all owing
the hel m, hands guiding spinning w
side adjuspbpéd. pLbokoand in each crc

Two black flags fluttered i@s tdhem

bdila white fist, the center fyvwm@aemri |
and other creatures of varied il k |
work of worn fabrics and ar mor , conm
firear ms.
Their mission: to plunder preciou
Ni ght wind, while keeping some for t
Kaela | eaned over t hedepfoirnti tsiiodne voif

war mth and depth in

purpl edsBraagbn ten | eagues sout h,

mountains clear from subtle color c

shared a compelling tale of Nightw

chance to figpdi landhagdatmreoven entic
Il rvan stood next to Mer remuwfefsitng tH

a spectrum of r

5Vucari, or demon werewol vedsai obombi biett
a formidable and chaotic warrior.
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fireproof black cloaks with hoods to
from burning everything on the ship w

OHow | ong have you known | shethra?éd
a whil e.

oLet me see, 06 |l rvan said in a grizz
their pitiful navy during the Dread W

OFrom what | saw in Tesa, itds stildl
handf ul of surviving ships from the Z

0Shebds never | iked machines or firea
aglen cannons € you can solve a |l ot o

a dark orb. What happened?6
0l sh ordered me and Haldcamingfhe@ucae
why not go O6ut with a bang?

OFucking before the end. | get it. 5o

ORi ght! I already mergedoavint hl heook
vant age. When the doorknob c¢clicked,

He gave aolb®vd yndwairghdone a banshee,

0There you go again é Better | ook el

0So you keep saying. 6

OY&mow | dondét do your kind. o

Their friendshihp ss pdeemsnede cfeort urnitd sma

OMaybe itds for the best,d Il rvan sai

ol see nothing interesting down t he
through a gap in his cloak, in shades
makes you feel better. Maybe in a hun

OReal ly?6 he asked with surprise.

ONah. 6 She punched his arm playfull.y

OFine, Miss Kaela, the most beautifu
unt il my | ast breath. 6

OYoudre sweet, l rvan, 6 she said with

Every sddofstaggn,sohlmet hkepg ahds@olper gt e
al ways appreciated it.

O0You want a gleipnir edible?d he ask
out. Two glowing pink gumdrops | ay in

ONever had these before. What are tF

oContraband from Samatri a. Not sur e
me , they calm me down | i ke nothing el

She grabbed the other and shoved it
ness came, every sound crisper.

0That happened fast. I d&m a bit on ec

0Bad or good?6
0Could be useful i f we get attacked.
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0Dondét say stiyfofudllilké¢ i nkatus.kKael a
oWedre up pretty high. | think it
0Therebds the stuff,déd he said, squi
OAirships!é6 a woman yelled from a
0Ji nx, Kael a! 6

0To quarters! o she ye
t

!
Everyone scattered, he ship abuz:
ol guess itds cannon time, 6 Kael a
0By the abyss, wedll knock them o
ot her ship. OPrepare a broadside! o
Most of his crew scrambled bel ow
ol rvan, take position behind!é
Both ships formed a |ine and desce
patrolled near the horizon, with st
gun barrels. Her sharp eyes observe
oval shapes.
OMore ore please,d6 she said throu
run for it! Charge to port!o

A frantic chase easuoebemrnat dd,e rpdaa
within five hundred feet by her gue
to fire, given the height advantage

O0Sweep these shitheads with col d |
With sharp right turns, both ship

Booms thundered. Smoke and iron sp
scent of bl ack proiwtd eal Is ofout nhcetdi chreerd f
One blimp took many hits, explodi
falling. The second took two shots
Annoyed dthetyakemdnout al l five in
and spread your aim!é

On the other boat , Il rvan yelled s
Bright red f | aosEheesr yfoinlel eddo whnelr6 v i s |
Those on deck flattened, but she I
from the blimps. A beat | at er , bul |
smal | holes in their sails. A few
har m.

This is stheagdhasy instinct telling

targets.

She floated to the starboard side
tance, surr oun dZende ybsyh eh uehso uggfh tp u rt phlee
to those in the casdd ebeatumark.t [Bgm
mi nut es. With only two ships, t he n
OWedve got Zmey incoming!dé I rvan



272 Jef fer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . |l - Fury Feed

While she floated to the stern, a st
splinters everywhere.
OWe canodt outrun them, 6 she said, m

ships. 6

0OAgreed, 6 he said before facing his
ver . o0

The beast strapped himself in with
way um.s Isrhigon began to slowly angl e upg
0Get ready to receive docking!é6 Kael
Crews scattered on both ships, worki
to sterndenbeatbmshppnels opened, rev
emerged.

They had practiced tde maasuvbefabe:
Hi s craft, speciall ydowrn rtod itdgres, wiwtoh
cannons protected all angles, forming
The ships shook with concussive roa
mai ning blimps. Their carcasses plung
Il rvan jumped dowhs tohitfpheadsetclkke otf u Ktale
completion. OAI I batteries prepare to
Pirates on deck tied ropes, tetherir
A tense twenty minutes | ater, three
of f, flying in a wide arc to perform
apart. Al dove, shooting out of the
save i1 osidageéedveir ribs. Only their ¢
by bl uhega-dehdgoen outl i nes.

Fear filled her foKamirkanesahd her st



OEmbracing |lichdom |l i feds ultimat
l i ke eating and sl eeping? Check. N
knew eternal |l ife could be

i Death and Di smember ment

i Chapfier 22

SIZZLING

n Ni ght wdisndc oQansctille chamber beneat
Isat in a chair against the wall,
Thehandsl cermson |ight flickerec
a humanoid shape. A bald woman mat e
ear s, she wore purple robes, hol dir
her red eyes unreadabl e.
oMael thra. Punctual, as always, o6 |
macul ate hair.
O0Mel at hdembom heows,ai d, her voice co
OHow generous. | thought 16d only
oDondét waste iit.o

0Did you create the u

ONo. | f thatoés all, |
|l shethra floated forw
and eager ?60

dead Zmey a
'l | eave. 6

n
0
ar @ Whlyamsas crmo

O0To rul e, puni s h, and ensure orde]
Feet touching down, ®&shlkeomyahaeas
staff. oOoOWhat veils you wear. | Kknov

0Such assumptions, 6 Mel athar said
so well ?6

OAfter thousands of years?06 | shet
fire. O0Yes.6 A subtle tug of war fo
0That makes one of wus. ¢

OBury vyour f edlidcrmigsh eatl Hr ay oruu bwbaendt ,
flaming hand up Mel athardés chest.
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them both, crackling and filling the
I know you still care. ¢

0O0Only about a job well done, or a nt
oYour <callousness is erotic. o0 |shet
changing to azure hues. The chandeli e
0OTwo minutes. o

OWith you? Blessed eternity, o6 |shet
forward.

0Those dondt interest me. 0 Mel atharo
el se. 0

0They might someday soon, ¢ Isthattthr a
OFor now, how about t his: I have a f|
order . But those who abuse such thincg
giving him a new name, allowing his a
Mel at har raised a bony brow, el di n
|l ight pulsed. 0Soren. Il s he willing t
0l could feast on your intellect for
0Soren. o

0Yes, 6 I shethra said with a slow | irg
00One minute. o

0OYou need encouragement? Fine by me.
mout h. The chandelierds | ight went ou
0This conversation is over.o

0l donoét think so €& You want this, c
ONo. 6

| shé&tshrmand shook, as iofLi fairg ot isrhge asre
qgui vering, t chandel i erfiabllwiazyisng wi t

he

Mel at har tilted heds shadfd jfeorkvad dd o w
OYou were saying?b6
you

0Dondét deny rsel f. Even a |l ich de
OFofrdt vy
0Shh, 6 | shethra interrupted, raising

mouth. oMy flesh to your fl esh. My pl
and brown blood splattered from her s

of Mel ateh aarsthse nomfmmo ut h, dar k, l ush ski-
ually examined her gruesome hand.
Mel at har t ouc hoeCdu rhieoru sne w hmoruttyh .secon
|l shethra snatched the staff, casti ng
arms arodsdheae. | Wehl e she kissed her
in a brilliant bl ue. She rel eased, Wi
I 61 | cover you in me and your <chains.

OExperi ment over. Fifteen seconds. ¢
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|l shethra | aughed, hol ding lh&mustad
ways say the perfect things. 6

7

0Ten seconds. 6

oMy | ast gi ft, Mael t hr a, one t o | €
silver tendrils of I|ight swirled fr

The | ich gasped, her first breath

ol dl'l summon you, 6 Mel athar said
hand. o0Be ready. 6

Al | fl ames doused. Qui et darkness

|l shethra snapped her fingers, an
kneeled, piG@G&kefdl ephheMelpat mar ds par
fleshy hand. 1t reformed, good as n

She inhaled all the smoke with a |

- o

& X4
Deep i n O6Moraemmmh elnt forest, El enmir
tion, the great circular tower appe
versed in forgotten magics, a cente
unf ol ded. d&nict €enmmisr comaédewal | s to ¢
preme words of power. Beyond a rul
enlightenment, a symbol of the el ve
magi | earned,ast Heimi td mlsist iac t he
night sky. % : '

At its pinnacl e, 3 per
accessible only thi or
tion. Pristine, hew! roc
magi c domain symbolg ntr
on its floor. Despi | 0s ¢
ing showed t hsskyclcey
providing |ight.

Calm, Lariel st oo i X
years ago, she had to
bébsnc#.avreest erday, fo

session to discuss the &f?éék on N
suspicious of Mgl atf hari an tnhga ti rno & chtete r
gi ving Bratgonddarmrikt lolrébsss  pMerl sau ihta r c

not enabling Bratgon to wield dark
to Nightwind masked her true intent
8Noreimbelruling body: a magocracy of so
unyielding law. Joining requires passi:|
Mel at har held the title Acheron, or |
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Brattgomachines worried her most of

steel birds, beast s, and missiles car
hast dmant hineacceptable outcome.
Centuries ago, Mel at har had become a
Lari el had | ost hope as her friend sp
stroy her, rlddlng Nor embel of her Dbl
stagefitahiemagpded sacrifice.

Al i zeh, O0tshd yermminawxwel air mage and he
had already found her replacement: a
whi msi cal and benevolent. None ot her
Though unprecedenthed,e ntcd aivieg wa sMavi & It
Shadows rose from the skull symbol
sheveled. She faced Lariel

oOYour spy efforts in Nightwind are &
Long ago, |l shet hra had hel ped Nor emt
adeeng conflict by causing their nati
of fer ¢ Isarivelces as gratitude, whil e
keep close watch on her old lover. L a
most sensitive topics at her discreti
00f course, Acheron. | Ilive for Nor e
ol want to extend your time on thei
their upcoming war wil/l be most wvalua
olt shall be done. ¢

0They are coming. Wedll talk | ater. ¢
One by ormd,(f siox chkeirgglseses appeared; s
popping sounds. They wore robes or cl
their symbol .

0Sisters of the encl ave, I cal |l t he
oLariel, you have the circle. o

OThree items. First, Bratgon has re
sphere of annihilation on Nightwind (
aid them in this necromancy and proc!
with her woawvesiadkedl £a,hgaudmegt hing she
woul d do. Just one week ago, this had

ready when the time came.
Me | atshasrharp gaze met each womands ¢
truth. Let the guilty step forward. 6

600Accusing a sister required | engthy disc
proving took pl ace; ot herwidse fatlkee &boes
such a duel forfeited her position, and |

i pants perished.
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Al l stood motionless in silence.
o0Only three of wus wield deathoés d
standing on the wind symbol. OEvant
0l dve been training acolytes for r
the squabbles of distant nations me
ONor me, 6 Vesna said on the stone
their feud. o

OAli zeh. 6 Mel athards voice was fr
Al eyes met Alizeh as she gl ance:
0Yes, 0 she said, thrust.iInga dberrisnlygis
chaos to mveaeapphmiter | Ni ghtwindds ¢
Samatria threat eNsduweosuab |neodr tthheirsn. bAoc

you of incompetence. Resign, or ©be
o0l shall not,é6 the I|Iich said, her
An organized debate ensued, moder
standing on eye. Kai | anib,] uef rmibxed
on rain, abstained. Everyone el se Vv
Mel at har and Alizeh stepped forwal
ORhi an, 6 Mel at har sai d, operform |
Pale with white robes, she stood
i ngMe nMiesrelbuenxv al um. 0

Eight tendrils of l i ght rel eased
symbol, spreading into a glimmering
oOoYanay begin, 6 Dane told them.
Mel at har stood, staff in her right
With an arrogant smoNVkentAl etéh poi
Swarms of crackling silver orbs s
hornets.

OMortacsug, 6 Mel at har i ntoned, ev

causing burns.
Shadows sl ithereddosromeber bBeaf Mmai

abruptly as the lichés burn marks r
This duel woWMe |l eaStshaadrammamadi afkl de a
ter magic would allow countering al
skill ful use of magic might allow A
0 MenMelrcarga! 6

Crimson | ight soaked the chamber.

Al idzsehst aff with a resounding thund
0Somsugo. 6

Bolts of dar knedsss sstvaafni ,f rroing htth ea sl |
into the barrier of f orce, scorchir
Shadows wrapped around Alizeh, su
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Mel at harYout aeeds.ecrate this tower wit

Doont | et, hlear ibeli tt hyoowght .

Ali zeh would seek to end the duel n
atb@arsoul stones, only disintegration
at hardés head would allow her to win t
from in ti me. Al i zeh r emaiifinleadr iuven a whaa c

avoided rreivre@l pmigorn tcamnver sati ons.
Ali zeh trembkedr andi gnobds gone on
fresh bl¥edt+CGriafifdégcaar ga! 6

FooLashél thought.

Al idzsehst aff spit endless crimson 1|ig
cacophony of thunder. A tornado of it
her high, ravenously tearing her <c¢cloa

from the fury.
Thedlsi cshaff | eapaddi nAot AUhdehdssoéx

splatted against the barrier, parti cu
edges. The lichés purple robes floate
As the onslaught receded, BAbizkhbhl| gt
remnants splintered apart on the grou
A slow grinodosplepd,omnAll sheh shoved
mar bl e floor. o0lt is done. Dane, reco
Me |l adtshasrkul I fl oated. |t slowly turne
in the eye sockets. Like a puppet rai
skeleton. Her |l ost robes Ilifted, wrap
0Those are mine, 6 she said with her
Both staves flew into her hands.

Al idzsehj aw unhinged. Some sistersodo ey
0Such a novice. Youdve | eft yoursel
Al i zehds chest, Mxd dait hoarrt .idht oned, 0Ge

Twin rays of putrid green shot out.
her stomach.

The |lich dropped her staves and opel
air aGs Adolzeh and torso split open, e
wound, flying to wrap around Mel athar
trail of blood, shandhiagdiahe $heeé¢ttr
matter down her fingers.

Al i zeh detonated, showering the duel
Mel at har tossed her prizes away, the
as hissing steédmoemanated from the
The |Iich ground her teeth while fl es
|l i ke a magnet, it spread over her ske
0Sisters, with this culling, our cir
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Dane, record minutes and ti me of de

Both nodded.

Lari el gazed down at the mess, it
ger of this enclave. Despite a twin
chin 1iftdsnggr eNotrermbgd od, a nids hoef reael
mai ned resolute to unseat Mel athar.

After ambling toward a rising |l ect

in a thick tomeds ionuctlcuodmen,g wihteh pdraotv

7

fatigue, Saffa pla

3/

Wei ghed down by

concealing her scimitar inside. Aft
a spacious kitchen.

Morning | ight streamed through tr
and ingredients |ined shelves. Cen
with cupboards above. Ovens and | oc
in Ubsabehowned culinary scene, she

Master Chef Pavlo Greis stooadgadr
and-skamned, his piercdtnrge gk eady heayiers,

spotl @ssuohgebdbr m, heated her cheeks.
OHell o Myra,é he said with a ster
for Ursabelian cuisine. I hope your
fashion. o
0l assure you, Chef, my abilities
Arms unfol ded, he wal keWedlolwas ele ha
The noble house of Kaulensho expect
favorite: a Phoenix Feather Tart.o
Relief came, and she tigbtdeeatdeheld
her mission and knew how to make it
O0A fl aky pastdry,edf iflrlued waintdh dswrer
cinnamon and golden honey. A true
Precision and creativity are key. 6
0l accept the challenge, Chef Grei
OLetds see if you can make the de:
0Al ways preheat! é she said, |ight]
her hands.
He | eaned against the counter, st
Determined to susctakedsamgdamei i otr hiN
to work making dough with flour, s:
chefs in the castle do. Sidor , one

how once.
Hi s annoying gaze | oomed, his int
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curiosity dominated his emotions. He
eyeée¥oudbve a uni que wiabyo lodf, kyneeta ddienl g ctah
oJust | i ke you. o
He raised one eyebrow and grunted,
at the dough again.

Despite his annoying gaze, she asser
fruits and nuts, drizzling honey, add
tingmantea ti mer.

While the tart baked, he stared, unek
She avoided | ooking back.

The oven dinged, and she opened it t
aromLhef , this is one of my favorite
ing the t épo

wm degodoludenwith a discre:
n

She set it o a counter.

He shuffled over and dsasgredmpihes tt afri
shook his head at her, sighing |ike s
I naileleithobghtth!hi s attempt to ve
ONot bad at all , 6 he sai d, smiling.
the top so crispy and delicious?§é
0The desertds taught me many things,
all about knowing wheanatTamd nhgo w si toe vaepr py
you think?¢6

OYour technigqgue of wusing heat is qui
tured the essence of the sun in a sin

One dish &dwnplawedt hegotart on a s
another yawn.

O KR

oYour tart was good, 6 Pavlo said, t he
just the tip of the cactus. Now we <co
Sorbet. An et hereal desert dessert m
wi t hi ni nag scprayrsktlal cact us | efamy. s tTenrei d LB
é refreshing é delicate é full of [1if
youdl | end up with a clump of magical
OPrepare to be dazzled!dé she said,

it

He handedobazzlaed,aryou say? Thatds u
She readEndchanctaed ,cact usSa& rwhier eabnsd tcl
instructions?§¢6

Arms fol di ng, he | ooked el sewher e.

Basé amidght as well grab stuff.

She navigated the Kkitchen, seeking
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Somet hing resembling gudadthys. maydec
| ooked Ii ke fruit, and being near
fruit portion. The | eafds purpose s

OFeeling | ost, Myra? The desert c:

Hi s eagerness for her to fail br ol

oldll find my way, Chef Greis. Ju
the fruit, b uits hiet ddidahddt wamdperlat @
need a distraction to think.

Mi ndf ul ocsftMcatimérng, she cal med hel
It sparked, catching fire.

He r us hoeTdh eoyv elre.ft it on again!é

This sorbet $dsuncdedclrielaen. f d&ti kker he
sugar and cinnamon, then injected h
frost. It crystallized. She added ¢
fog swirled up.

He battled the oven fire, l eaving
gr ay I|qU|d and dumping it over the
more fire to give herself extra tin

Thick liquid spilled on his apron
fl amBg.t he Hell s! o

Pl eased by his mess, she grasped
gently wrap it around the fruit. Wi
|l ayer . Hands rel eased, she noted ir
withihky, pcasting a bit of fire ins
by its appearance, she hoped for ar

After putting out the fire, scorc
growled, stomping over, |ifting his

OMyra, yourr @emarslkeallad.i obhi gl mar ks
ance. 6 With a spoon, he cracked it
Il i ps, and they flattened. oOLet me |
portant. Your f 1l awdr smneaerde dt anm r ew e et

talent but need to refine and focu
passed. 6
OYour critique is invalTwabdewhhe e f

covered her mouth, hiding a yawn, ¢
\\: \1\ S )

Saffa folded her arms, confident ir

Pavl o handed d&®¥oura Iresti pehaslhleenge

gl orious show of Ursabelian cuisine

Take youriittidome , 6 Myrmpl i cated. 0
A ridiculous amount of i ngredient
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Complicated? More DBitkevenumia#tei mpossi
0l have a question. 6

He grinned, shaking alrirso ghaenad warny tphoes
Fuckinbt asahbétd. for gelatinous yet

resulted in | umpy batter. The second?
0The desert is wunforgiving,d he saic
wards patience and understanding. Per
An hour | ater, she stared in sleepy

not f Il uff y Heerl | ge ldatmm au 5.

A raspy sigh gudMyread, fyomun tdwe tha osai
but the Oasis Mirage Cake requires s
vinced youodre ready. 6

0Chef, | can do this, 6 she said in e
f ast | earner . o6
ONo, 6 he sai d, ending with yet anoth

0Some things are beyond oneds reach.
fine art of cooking. 6

OPl ease, Chef Grei s, | 61 | stay all

together. 6

0O0Ask yourself, Myra: are you ready t
winds, to tempt its soul? | think not
someone | ike you is better suited fol
tasks. O

Someoné&ol wekg me?Hell s would she | et

of fensive 1 nsudtt .h aAv ek idectheecnt isohno uwadrnd s
mavka power s tooWaiintv,a dceh ehfi,s Indivned .g ot ar
Give me a moment. 6

0Sure Myra, o6 he said, his slanted sn
Saffathe gewyt head t hought.

dm going to put him in his place, S
She strolled behind a stocked shelf
Sl owl y, she transfor med. Pl ayful ness
prankster.

Arms folded, she stepped out, her te
at @Pamvli o, did you say charm and temp
oMyra'!é he yelled, stumbling back. ¢
Shit! For gwitt it ourcd emdky myshd fdaw her s
wooden fence surrounded hiPavclooasci bst
me.d0r¥Y®@uenamor ed. Fl ustered. You must

0The cheka wil!/ have you! 6 he yell ec
oDWhat . |l . Say. o6

He groaned, holding his head.
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She detected his ment al fortitude
ment al attack, bending his mind 1| ik
Hi s will powers,sMypmed. he said, ey
0Thatds better. Now get over her e

kitchen. o
oOWards? What ?6
0Shut wup.©o

He shut his mout h. After an awkwal
Just for spite, sheStdaercd dtelde me t | it k
Mot i onl es s, he stood.

0Good boy. 6

ol have an itch. 6

OLeave it. o

His arm twitched.

OLeadieShe wandered | eisurely, | ock
could wipe his memory and cl oak her
oYou, uh, have é wings € and tai
OHave a demon fetwahkindg waéfékb the

with confidence, flipping her tai
Wi ngs.
oMyra é what? No é maybe? No! What
0l tds ti meifivoorh.snoanye dfowne, now.
He scratched | i ke mad.
ORoll up your sleeve, 6 she said,

Vous.
He pushed one up.
She dragged her fimidse xwarim gkir turpi chi

sweet and sour tastes. FatDgluiecivawng
Every touch caused him to | augh al
oPavl o, I di dnot know you were so
OHuh? | was just reflecting on yo
bit of a mess. Maybe start fresh. |
OWrong. 6 Arms fol ded, she scowl ed
oWait, 6 he said, brow tight. o1l d&m
0Sure, Pavlo.©o
oYes, well é clean up and begin a
Mot her had cautiemaddnggai msbont hiies$
empowering. Plus, she needed to pac
and get payback for him being a jac
0Certainly, Chef Greis. This ti me
matter, only having fun did whil e n

With an exaggerated yawn, she swe
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and into a basin. They | anded with a
cupboard, grabbing stuff, including a
0Sandfruit extract. How much?5¢
00One teaspoon. 6
She fetched a mixing bowl and empti e
0Thatds too much, 6 he said, brow cr e
ol prefer a é lsiam@gniyext?ére for my

A faint bl us b Ytoiun gveodu | i Kk nohwe eless.t , |
She rubbed his arm. Warmth spread tF
He moaned.

ol know everything, Pavlo.d She t wi
OWhi pping cream!d6 she exclaimed, spyi

oDefinitely not. o

In a second bowl, she poured it all
to splasthLdeks clhiele&k .1 dm a bit of a mes
licking the creamfadftf rwiatcth elde helgammgtste
t st howBlooreg witdhei s, she tossed ranc
bowl without <care.

0Did you check the recipe?6

OHush, Pavlio, 1 &dm the chef. Let the
your mouth. 6

OPl ease, no.

e traced her finger ar
th | aughter.
his for me?6 she askert

0
OFuck yes. 6 Sh
He squirmed wi
0Can you add t
counter.
He grabbed a measuring cup and begar
She pushed his el bow, and the flour
the cup, dustingPthéeoconoweyoabdef mad

OMyra, 6 he said, throwing a fistful
cloud of it Ilingered in the air.

oltés just perfect. Watch.o6 She add
rainbow dough. For sheer amusement, [
crust, his gaze following each arc. |
catchemambviesd eyes. 00o0ops. 6 Without |
her head. |t |l anded back in the bowl

Back at the counter, she kneaded, b
cream beckoned, and she began stirrin

OPavlo, 6 she said in mock frustratioc

He took the whioslk, tlaakpepsi nag wcha rl eef. udl | vy

ONot i f youdre me, 6 she said, hands
forced the whisk from his grip, flick
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in the bowl. A tornado roared in he
into oblivion. Cream splattered eve

OHow are you doing this without h,
an hour. o

oWoman power . 0

oOWhat power ?0

0Say it, Pavlo.oé6

0Say what, Myr a?é

oOWomen are exceptional, and Pavl o
0l am not! o6

0Say6. slhte said, her voice a psioni
OWomen ¢é are exceptional é and Pa

She | aughed with joy, dipping her
ing to hinmGhrefa fyloouurmussht. try my cr

t wo eroeveemed fingers, tugging on hi ¢
Tastesme whispered in his mind.
Hi s mouth opened, and he I|icked h
She pushed him away with another
dabdls it not |l uscious?0

0These flavors are mischievous sp
mirth and é mass. 6

OMass? Youd6re so funny, Pavlo. 6 C
pl eted her dough, crafting a dark s

OMyr ar“

oLook in the bowl, Pavlo. 6

He | eaned, oWwal dowsndthaodk right

0Shh, itds perfect. 6

oltés disgusting. o

Perfed&tt mur mured in his mind.

oPerfect, © he sai d, noddi ng.

0Thatds right. Now hand me three

0Theydre not in the recipe.o

0ltds a special technigue é Creat

He grabbed three eggs, placing thi

She grasped an egg, hol ding it ov
she squeezed tbeaekg with a sudden

He jumped.

Shells and gooey innards slurped
wi ped her gooey hand off on his apr

OFol l ow me, 6 she said, taking two
bowl , and he foll owed. She handed h

how itds done. 6 She chucked her egg
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into the bowl. o0Yes! Beat that! o

Brow furrowed, he | ined up his stan
exploded against the counter.

oUubh ¢é youbve made another mess, 6 s

0Clean it up.©6
0OAt once, Myra,o6 he said, finding a
oPolite Pavlo I'dm going to call you.
He scrubbed hard t-oreanpdvdd ys psoctr.api ng &
0Good enough, Pavl o. Now observe. 6
After putting the rag away, he star e

She grabbed the mixing bowl and a peé
tents.

Hi s concerned eyes tracked each sl or

Her pour done, she tossed the mixing¢
into shardshwith a

o0 Myr a, it shattered! 6

OMuch |l ike your taste buds are about
her tail. Pan in and timer set for at
wait. o

oYes, we é wait.o

Tant alizipngesmades fl ooded her mavke

a suloHavepuyou ever savored a Vine Pa
new flavors and stimulating experienc

ol €& havendt, 6 he said, face red. 0)

ol |l ove wusing it to fitsausptpel eé oMo |ttheen
bursting with a hot, gooey center. 6

OQuite distinctive, 6 he said, a ner.yv

0Yes, 0O she purred, dragging a finger
gentle touch and is full of surprises

Her i magination ran wild with seduct

The hour passed with her regaling h
| aughing and flustered. When the oven
pecul i ar, burned ar oma.

OReady to see our masterpiece?6
oYes, Myra.éo

She opened the door, and smoke wafte
OMmm. 6 She sniffed, moaning with fake
oven mittens. The burning hot pan soo

With a twirdl and foot flick, she sl ¢

OMyra, your hands! Arendt they burni

ONo. 6

O0Why?06
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oBecause I d8m a woman. 6

oYeah,d he whispered with a nod.
At his side, she set her cake dowl
While he inspected, his face made
his ti gogMyrkarows®. have a problem. 6
OAre you sure? It | ooks wonder f ul
0OYour cake has a soggy bottom. 6
0OChef Greis, 6 she said, fingers c
quite scrumptious i f wbud apdeoach i
ol suppo but this

OYouol | take a big bite, 6 -Ishkempup
tion, blowing a frosty breath on it
rience its moist, crunchy richness.
He gazed at -ftihlel esdi zsapbol ocen,, sllionpes w
0Thatdéds ¢é thatodos quite a | arge mout
OMore is |less, so |I insist you tr"
Henodded, took the spoon from her,
bul ged.

Chéwshe said, pulling an empty s
backing off with a blameless smile.
He chewed | aboriously, eyes scamp
pression portrayed savoring the fin
Eyes flickering with confusion, his
bewil der ment .

Her mouth played with a triumphan
surging. The pleasurere@dlimadd nige thi in

oltés é itds quite something, 6 he
tasted nothing quite |ike it.o
0Some things, Chafe mémesi, s ,t i drhe sy nia
allure of a soggy bottom. 6
oDemons? What demons?5¢é

0Shh! o

He covered his mout h.

She gave him a ment al suggestion,
knowl edgment, a cherished culinary
He stepped back, offering a tenta
eyes on hers, and his fingers exten

OA handshake? For me?6 she asked,
stifled a | augh.

After cloaking her mavka for m, s h
recent memori es, replacing them wit
her humanoid sel f.
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Their ment al connection ceased, and
dan&vel | é done é Miss Thornfield. Wit
spice up our Kkitchen. 6 He handed her
come in through. 0This key accesses

stairs, t hi efdt dobreosmen hep for di nner
Grace tonight. 6

OEl arion. 1 06m certaiimaheadli ngfi nd my
OMi ss Thornfield, our goal is to carg
oWorry not , Master Greis,®6 she said

But who says we candt have a bit of Db
OYoubdbre unique, b6 he said with a bemt
prepare to ignite the dukeds pal ate.
After cleaning everything up, she |
the hal/l and stairse|] mhetl doghbdsunga

OAdvice for mavKki. The best w

ay to
i Navian Nirvana, Tales of Ta

nt al

CC

i Chaptier 23

SEARING

n her quaint r damandafdfi d or enveamtde & at
IA wooden nightstand with a | antern
She reflected on the interview wh
absurdity: she had I ed a master chef

securing a pobGs tdleaf swi tPavEllareé atni ng |
Spl endi d.
A knock c¢came, and shedespenefiot mef doon
With her mind tired from coercing Payv
Ba,imamam
She jolted upagThteauni fsaccrammpée rAfntger s h
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the chefods attire, she cracked the
A woman with wavy red haiorYoandnupsit

My r a. I dm Liori s, entremetier chef.
as our poOtissier chef. o

OPl eased to meet you, Lioris, 6 sh
serts. o

OExcellent,éd Lioris said, beckoni
so | etds not keep the kitchen waitd.i

Anticipation sweesrmhweas tdg odight Smatf f

|l ouder as they ascended the stairs.

ol f you have questions, just ask.

Beyond the tone of heMowveigenddenaf
to shake things up.

T

161 1 have

ol wi || hanks for the offer. o
At the kitchen, Lioris opened the
phere, a symphony of culinary activ
oOWel come Myra, 6 Pavlo greeted. He
Sahir, a bearded male sous chef; Br
mal e poissonnier <chef; Zafir, a plu
our | emeteeenwitch. o

The male chefs snickered.

0l suspect her creations are magi (
Pavl o? | heard from a servant you ¢

terday. 6
Brom chortl ed.

OLove your sense of humor , Myra, 06
0Gl ad youdre with us, Myra, o6 Lior,]
Pavlo | ed Saf foaCrtemmtae symalrl doecwretrd!
delicious Phoenix Tai l Tarts. We ne
Ami dst har moni ous chaos, cour sse o
seared desert fowl, the sOpsi cneoss ean dw

her mout h.
00rder wup! o6 Pavlo said.
Waitstaff ferried dishes away.

Pavlo | eaned on a Myouant ewi,t hg aozuirn ¢
about yourself with the crew. Wedre
I n her chef per sona, SafmhaSciokmurEk
found me in bustling markets, | earn
vors. When night fell, elite kitche
ney, filled with discovery amd Chad
Pavl o Greis. Heds revered even in ¢

eyes. 0To be handpicked by him spe
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recognizing potential .6

Pink tiihg edheakvd .0 Hi s ego soared as
the enchanting Myra Thornfield, whose
added mystique to our kitchen tonight

May her dishedebbe t@adpmtsi. v0ating I|i ke
The chefs murmured in agreement, i
atmosphere of jovial, prof essdisonvaoli ccea
| ower ed.

0Speaking of tales, [ heard a distur

Her eéwe go

Pavlo cleared his ORhRromt Ni ghtehoddsg
tle, |l egend says Queen |Ishethra coll e
King ,behet hbpaght, anger rising on t1l
si de.

OWhen full moons grace our night sky
cl ouds, releasing them over her cast|l
spank each other at drunken tea part:.i
The besanyyoard ?milmi cs or outdoes her pe
per sonal cloud nappers forever! o
Laughter erupted.

Saffa rolFlueki mngr peyesrt.

Pavl o oNiigghhadvi ndés eccentric royalty

ing. o6

0Thatds one word, 6 Brom said. o0But |
oDo tell, 6 Pavlo said.

OHe bathes in |Iliquid gold for eterna
' i ke his head! o

More | aughs burst forth.

Fat her being mocked tortured Saff a.
fire.

Zafir, stidAnd aSafhfialg, Tkay dsay she n
her lullabies é else she candt sl eep.
Many in the kitchen doubled over wit
Smoke crepts fapomnSaff a

OMyra, 6 Pavlo said, oOyou seem bothe
Nightwind and its €& charming royalty?

She wanted to 6ltasiWNodutas MWMytr ac d lhled s py
must remain hidden.

0l dve heard the tales, 6 shetsaéed,| ad
never dare set foot in Nightwind. A p
her eyes, forcing her fire away, pull
o0Deception and darkness. Nailed it!¢
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Tight in her chest and bel |0y fgrrem
good did IlIittle to help.

Pavlo clapPpedr onpefor course two! ¢
action. A sand eel roul ade took cer
eel fillets, seasoned with desert h

Course three neared completion: a
rotated in front of Zafir and Pavl
amining the roast.

OMyasasist, o6 Pavlo said, not 1 fti
her a smal/l brush.

She noted a tiny pool of Awatee rwamd
revenge. Her fingers twiddled, the

His foot shifted, and he slipped.
the roast.
At one widtsh htetng ,s &Sladd a spread her

The bowl shattered on the floor, :
Everyone gasped. Staff swooped in
gaped from the roast to Pavl o. Lior
Saffa gestured under her apron, m
oOPerhaps a bit much, 6 Pavlo said.
OA bit much? It was the entire bov
it ol |l be spicy. I 61 | adjust the pre
oZafir, itds my mistake, 6 Pavl o s

Sabésahappiness rocketed Cthfdedm t he
ONeverMymiaBda,ck téo your tarts.

She resumed her dessert prep, sen
putting her at ease.

The kitchen bustled while Pavl o a
ing off excess basting, adding mint

o0Thi s will temper the heat, 6 she

Pavl o orgaims zeldatihemg.bo@a®r der up f
guest gets Liorisds sauce. 6
Waitstaff took roast and yogurt s,
0OThamR&wsl, 0o, 6 Zafir said, nodding. ¢
OA team effort, my good friend. o
Sahir cdeAXlhlalteldi.s extra effort for t
Brom smHekeda charmer with snakes
El arion |l oved exotic food, i ncl ud]i
0Snakes?06 Saffa asked, feigning i:
OHis food tastes are unique, o6 Zaf
rare viper venom. O
0l't doesndét kill him?¢6
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OHi s wizards use a spell to Il et him
On her mi ssi on, a wizard hadhatast e
venom from vials. She had | oved the s
rodi si ac. So could her ther mal tracks
this became tolbbemoushe Wiwdul d | ure EI ar
OMyra, pass the crimson dew dressing
Daydreaming, Saffa handed over each

Lioris poured the shimmering dressir
A vivid mission memormy wWhimpkedoduSaff

bedchamber. Atop sil ken sheets, theyd
ered nearby. Sandal wood scents entice
for the first ti me. Near |l y ghehri ne qtuoa It |
floor. Shedd stood over him with hand
o0Do you always take command so natur
0ls the great duke not wused to givVvir
oYouod be surprised, Hei r Saffa. o6
Night windds cust oms, using princess i
El arion did, much to her happiness.

OYoubve earned the right to play wit
ball bet ween her hands.
At hi s s udgdg ebsltiinodnf, o | sdheed
her finger on his wrist,

him extra ti
his pul se ha
he cl ose si
®

coll arbone, foll owed by t Z
promi ses of howodhendttadkefhihmr ®plkaeda
chest.

And this Whasswhge et ddd her being a dc
gun explaining, shedd | aughed, having
After commanding him to undress, she
talizing hdtnr iwpttehasae .sIVohwtd keedlaed slae
his Il egs, her flaming finger pushing
ing session i mmensely and had taken p
abel for Samatria, heod given a stand

Kitchen noises found her ears again.
One she must BGsasrgréateNi ghodi ndhe t ho

memory, but she must proceed with her
A vial of Gol den Scarab Honey, al so
She seized her chance, l acing all tar
this wup, Elarion would request a meet
00rder up!o6 Pavlo said, and staff ce&
After i nf or mal conversations, Pavl o
0 Myr a, your weekly wages are here, 6

handf ul of silver coins. 0Ten coins
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coins to her. OMyra, punctuality ar
0OApol ogies, Chef. It wondt happen
more careful spiking her desserts.

He squwiAmtoasd. your Oasis Mirage Cak
unusual . 6

OAh,f oonhgeddtay e staé d, shrugging. o0Tas
recall . ¢

ol mustdve had a doubl e serv
A grin sprédduohatdegé Bhipsg b
Servers returned.

OEveryone |l oved the tarts, 6 one s.
Pavli o owWelmeddone, My r a. You outdi

ing. o
i te

N N4

@ K \» . i
Three weeks Dass sceadmaw haidleer | @afwfia h t h
many | onely males to harvest ki froc
One day, the palace kitchens buzz
news arrived. A r olyadshmumdd aenn o r Hoeau
l ensho entered the kitchen. Two coc
OHi s Grace commends the exception:

meet the chefs tomorrow evening af"

audi ence after your course i S servVve

0Congratulations, 6 Pavlo said. 0Yc
haps youodve attracted the dukeds sv
Ne xt morning, Saffa WwWsed alsdre sk n ow
perfect -tgigfhtt: bd amscéks rosuttafnitt ,wiftihr er e d
an onyx | ash. Pl easure and pain, al
Back in her room, she admired the
designs come alive. Covered in this
willing confession. She smacked th
hi m. Wi mbrdadbei nant thought s, ear |
At night, each chef prepared their
shared thoughts about what the duke
dute favorite dish, whil e Sahir

sSp
claimed hedd be offered a head che
remained curiously quiet.
After each course, the chef respo
doors andrdidnn. Hushed whispers ar
departure.
Al one after servers took her dess

6lA snakeli ke dragon with two | egs, win
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pepspferom a cupboard and fpHEltadiideiiiiohst o F
pepper
A cheka soon stroll e¥Xotuuhwoudgh-colme své
With slow breaths, Saff a rwalsked tmea

and sweet spices fanned through from
|l ay beyond those doors gquickened her
kitchen, she stepped through. The doo

» w7
AN 4

@ X4 &
Saffa entered a posh, decorated dinin
and Hous ed Kawil eetnesrhioe s . Gol den chandel
mar bl e floor s.

Her gaze rested just off Elarion, pe
a window, his flowing, short br own ha
featur es anfidburuksecdu luapr shiunicded t heir | ast
e for her. I n her Myra persona, an as
demeanor .

Beside him, the re
ent oiramgeés, | adi es,
vi siexs ted through gr
door s. The cheka re
folded, standing at
unwavering on her

El adsomsil houett e,
moonlight, awaited.

proach. ¢
Thés etbhaarti thoonte voi c
Her footsteps on me
On his face, he wo
royal nged slormas a mor
She sensed nothing f

sual . Mot her , Rol an
counci l members also blocked her empa
never revealed. Wi thout a ment al conn
ful, warm per s®nian whoius dbedonlea mluer .
OMi ss Myra, the dessert sorceress. Y
possess extraordinary flair, perhaps
oYour Grace, 6 she said, now at hi s s
harsh critique. I embrace that risk e
2Wi t h a scovil |l e sbcsorder aogfo nl ,f6i 5r0e, OpOeOp,p elr sna

spiciest food.



Jef fer &Bagnhe wWVanrd Vol . l - FQ¥%y F

o0Many have tried to intrigue me, 0
apart?¢o

Hi s col dness i n i6gtn obrotnhge rh elre rg.u eosl
present thae aoahaekpeoged Surprise and

0OYou equate yoursel f, and a story
whil e he faced her. oO0OHow odd. o

ol f desserts tell a story, consi d

Hi s gazed drifteldibackndw!|l gdeé mamy
makes yours worth sharing?d

She inch&declyosesh | offer refl ec:
has ever crafted a dessert that mir

He chuckled, rich abdkehyoxbBoayoan(

of desserts and adjectives. How am
creations?96
She neededhtarcdlall | enge, I embrace
OYour audacity intrigues me, d he ¢
Anot her evening, maybe. o6

Gracefully, she pul b&duoutGrtalte , dh:e

dared to experience Ursabel ds dragc
the coldest heart. o6 At the end of t
up and fed him one, sil eWhemgt né wo
goodbye, he had admitted it as his
her e, her earlier dark confidence ¢

Fuékhurting him is gonna be tough

He faced her agadThelwli trhe amoraeg cateau

She sniffed ODAstidaelyedthamilge Ilyedt .sc
with |ingering, u n r efil sehnet i pnugn céh esdp iocu
one i nch fidpumchhts ccahtecstes you off g
mamnk With a final f oot shuffl e, s he
can be arousing. o6

The cheka advanced, obSutta nil adroiwonn W
chef €é one without guile. o

The guard stopped, his eyes uncom

tions remained hidden.
0OYou compare our encounter to a di
She waved the pepper ne¥ouhi 6r amoe

times unexpected flavors ignite fi

wi ne, its notes deep and cool . Pair

gence €é |like a mysterious chef meet
OYouodre ¢é different. Fi ne, | et 0s

pepper and bring it with the wine t
with her and escort her to my c¢hamt



296 Jef fer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . |l - Fury Feed

El ari,ont hseweiecty head thought.
No hutrhe fire head added.
| know, Skadnid.m Buwtr rly .have to do thi

The pup whi mpered in her mind.
She boAvedyou wish. o6
The cheka foll owed her out. El arion
stone.
@ X8 &

I n the skibdess cnoeaasrt ,BrZzamiegyonc| osed i n on
0Theydre coming in high!dé Kaela yell
Three flanking Zmdyrtnhr ditreeree dnobr ®w ca

All flew above her ship, their red si

craft, turtled on hers, it might coll
ol rvan, defend my bow. I 61 | protect

rotate. 6
OYou heard her, 6 he said to his crew

your fire until two hundred feet. o Tr
bow and gave the same instructions.
As he waved his weapon around, cl oud

three Zmey.
OMake every shot count, 6 Kael a said,

as red oval s. OAim for their ribs. 6 1
hoped cannon balls would explode on i
She | evitatdesd uapwseivdeebliwsg gskriagply t o unl

and fl ames.

Three Zmey c¢closed on her port side.
oUnl eash the abyss! 6 she yelled, her
A dodbtler broadside ensued, f orcin
Smoke billowed as iron balls flew. Al
fi®re showering his hull, igniting it
sounded. The turtled ships rotated to
but the Zmey angled their flights, <co
Si x.

oDarkfirel! 6 she yell edfansoetehienrg pgeorlkd
Vision. Magic and precious minerals ¢

consume everything!é
Two cannons retracted on the top hu
t

I
They cut the hull apart, carefully l

6] mbued with death magic, darkfire burns
is nigh impossible to douse.
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the fire.

OFire at will!d6 Irvan yell ed.

A continual battery of cannon fir
ice, and it plunged.

0One down, two to go!éd

The remaining two dove at hi m, r G
assault howled with fury, whipping.

Five.

Thredbotedignatures neared her . She
fire would take out the two on eact
sl ow them with her tendril s.

Cannons bl ared, red splotches zoo
bones. The two flanking Zmey dove.

Dark cords shot from her hands, e
flights.

Smoke spewed as two cannons above
them down. l ron found its mark as r
met abdaakf@dire. Pieces |littered both

Vucari c¢climbed through a trapdoor
tom, where more scurried out near h
bars to remove darkfire infected hu

Three.

One wvucari beneath caught fire, I

near by human cut his rope harness.
She could save him by capturing h
fected fl esh, but not at the cost 0
she had mawdenshchggdedi si ahwayephkat
Sonic vibrations screamed from he.
the |l ast Zmey. Brilliant red consul
debris cast away by her voice.
Pirates everywhere cut more and r
scended.

Two.

OEveryone fight the fires!déd she vy
Bright Dblue overlaid with dancing c

More pirates emerged, swarming t hi
I rdansnowstorm covered the two di
One fell, smashed by cannon re, |j

fi
his cradawns sitpsimdeabove his head wi
An explosion rattled both ships,
darkfire spread from hull to bow. I
through bodi es, casting pirates awe
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sprayed | ike ball i®&d aclbmdhk ,s.stTiheleien g mi
fire spread on his chest. He coll apse
Zer o.

o0Kael a! Hel p! 6 I rvan cried.

Startled by his rare, panicked voi ce

to scuttle his ship and salvage anyth
Crew and an assortménstdetkt hPngsat kel
toss-pbwadek bags over to avoid detonatf

|l arge hol e, throwing splintering oak
hands from both ships wor kedltiocesurnthest
could, and patch up darkfire infected

With resonant groans and creaking,
ri pping a smélsl sli@agenofdf her ship

Blue ooze spilled from his @m&atha hi
€ | think this pirate é might be done

Though banshees havétnerphysiecal bhe:
her . She grabbed his hands, watching

ol rvan. No. Stay with me. I can hel p.
Youdl | l'ive. 0

He coughed, vomitingobl mieghkt udhhbutits
€ pierced my hearts. My dear Kael a ¢é
have a wonderful eternity together. 6
Crew fought blackfire while her shirg
Sadnesdtwdwell gn hi m, so she worked on

had experi ment efdf owi tpfghl emes wriengorofuteinl i
Hal drads body c hbaanngsehde ei nhtyob rd dd a rglali inn
both. The new form didnidtts neear tt ob date
with | rvamnedaa@dlainsedaee hybrid, maybe sh

But shéét cbuédk it until they returned
With her best friend about to die, sh
ol rvan, | t Mibryk mergdamgs ave you

0Kaela é no é just | et me go €é You ¢
mi nerals fueled her I ifeforce, granti
more rare and valuabl e, the greater a
larl vy, srhtehdidn gd iled ¢ ermeliimi N@a vs lme had ex
before. Some of the crew jokingly ref
0ltéds no trouble, my friend. Wedll|l w
handi ngeatby ovacari, before flying in

They became one.

64Aquatic Navians, master swimmers and abl
water magi c.
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The new entity st oodi hsetrr csrhgp,d oswsa r i

|l ong, bl ack fiery hair combined wit
Some pirates gawked. Others went
was commonpl ace.

Her ship splashed down. Pirates h
short distadsecawpye husnedi with da
Il rvan, aft erd vseo enaarnBye ecbebnbtdusrti hees , r oy
chest and threw them overboard. Sha
torso. Darkfire still burned on the
a warm sensation. She casternrhamnd ¢r
hers back from the vucari, donning
Combined with her thermal and dep
nar field appeared in her vision, v
date. Texture from nearby things ce¢
This is how you see and feel?

Ec-hocation.
What are these strange bl obs?

Col or . Red is heat, blue is ¢l ose
orange, ahd fbeownsedouo it.

He scanned his new body, moving h
marveling at his appearance with se

ing a Keaaidtahedt .f eel y ou. BShuaed otwesa r
from IHiils vaywes dpeal gavede che .

You okay with me inside you?

He | augh¥Yaouoddicecempeleyd. t o ask. Wil Ha
Nahpl $§hee fine.

A reptili amfCapgmr mac?be d.

Kael a, you speak for wus

0l 6ve saved him, and we are one n
spectral and his deep tones.

0Sails will be up moment ar iSliy %k oWen
Ther&l, | wei sembark to raid. o

OHow many | ost?6

OFourteen. O

Justnit wenkt gft .

0Thank you. Give us a moment, and
The creature |l eft to resume repail
Il rvasthe thought , tpiB&wawhkwar disntr
t hought s, movement&l | amrda ptoiwee .s . MAd
the same badymepart at the same

65Smal | mi ni ngd g onwar ti me By ta,t groinpe with mi
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0l shethrads | egendary seduction-of Ma
l ong honeymoon of passion throc
i Navian Nirvana, Tales of Tant al

CC

i Chapfier 24

SCALDING

affeat urned to her quarters, chuckl
out . Tioguhttf ibtl aocnk, <Hlse apulilred olver ¢ Hh

l ash, orb, and invisibility potion
wine and three dragon fire peppers. L
updo. El arion would be spell bound.

Back in the kitchen, she crafted car
mi xed with a bit of dragon fire peppe
with a spicwwirfdalded. hddat hlelranad fr om h
t o pteirofnec Four tarts went into the ovV¢

OYou, 6 a cheka said, entering. 0Co0me

These bastards need to | earn some me

She carried her dessert tray, foll ov
i @ palace. At the private entrance,
ornate door, flanked by basmu statues
door. They traversed a familiar grand
door , maHkedebKaul enshods basmu embl e

0The dukebds quarters, 6 he said, kno
instructions. 6

ol will, 6 she said, smiling and snif
woul d spoi l her confession

OEnter, 6 came a deep voice, and she

Excitement bubbled with her disgui s

she must subdue El arion and force a ¢c
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Be niadde glieasyehead thought .
Skadnids maegtbteern ti f you take a nap
Their presence waned.

Good dog.

She found his chamber a mess. No
Lioris, disheveled, sat iamtavchaiel
his many flings, he r efmanuwmsewa lr efsoprec
il k. Empty wine goblets Ilittered ¢t
ample |light, shining on a | arge. mat
She sniffed, the familHearwasnatnsd atlow
OMiss Myra.o6 Lioris gave a wave,

Saffa waved back.

0OYour Grace, 6 the cheka said. o1l 6
ONonsense, youblsfi dtshiamglsdggietrsdd roma rt
knows what | mean. 0

The redhead giggl ed.

The cheka growled with irritation.
0By my order, good sir, 6 he said,

and shutting the door.

Saffa stole a quick glance at El e
ri dged abs. Pelei cictuy pherds éli fid érisw sptu i
a |l ot of work!

He pulled on a silk shirt andMirsest

Myra, care for a duel ?6 he asked, s
gets first bite of your treats. |f
Glad to see him in his playful, p
chef out of her el ement, poised to
soon, she would turn tfhbeo ttha bnheenst,a ld i
i cal

oBut , Your Gr ace, |l Odve never touc!

OHow fortunate for me. 6

Lioris chortled, r adlsatngme elre gtothd
for styl e, silliness, and witty bar
OFantastic idea! Mi ss Myitdeyidéinov
your €é sl aughter. o

Saffa gasped, hol ding a hbh¥odrt &rh

pl ease be gentl e. Il dm a tender, i nn
0l dm afraid not, Miss Myra.?o

Saffa set her dessert tray on a d
the top drawer, with | ash nearby, f
the dresser, she approached him tin

When he handed her a foil, she fu
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it up, warmth crawling over her skin

He began a basic fencing |l esson, tou
0OAny hit with the tip scores points. o

Hés about to find out how well I kK nc

0OYoubre so adept, Your Gr ace! Coul d
ti p?0

oltdéds simple, Miss Myra, 6 he said, I
garde! o

0l dm sorry, Your Gr ace, what does i1
wor ds, knowing it meant their duel 6s

0lt means prepare for annihilation! ¢

Lioris doubled over in |l aughter.

OPl ease be merciful!dé Saffa said, st

ONever! o

She forctedowi hgiper foil, sliding it

He ki cked otChaer effouill, bMicsks. Myr a. We do
fore our fun.©o

0l dm just nervous, 6 she said, pickir

He charged.

I'n a frantic moti on,c hselsea ,d esftleepcptiendgy
scream.

OFive points for the dukeb®s precisic

Saffa yelled, charging to throw him
he stumbled into a chair.

0OThree points to this chair for near
said, pointing.

OYou sure youdve never done this bef

pointed at her heart, he advanced.
She inched backward.
At tlhe menht er , he swished his foil,
a while, and she I et her guard down o

One of his thrusts neared Osert icghi m,G
you again. o

oPerhaps | | et you. 66

0Two points for the duke, and one fc
OMy witdés worth at | east three, Lior
0Three points for Miss Myrads wit! o
OWhat about my wit?6

OFour points for His Graceds vast ir
He nodded, a smug grin playing upon

With much bantering and fl ourishes,
culated thrust on his groin.
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00o0ps, i s that area not all owed?6
OAmrayiesa abl bwedai d, cheeks reddeni |
Lioris burst int aTleau gloti enrt,s s polra sh
racy! o

The duke Il unged, foil l odging in |
oOYour Grace! That tickles!®d

OMi ss Myra the tickIlish, 06 he said
nesses. First rule of cow@beeg tdri ng.

El arion wanted to perform andMXdurir
who do what? Hel p, Lioris! What shec

ONo hel ping the damsel . 6

The redhead | aughed so hard she d
wi ne.

161 1 show him what this damsel can
She drew on her sword skill s, mi n
f oot forward, she rel axed her right
attack.

Foi l in his | eft hand, he spun ri
She shifted her feet, right foot
Spin complete, he thrust hhandoire
to catch her weapon.

With a quick slash up, she disarm
struck him with her open palm, shov
ing both foils while | owering her |
with sharep shwiasdh essnnapHped up, her ha
tresses. She flashed her most wi cKke
Lioris stared in speechless surpr|
0That was €é unexpected. How is it
and saber ?6

She | i f todd Hlers acbheil n,. wies onmees tsearc cahlalr
ers sharp. Lioris, how many points?
Lioris pOmped hopsand points to Mi
OA thousand i s dramati c, even for
oYour Grace, I was lucky. You wie
mat c h, | 6d be at your mercy, no do
i n. OHowever, your surrender woul d
ORetrieve your desserts, pl ease, 0
She sauntered to his dresser and
her apron in the dresser drawer .

He sat next to Lioris, tracking hi

By his side, she 0bloweed,i eevxet eynodui nhga
Grace. 0
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He took two tarts, handing one to L
t abOlPai.l | uMpy faa c hai r ,

With her foot, she shuffled a chair
saying her name.

OAn interesting mix,dé6 he said, t aki

spicy punch. What a combi nmaapnan .fG | He |
t hr ee oglonbel eftosr. you, Lioris, and one f

Each took a gl ass. He raised his, of
To fluster him and as®dmrt ther spd miyn
l'ife, and this wine. May it cool our
Lioris glanced at El ari on, who snort
clinked glasses and sipped their wine
For herds tdheolw,i n,eunchy fl avor bal anc
oltdéds |l i ke a winter oasis after a de
OA paradoxi cal mar c h. Li ke tonight,hk ¢
Silence hung in the air.
She avoided his eyes, walking to a |
at twnoorhsaldmi dst dark cl ouds.
oLioris, mind if | speak with Myra
ONotalat Your Grace, 6 she said, stan:i
He escorted ohdrortic ,t hehachksr .f or j oin
ti me. Have you?b¢6

oOVery much, 6 she said with a bow.
OAre the other chefs treating you ri

She grimaced.
OWhat ds going on?6¢6
oPavl o. Heds rude and offensive, but
ol will speak with him. | f he doesnd
O0Real ly, Your Grace?b6
O0Yes. 6 He faced the cheka. OPl ease
retire for the night. o
0l protest! o
ONot ed. Now see her safely away! 6
The cheka |l eft with her.
Doubt creps mhbhd &Safbhe |istened to
raging within her, anticipation build
Back inside, El arion c¢closed the door
@ xX& &
Saffa nibbled at her tart by the wind
I n the corner, El aoYon sami mdt imé sofb

She was also fearless, spirited, and
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With hiocukeclersona, she might in
sel f, but keeping her Myra cover r
used.

OMemories can be haunting, Your Gr
speak of . 6

oOWhat do you see when you |l ook int
OA hard | ife as a woman in Sni km,
o0Many |l ong battles, al/l l eading to
OWho are you?déd he asked, gazing u
none so bold as you. 6

ol pmst a woman who believes in se
the spice of |ife?6

00r seeds of treason. |l 6ve seen |
power ?0

ONei t her . | seek stories, experi e
shifts, but stories? They endure. o6
0So charming. But words are wind,
match was a game. | &m surrounded b
more. Why should I allow you more t
OFencing is a hobby, but my tales
full of wonder. 6

OFul | of wonder, 6 he scoffed. 0 Wh
spirits and fanciful mai dens?6

OMy tales are more than stories.
into a delectable riddle, ignite yo
OMagic?6

o0Yes, Your Grace. | need you to d
0SS0 you can assassinate me?6
00nly your senses. Pl ease. 6

He wandered to the dodolrd manwa rtnaipnpge
try anything funny. 6 He strode to
While she cleared chakars Heldl &shes
ready. o

Taking posi bsonenthethesheomtood f

duce El arion into revealing Ursabel
powers would break his mind down. F
K i si mmered. Shoul dewi ngpbkaades amdl s
| ease.

Mot her told her a story about Eri
from an infernal siege, met amor pho:t

perfor mance.
oYour Grace, 6 she said while bowi
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t hraed t ale of whispers and |darbe aenss ,a nidn

The DanceOof Amaakenind&rindell e, await
He yawned, motioning with his arm.
0Beneath a canopy of stars so bright

in the deep of ni ght . Softly, her st

heart, a stormf6s beat did sound. ¢
She shuffled closer to him, d0lmmes

Erindell e, dreamer with visions vast,
OFire tricks. How é quaint. o
Confident, she crooned owVitthh aervnesr ya nbd

fire stirred é hinting at might, that

With a glance at hifimn sumeu sruatl e d elsipso

stories. Undederredessheflaonged stars

within |l ay secrets and ties. 6 She cor

OPureness and fire, waiting its time

oguiding her forth, dispelling the gl

A heavy yawn howlAe ds afurnoam amids at hsrtooarty

recipe for é&é sleep.d6 And he stood, ma

My r a. I think we should both retire. o6
Panic burned in her chest, her chanc

the door kn®dd .stThemriosmsed and swirl ed

OPl anning to burn me?6

She strode to his side, herdo Ohd nge anfo |
you donot behave,i nydouurg eGryaocuer. eFyoers naon
magic. | promise youdll remember this
He ambled back to his bed, a sharp s
at theeaet. on with it. o

She wandered ®sac&kentoert,heamdomer voi
worl dly tones as she sang:

I'n I ands unknown, where decei
Erindell e found gates, their
For what | ay beyond was not me
With fiery heart, braved a s
Oh, Ebradelkl ¢ han tales foret
With heartbeats of fl ame, an
On paths untrodden, she bol
By stars and her flame, on p
OMyra, your voice, itdés not é human,
his gaze.
Maybe he | i kes demons. How usef ul
0ltds my magi c. Now prepare your sel

chandeli er, readying a shadowy dance
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darkened. Twin moons streamed dim &b
ONo words of power. How interesti:
0Shh. ¢
He grunted.

As she |l ifted her hand, a fiery c
turing his attention, she hurried t
roém shadowy edge, she trotted, malk
|l ash from the dresser drawer, hidin

She tiptoed to his side and snapp:¢
in dim crimson. Ful I of confidence,

oDance with me, Your Grace. 6

Breath stopping, he stood, mouth

oYour Grace?6

0Just trying to decide ¢é whether
€ or dangerous. 6

0Two Myras are better than one, 6
made for Soren, thoughts of him fl e

00r more troubl e. | &m not sur e whi

She waltzed him to the center.

Al so unique about him he coul d f

Guided by her thoughts, heBy fa equy

river, 6 she whispered, OErindel |l e s
i ng. Drawn to her mel ody, a man apj/
worl dly. 6
0Sounds | ike me. o
oOYes, 6 she said, making her <c¢clone
them together, and they danced the
0So young to have mastered fire.o
0Thank vyou Your Grace, 6 she said,

i sten and b
behind he
i n
and

[ guiet. |t wasndpgi jiutst
ki

gazing up

of

e
rrsong. 6 She spread her
to his gray eyes. O0Whi

I

power ove. All that she cou
The warmth of his breath tickled

as he gazed down at her. Il nside, th

his ki. She fought with al/l her me

wardly for a moment.

OMyra, you okay?6¢6

0Yes, 06 she grunted, pushing him b
in a crackling whoosh, charring her

OHe sought to ensnare her soul Wi
sisted with her innocence and fier
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ping vipers, she made
h with mild interes
o hoops around hi

hands. Like sna
He swatted at
The fire curle
0She unveiled

Y
t
d t
h
ry for all . o6 Sh
S n
d
[
c
d

[ decaediltl uwiitnha tae ds dchni g
e reformed the fl ames
g embers on hi m.
fell, sitting on hi s
re swir.l around hi m,
oYour fire tr ks | 6ve seen before.
I n an el egant ance, the fire made t
to make it sol i d, to avoid burning hi
together, maXd indv eo nee ébn nanl y my power
o0oBondage and a ballad, 6 he said, til
0Do you wish to hear more?é6
ONo, 6 he said with a cold smirk, wa Vv
Hell s out . 6
Tightness squeezed her chest, pani c
0l dm joking. Obviously. 56
Rel i ef came as she stifled a | augh,
st er'Wa.t ch t hat cheekiness. o
0And i f | dondt?6
Despite enjoying thiselbhhtéenciabeahe
OWhat a way to go. 66
A fireball spat from her flicking f
brows with it heat before lunging fo
warmth soothing her stomach.
oln the days foll owing, word spread
f or ms. I't drew more of them to her vi
An unfamiliar sendsiai isomachonmgpodeawitF
Time for more binds.
At her ment al command, some of her
rings around his ankles, forcing them
OWith each encounter, a dangerous de
nal s, embol dened, sought to claim her
passions, strength, and ki .o
She asked the binds to forceoBhe f | ¢
reali zed her emoti ons, when channel ed
ol nteresting chains you wield, 6 he s
oDown, 6 she said, using the binds to
breath quickened. Ready for t h | as h,
twirling it.
0 Wh a't do we have here?6 he asked

e
[
S

e
hi face, cast.i

He stumbl ed an

She made her f

i

S
n

e
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kitchenware?é
o0Only for the €é spiciest recipes,

title on purpose. At his bedsi de,
under siege from the Hells. o
0Spicy Myra é youdre sieging my &
0l 6ve only just begun, 6 she said,
flames sizzling to |ife around it.
and she coaxed him back to the room
sl iorerisi m. 0The infernal swarm stol
nited. 6

ONever seen a |l ash quite |Iike thi:
0ltds my warmup | ash. Now for act
0Speaking of warmups é |1 0m €60

ONo more talking!bé
0So assertive. o6

0Shh! Engul fed in the infernal S i
|l ove, she became unstoppable. 6 Her
scents tickled her nostrils.

He sniffed with &WYes mokgs adnemd me i
You want t-of haatt ar bakies ?06

Frustrated by his banter, sohkd awai not
one more word, and | 061 | bake you!bd

He raised a brow.

OAmi dst doom, Erindelleds ki asce
emer ged, conjured from her fiery s
her, forming blazing wings and tail
ol f | may, Myra, 6 he said, taking
binds holding fast, oOoyoud6re on fire

O EIl a%h wirdvwapmedh
He grinned with anticipation.
Unable to resist her mavkka ntdred n sef

a holy shout!é Saffads chefds -teéot |
sistant black outfit. Her azure win
l ong tail pierced the back, ght apeid
azur e, l' i ke her hair. Muscles bul gi
she emit teldi aghawligr y

0Seriously? Youdre a demon? That
Despite her mavk@at foemse sthies smiirdd,
self floating into him, picking his
wal | of stone appeared. She began c
He stumbl ed backward, hol doiGeg hoiust
my mind! 6
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With telekinesis, she mani pul ated th
his arms above his head, pinning them
ONo more jokes, El arion, 6 she mur mu
isndt overcl Wmédxe at its é

She hovered, her wings | i fotDirng, nf Iby|
honor and | ove for her village, Erinc
Each infernal creature met their end

A flaming whirlwind howled around h
the room in a gusty mess. When the flI
its full grandeur, her wings cooling

Empower edmibryarmee, doohe gl ared down at

OEl ari on, she accepted her true self

its safety. 6 Feet meeting the floor,
S q u efietziegdh t .
Eyes wandedYaow,é heows@rae ,é what é? A
l nsul ted, she fli OlExd ulseer meds P etr hvagrs

sit. I't might help with your bl abber:i
oBed. Sit, 6 he said, eyes bl ank. Th
peared infatuated.

She uncoiaheddpobé&edt &aiim in the rear.
He shuffled to his bed, her restrair
She fl oated oveorEl ahranodns, oamr eh eyro uh ipprse

| ogue whegwebtHura ol daesbt!l ei nf er nal ?

OFirst time for everything, 6 he sai
hard. o0Show me. 6

And she became Erindell e, a mavka do
with shock and awe.

Deep in the mines of Sil korn, Kaevan,
for their new combined form, l ed a pa
plunder. Corpses of rabs Iittered the
Red shapesimaper odchdeaem.

ORetreat! é Kaevan said. But this phr
tually meant to flatten on the ground
Everyone dropped, avoiding musket fi
Kaevan charged, sweeping their trid
waves. Howl s of torment echoed. Red s
We sbhvoeulddonge Kaélbkalahgless uingegwo .body i s th
®m just gl ad wedr el rnvoatn ftahl ol uignhgt obvaecrk
skirmish a few hours ago had resulted
ments. Luckily, nobody had died.
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Crew asndomplushed carts.

Euphoria filled her as she gdHonlipys
shit, Il rvan! We wondt be able to fi
oSuch | oot, 6 a vucar:. said with a
out! 6

oltoéll take a galleon to haul it
OAnything beyond the carts is youl
With fervor, the crew | oaded cart
per sonal burl ap sack@®t tsot otph et hberriem.
pockets, pants, shirts, even hol dinr
oYou all are hilarious, 6 Kaevan ¢

to carry stuff.
Encumbered by their prizes, t he ¢

pushing the carts. OQOutside the mine
sliddisght pirates pulled each with t
After an uneventful return to thei

i an O0OsWei dnust go back for seconds! o6
A passionate debate amongst the pi

to tHWes grewbl i ng. Spoils mattered |
With all treasure and everyone ab«
to skirt the sousthheweosrte choeaasdti nogf t ®al
I f fortune faorreavy hwoyl Bm@att goaot i ¢

OMake your heading west by nort hw

southern island shone whviitsei dm.r i n
0OAye, west by northwest,dé the vuc:
0OKeep me apprised, 6 they said, wa
Bel ow decksdsi ncahbeirn,c aap tlaairng e , fire
by an oil | amp, one she used for sl
As rai ds égoe,astyhiva rhontdd oweg sl te.f t s o m
The®ml wejust have to come back. Wit

Hel l s yeah! Remeddshaul wsé&n we rai di
And you al moét dtcedetmenli keot h®db |
They s ays tahicrhdartn.me

Il rvan!

I remember how fast you fdtewe atf.t el
you feeling?

6Morozko ruled Galadon and its neighbo
Mi stveil and Wydmgaaded wagedeat uwoes
signed, both sides built giant whEkehgues
neutrabetrtweeninThis zone and theodgthen
out the real ms.
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161 1 be fi mSehef darhraemwo thtear cweak. of f |, n
l ay their fi &odw e oa ng roena tt hfer ineand, I r v
They rested for a while.

Muffled splashes came from outside.
Damrmiet t hought .

A boom shook the ship. Frantic knock
Shi t, Ooldrevoapnp,i ntgh ebyo mb s !

Kaevan hopped up, ran over, and yank
o0Captains, wedre under attack. We n e
Up the | adder and on deck, they scal
of shapes, showed Zmey and airships.
side worr i ed Btrhaedng omrmoasvty .of al |

0ltds a fucking trap! To quarters!é

ONo man m

ayfAfsemr vei tt hweor mae t wirlsl hate o
and des

pise the other. You canna
i Voraxmor Scripture

CC

i Chapfier 25

SOLACE

oren spiraled through dense azure
SZeIene held his hands while Chast.i
stood in an enchamtldd fwodghsdew dlailnkdle i9
zarre trees stretched unnaturally hiog

bl ack sky above, bl ue, gol d, and red
a nearby stream ofursglaegdk.l i @gl @rufr pll ef

grass, and huge pink mushrooms compl e
0l dm going to find food,é Chastity s
0Chastity! 6 Zelene said. O0ONone of tF
The mare nickered and wandered of f.
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Sick and dizzy from the portal tr

Gl oves of f, Zel ene touched his n
war mth cal med his churning insides.
He gazed up with gratitude.
Her stormy bdSier ery,esi snett hihg syour f
ol f you dondét count Saffads worl d
olt takes some getting used to. Al
0l dm amazed how your touch heals
oAl I mav ki possess this ability. o
ol know, bduitf fyeoruernst .i sPetacef ul . Saf
0lt matches our personalities. Dec:c
is good, and she feels genuine r emc

0She abused her possession, 6 he s
pathetic and undervalued. 6

0Soren, would you say her mistake

The ritual. He hadbésopgescecereneabloart
soothing I|ike nothing he had ever
even. o

0She may have experienced similar
her . o

A long breathbhlegoaepsedybusérkipsght
and your voice € it just makes one

0So kind. What do you think of my

oltés wonderful. Did you make it ?:

ONo. | discovered it |l ong ago. It
here since ¢é0

0OYour consort?06 he asked, the sadr
€ | shouldndt have brought her wup. ¢

oOYoudbre fine. We came here often.

i nti mate conversations and meditat.i
OWhat was her name?6

oOLubov. It means | ove, though she
l'i ke Saffa. o

0ltéds a nice name € | wish you col

OYour sentiment is appreciated, b

with me?b¢6
Meditation with Zelene to clear h
|l egg®di et time with you? Yes, pl eas
She removed the weapons from her
thick rainbow hair. When she press
retracted from her wi ngs, and she |
vealing a pl3he tbheam kumshtirdpped her
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of the alrimoeg .pamtgsa underdrse dtelx t matec hdd
him, she mirrored his stance.
oYour armor, 60 he said with awe befo
down bashfully, owho made iit?6
0ldrys. Clear your mind, Soren. o
Eyes closed, he became more aware of
battle and his death tormented hi m, a
OHear my voice. Let everything run i
emotions. All are a necessary part of
But the im ery, pain, and angst wor
O0Rel ax, fr nd Soren. Open your eyes
He hated t s imagery, so he opened
Before him she sat with hands toget
er black clothes. Like Saffa, she po
ing rainbow hair, her slick tail cur
| del@eat @d wings with white highl ght s.
nd out, enchanted hi m.
Wow,0 sshsen,hlee d lhtoiufglnlt , Gheasho@ta,l psheatc
houghts. YoWm aGwihears umeg.e dZ e laennde ,h el
etrayed Saffa again and offended Zel
oCatthmysel f. No need for apologies, o
smile forming. OHow are you feeling n
Sadness and depression from earlier
shame bit ioBettheés. sBomakhcandt stop
0l 6m not offended by your attractior
no shame between us. Dondt fight your
and allow yourself to think and feel
t doesndt bother y ?6
t t
y

Q T S5 =

o

ol ou
ol flatters me. Letds put such con\
matters. May | sit b you?b4é

0OYoudbre right, and yes, please, d6 he
She scooted odleet @ thiy trkifd a&gaien.
He did, though having her closer nov
0OBreathe, Soren. Keep them closed. V
He wanted to respect her wishes, unc
Eyes cl osed, hi s Dbdrse agtuhiientg asmboiwaendc,e t
Il n sil ence, she matched his breath f
0l shethra wanted me -ftroed rvaadrnd sy oaf i mo
we begin?o6

Zapped out of his reld@alxtkewWe sreauer, rhee:
this. o6

OWords of Pomtrmn, mVoh. rhrieEer t ome. | <
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copy, but it might take you a |ifet
0Those archives are a disaster. |¢
oYoudl |l use your spirit form to m

power in your mind. It uses more ki
oOHow do | move my spirit?o6

oYour spirit arm and hand extend
with your other arm. 6

Head tiIted, ey &g re ntstee anpdth,i nhlge

With her rough fingertbpspsshegbar
cupped her hand, dmagging tinghraogec
Astonished by this new yetoZememhe.
y

é still feel ou. How?od

oAl Il mav K i can connect to the spi
hand might be, and a pleasurable el

0Zel ene ¢€é6

0Yes, Soren. Take my hand with yo

Focused on her ethereal touch, he
her . Not hing happened. I n frustrati

0Sor en, believe é Have faith in y

For an hour, he tried. Confidence.
arm mi ssi mg. hled pi ovidihdrexperi encing

| believe in her, but not mysel f.

Do you believe me?

Absolutely.

And | believe in you.

I f Zel ene said faith could work a
odictated casting away doubt.

Hopef ul in her faith, with a beli
touching a spiderweb, his spirit ha

0l feel you, Soren. Now rel ease m

Fatigued, he tried many times. Wi i
faded.

o Wel | done. You must rest now. Whi

The | ast words out of her mout h

shoul der

Soren practiced with Zelene for wee
bex-bet ween attempts, they explored
i f e, frustrations with finding part
bondi $olkeddwi th dbep beawvtashei bncr e
di scussed the Dread War and her | o



316 Jef fer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . |l - Fury Feed

beauty, hi s eyes fifaosu nddi dh ehre rnso rhei nfi.r eBguu
feelings out of respect. For the | ong
hi m.
One day, with hegpigreisthisedi sipgel It heu
shi mmering barrier appeared in front
0l candt believe it! Zelene, it work
OYour dedication is commendabl e, Sor
OHow many days have | been at it?6
0OThree Yava weeks. O
oLost track of time,d6 he said, fati
falling for €6
Sl eep came.
She held him under his shoulders, (e

oY oius what he wan€kbdstotensaiwdft htrot |
O0You two need to kiss. o

O0Al ways so blunt, my friend. But thi
OHeebhl kgs you. Stopé moving so damn s
o0One cannot rush such things, and he
oYou know she wouldndt care. o
oOoPerhaps ¢é but I shethra will. 1 won¢
0Shebds a softy now. | bet she even v
For you. |ltds been one hundred year s.
0l dve felt his longing. ltdéds grown
0Yeah, yeah. Obvious from how he | oo

Aryedweel ing it within?
Gaze firm upoaThism,ushqeusemmaedhas st
The mare jumped, 0aZejloeynfeu | ynoeui dgvhe egroutf

Pl ease. For us both. Lubov would want
oONo, Chastity, | cannot, 6 she said,
0ln a century, wedve met nobody | i ke
OFor the greater good, | am. o6

The mare groaned, kicked tédédugt akbs:
hi m. Ofuyo wnrefesdetedei ghs this good you s|
The mavka staredBaponrmtwilhle har &l skty

|l shethra told me before we |l eft. We n
hirsei gn, whdat e kel yt opearcdstves. 6

OFine. We rebirth | ater. Al t he mo
together. Pl ease. For us both. ¢

0l 6m not one for casual flings, 6 she

0l know. Neither is he. Let your f ece

0Chastity, my dearest friend, t his
The mare roaredetoemelenPlseasefore.
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The mavka sighed, a crystal tear

OFucking Hells, Zelene! 6 the mare
Soren sat up and stretched, his ga
0Zel ene? How |l ong did | sleep?b6

0Twel ve hours. 6
oDid you sit here the whole time?
ol did. o

0You didndt have to, 6 he said, hi
you. 0

0l dm here of my own volition. Car

Her mind and serene visage foiZmed
|l ene, | suppose you know | dve had f

ol know. 0O

O0Despite your pgogosesPiooyoul échmde

oOnly of care, support, and frieni

He had caught her |l ooking and s mi
here, but perhaps he had misread it

0l dve dishonored|yYonu swirteh i my st the e
you. 6 Though he didndt want to go b

this messy situation. O0lf thereds n
Unnoti ceds <<Lrhawtt ipeggeked t hrough sg
A long quiet came, punctuated onl

trees while the dark mavka stared U

0l dm going to give you space, 6 he
go back. ¢

As he took a step, her rougbSbaed
€ please sit.o

He sat in front of her , hand in hi

Ancient and wardanYowteand midleow parea
whodve shown such extreme care and

pul ses, a pleasurable tingle came f
his body.
The omsarfei ery tongue flicked out.
0Zelene é | didnoét know ki transf
her situation of no consort, he sh
entice without consent and must be
OYou deserve this peace, Soren. C|
He gasped at the sensation of pl e,
i ness. A tear spilled from RIse aesye

pi
Zel ene. Reverse it.©o
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oONo, Soren, this is for you. Youodr e
More tears fodl Idofnrdd mttii sn ke yseos. When i
Silence.

0Tel | me . Pl ease. 0

0ln Nightwind. From you. 6

oThre2& Wwedkbeé&fore that?

0l dondét remember . o

Hi s t hr ooaYto ucbhroek esdi.c k , arendt you?bo

ol ¢éé¢

0OYears? Decades?56

0Twice from Ishethra in the | ast yes

Hi s headltddgymémedie said, vision bl ur
everything you need from me. Please. 0

0l dondt wish to harm you.©6

0And | candt go another second knowi
Be sel fish. Do it for me i f you candt

A fiery tearddeshodiown the mare

0Do | have your permission, Soren?b¢6

0Al ways, Zel ene. Now and forever. o6

OYoudbre not my consort and are wunder

ol dono6ét care. My ki is your Kki. Tak

The mavka breathed heavily and nodd
hand fidnYowrg dhémserosity is remarkabl e

She I'ifted his hand to her | ips and
gushing from his frame I|Iike a fire ho
vi fisoredge closed in, forcing his sl un

0OYou | ied,d6 Chastity said, scurrying

You hatfeeneslee ngs for himé Butkyog, éZéle
bl e. o6
The mMasvkmuth sl anted out at bot h en

al most | ike he has Lubovds soul, Ch ac
of fering before our bonding?5¢6

0Yes. She was so good to you. And yo
Now do it on his damn |lips. 6

0l wondt do that, because | 6ve hidde

0l know your secrets. o

oONot all . ¢

oWhat is it?6

0l 6m joined with |Ishethra.é

0OYou sl eeping with her again?é

ONot for millennia. A different join

er ed, then vani shed.
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The dnarfeiery eyes dil ated. 0By t h
l um?6

ol devoured | shethrads soul s, cas
her . o

oWhat does this mean?d

0She maintains the blood portion
worl d, our rebirth will take days. ¢

OPl ot thickens. So you can use het
be so fast?¢6

0Our combined magic and my hel met
Shedl | use it to complete an artifa
your s. Dondt you see now? | cannot
cause thegblbohdegd. 0

OHe doesndét care about Saféddua anym

ol know his heart. Saffa is stildl
OPi xi e. Pi ss. He wants you. 6
OHi s | ife is about to change dr amse
0So whatrfoelHe 0 Baked Advantage.
0Chastity, camniwel jyusinti ésthehamwak
The mar e houfdfne dg ositneganm.o tell him vy
ONo, Chastity, | forbid it.o
oOverrul ed, Zel ene. 0
OPl ease dondt . |l &m pleading with
The mare roared azure figardéaer as
trotted off, falling into the grass

» LN
N4
Iy &

Thitrwy hours | ater, Soren awoke, tt
around the Zen garden, |l ooking for
OWhat é happened? Wheredd they go
Zel ene soon came from the river,
Her footsteps found his ears.

0Zel ene, 6 he said, standi ng, | ook

0l tds been decades since | dve fel:

He wanted to kiss her on the |ips
shut, trying tofdnahiybki of§f elbmet hBoy
wor se.

0OYoudbre okay, Soren. Drink this,©o

I'n their time here, they had subs
and water from the river. Thi s must

Par ched, he guzzl ed alolNoaf jiuts,t twhae
OHi dden essence of this real m, co
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nectar . Same with this fruit.déd She ha
Ravenous, he devoured the sweet, suc
0That. Was. Delicious. 6 Astonished, h
0ltds quite dense and expands i n one

two daysd worth of calories. o
OEf fiNig@mtwi ndds armies should use t

0They will, now that | shethrads secr
Fire spatdésromopbeamashe fl ew down f
0l dm back! You two made out yet?0
0Chastity! o6 Zelene yelled. o0Serious|l
The dmargerin spread, fire and smoke s
Soren sinYowkérre df.unny, Chastity, but
0You know you want to, Soren. 6
He Dbl ushed and wadntt,eds o th e blucto kZeed eanve
0Chastity, 6 the mavka said, oOyou bet
OWhy? Your | ips are made for each o
smoosh. Get your tongues involved, to

Zel ene gl ardoeNdotat Atnhoet hrear.e .Wor d. Go a
Soren about something serious. 6
The mare nickered and trotted off be

0l dm sorry for Chastity, Soren. | hc

ONot mt o o, t hough | d8dm embarrassed. |
trying to keep my thoughts in check,

oYour <chivalry war ms me, Soren. I sh
bond in more detail .o

Despite his sudden departure from N
overinthhiine war med his soul

0Sounds | ike she made a checklist foc

OA small one. When a mavka bonds wit
t wice. o

OHow does that work?06 he asked, | ear

0OThrough our breath. Youdl!l black ou
inti mate experience a mavkads |l over c

0OAnd you give it back ¢é right?25¢6

ol al ways have. | dm sure Saffa woulc

Safflae thought, mouth spread in ref/l
al |l ab odust chontshoerrt i nvite. Menfohra pepy of
and fun experiences. And her world. T

Shit. Sorrdys goxilregnehaymnwyi rmé.ndAnd sorr

Raising a pl ayfiddll bredaw,i ts hsd itdheo utghhts,

Thanks.

Bm sure Saffa misses you.
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oMaybe, 6 he said, knowing her t en
but he doubted he had crossed her
|l shet hra had sent her on.

oOn her mi ssi on, | traveled with
shared your Il etters. When they stor

0She really cares about me?6

oOknewe does. She | oves you vebdy m

The word summed her up so well . W
session abuse waned, the realizatic
fermenting itself. Forgiveness cam
ti me, i f it came at al |

0So é about the soul sucking?é

0You say, ©6Saffa, into your hands
She consumes your soul, and thinks,

I of fer myself freely.®& Once that |

body, makiohg wgai n. o
owhaat A third death, plus having hi

I't might be | ike the horror of burs

0Sor en, itds a beauti ful process.
entice you to mate with her. o

Sex sounded nice, but soul suckini

ol € believe you, Zel ene, but t hi
sucking?6

oWhile mating, shedl |l bestow her
your soul again, returning it once

0l shethra mentioned uniqgue powers

0Yes. This mark glows with our col
ers combine. Each pair gets unique
regardless of distance. 6

0Ol nteresting. What else happens d

0OAfter the second soul sucking, st
unto me, & and you must say, ©61 do. ¢

Ensl aved by the id&ff esintalwelolntract

0l dd be a slave? Even without cont
0l dve never abused this power. |
consort from being controlled by ot

get her . 0
0Coul d this coWCrotmamaadti ntgh enec d rot rba
0The two forces would fight one ai
ORight. Scratch that. So, you com
oSaffa wil!/ say, 0Sor en, t hou sha
itself. It can be euphoric, giving
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Like the sexual commandment in her w
l ogic could resist her, but in the en
thrilled by her breaki ndgs hpisnmadlle offh
haps obeying wouldndét be terrible.

0Zel ene, | miss her ¢é and this is a

ol know, Soren. The bondds intimacy
two individuals can experience in al/l

0Does any of this hurt?56

oSaffads mar k will brand over your F

ol dl'l have to give this some thought

0Thereds no rush on if or when you &

The coathatd soured everything, and
Saffa again. I f, by some chance, he
only if the contract could be broken;

0l need time to think.Oo

0ltds your choice. No pressure eithe

0Thanks for such a good explanati on.

Shock hit him when a crystal tear f ¢

OWhat 6s wrong?é6

Silent for a momeonAl,l sihse wsehlolo.k Ahnedr vy
Now, for I shethrats | ast request: she

Some books in the archidgesolubosalcy i
Navia to banish infernals, though non
devils came from.

0She gave her soul to save Navia, 0 S

OAN&dvians revere her noble sacrifice
those within its confines from al/| h a

0The contract will be broken?d he as

00Only when inside. |t has an aura o
within.©é
Joy f il loeBkimigs widgar tyou, Zel ene, frec
i f for @l swamt thime. 6
oLi kewi se. Bef ore we vi ssihte rtkie@rzsehnr!i |
the Nightscape Mirror Lands. ¢
0l 6ve read about it in the archives.
My kind of €6 He stopped himself. Thi
oOYouodore well studi ed, Soren. | f y ou
t ween friends. o
As he gazed into her eyes ofdskibmamneas
washing against her true nature made
He instantly knew: |l i ke Saffa and Mot

angel, perhaps the purest in all the



Jeffer &Hanhet wWanrd Vol . Il : FB828y F

You give me such a compliment wit)
0OYoudre welcome. Can you portal t
0l tdés surroundezdodh® an expansive |
He knew of nul I zones in theory o
exi sted, Nontpiolrtradw.. Understood. Ho
OA Wwg flight to the abyss, and a
OHow deep is the abyss, anyway?§é
hundred | eagues, the most extreme s
o0Depends on the | ocation, but | 6d
|l eagues. 6
0Thatds €é deep. Youdll keep me saf
ol will .o
Though scared of what might awai't
with her. The chance trespectsudlo 4l
who had given her soul for freedom
ol t wildl be my | ifeds greatest ha
l ene. O
OFriend Soren, youdre |ike no mor:
0Zel ene, youdbdbve given weeks of yo
consider you a c¢close friend. No é
OAbsolutely. Thévfeeehiongeids omut ¢ a!
Together, theysssidee wodthédemans

her backsi de.
Chastity stirred and stoodpAswshalkio

two are a couple now. So cute. o
Hope rising, he | ooked at Zel ene,
She c¢houChkasetdi.ty, such a prankster.
The mare | oved to joke, and his hi
0l hope you find a consort soon

fools. Anyone who gets the chance o

€ is blessed beyond compare. 6

The mavka wiSpedknher yeowe.are so kin
Chastity glared at Zelene, fiery

After filling packsdsangdadvalte rveikti m
they reattached them. Zelene donnec
on |l ast, before mounting the mare.
her .

He reached around her abdomen wit|

0Chastity, 6 Zelene said, a portal
68l n cosmically rare places in the real
or teleportation. Navians call these p
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N\ YA <>
High in a dark rainbow sky, fluffy cl
held Zelene tight while he stared do
surface reflected the sky above, maki

he coul d see

wn for two day
d thoughtf ul

his real mds b
[
d

— o
>

s this place
t spreads for thousa
directions. Our flight
0Chastity, do you ever
oPl ease, Soren. I onCce
straight. ¢
OHow do you fly
O0Because | 6m so magi ca
He chuklkdhedt.hra menti o
dondt need wings to fly either, Zel en
0They hel p, but vyes, we can fly wit

wi t hou

agile.o
0OYoudbve | ost your wings before?é6
oONo, but | shet hra birthed without wi
0This is wunusual ?6
0OAl onka and | birthed with wings, sc

OAl oakhadber mavka?éd

0She i s, and very different from me.

They took breaks to walk on the mir.
Despite fatigue, Mmheedemamdeki sdesflered
highlight of each day. Their travels
a roardead.sou
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Adrenal ine snaled

as he gazed around at
oOYamat a, 6 Zel ene 0s
foll owing us for a

Acol oss-abed mdl ago :
wiggling long neck - flev
thick c¢clouds, mat c — of it u
OHow big?6 he as ¥ g v
gl ancing back at t .
OBigger than Nigh} Ch
engage afterburner su%

oAl Il right! Soren, grip her 1ike
her . o

He squeezed with his | eft ar m, ne.
FIl ames eruptéesd baoknsitdhe, mameé hi s ¢
i shing acceleration. Wi th Iightnincg
steady.

, Soren. 6

0l dve got you
tds getting closer, 6 he
S

ol think i

Five stream of torrenti al ener gy
fire, snow, blue I'ightning, and a vy
skin. Each stream barreled just be
gl assyasbatdsmiitous explosion. The b
I't dove.

FIl ames spewed brigh@Gserbadlosiideee dn
neighed in desperate flight.

0l 6ve | oved this date, but can yo
More streams shot from its maws.

A yell ow and blue portal of fire

creddsubeeath weapons streaked by. |
di ssolving gateway. Uncontroll ed,
explosions and gl ass shards bill owe

& & &

On an obsidian c¢cl i ff, Soren stfadd eb
mountains shone di ml ybliuwme tshkey ,dissttrae
and yellow lightning, ever present

whil e tnhbunredder r u

During -daeifrl itguot here, a few shad
a wide birth. A steaming, smoky che
Overheated, he sweat abBoWwriwmdeonse
asked, coughing from the acrid odor
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0Ten | eagues. Our flight down will b
age. o

OWhat s down there?6

oOLots of cuddly demons, 6 the mare s,
|l ene?6

OAl konosts roost and can swar m. Ot h

l ucky, wedl |l reach the shrine and get
Chastity raised a flaming brow at he
oBlobdrsty, seductive electric harpi

in the aBobkve$§ Beamts
oYes. O
Zel ene mounted up, lifting him in fr

before drawing herfiwarrbammdr wivt hhr be

minating the chasm bel ow. I'ts war mth
O0Your hammer isndt just a mere bl unt
0lt is Vogsok, the Hammer of Drenagl
The | egendar yt hwartreieonr fhraods ts lgaiamt s i
OWhen did you acquire it?6
0l shethra gifted it to me several ye
OHow did she get it?6
0l didno6ét ask. Soren, before we go,
He managed tgheestsuirleadnts,peddi.riAt barri e

nullifying the heat and harsh smell s.
OMuch better. o
0l love the scents here,d the mare ¢

ferent. o
Zel eneoénpftadant aroma. Are we r1reac
Soren gul ped, nodded, and held the r
OHell s yes, 6 the mare said.

oDi ve, Chastityl!lé

FI ames burs@sfroaritmg@ mmawuth as she |
Bile gurgled in hiosZetlhernoedté, hi s st or
She touched his neck.

War mt h cal med his nerves, but his he
Down the abyss, they plummeted, t he
i nside him.

Dark, jagged cliff faces, witlisl ava
l'ight. After a quiet plunge for a femw

|l ittered the rocks.

Di sturbedoaWhlke askad)| this?6

0The alkonosts are most cruel to al/l
Fear coursed through his veins, and
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ol Om her e, Soren, 6 she said, t aki
Though her voice soothed, the car
They dove for hours, a faint rumb
chorus of fluttering wings came: f
sparks. Glossy feathered wings func
breasts boaewdman headi mdon eyes sce
their mouths opened unnaturally wi.d
|l arge talons. Some fl ew near, circl
OWhathiss? A mort al dares enter our
0Touch him at your peril, o6 the dali
0The succubus steals your soul , m
her stunning face scanning him. 00Sh
damned. Come with us instead, and
glide dowerr wor Itdh.e6 Und
ol trust Zel ene with my |ife, 6 he
alluring face. O0OANnd wedre just frie

Sorendgt ybmowohmow much your trust 1

Al ways, Zel ene.

The wwdmaln gave a sick | augh,0Shktac
pl easure we offer pale mortal € yolu

0OYou harpies dondt scare us, 6 Cha:c
ner . o

The one near Soren flapped, cl awi

The mare lunged, biting a o&Yhawu kt aos
nasty. But 106l have seconds. 0

O0Beast! 6 the harpy hissed while r

More of them neared, wings flappi
i ds.

Terror mingled with sexual desire
ment and enemies | i ke not hi ngmohuet hhsa
made one tihikhege opovii soaurso u s !

Il ndeed®d,r eamd otuteyt o attack. For you

The 'wdmaln formed a cocoon of fl app
ning spewing from their mouths, gl :
the rocks, his ears buzzing.

Pl ease, Soren.

They sang a soothing, seductive m
from moments ago.

Fear beget |l ust, his he t racing

ar

his erection growing as he stared ¢

and fuck her. He plugged his ears b
The Wwdm@den bl ack tongue slithered
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spreading.
Heart pumping, sweat beadsoOsirée¢ggpe ngH
ached to hear the song again and yank

t he mel ody. His | egs twitched as he
mind, the cold logic deep within hold

I wondi shonor Saffa and Zel enel

ONo man can rwesmah bhssbéetdheobNdbwdj um
and fuck your only desirel!o

Take over!

Har kerZetl®snmebdbi ce boomed in his mind,
l urching, his hand grabbed Chastityds
|l eaped from the mare and out of their
ping defiantly.r&wglek ghaiavtéded, she

oOLeave now, or be destroyed. ¢

Their fangs chomped, creating a fric
l ene and the barrier with talons.

[

Zel ene twi-arlmdwhdeghipmndg eand sl icing
spl at s. Brown | iquids sprayed, tortur
she zoomed through the rest, stabbing
Demon pmhelceeds itrut o the darkness bel ow.

She hovered beside the mare, smoking

o0Damn, 6 Chastity said. 0Save some fC

Astoni shed by het haeUTghhain kasn of osrp eseadv,i nS

Your mental fordoveudevies semar hambet
Anddyeufar more powerful than | real

Bve honed my abilities for mill enni
vigor.

dm avail able when you need to feed

Most generous.
oOoThirteen down, 6 Zel ene said al oud,

Vogsok. oBut it was just their scouts
They took refuge in a dark alcove, v
A haunting song soon hummed from bel

| ebnse f ul | contr ol over him. Soft buzz

growing louder in the dark. A great h

attached to the rock face, crawling |

some boffheatlers to get closer, splat
Once t MWdy eatntidaek,t hlem.
There &regoxuo crmmnykill them all ?

Yes, Soren.
Hopef ul of her mi ght, he t

roi 0 Caé
0Come get some! 6 Chastity ca

ed t
I | ed.



Jeffer &Hanhet wWanrd Vol . Il : FB82y F

A guttur al gr owl shook the rock f
view, her hair braids tied off with
chain with a spiked ball at the enc

Eyes narrowed, Z&Thrine moithdledi /own
Begone from my sight. o

OHi s soul is mine!d she screeched,
rierghokt. a

Zel ene bl ocked wi tols thad | s tbiieltd,e db
der rumbled as they wr awonealn ay anuknedd
OFeast on their flesh!d

ONo! 6 Zel ene screamed.

Horror sprang up his spine, his v

Al konosts swooped in behind, |ight
rier. A terrible thundercrack assatl
trid sulfur stung his nostrils.

The beasts r akeddst anhliodnes, aecxrpoosssi ntgh
and she whinnied. One chomped Sor er
bone.

oDel i ci ous mormtoara nf Imeusrhmud etdh e obNiorw
manhood. 6 Eyes swirling, she nibbl
ri pping into his bowel s, nearing hi

Ot hers flew at Zelene, grabbing h
Hot agony pumpeldmt moouagh llyi ssoluamd e
The mare roared a black firestorm

i
f idbrse heat engul fing him, singing hi:
Ot hers swarmed in, pulling her an
Zel ene ripped her armf$oftrlkee Hndet)

thee! 6 Wihat taerbiomge uppercut from Vo

womands head skyward. A brown geyse
She twirled in a rainbow whirl win
beasts with gruesome crunches. Thei
Ge mwios sstheex t hought, and his spirit
shi mmerisigrrshhiredeld him and the mare
Hi s shoulder, back, and side gushed
ichor falling like rain and igniti.i

gripped ti gidts, bdieapintge fhies har Despert
pl eaded with Zheiléenleas¢ed oheuwence,

As a hissing cloud, the host pur s
Zel ene dove into the swarm with w
hed&ddb.l d on, Soren!

Lightning spréangnobttbm, abkoobbshg a
Thundercracks resounded. Each bl as
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ravenous, they flapped and clucked, a
Eyes gleaming purple, rainbodw Isikgihnt,
and she roBredectoSemnwi th her swift t
both flaring in a blinding kaleidosco
ing their vengeance. Feat her s, fl esh,
wor kwersmg the abyss and Zelene in go
When the | ast perished, both hammer
tended hand. The coating of fl esh and
After sheathing hammer and shield, s h
grab the f aololviensg jnuasrte ,i nhcehre sh away .

Darkness took him, and his grip fail

oln a fit of rage and chaos throughot
mons. The sl paled in compar

i Chapfier 26

SCORCHED

af fa cracked her | ash, l eadmiNmgv, i nt ¢
my infernal imp, time for three act

ur e. plafi nn odt |,

0l dm ready to obey, 6 EIl arion said.
OFirst activity, 6 she said, smiling
OMuch | i ke our |l ast encounter. 6
With a stony faceWedhe hevgmedietomnmit
He chuckl ed 0iYno uhri sc orviecrh ivsoibcleo.wn . Adr
é Saffa.éo

She changed persona back to Saffa, h

f ace. Wi t h h anodBy oNa vhii gpdss, tsihtea nssalia ,
OLucky guess, 6 he said, unabl e to hi
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oWai t, what? Did | just give myse
annoyed frown. o0Seriously, Elarion!
goyl el é

o0Dondét worry,; | already knew. And
But funny. o

oSébunny. You acted all mesmedri zed
oWel |, yes. Erindell eds story ins
With this act, youdve outclassed ev
oWhatever, 6 she said, bl owing a s
oDondét worry about it. Youdre not
to you?o6

0l respect your dedication to Nig!
0And you knew all along what | wa:
ol dm fully aware of my father and
you out , I assumed youdd want t hose

Her pointless pedlf ocanalnd@®v e njnwsg/te dr
out performing?¢6

0That woul dndét have been fun at a
O0You rat! What tipped you off 2?56
ol dl'l indulge, so your next infil!H
but not enough to convince me. The
cially your mavka transformation g
hel d ups.hiosMihnadnd emovi ng t hese?5d6
She sighed, waving her hand, and
away .

0Thanks, 6 he said, grabbinnigg hhtesrt aln
know youod6re disappointed you didnot
O0Tricky bastard. 6 But she refused
I started and extract everything fr

night. I know you want me. 0

oYour new body is €& frightful and
But | must warn you: even with my r
al | over me. O

0Yeah right. o

0l 6m a duke. I n Ur sabeyau Patrialnloi dac
me, 106l open my mind. Dondt try to
al ar m. Chekas, wi zar ds, and basmu v
0l need physical proof, EIlarion.

a | ouldi lsé reaeund bl ared.

0Get under the bed, Saffa. o6

She rolled under it.

OYour tailds poking out. o
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0Jerk, 6 she said, flipping it away.

OHot jerk,o6 he said, sauntering to t

Arrogance had cost her tRhheecgoihessioc
it percolated in her mind. Not needir
00oh! Youdb6re going to get it!d Mot her

Knocks hit the door. He unl ocked and
stood ready, peeking their heads in.

oTerrible, 6 El arion said. OYouodve fa
response time in half, or i toll cCome
they can abort. o

oYes, Your Grace, 6 one cheka said.

El arion slammed thedodRmoomaof sdmuayghhem
open, so have a go. 66

She rolled out from under his bed a
she tried again. Sthreo cprud kKl e na.k eB udto wmo
gamut .

I'n his opened mind, she knew his ger

at ease.

0l dm sorry for not trusting you. o6

ONo problem. 1 6d be worried if you oc

ol have a confession orb. I f you tel
asyl um. I can fly you out of here. 6

ol wonot abandon Ursabel to Vasil ds
plight for another. 6

0You could stay and confess. o
ONo. When Nightwind revea$tsuammytlt e€ao nf

high window, and Udsabel suffers with

oOWondt your wards save you?bo0

o0OYou know Vasil s chekas. o

They arcedadesiittsd dbsde murder with ai
magic. Likely, thedys cwauldds.br eak down

0l guess everyone knows about me anc

OWordds gotten out. I dm not bot herec
|l i ke demons. Most demons. Someda-e mon s
mon hybrid, though. Have you al ways b

0l 6m unique, and it emerged recently
fession, she appreciated hassaipprovaa
Mostly. o

0OYoudre welcome, 6 he said, wandering
people did a phenomenal job on your a

OLot of good it did.©é
0Cheer up. Theasedss mobhanoyoust hiomk. 6
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She pebdMNeads sueps.? 6

ONot everyone worships Vasil i ke
di ssidents. ¢

OHow many?26

OEnough that wed6ve formed an unde
0Sounds | ike civiNi gwawi hdewdwiong o W]
0l dm planning on visiting with yol

sil 6s demands and threat of our gro
speak of it with anyone else until
OMy |l ips are sealed. But | must Kk
He sat back downo, | tsdhso umodreer st hsal nu njpu
and |16l tell you a story. o
00Okay, 6 she said, sitting by him
I n a somber &My cearlhiee btegmemor i es
abused me. It started at five year
control. Anytime he could find the
strip, interwoven with bronze. ¢
00h my goddess. Thatoés terrible.o
oYeah é& it is, 6 he said, l ooking
0You dondét have to say anything el
o0No, |l want to.o6 He returned his
this. o

She gave a soft touch to his shou!
0oBeyond the beatings, | received
Make me a better, more callous | ead
my mind, creating illusions and sc
trying to messddsilnastol ved the il l us]|
real . | 8d come out of them sick anc
earned me more torture.o

OEl ari on, [ wish youod told me on
our é moments?§6

0l dondt share this lightly and d
I enjoyed, along with your dominanc
OYou coul ddve told me. |l &m amazed
0Since my earliest memories, I cal
ment al attacks. Wit hout it Il 6d be
ened my mind, however unpl easant it
o0Silver lining, | guess, but your

0l 6ve selemadhdarasthdiloppn® t o our great
He hordes wealth for himself and t a
He treats everyone poorly. Hi s i nni
Hope for a better rhantwréhiadd so.ws me
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Vasi | had berated the staff during
shouting at his father about it and h
ruling instead. Sbes badtdiedijghst alb et
birthday.

0OYoubre a good man. 6

ol dm far from perfect. o

She remembered his scardr esdaibdacikt. cQanr
sparring and magi cal mi shhdpsi | e wt eshe
0l didndt know how horrible your <chi
He nodded.

She scratchetd ocwvel dhksl $§hivasi l e aft
ol 6m al l for it. But it wondét worKk.
better days ahead for my Ursabel. Th
people to rebel . ¢

o0l dekellion, 6 she said, touching hi
tasted delicious, with flavors of wvan
0OYou need to feed, 6 he said, glanci:
from my citizens?6

OYoudbre thoughtful. | 6ve found some.
0ltds Vasil, the damn tapestries, an
The arena is about the only thing pe
Would you |ike to feed on me? Safely,

Despite his improved physique and ot
ried abouto Ymar satrreerygptuh.can handl e me?~

ONo, but Il etds find out. 6 Hwer ensotvleidn g
pose.

After walking over, she sat down and
fl owing to her heart.

0Can you stop your Kki drain while we
With sl ow breaths while fodXowsikmp wh ar
my power s?6

ol dm well educated, even about such
asked, 0Those tattoos on your forearm
O0No. I got them recent-hgaddthegdbdgef &
that merged with me. 6

OReally? Can you summon them back?6

oOHavendot figured that out yet. o
oOMaybe my \wied prdAfdeul dour assi gnme]

OMot herds working on it.?o
OYoudbOre in expert hands then. 6 He gl
acing. Can you fold them back?6

0Trying to get every edge?6
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0Something |like that. o

Whil e she folded her wings back,
surprise, her arm went down a | itt/|

OSuch a cheater, 6 she sai d, forci

0By the Circles, 6 he groaned, arm

Bored, she gazéeMayl e utnan trher a erotm.s
agai n, pushing his arm down to the

He grimaced, ohokdewgybuswarm. stro
youdre extraordinary. é He delicatel

someone to pieces with a punch. 6
They compaisdtammsl, and hers ripp

0l dm a mavka of might. What can y

OMaybe more snake venom, 6 he said,
gerous. Can you revert?o0

0Give me a second. 6 She became he

oYour wings, tail, and bones just
scars. 6

o0Cool , right?¢9

0OYes. Now | etds go again!bd

She took his taut hand. A furious
Both pantoNgu wwbheesaldse. O

OFuck! 6 he roared, standing then
One |l eg cracked off as it crashed t

ol 6m stildl pretty cut, 6 she said,
body is enhanced a I|little now. Too

0l dm going to beat you at this if

0Shut up and get in bed. | was goi

to settle for human Saffa.o
0l noticed. What disturbing deli g

She shad@uwesesd.youdl | never know. 0

0Too bad. Just so wedre clear, | ©
way hotter. o

oOYou canot handl e mavka Saff a, an

He ambled to hib§rhedegnsughingaggad
for a change. 6

After retrieving her three dragon
over and tossed them on the bed.

While she stripped out of her bl a

She igniteWr eieg. fGatgeundr essed. 0

His clothes came off in record ti

oONo, El arion, 6 she said, hopping
0Kneel . 6
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He shifted while nibbling on his 1|ifrg
She shoved him with one bar&WHatot o]
should we do with these peppers?o

ol remember the one,d he said throuc
ing three. o

0The night is young, my duke, 6 she s
his fucking hot abs. 0You really have

ONot strong enough. ¢

0OKeep training, 6 she said, rel axing
face. OMaybe next year .o

oMaybe, 6 he said, gazing up at her
hair. Despite his mindds shield, hi s

OYou never could resist me, 6 she sai

ONo, Heir Saffa.o

0That title turns me on. 6

0So does this, 6llkamgdadi.d,0 Amaaatyi dagrfto

He had mentioned the potions he dran
t oo. With her mavka@&tkimaunleedaamegdnoriet,

ciated his thoughtful ness.

0Si nceemelrogveed, 6 she said, pulling his
sides are too hot for unprotected mor
phallus, spreading frost on it.
Hi s breath c¢cawHpht oinn tties itntsri alat .now?
OF uc kh ooh g
Their escapades |l asted until mor ni ng
®@ X% &
Lit by the dim chandelier, Saffa | ay
littered the floor. A grandfather <c¢clo
|l ess with ohi sslkie,p.she di dn
Mi schievous, she grabbed the | ast dr
chewed it up. With a deep exhale, an
his face. But he still slept. Maybe s
She could shoot some into her throa
would be more fun, and she figured s
transformation, so she kneeled bet wee
swirl ed aramundc amelrs .eySehse | i fted her wi
furrowing her brows, mouth opened wid
A flurry of knocks awoke hi m.
0Cease your knocking, or youdl |l rue
Smoke spewed from heroMooutan,! eYroguurl fli

is mine. Prepare to die!d6 She lunged
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emitting a harsh growl

0Shit!é he yelled, scooting back

terrifyingly beautiful. Never do tF
Smoke puffed as suhpe preegpweeal eadn dt hhee r
i ng tooWwogwled you |l i ke me to spice up
He scooted closer and reached for
ONo touching all owed when | 6m a m:
ing him flat with one finger despit
0By the Hells é just your finger ?q
me your fire breath, followed by fr
Thrilled by his enthusi asm, she ¢
roar, she bfielat @& df iar pleomieyr strafin
0Shit, shit!éo

She cooled down, her wintry breat/
O0Youdbre ruining me,é he said, a d
OHow so0?60

oYour el ement al teases and mavka

i ke it. I 61 | never be satisfied by
OYou mean these muscles?d6 she ask:
oSaffa!odé6 he hissed, reaching for
She used telekinesis to nudge him
hal f, notidlgodkss leirkeectyioondr e not ru
0l . Want. You. Again and again!o

oLi ke this?déd she asked, rubbing hi
OFuck me, demon Saffa.oé

0l f you insist. ¢

oWait é | dondt do demons. Be hum;
0OPoor Elarion.é She rebaredhaddt hi
and she grasped his phallus. 0ol bel
He ki ssed her neck in the sweet s|

oBy the Hells!d6 he yelled whiulng id|
I send them away. 0

ONo, 6 she said, standing, hol di ng
ked ass, she |l usted after his musc
0OYour fire tornado wrecked the pl
anywhere but where she wanted him
0l 6ve got another one waiting for

U
C
t

must | ook at me. 0

OWhat ?6 His eyes returned, glued
OSloust Eudri on.

o0Damn you, Saff l' 6 he said with h

a
his tongue out. o001 dm going to devolu
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Somet hing pounded on the door twice.
ol t 61Ifludddi atigkes !

She giggl ed.

He gave her an amused glance before
She considered warning him about hi ¢
see what would happen when he opened
He yanked tohvey dbmdracep ébrett er be on f
With a multitude of gasps, it sl amme
0Thanks foBabha warning,

She | aughed hysterically.

After pulling his i ctl odmespantas hgn
in the top dr esbeuqgtd3afnmfead Nioguti veitn dy.o u

Hand over her mout h, she stifled hei
0OYou going to discipline me?6
0By the Circles, | am. o

ThattdsHeove to see é after he sent t
A heavy breath sputtered from his |i
door open.

An eclectic group of bards pushed p:

bl ack pants with matching shirt, cove
oLong night, Your Grace? |tds dim i1
and opened the shudders. Daylight str
back to hi m, hand extended. ol d6m Kenz

El arion tookoHKenhiPerhapd tmyl stongy w

l ocation to discwsse Whkatever .t IPéd edaslel
OWe waited there for hours. Enhtés- al
t ai mnheanst a businessOptomakiet ueanboOher |
El arion grinned a@nl|l eecamdi nigo g st ,e
more about these riches. 6

0The | atest craze sweepingTrtihpl asl Rne
the citizeens | i ke to say.

Thehow had come up a few times in tI
streamed Ofsr omasSnivkem col i seum, finding
and Bratgon. A charismatic sorceress
| ast mont h, causing the showos met e o
mysterious or shoekiagtisntoo#tedti asan
Unexpected el ements threw chaos into
hem. Failed creatiomai nrfeuslul ¢ @mds eignu emi

69Saffa knew of LoomBagborpoomtithbhae ofhbard
a modaywnmedia company. They hosted a vari
tries.
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competitors al most died.
ol 6m familiar with the show. o
ORatings-tdarme &t gain alnld wedvet idmei
epi sode. More may follow, dependi ng

OHow does this help me?b6
oOYour Grace, advertisimeg hi ghesnuad\e
percentage share of profits from e
apestries will captivate, Il 6m sur e
0l require seventy percent. o
0O0And yet youod6ll only get forty.o
ft
z

—

oMake it fi , with a guarantee
oDone, 6 Ken sai d, shaking EI ar
ontract tonight. 6

o< — <

(¢

He yaw@Geadd. 6

00ne more thing. Your first episoc
gon. Master Chef Pavlo wild.l be pai
show starts. o

OHow é intriguing. o

oYouol I need a partner. ltdéds a te.

Anot her bard stepped forwamud, Ghiag
Snikm i s abuzz about beguiling dess
out of Golden Scarab Honey, the key

Saffa smacked her forehead, movi n

Some bards | ooked at the bed with
OWhat are you getting at?06 EIl ari ol
OEveryone wants to know which of

serts. We know the recipes come fr
your partner. 6

0By the Hells. 6

oYour Grace?90

0Shedll be there. Her nameds Myr a
desserts. o

oWonder ful, Your Gracel! 6

Kenzie steppeWedwefheatdagfai mer .
ni ficent show. The earnings wild.|l b €

0l hope so. 6

Bm f amous fPer hagrsudln ddwes druttaulr e,
ration to seldl her treats.

oOWedl |l be back this evening with
ticipation. We go on air one week f

El arion shook hands with the bard
door closed, Il ocking it with a grur
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oWel I , Saff a, your fame grows here i
I can rescind if thereds a problem. 6
0l dd Il ove to, 6 she said, rolling out
millions of eyes intrigued her, espec

in the arena.
He gaped at her whi | e Ycoluo shientgt etrh eg ewi

or | wondt get anything done today. G
At his armoire, she perused his silk
A buzz vibrated inside an ornate oal

thin stoone tabl et
ONot now! o6 he growled at a mands i ma

He t hr ewdirtaweack oiYmuadre stild/l not dr e

backsi de.

She glanced atshtmerehaupggobhbem?56
ONo. VYes. I &m not | ooking at you. 11t
chair behind the desk, ruffling throu
cent from my vineyards. o

She 6di dgni ve a shit abdoruati nprnogf istesx. aSnl
pl enty of time remained before dinner
oWhat time is it?0

He yawned, pointing to the grandfatt
She | ®®kmwbch ti me.

oSaffa, | have a thought. We coul d
0l thought vyou said he was too prot e
OHe is. But we could ambush him at t

She grabbed a black robe and held it
El arion | ooked up.

She spread her |l egs a bit, dropping
0ltéds so perfect,d6 he whispered, st
away .

She swept her | eg across his desk, s

on the desk,| eangedhegasaidmnglrbecma mor bi
He put his hahdl bvget hLeomyeght t o g

Wedl |l ambush him in his bunker with m
di sabling his guards wondt be a probl
Vasil 6s wards, and wouwmldcemrrf dshseilri nime m¥
cape to our bunker, and the show goes
0OYou just came up with all that?6

OLi ke the magic screens, these tablets ca
viduals to speak | eagues apart. A compan
ekeeper 1000. El arion was an early adopte
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oYes. O

Hi s quick thinking ignitodddwhernnd o
are you in Vasilds selection?é

ol know peopl e. I f nothing el se,

€ smoking?é6

Hi s plan el ated her and could save
away ffraoame .hi s

He c¢cl osed his eyes.

0Smoking for you, El arion. 6 Her p
surging uncontrollably as she moan
form. o

ONo, Saffaflyowdveashaxhvkmough of my
0OYou candt resist me, 6 she said i
wameé t o6 feast.

With a deep breath, he opened his

storm i ndbDhaemrn hyecaur,t .succubus. 6
0Shirt. Now. O

He pulled it off, handing it to h
She threw it down and used a fing
sliding along her | ips, she enjoyec
OHow |l ong is it now?6o

After a few scoot s, she raised he
with her thighs, her tongue extend
0That | ong. 6

00Oh ¢é fuck €6

OMy thoughts precisely. 6 With her
tation for his mouth. OEIl arion ¢é | Z¢
oStill? |1 dm | ate é for €é somethin
tabl et agai n, his restrained ar ms
OYou sure about that?6é6 she asked,
head with her tail, coaxing him clc
ONo, 6 he said, tablet falling out
She rel axX&doder Ybegspants are min
Eyes never | eaving her, he stood,
of f, holding them out.

With a quick snatch, she threw t hi
He grabbed herhakimeegs hwist hwaa hmtlhl yg

groaned, straining to remove his he
o0Saffa, 6 he said with fear, oOowai't
Her hungfesrhebuwametded tooNeVOushehi
voice a deep, ot herworldly growl . C

oSaffa!oé he pleaded, finding her
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al arm. 6

A fleeting image of the castle batt]l
her possession, made her stop. l ce i
her humanoidds dalnfd.s Bvaarmean

0l dm sorry, El arion €& | took it too

His |Iips neBhandk hBri kinkeeyoudre human
you pr ebhasgmean owhi |ée we do this.

She | eaned back, spreading her | egs,
in anoilngptrami se, but 1 dm still going
OFine by me. 6 He kissed her inner th
her si mmer with pleasure. Hi s war m, W
She tightened with desire, |l eaning f
He | icked and sucked with expert str
Hot , aching sensations rippbadk}t hao

moan shooting from her | ips.

OLooks | ike you canbdt resi st me , eit
you before. So fucking good. Like the

oOMor e, damn youl! 6

With fervor, his tongue | apped. When
inside, her mind went hapless, back a
scream with an orgasm.

He grabbed under her shoul dergs asmd s

She tried to fight, but h edr Elca riinmoanx! 6
she squealed at his greedy gaze with
duke. 0

0l duel wield. But only for you. 6 Mc

0Such words exckitesend., 6 she mur mur

He angled his hips with adept thrust

She gasped at his tight pushes, icir

oSaffal! Your insides!®o

OSurprise, 6 she said, grappling, thr
smashed on the floor with her on the
with warm squeezes, each eliciting a

OYoubve weakened me, 6 he groaned, e\
you give it back?56

With her tongue across his 1ips, h o
heart tooThker eoypwguwego. O

0ls it always so easy to give back?¢

0ltés getting easier with practice, (
at that, youdre on top. How wi || you

OPut your hands on the fucking desk,
ing, a new and welcome fire in his ey
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Since he used her surname al one f
would be subl i me.
With her gaze on him, she gripped

sel f, beari ngdkRwek ymde¢, ngl droirorm.i mkuc
sl ams against the walll. Letds br eak
Like a predator, he circled, ambl
clattered away. Completing his trek
but fir m, forcingoNerl|l boki ogk Staf a6k
She Il oved him giving the commands
Hi s phallus teased her entrance.
her, forcing her taut arms against
sorcery followed. By t ke asmrdd,t hee wearl
Near the Rkhdbdtytsem, Soren stood with Z
clfidde. AlIl swayed with exhaustion.

Having caught him and the mare anc
t wo more swarms of al konosts befor e

0Zel ene, 6 Soren said. ol can see

0Sor en, my friend, | 61 | be okay. 6

OHow much further?5¢6

OA short flight down, and weodl | |
tity and pulled Soren up in front.
become a | egendary wizard. o

Doubt filled him, as he had been
0Maybe, Zel ene, but |l Ove been of |

0Dond6t say such things. Al | of us
when we give the care. 6

0Thatdés right, é the mare said. ovY

0Zel ene, 6 he said, wi shing he cou

0ltds such a pleasure, 6 she said,
derness. 0Being with you these | ast

treasure these memories forever. o
War med by her wWhde, wahérendbdbheéeede
things to talk about with you. 6

ol |l ook forward to it. o

oDonot make me cry, dammit. 6 The
tear s, and Zelene rubbed her f Il amin

They dove.

Despite these repeated dives, the

his body tensed.
Al most t hderree ,a Sborraevne. wWaorur i or .
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Tel |l my stomach.

The mavka held him tighter.

At its bottom, the abyss gradually
ol d, an endl ess, expansive cavern sptr
crimson rock gl eamed, adorned with bl
i

ke thei chetbvBiimdycbf v Bls.

They descended through a dark haze.
The bottom came into Vview. Dar k, j a
bel ow, l i ned wi t h huge red mushr o0 ms
branches, gl owing blue shrubs, and ri
al konosts |d theslrcewd tthhee aglryosusn. Demon c
Ahead, a | arge crystal pati o ®&fs sil v
shrine. Majestic and exquisite, a bla
gray sphere with a mavka on top decor
each |lit by an eternal azure brazier.
bl bandl es all owed access from the frc
carved a path behind.

Farther back, a cibtsy bilrielag hno omteh dare ¢
n the archives. Haphazard buil dings
round, forming an infinite, chaotic
rgani sms. Some vanishedgdomeap@penamign g
ol ossal beastds carcass of bones wov

O o« —

OErebus, 6 Zel ene said. oCapital of
Vr itttrhee Devourer.

“Vritra, great serpent of the Under worl d,
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OPretty cool , huh, Soren?6 Chasti:
OMessy. But i mpressivel!o
Legions of demons congregated bel

f or ms, ot hers with bizarre bodies.

good number , the rest al most human
scaly skigns,. tAaidlsshedmpatwitood a monst
Skinned with obsidian rock and fier
bore thick | egs and ar ms, a grotesit

dripping

Hi sngdie
rowed.

Fear
ne
e,
t
2o r a
el
Bal

spi
tur
sec
B a

Z
or .

ol

|l anded

ene

s lavar e
hat e t

eyes
t wenty f

t h 11
ng

A

bl azi

crawléd
as
found i n
oBhoolof
toi

he i de]

of E

tan of
, I know
The wor
of o1
his ¢
€

me t t

the titan.
Zelene lifted her VYissoostBiilmmston
Soren gazed up at Balor, coaghs hagt,
in the book paled compared to this
0Zelene. 6 The demon | ordds voice v
you. o6
0l bring a guest to our holy shri
0Yes, the pale mort al How dare y
0l 6m his champion, and as such, vy
Hi sses and murmurings sounded.
0Sil ence, whel ps! ¢
The background noise cut out shar
0This mortal is mine to consume. 0
his path for millennia until a great h
2Bal or took command of the Undehruwodrrledd
years ago. Ruling with fear and cruel t
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One demon squeal ed, and the titan sn
splattering parts of the carcass arou

0OAnyone el se want to have an outbur s

Silence reigned.

Il cy adrenal i n@®s rwianshhsbaghdSweedo?

I mulsit mf akleone.

161 1 fight with you.
Yodw e my war d, and | ,musshte gtehto uygchu , s a
of f the mare and setting him down.
[

0By ounmri’saslr eadhal | engd Tyhoeu niaovrk ah icsl os
visor . Gol den bracelets materialized
gl eamed on the mareds hooves.

OWhat she said!dé Chastity snorted cr

Q

@ KA <
Against his will, Soren wal ked around
wat ched hi m; somaetsempt hi hge. ot her s
ONo! I want to fight with you!éo

Only when hedacwephed Zel &ns heart
his own thoughts driving his feet aga

stepping onto the glistening crystal
0Challenge accepted, 6 Bal or said, hi
ryone el se, stand aside. ¢
Demons scattered, |l eaving a | arge ar
Bal or |l eaped, l anding before Zel ene,

brated as a beam of darkfire blasted
Zel ene hopped off Chastity, and the

di sintegrated into fine coal dust.
Demons cheered, an ominous tide.
00One down, one to go, 6 Balor said, b

He pivoted and strode toward Soren. 0

pest. 6
Soren, gasppmisng eatt ht hd omarde Zel ene wi

backward, sorrow clamping his chest.
Zel ene zoomed and | anded just shy of

cast her helm back toward Soren, free

back. She grabbed it again.
0You cannot touch him!o
Il n awe of her cour age, Soren picked

#Al'l demons respect the challenge for a n
ever they desire.
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of fering some hope.

Back, Soren. Hurry!

At a jog, he increased the distan
trusting in her power to save him,
Maybe it affected her vision, and s

Howl s and stomping echoed as a ma
Balbber bl azing hands. He held it high
guaking the ground.

Like a small &g omwel vfearcii mign ga sstnriit khe
great de mon, firm, with her head up
You cannot have him!é

With a terrible hiss, darkfire swi

Vogsok and shield crossed.

ODivictus! 6 she yell ed.

Rainbotwl asigead with a thudsewenaoh

S

i
pl oded into bl ack
exposEvgridae k

Bal or staggered back and roared,

l udge bl obs. So

eruptions. He | umbered, spreading |
chain. Cruel and barbed, darkfire c
deafening whhmarsths, Djeumdptn background
spin of the chain, added a grim chc

Eyes blinded and eaelsedléln ghyeango k aSyo,!
Get to the shrine.

He heaved with raspy breaths, shuf
he approachedstdamps . shrine

Zel ene f |l ew abodvse etyhee Ipeavteilo atnod Bsa
0Thou art barred!o

0You candét hide over holy ground,
your soul chall enge negates Demvor
wind of | ava and chai n, the demon |
The dark mav&kRefdialrere!d Idowwmite t hee
gl aive up through his chest with a
spewing fire and radiant shafts of
Balber howl shattered the air as hi
crimson rock ceiling, carving a mas
ruin upon portions of the capital
The great demon grabbed Zel ene wit
ing lava from his mouth engul fed he

“l'n rare | ocations in the Underworl d,
few dare traverse.
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With her shout, they pdsunogendt earn,d scure
in an explosion of fIl ame. Jagged cry
crimson. Lost pieces fell

Heat washed over Soren as fire lunge
Eyes recovering, he spied a fading fi
Demons hooted, stomped, and roared.
Body shakindgsiinefeti dhutmpeSonen o t he =
to his knees.

Zel ene, angel of Navi a, come back toc
Goodbye, Soren. My spirit shall al we
No! Nmé WNlodught, holding his head, W
The f al ing duo exploded, spreading

I
ing, fiery shockwave shattered the r
causing him burns and cuts.
A violent quake ;witnrguecdk ddbeankohnelsn d p e wod n L
Pain stung his body, woescawvehigegshi
l urched backward just as the crystal
s hrdisnenar bl e steps and screamed.
Zel ene and Chastity would be reborn
ories of them gone with his reincarna
With their overlord sl ain, demoni c ¢
He wanted to die but forced his mind
be strong.f iTlhlreodu gehy e se,a-gh@ang! idropg esd egnd
with a mavka. Wi-rt éhz oarrends wi anigsse dg r abcreoda
forked taidshesmprwaidstaramoma | egs. She v
phoeni x mask covering her face, her |
Unable to process the image because
and used it to push a door handl e. H €
on a cold floor.
The door sl ammed sBhsutp rweistehn cae , c rhaasvh .n
for weeks with her war m, kind, prot ec
sweeping | eaves from trees.
He curled around her helm of warm st
nobl e steed.
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OArchdevils draw power from bl ood
effect. When giewer nweinltliianddlyy. ,
i The Known Real ms, Vol

CC

iR Chaptier 27

QUANDARY

ifty |l eagues north of Coswom, K
Ffor their crew. A weeklong chase
Bratgoontt hdeat ened to destroy
With the fight against darkfire, Zm

Pirates fought frantically bel ow de
dm exhrmrwanedhought, the use of hi
the crew below in earlier days dr ai

Andm Kaeka dnemermded. o eat .
Four successive explosions of wat
Shit, tKael ssaBshatipbe! milnlutbke wvaintdhi

to summbdef dHraé diremavi ng, the darkling
to sumfanbhench of the portal pact
bel ow decks ,h0souwtetofbascikg htto. myetquar t

Il nside her flooded room, they fourt
color gold to her eyes. They grabhb
made a | arge oval, igniting in crin
Hal dra soéWpaedawmuk .l ooking at?d6 s
o0oKaevan, 6 they said.

oAl I right, Kaevan, report. o

You ¢t allrkvam threaught .

oHal dra, | saved Ilrvands |ife by |
0Shit é no. She awaits rebirth. o

“Recent i nvednst iiornosn,c |Bardast gfoenat ur ed t hi ck
non fire, and possessed huge guns of t

Yava.
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OWhat happened?$

oBal or. Dead. We needlotrometnhtr.o wl hyeorue ,i
separate and, hopefully, the waters h
0She killed Balor by sacrificing her
0That s what | dve heard. Letds get
t wo, come on out. o

Eris whirled out of thWhyohdalallg! sWh a
bl es you?6é6

oLots of assholes outside, 6 Kaevan s

The ala flew through the ceiling. Hi

Clouds darkened and gathered ospidl
navy. Thunderbolts streaked, a deep
scended. Li ke angry serpents, they wt
capsi zed, plunging to watery graves.
ocean.

Leshka steppedHowt cah théepopRtal

0See to their crew, 6 Haldra said. oFP
and fuse. Everyone brings | oot here.

The vila ran off, tending to the in
structions.

A frenzy of | oot collecting began. |
mous crash, and the ship lurched back
in a@iltasht ef fort as the ship listed. T

of menttaelrse, d «H gplod rt aa |

Eri s roeTthuatndeldl. teach them!o

0Time to go, 6 Haldra said, and the ¢

The dar kl i ng s tdrsodmei ddsoewcnt itoon ,t hweh esrhei f
netting of black powder bags and kegs
to a fuse, igniting it, before sl osh
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monstrous explosion tore the ship
near ed.

(@) W 1
O/ S .’r\{-

Tarig sat idors Arfdhaocmre,Zdfiiselj ourney t
had traveled through their cities,
and Samatfia adisf fsiecwlrti tegendeavor with
fire sizzl ed near bhyi,s owiefnee d whyo nr ehge
Tied up with things, she couldno6t b
Besi de Ghiofsf,iCaay gray horn crafted f

vast tempe3he. KNaetsKealt,etayn or b wit

Powered by gleipnir, it would all ov
Zofiel entered through a door, hol
She set it by tohes hettthera,t wmo ua ratgir fea

Chains. ¢
|l dbysoice yelled through the gate

ing!é

Two silver chains hurled through t
emanated from them, their austaamd g

ol o1l 1 j ust |l eave them there, 6 Tar |

0Good idea. One should wear gl ove
of the Zmey graveyard. o

Bad news awaited, given her expr e:

OProceed. ¢

olt is é barren. 6 She ended with
I 61 | find the traitors and close tFf

OArchon, pl ease | et me know i f Ni
your disposal . o

ol know the problem originated 1in
with ours. Heds ready when you are.

0OAl onka is tied up at the moment.

ol remember her from the Dread Wal
during such a tense battle were the

oYes, such a unique woman. 0

0You should get going, Tariq. Pl e;

OFreedom carry you, Archon, 6 Tar i (

had given more of them.
After bowing, he |l eft through the

‘\.
(@ gt )
& KA ¢

One month into her assignment, Saf f
ceremony pamphlet, eager to di scovVe
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Coincidently, Lioris had invitéd her
agreed. They saamirnemtgedta tdheer rsihage,e
pl ace swarmed with people and chekas.
house ceremony of healing.

The pair wal ked inside.

0Do we need tickets?0 Lioris asked &

ONo, everyone is welcome here. Right

Escorted down a flight of stairs an
endedwhttef@ioors. They opened by them
of a great and spacious auditorium.

OEnj oy anni mded/, ® ptelhe usher said, |e

Thousands of people filled fine | eat
wal |l s, a marble stage at the center [
screens hung high above the stage, sh
angel ile dleimgsthe sick and casting ol
with huge horns and frightful feature

Two young meonHia,p plriocarcihse,d .| remember
thusiasm. He reached into a nearby dr
want these for the ceremony. o0

o0Yeah, a costume party, 6 Saffa said,
shoul der .

oLeft shoulder first,o6 one said in |

She put her hands up iawoimmadclk asigli mgn (
Later, she planned to reverse it.

Lioris put her robe on her | eft shot

The young man gave them a white hanc

OHandy, 6 Saffa said. o0ln case | have

0Do not desecrate Voraxmords white &
of Iaw and light. o

ORight ¢é6

0Thank you, 6 Lioris said.

He offered two ceremoni al knives.

o0oSuch a beautiful knife.d Lioris toc

[
[
e
0Sacrifice for blessing o]
Saffa todBk etslse égtche mmyi & bing to get
e ack row by
e

r seat , she s

She chose a seat i n th
things went south. I n h
with a defiant smirk.

oLi ke the drawings

0The angels é they
0So beautiful, 6 Sa

0Those demons ar e

, Lioris?26

e beautiful, 6 Li
a

[

deadpanned.

or
ff
frightening!oé
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oYup €ébo

With the auditorium full, the you
Silence

A spotlight clicked, talgledmimaat isn g
i ng whiotGatrheelreesd. faithful, 6 he said
ity, owe gather her e, witnesses to
darkness and evil run amuck! o
Saffa squirmed in her chair.
o0oDemons everywhere | ead us astray
Voraxmor guides wus. The holy Twel v
Pl ease join me in welcoming one of
The haids omesSkafdtaood up. From t he
his arrogant, pale face. And his s
her teeth, chest and arms tightenir
The stage |lit up as Josnel steppe
white robes over his | eft shoul der ,
just likéstéadet bui dédi agd Rol andds ri
ears in the worst way.

OAre you not edified?6

Everyone stood, cheering, the deat
Shset ood, covering her ears, shoul d

his true nature reveal ed.

Hés an i nfHowada RAglkmedWw®ss of t h
knowl edge, she wanted to banish hin
The cheering subsided.

Li oris ofMycread, hwehrat s wrong?§é6

ol dm é I dm é just overwhel med at
form away, mentally fighting to avc
magi ¢c iesmehimmst know his schemes f i
Everyone sat down with a cacophon

0Tonight, each of you wild.l bear
Voraxmor . Your sacrifices wildl cas
poor unfortunate soul .6 Josnel mot |
forward, wbaesipng Whsteefd shoul der
bandaged, hiding most of it.

Saftthae, fire Smeeld .t hought .

Josneld?>s Yae adhe,v ihle

Not he i cy Maakert bomweghtrFamil i ar.
Wh o ?

Fuztzhye h e a dGe tt hcd vogshetr.?

She considered using her heat shac
Li @riog other nearby eyes would be
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crawled down the aisle, hoping the da
from the ushers.

0Do you have faith to be healed, broc

The man i n bandagesolkndece.léd, his voi

A hand graspdduSafefranmdBwm.ck to your

She froze, gl anci ndgWhbearcek ,t hvei eHeiln gs ad

OHi s holiness signs autographs after

ol really want the first one,d she s
would bfieak ctoasdndt risk it. oBut 120

Josnel pulled a parchment from his r

0OAnd do you swear to keep these holy

oYes. O

The cheka escorted her back to her
| ook Iike the wall

Couwltdnt el,$ k d&bdse ishhe asdnse Itlol d her .

Creepy chekéall Sbavg,t8&8kgdni Jowaecel af
somet hing.

oAl | arise, 6 Josnel sai d.

Seat creaks and flip sounds filled t
ingly stood, too.

0Chosen ones, switch your robes to vy

Cloth rustpedpétr masyedas

Saffa switched her robe to her | eft

OYou have it on the wrong shoul der,
worry as she reached out to help her

Sabsafinger nudged her away. o0l 0m pe

The | arge screens i mRfertantevsehogwad kha

Here comes the bl ood.

An eerie metallic discord sounded.

Josnel held his handkerchief in his

right paHml dowhe white and delightsor
|l eft hand with your holy knife. o

Everyone soon held a knife and whit
pal ms down.

Saffa ignored the commands, watching

OWith the bl ood of many, one wil |l b e
ran it under his handkerchief against
OEveryone, follow my |ight.©o

The crowd copied him, including Lior

Shids wvwhmheer some kind of spel |

The sof't cuts of fl esh, when mul tipl

bl ood seeping out. cMwste db & 1Sra usténreddie thiy
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her friend being controlled, a stir
Soren in battil evasvear rtelaé ¢ &®stkl. e . Nob
wi Bm. sbrry, Sor eSaf fladbldr entaekned eidt tuop
dr awi ng Latotkednnl iitdhree. lonl y one not bei
my demonic side.

Josnel held his bbbediedr hbBhdkdr s/l
brot her. Do you swear by our eter n;
out demons, and abolish chaos?6o6
Shadows swirled around the sick me
hi s ddh¥ead.. 6

o0Cast yourselves out, fucking inf.
Josnel produced a quill from a pc
dri pped down. He scribblbedbloit$omigr
man did the same.

OPl ease join me in the covenant s
Al | raised their bloodied hands a|
Saffa tried to blow her nose in h
stead.
Josnel l ed the congregabakadi haad]l
in rhythm.
Gl ory, glory, to | aw and
Glory, glory, to |l aw and
Glory, glory, to |l aw and

Saffa whipped her handkerchief ou:
Deep | aughter rolled through the |
|

0Did you just hear that | augh?6 s
O0No, Myra. Are you sure youdre o0Kk;
She had heard@ds it i duaasisnugneRdo | naoardtda | s

A fiery heptagon appeared bet ween

0l dm sure. You dondét see the fire

oWhat fire? Are you hallucinating

ONever mind. o

The lights went out. Ever y onleo sgnaesl
stood on stage, his knife, handker c

0ltds a miracle! Through your f ai
all thanks to your sacrifices. o

A fanatical ensembbkeeaf sché&dawusehu

st omach.

She needeid atsada .get out

oLiori s, I donot feel good. Can wi
oOoWhat, Myr a?oé
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OWe neediitofgel newck. ¢

OWe can go. 0

They got up and hurried to the doors
opening one with a smile.

After exiting and heading wupstairs,
back to her quarters widtshisni caknn ehsosu rh.a
Somet hing about Josnel 6s presence mus

0Some ceremony, huh, Lioris?¢6

ol felt the light inside me. Li ke

Saffa wanted t o0 Tghaagn khse rfsoerl fg obiuntg swaiit
sl eep. o6

Lioris gave her a quick hug, then er
Of fended by the ritual and sad for |
dered to her room, and | ay on her beoc
heptagon. Sinister | aughter. Only she
cut herisehdd ®&&ktaeddoat ed a familiar scen
Josnel , making another infernal contr

unholy priest would wait another day.
she returned home.

‘\.

) ‘K"K,:

[ 7
" 4
Y4

|

& K&

On t heTrdiayl efRaggressive knock woke S
She had fdrc&kiededandl &ii on al l night ag

Of f the bed, she removed her silk rc
ot hers, images of the duke riding her
opened the door.

0The show starts in two hours, 6 a msa

0l need a few minutes. 6 She closed t

Keen to get a confession from Vasi

I
tight ponytabsl atWitk hed aepbebn on, s
potion in a shirt pocket and put the
Scimitar on her belt, she opened the
O0Your weapon, Mi ss Myra.©o
ol s coming with me, 6 she said with
weapon, and she would make him think
The annoyed man | ed h&s dst athee. fr ont
Scrumptious as can be, the duke wor
standi ngc @ryr iaage.ncihans screamed near b
oWell é Myra,o6 he said, yawning, gr
youdre prepared for both baking and b
Mi ndf ul of her pauvodbour CGoaee, sthen dwve

a savory sword to a kitchen fight. ¢
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He chuckl ed, extending his hand al

Fans swarmed, but his guards push:
arena.

oVasi l wi || be in the opposite bu
mouth to hide his Ilips from prying
corridor and meet my wizards. Two W
sel f. Themoryfoeus sgiedn,t hvei pe their min

O0You did it -ctohveenr?i6n gs hhee ra sokwend ,mout h

oYes, Loomsight confirmed Vasil ds
tives. o

ONi ce going, 6 she said, noting dar
sl eep?6

ONone, thanks to you. How about vy

OWhen | 6m supercharged with ki, [

OLucky you. o6 After some silence, |

Al | the weight and hurt oorfe athh &i rSc
€ a tale of betrayal, a shit storm,

oSorr , what ?26

0ltds complicated. 6

0ls he dead?d6

ONo, someone brought him back. Bu
si on, they had talked about Soren w
confusi on, frustration and, above &

0Ouch. Sorry | haveno6t been more :
still |l ove hi m?6

OMaybe. Youdre a |l ot more fun.©é

o0Dondét gethemgds deasstrings here.
serious wono6t work. ¢

Mout h angling i ndoYae ashmi ryko,u 6sshee nmad
type. 6

0Soren is, and hef6s a gentl eman. |
ing sex with him? | think you shoul

A flood of sex memories from her
favorite, especially his moving rioa
inside.dBumati tedi dow.

OWedve tried. Things just havenot

0They will if you keep at it. o

OWhat makes you say that?6

0OBecause heds a rock. A firm foun
his |l ove for you. o6

S not betraying me. 6

oOWhen he
i

o}
OWhat did he do?6



358 Jef fer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . |l - Fury Feed

0Sided with Rolandameer!l mgotasbhari ¢h
along with @&@im and a moroi

OHow did he die?b¢

0Yeah ¢é that was my fault.o

0l guess youlOre even. | want to hear
one thing.©o

0That he doesndt trust me?b6
OWrong. That he | oves you, however m
dati on, what are you?b6

OA castl e?b6

oOYoudre a mountain climber.o

OWhen did you get all phil osophical *
oListen to me, Saffa. Heb0s your <cent
the mountain you c¢l i mb. I hope you wo
Sex with El arion and their interact:i
ure and fun. I n a fewdbdabyes ,o0fift twm ud tdh e
Hi s anal ogy, however, rang true. She
adventur e, doting on her, |l oving her,
things up.

OMy reliable one. o

0Thatds right. Having said that, yol
t hrough diplomatic channels for é neg
ONoted. 6 She grinned, pondering EI ar
her sweet Soren reemerged. 0Thanks, E
wonders for me. 6

oOYoudbre wel come. Now i tds showti me. ¢
Through the carriage 0wi rechow mosise sal
arena coming into view, a resonant ch
bl ed. Frenzied fans outside screamed
guards kept them back with organized
My a! 6

Likbe tavern before, fluttery, squi s
gized, and she wondered just how good
At a private entrance, the guards f
passed down a ramp and underneath. Sa
ing a sandstone bunker, the door boom
0The staging area, 6 El arion said. 0C
be here any minute, then we storm Vas
ol candét pay you enough for helping

oYour é everything has been payment
ol f we pull t hi s onfifghtledrl |b egfiovree ylo ug
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L &l
rt dsumrsehane cchawig ec

A J a

The morning dese

anticipation. |l ce covered the floor
wearing ice skates. Covered in a sp
wore an el egant updo. Hecrh asna leedmnt av
forming a grand cube. Suspended in

Drumbeats sounded as she skated ar
joined in, bl ending with cell os, e
mance.

The skater glided to thké aceprtdemd,e hs
ments passed. Her arms raised. Si |
stance. Seconds seemed | ike hours.
out spiderweb cracks. A backflip foc
g eating jagged fissures.

OFuck this, | et 0s have some real 1

The crowd erupted in | oogHobhpphhuKe

Air rippled around her as she twi
her outfit changing into a white t
giant ramp. A thin runway |l ed to he

An el ectric bandura manifested 1in
|l eashed a rock anthem roaring throtu

She sped toward the ramp, playing
flipping, l anding on a floating pl
exploding in white and red firewor/}
OWhoos reddy pfl @er Ro me

d

Ramp an runway flickered out of e
sheer force of shouting, clapping,

&/ e ',I
Fifty minutes to showti me, Sad d ar au
tine inside their bunker.
0Sounds | ike quite the warmup, 6 E|
ol I ove warmups. o
El ariondothuekmkeember your warmup | a:
0And | was so hoping to try it ou:
OMaybe after the show, 6 EIlarion p
0Rel ax, everythingds going to be
OMy person will be here soon. 6
OYou mentioned it. Stop worrying.
0Just the fate of our nations on
A cloaked man entered from aYsesude
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Grace, webOre ready to begin. o
OLukas, 6 Elarion said. oOProceed with
olt wondt trigger the wards?06 Saffa
ONo, 6 Lukas sai d, pulling a blank sc

intoned, pinkies and thumbs joined.
The scroll floated in the air, and a

what the eye saw.
As Lukas motioned his hands, the ey
sandstone etched the scroll. The ot he

i nsi de, along with nine cheka.

0OThatds them, 6 EIl arion said.

Ol nteresting, dohdbkashavaei b.l uekTldgd pe
Somet hing is off. o

0OYoudre right, 6 EIl arion agreed. 0May

OAnd Vasil 6s face is too thin, o6 Luks

0Do yofu6o t hin

oDecoys! We must abort! o

Footspbepded in the distance.
OA crowd is coming, 6 Saffa said, wWor
0Get yourse
An unl ockin

k

I f and our people out of
g sound came from a door.
i

Hands fl ic PANi Imt k as ponbomad, he di
gust .

The door opened. A dark | augh echoec

ovVasil, 6 El arion whispered, face pal

Ready to transform, she prepared for

OMorsligatus! 6 Dark tendrils snaked
binding their arms and | egs.

oWatch this. o

0Dond6t, 6 he whispered.

I't was posétbkeroWabel drde identity.
|l ater and try again.

00kay. o

Vasi | strode i n, wearing chain gaun
greasy black hair o0o0zing arrogant ma
with blue shoulder stripes foll owed,
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Guess he go
Paranoi d, but

si | said whi
Loomsi ght beg
todayods show
cour se One h
silver coins
t i nVéh?a t a0 bro
unnerving mi n
bitigagumtilset s

Vasi | hat ed
acted without
t hor ifmaatmiocnr o
of the worst
herself for his outburst.

OHow dare you arrange this withou

face, spraying spittle.
0l dondét wunderstand. o
0Silence! 6 Vasil sai d, striking E
know you arranged it. Question i s:
El ari on &Tpatglbdroiofdy our family nan
oOPerhaps. Your impulsiveness has ¢

to painds threshold on the rack. 6
What a jackass!

Attempting to dr abkv aartitoennt i Saf faaw afy
scream.

0And what have we here?6 Vasi l ga
whel ming chef. éd He | ooked her over,
é fatA peasant. Disgusting. You mus:t

barrassingéfor our family.
Fatt?P Il |l fucki Agd tleadthikse olivé aide ro fcfolv e
She bit her tongue, tightening al|

oOoFather, 6 El arion said. o0l ¢éo
Vasi l raised his fist.

oOoPl ease be merciful, Your Maj esty
strike her instead.

Vasi | unl eashed a secaondplhatytmakiem
dute eyes welled with pain.
0Thereds your mercy. Would you | i

Chekas snickered.
She shook her head, forcing a fak:
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ONo? Fine by me.d6 A third haymaker
scious.

Vagdslcruelty disgusted her. It took
and unl e afswarhdesr bre gchamned.

oPatch him up. Candt have him scarr e
A wizard gbabpaed, Elatopbonng, O0Guartra
Wi tdr,aclki s jaw snapped back into pl a
his face pained.

The wizard pulled out a cl ot h, cl ear
0OKeep them bound and stay here until
oYes, Your Majesty, 6 the wizard saioc
OAfter the show, youo6ll come to my <c
see you in the arena. Try not to make

knows our family name candt take much
oYes, Fat her . 6

Vasi | |l eft with twelve others. Thirt
mai ntained the dark cords.

Saffa shared a quick gl ance fwihten EI

right call. They could make another a
@ xX& &
Saffa and EIl ari on, still bound by dar
opened, r e véesa | si anngd stthoen ea rfelnoao r .
Kenzie r an oiWhtad 0tsh eg ori mgm.on her e?06
00rders Majemthi /asi |l , 6 a cheka said.
OYou people,d6 she said, shaking her
When vyour names are called, enter the
ONo. Wedll be forcing them in. Only
OEIl ari on, Loomsight apologi zes. Pl e
do with this.Oo
0l understand, é he said, posture cal
Kenzie |l eft the room with a growl
Kol@asnaamplified voice rang out, OFor

very embodi ment of strength and grace
ous El arion Kaul ensho!bé
Dar k binds forced Elhareischm | tdg twher a&r

into the arena before disappearing. H
gled jaw showcabedabovehehmagwaves ea
Kol ana hushed everyome ebar eéower ibeg ¢
From her beguiling beauty to her cap
searing sorceress, Chef Myra Thornfie

Dark binds forced Saffa out, tdamud t he
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the cold hold dissipating.
Not wanting to do the show with hi

it behind a wall near the bunker do
spry Myra persona, jogging into the
on t hfiea cbued € f ul sight.

Roars of ten thousand voices empo)
asm, she unsheathed her scimitar, s
ing it, she blew kisses to the c¢crov

came fywmeeeer caressing helr waondy nvwoi
El arion coveAfetdehilsdmolmadk from Ve
Unaware of his words, she gazed a
delicious ki .

He grabbed her arm and &cfafefeaedst
me . 0

Jolted out of her f &eSdirmrg,. Doe yoar
rescue you from torture?6é6

ONo. You must keep your cover.o
0See you tonight?56

0Tomorrow. His interrogation wil!/
oShit. 1 6m so sorry.ao

olé6ll live. 6

oONow, for royal team t wo. A man wh
your palate with his |l ooks and di sh
Chef Pavlio Greis!o

Pavlo stepped in from the opposi ng
oned tbBbe e@edowdti on.

Their deafening cheehsanmiorsg., batt

Pavlo arri owedcentehe bownag to EI
honor facing off against you. 6

OLi kewi se, Pavl o. I hope you donbo
show?6

0l suppose. o

OPl ease join me in a momeartstaofé6 si |
OHow dramatic, 6 Saffa said to EI al
He shrugged, mouth angled sharply.
OWould you like to know who it is’
Exasperated pleas came from the ci

oLet me hear you scream! o

An ensemble of hollers ensued.
Smel | somteh éni nigr @ allead t hought .
Vasiols, the stinkiest

No. Wofrmcer csimel |
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Wher e?
Not ,khewicy head thought, their worr
She scanned, unabl e to Mwst olre siemwsie:

possessing someone.
0Compl eting teamEmyom,e nalel, hédadiel ekiad t
nit!o

A great wuproar crested over the arer
Il ce crawled up her spinepiatsclsdd wtleien

El ari on met her gaze with concern, h
ringing ears.

I n RolSaknadd n i whi mpered in her mi nd.
Shit! Josnel merged Roland with Mort

O0Our shrines afiegeidti é®ordwods hepref O

ship oneself with care, peace, and r
there someday? Please dosphpercdaarste. dve
i Memoirs of | shethra
CC

i Chapfier 28

TEMPLE

n a small entry chamber with dark d
Ieyes agnuds hnionsge wi t h s @rsr fiwl mile hlhesl d o2
as memories of her flooded his mind
Nightwindds council chamber for the f
cour age, her hand ki sses, every beaut
him in silent spel |l s, her serene stre

priate,resmarkficing themselves for hi
Her | ast wor ds bree slt ayeBdy tifordn ehwrdsn dnmi t nod. :
wanted to be weak. To weep. To die.

Hours passed while he dayemtheamrece ccl

in dim |lighting.
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At | ast, he hobbled to his feet.
him down. As he trdsdhebmbab| dht beet
ground and angled away. Her hel m s

cracking against the floor.
Darkness came.

% 7
“
N

|

(@)

& KK
Soren groaned, face aching, just 1
burned. woMi $¢th o6thet he sorrow simmerin
Zel@&:nehel met . He scrambled to his f
ing it against the entrance doors.

against the other doords black surf

What ?

With his shadagulhckegr r edasseido e dn.

Maybm hot worthy.

He stepped back to t he entrruasnhceed dw
a shout, ramming hiumdrou it shien gl oloirss swh d
skittering away again.

He wished to honor Zebé&Eoe god, r &e
said, holding her hel met against hi

The armor clinked against the door

a

sprawled into bright, grand chamt
ment o. Satisfaction cafthe meqliest pwa
An expansive marble floor spread
walls and ceiling painted wdéishetkigg
upon a throne of bone. Skull s garn
known.

A glitterliinkge, ndaitaemoinad s ki nned t he
wrapped around her | egs. Arms on t|
robes. Her majestic, r a&wortkeac kwi nlgisk
i mage, she wore a phoenix mask, col

frame, blue and yell ow sparkles dan
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I guess this explains | shetohreand g aizres
into the statueds eyes, pulNeanglded?2!
Yava. |, Demvor a, Emperor of Navi a, <
save my beloved kin from eternal sl au
henceforth and foreeer wi Whogovoear PoB. a
him to fuck right off.

A black plaque on the side, engraved

copyys <sseyeat 19,322, 6¥aalamosw. f Hoé yt
agol! And ddfsihreitthelay ha dmaswk al. fametehi n
turned from Saffads world and fought
A second gHleaquérroemad:r e Htso rdeadr .k ihre alra |

Soren stared, mésmeeaueyd. bVYhi fewemahn
power ful, but nothing screamed dar kne
Crystal tables spread out along the
sat in silence, medswaantdienrge dora rroeuanddi.n g
At one tabl e, he glimpsed a thick t
bl ack cover .N&vigeon dNitridrea:r eTaadl:es of
I .1

He sat, pdsachenlgm Zoen etnhree t abl e, t hen
The table of contents |listed hundr ec
pades, techniques, and c aoFralmyroilteunaalvs.

comsadotn | y
I nteresting.

®“Furry |ittle old man who cleans and prot
one.
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After perusing many graphic pages

manoi d holdd ntgaial ,malvé&kra posture i n ¢
the consort must grasp their mavkabd
intoning the spell, granting Wheinr
her consort inserts her taidlt ardirsu
untilé rel eased.

Bl 1l definitely try that if | beco

Safftha® @ hought, a | ohgmhgssyouderi n
Unable to find a matching domai n,

Gemno also fit this category, one Z
Did Zelene even exist at all whil e
desired to protect and serve above
agai n. | f nly he could remember he

t is eye. He shut the |

A tear | e
The mur al
her ti mel:
Lava
The number mu s3 o rreenp rtesmngwomd wdkn St
i nvol ved Ankhlr ®ésmybxas. t wenthern hipiustah
come before Samatrian recorded hist
He shuffl edid odndawi mgxshpwed her s

h
sbhso weidf eDeimmv obreaaut i f ul ,

0
f
S

ne on th¥e#d8GeYaffaa Waimvp

demons on obsidian rock, | ava <casc
oYearmn9, Yava: Demvora Be®domes Demon
More pictures showed her exploits
through real ms, di splays of | egend:
combat | asting for centuries. She h
and bruéméssgslecisinvifying and inspi

woul d necessitate such t achaircks ,h ebaurt
firmed.
The next portion contained a vivi

Devourer. Demvora stood on topdof i
ogres wearing black studded | eather
great axeg uwmi¥telmrglddwBi,ngrav a: Demvor
the Devourer.

| mpressed with her | eadership in
stepped to the next image and took
Tal | as the wall, she satdosonceéehtee]
fl oor madeaof 4lldyaYava: Demvora Bec

I suppose her thC€Clbinkl $s sswmadleedfup
as he wondered hovbvmamsy ad mt ittoi ébse cs0oh
A |l engthy mur al spreadietugi Itihmg utghne
Nawisa | engt hy conYfelairct2 4wli7t,h Y+hevaav:e nl.



368 Jeffer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . Il Fury Feed

| nvbadko.nstrous gray machines fired tor

humanoi ds, wearing white mesh ar mor,
Some wore backpacks with coils connec
beams of I Il dhswoObtdbhewsthewhite hilts
Aut omatons akin to iron golems flew b
What manner of machines? AndBthtese v
godbns t anks, and muskets used by rabs,
in comparison.

OHoly Hells. 6 Soren gaped at the nex
ning floor to ceiling. Clouds, pl anet
the center, its evieargi 2819 adgay.us@ut

Againsd Heaven.

His jaw hit the floor. Voraxmor doct
par aditedlsiThseyebol s!

He pulled robes apart at his chest,
i nsThle.symbol 9os nhanée awodilddseiyc tbwrn ¢ t ¢
somet hing. l's it aHewat® ®owme fgi ade D¢

such a thing eluded him, along with t
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nedd.scinating.

Near by depictions showed demons s
and unleashing their wrath upon inf
Why did they fight?

As he examined more pictures and t

first contact , infernals came i n fi
Those demons taken prisoner bore wh
i nvadhearrsvesrt ed for their magic. The

Head shaking, j awoYeelae n c7h8e04,, hYea vmaa
mad eGraphics showed their wanbdosthe:t
returning, dying repeatedly, each |
ti on. I n some real ms of Navi a, i nf i
away to Heaven for experiments. Dur
caague, but the great capital never
aglen warrior fighting at Demvor ao:¢
the infernals at bay.

The nonsensi cal amounts of death
nose running. Now he knew why Mot he
The i magery here, with its sheer Wwe
one Hell 6t Hemagiuhenwhat the other s
At Deinmvosacrificial section, he r
this shrineds completion, she stoo
Soneph, Dictator of Heaven, stood v
signing a blt®hodecontAr dotnhgwpl aqgue d:

oDemvor a, hereby known as contract
hereby known as contractee and repr
t e ms.

Josnel . A devi l he now knew.
Rage boiled at his deception. And
No . Not |l i ke Saff a. Not |l i ke Mot her

He yell ed Deetc eti ve ntge xmo,nst er s ! Crue
voice roared and echoed through t he
rained from his eyes as he dropped

Demons at tables remained uninter

OFuck! 6 he yell edsiadoflorcadiyngqughi msel !

He continued reading ®©Ole sa@Get ma Or
contractee must irrevocably perforr
mai ns perpetually i mprisoned within
by any means, magi catmanent heuWwli seo
a t hr eleed ghwal srasndlisu S hfrrimme.Demvor a

Hi s st omdoh esarkp.i ng, |l i ke Saffa a

oferm Two: Under no circumstances
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in or from Heaven, or its inhabitants
traverse, or mani fest within the terr
extends to all for s, onfagiincgarle 9so,r wohtehte

He sioHeeadr.en. Angel s. Unbelievable. o6

oferm Three: no entity born or creat
to as Navians, but not exclusively, s
Heaven. This restrictiosiercomp®duten:
physical, etheréeal, or magical mani f e

0l guess this is a special contract
pressed but annoyed at the | egal ese.

oBreach c¢clause: should any term here
and permanency of the Netherseal, as
irrevocabl e dissolutionwidfl booctchurNa vnisa
| eaving no possibility for prevention

OMutually assured destruction, 6 he ¢
peace.

Near by, a depiction showed and wrote
worshipers bloodied themsefdesailperhi
knew al l too well Upon its completic
pl oded.

The brut al reality of her soul sacr |
This mavka, i mprisoned in a void for
racked with the worst fate one coul d

Saffa had spent a few hours in it a
Crushed and s pUmfndtntgo maolrl eet er ni ty?

Il rate frosm ®efmveriang, he ambled to t

his sadness. O®ler POlsadiyagatca@pshonTThed8ec
picted Naviads proxy wars to fight [
real ms: Yava and others |ike it:; S 0O M
technology; the rest fantastic or biz
Saf fadiso m.

He found a black guest book and o
signatures and notes. He t humbed th

Dragan fr odrs Ndoguhntomilnd signed next t
heart. The mavkaHBesl dire |ksahded e nat i aonnde dl
have visited with them, given their n
visit-fafvettyieratrys ago.

With solemn gratitude casting out s
a tiyamknote to Zel ene alhdwiChlmasyou yt wa
And you, Saf f a, [ hope to stand with

He ended with a second note of thank
and the gravostgtofythhe sbiflapsed in

pe
ro
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The doors creaked open, waking Sore

Ahooded woman in purple robes wal

ti me, he realized the | ost crystal
he might | eave.
0Soren, Il sheth
OWho are you?o6
standing. OHow
Mot her ?0
She |l ifted her
ing hedl haomdMel
|l shet hrat iime dri
I 6m taking you ¢k
This &®» mars hen
unnerved him. 0\
man, are you?bo

0O0As you ar e, |
I am, you may be
And he wunder st
fying her from ¢

dar k, i mmoar tlailc hv
0l know what you are. Itdéds not sol
ol wield great power, Soren. |t i
0lt corrupts. o
OWas Zelene corrupted?56
ONo, 6 he said, knowing the might
cial .o
OHow about Saffa?é
OAl so special, al beit reckl|l ess. 6
OAnd | shethra?é
0l see your point. How do you kno

~

0Beyond centuries of acquaintance
Chastityds sacr i f ienrbr aYcoiun gc ayno uhro ntor

come fiamnl iecnf or cer of | aw, justice,
and mentor you. o6
ol |l i ke those ideal s, and | want t

ONot when you sacrifice and chang:
Frustr atdbesd cloyntSaflf,a his frailty, a
because of his | ost arm, the oppor
him. To keep memories of Zelene el a
0Zel ene! 6
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Mel at had Tteantid s dr.i ght ¢é youdl | never
even if centuries from now, you can L
you. o0
0She wanted me to be strong for her.
0OAnd strong, you wil/ be. 6
OWhatds this involve?56
OA ritual, ending when | bestow a ne
new form and power s, the infernal bl i
OFreedom, éd he said with | onging.
ONobody wi |l control you. Youodl| fi

forever with righteous power . 6
OLi keinRel sndpped him. o6

0The realms need you, Soren. You hay
moroi to whom heds now bound. 6
OMortemir is fused with him?6

0The infernals have cursed them both
0l saw where Roland ascended to beco
terror. o

0Toget her, you and | wil/l act as et
many others from ever occurring.©6
Chills of exci toelmeunntd ecrrsatwal nedd nhmyi sp usrkpi
get fixed?6

0By your evolution, it wildl be so.6
OWhats adorilfi ce?6

OEmotion. Pai n. Guilt. Weakness. 0
0Saffa always said | | acked emoti on,
OEmoti on i siywsielkensosw, thdrsem

OWhat about | ove?b6

OYour friendships will remain, but vy
the flesh. o

ONo sex, right?2?6

oOWhil e you cannot have pleasure, not
o0Can | be a consort as a |ich?2?6

ONo. Youdl | be i mmune to a mavkads k

or consume your soul .o
The cocastdbing would be cast away wit
spel |

oPonder, 6 she said, |l eaving his side
A grueling choicé&s awansedt iIrmeyicetce an
become Saffads consort and have her p
tract, or kil |l hi msel f.

He sat, gazdsogstawnnnbennmgv ogtaat ue, bat't
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I nti macy with Saffa and | ater Zel el
wondered i f he could please Saffa v

I f he went the | ich &toudhlandge Hied
natAvrfe he di dndt get any pleasure, |
he could with his new body. He coul
sort.

From Zel ene, he knew Mot her was s
Mel at har ,0dpegrihvagpns uspheon t hi s consor
contract as the greater need. Saf f
could find another consort easily.

And he would never ask Saffa to me
spend constant ment al effort and Kk
become this |ich of justice dismiss
Mel at har .

oOMel at har, 6 he said, standing, ol

OAsk, 6 she said, striding back to

ol believe Saffa will find a cons
cannot accept this transformation v

oWhen she rebirths, | shet hra and
the right person. ¢

0Good. I also need a chance to sp
swear on your soul I 61 | have this o

ol swear on my soul, Soren, t hat
ascension. o0

0Then 16l become a Ilich. 6

0Good é06 she said in a | ow, raspy

OWhyo6d you pick me?6

0By my authority, you are chosen.
tutel age, al | | awl ess mal evol ence s

Eager to become more powerful and
resonati m§vhwitt thalpipmns now?9o

ol &1 1 bind you. When we | eave thi
al so dampen your mind so you canbdt
In Elenmir, your ascension awaits. ¢

Great power and untold magic | ay
trigued hi m, but he wanted to ask &

0Can you explain the mural ?06 he a:

0oltés a constantly exploding mass

OHow can a thing constantly expl o

OA cos mifcumlnionmatleyd ener gy and mat €
known. The infernals harvest it f o
real ms. ¢
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OHowo6d they build such a gigantic st
0l must admit é | dondt know. I t ds
al | day, but it would only be specul a
oNo. Proceed with the binds. o

0 Me nMcerrs!| i gatus. 0

Shadows spread from heds ahen,l mciomeai
coon, | eaving his face visible. His c

| eft the shrine.

LS 7
A\ 4
a ks e
Jig J
P N

> (&>

Outside the shrine, demamd fmawdtetm rawaH
Soren stared down at the Everdark ar
ing demoo®i gb ®al dr gone, | guess itd
0OLook how theydve devolved, 6 Mel at ha
ter. o

With the pleasant shrioné adiakegoheyo
smell that?é

ONo. 6 The Il ich made a hand motion. ¢
A thunderbird wreathed in |ightning
t hem. Bl ue, with wide, feathered wing
his skin.

0This safe for me?b¢o

OMy shadows will insulate you. 6

0l't doesndét hurt you?bd

0As || mentioned before, omeveerlk of
Given the physical and emotional pai
ni 6e. admit, this appeals to me. 6

ol t is a blessing |ike none other. o
climbed up and sat behind him, using
back. OoOFly! 6

Aelrin cracked her wings wdéshstomadhk
fell, a sensation equally wunpl easant
iting would be unlikely, given the fo
With astonishing speed, Aelrin trav

nosts tried tdd Kveaerpmulput coul dn
While they flew, Melathar explained

into two rubies, an amethyst, and f i\
sockets, granting vosioentdhefamethegas
Three gems would be placed strategi ce
f ound. For the | ast t wo, truditMed - keep
at har one, |l shet hra the otbeti omBy, dte

probabil ity odduwceadnatnee nitn fdiemitthe sri ma | |
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At t hes atbyps,s the |ich said, ORest ,
Their steed panted, perched on t h
0Can a | ich be killed?56

oOnly i f all soulstones are destr.
OAny other vulnerabilities?9d
0OBesides imprisonment, di sintegr a
and our soul shard traverses the s
our rubies and amethyst and find u:
mo ufintthey mouesti mihhemot al | wi th soul ma
0ls I shethra one of yours?é

0She keeps both stones. 6

O0You must really trust her. 0

OWe were | overs once. Despite gr o
The casual way pMeelca tohuasr ksnhoaw! eedd gteh
and his trust for the lich grew.

ol appreciate your candor with &ev
about in Nightwindds archives. Or t

O0Our deeds may be dar k, depending
isndét flowers and rainbows. 0

o0Do you é? Do we have to kill oft
o0Only when necessary. When chaoti
oLi ke Mortemir and Rol and. ¢
OPrecisely. o6

o0Does a lich have a spirit cord?9
0This connection is severed, remo:
gems contain your entire soul .6
0One |l ess thing to worry about. W
OWhen destroyed, they release the
capture in another gem. When al l e
prize. 6

0Same as mortal death?25¢6

0Yes. Reforming |l ost gems quickly

Bri mstone scorched hdlsblnloshei gglsad
pl ace. 0

OYoud!l | asnoyowh etrrea veeilt hout adverse e
After the bird rested, they flew .

zone. Mel at har then conjured a dar k

O/ dedy

I n Eldesnnmiorp chamber, Soren sat i n a
white roombs center. Mel at har wor e
hol ding an amethyst. A table nearby
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two rubies, and one of sapphire, emer
shadows remained wrapped around hi m,
preventing him from obeying the infer
derstorm l,oomgdilabovd ghtning strikes
nating their billowing shapes but mak
0Soren, before we begin, 106l explai
my sisters will wash you. o

oDoesndt sound too bad, 6 he said, pi
rubbed down with sponges. The chance

0The washing will strip your fl esh &

Any exciteme@mdg wiboiut dModamged t o horr
to hurt, | assume?56

0The |l ast pain of your existence. O

OHow fashapgpes?6hi s

OEach sister must take at | east ten
Wel | , shit.

OWith each washing, I 611 guide a por
compl eti on, | shet hra wil!l seal t he a
gems. Then you can reform your fl esh,

0Slice my soul up. Okay. And 1811 he

0By the ritual, one | spent centuri e
cension. o

0This will darken me. 0

0OAl ways remember, itds your choice F

0l dondét want to become a horrible g

0Be confident in your contr ol and pu

0Confidence, not my strongest vVvirtue

ol &1 1 gi ve -ryeosu san nel ecrheomatkalt o wear .
|l ater. This artifact will store ki an

ONo other clothing?é

olt gets in the way. Now, for your r
from |l etters of my old name. But you

O0You can pick mine. 6

0So be it. Soren, | 6ve never traine
brings me satisfaction. Are you prepa

Despite the grim ritual,, it present
contract. No matter how painful, he m

0l 6l'l need to speak with | shethra fi

0Sheol | be here soon. Sisters of the

Si x -eHifghsorceresses soon appeared on
vacant . Mo s t bore solemn expressions;

OHi Lariel, 6 he said to her.
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0Soren, 6 she said with a quick no
0l shethra, | summon you.©6

A short time | ater, the mavéabHell e
Mael thra, so good to see you again.
0Sisters, 6 the |lich said without |
Soren, you may speak with I shethra
OMaelthra, 6 | shethra said. o0l al s
OAl |l owed, 6 the | ich said, and otr he
war d.

With her smiling gaze, MotohSor eamp,p |
heart is filled with pride in your
ask. o6

OYou invited me to be Saffads con

this what you want?506

0Do you trust your mother?6
oYes. O

0OBreaking the contract is vital
support for your ascension. o
oUnderstood. 6 Motherds frankness
anglratitude spread through his frar

mony, Mother. O

oThat, Soren, i s all mine é€ my sol
Son. Another firs@&t woamnt ftroonc rhyerhe
ryone, but a tear slipped out.

Mot her took it away with her thuml

He nodded.

She hugged, her for
in hbBeeai] ent and s
dure. 6

After five minutes of huggi n@T hwati |
will do. 6

sing thro

m passi
iyvbudor &nsetwvr bhag

Mot&erhand | ingered before she shi

Love. So many new words today.

He forced the damn tears away, <ccoO
silent stillness during the washing
anxiety.

0Sor en, [ Mel at har , having author
Lariel, come forward. 6

Eyes closed tight, he tense&d uwm,ntf

see his flesh burn from Larields fi
The -&alifghcame forward and pressed
l'ips. He opened his jaw and | et the
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teet h. Then he bit down hard, feelincg
wave of anxiety raising the hairs on
0Soren, 06 she said, voice noble as he
Lariel, cleanse you. Walk endl essly.
ignited in azure fire as she grabbed

her srezpling g
He gagged from the acrid scent of |
scorched his |l eg, spreading through h

berated deep in his chest as he rocke
Eyes reddening with stinging tears,

the metallic scent of his vomit fille

as he exerted every control for Mothe
Wit h ad Moltchwea, | shet hra gazed down o

reflection.
For five mtenut ema,s stalgee dhihghs t hi gh t o

surrounding tissue of his hip, workimr
right -mtnuhe tank.

Hands doused, she gave a soft, war m
fl ame gl yph.

White tendrils of light wafted from
Me | adtsh ahran d .

He gasped for breat h, realizing the
|l eat her to keep from screaming.

oDane, 6 the |Iich said, oO0come forwarc

0Soren, 6 Dane said, advancing, o0l , L
moved her hands near his right Il eg. 0

As her hands traversed slowly, his s
shapes, |Iike someone peeling him with

Taken by the pain, he screamed, mu f f
mi ght .

|l shethra placed a hiamgenvés hep. mose

Dane returned to the mind symbol aft
found the amet hyst.

Groans sputtered in his throat. No
mai ned conscious and alive, he whimpe
Si x. MoTear odr iGpped from his eyes.

oVesna, come forward. 6

She wandered w&S&arenhed , g&¥2esnacycl ea
And she crafted two sharp, shadowy sc
justice. 6 For fifteen minutes, she ca
bone | i ke she had adaditsitei ¢ isnei can a&me
a frigid spear.
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A deluge of tears fell from hdes- e
straining shadows, he wailed into h
honoring Mother and Zel ene. Barely
tormented his body.

Anot her white stream filled the a
symbol

Motdéderbrows tightenedl|l &8s she gl ar e

OEvant he, come forward. 6

0Soren, 6 Evanthe said, wal king to
the shield of order. Guartratam. 6 S
soothing warmth flowing through his
caused hhmsnekpaiand flesh falling

At ten minutes, she finished. Ligl
Bones only now formed his | egs and

Appreciative of this last el f, he
it recapturing the |I&atmhequesdtr.i pA
removing filiteksd wpieademuahg skil]l of

After touching his neck, Evant he |

Me | adtshasrhadows compacted, covering
visi bl e.

Unable to feel arms or |l egs, only
from | osing his mind.

ORNKiI an, come forward. 6

0Soren, 6 Rhian said, walking forw.
nal pl easRioretsi.t awe.n6f eNear hi s groi n,
ered violently, causing him to buc
Skin, vessels,samar ated and vibrate
minutes. More |light for the amethys

He forced himself to remain consci
tal state | ethargic, his nervous sy

The shock of Il osing his manhood ¢é
that . He |l onged to kiss Zel ene, bu
came first. Rightfully so.

SagtfFd oods of memories raced throt
Dat es. Her worl d. Heart aching for
l enges and trust issues. But there

The col d, sad realitiyt swaermpttalke eaf
things.

oKailani, 6 Mel athar called. o0Come

The dalifghstrode near and pr eoSeod eme
I, Kai l ani , cleanse you. Cast out ks

showing hints of sorrow, she thrus
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bowel s carefully ast thh e ofdl maard. oD gamist
sensations, minimal pain hit.

Ten minutes | ater, l'ight found the
gl yph, | owering her head at hi m.

Hi s heart stil]l beat as bl ood dri ppe
Wor sdts odveart now, I think. Six down.
Mot her stood before him and tugged c
Relieved at tphad ns i ghre ofelnrema smadr,e and
0Sor en, |, | shet hr a, cleanse you. Ca
hands into his chest I|Iike a specter.
Happiness. Euphori a. Joy. Such blis
Mot her would wait until the |l ast seco
For the entire time, she kept her ey
gl eamed in her eye.

Soren t odk ivin sMagtehearnd f ear some appe:
become his mother and showed such | ov
for her warmed his heart.

At precisely ten minutes, Mother tor
and lungs in a single motion. Hi s fle
Pain. Emotion. Sensations. Gone, sayv
new, cold calcul us.

Mot her set his organs on the floor,
White | ight streaked from his mout h,

amet hyst.
Wit h Mes ahamd gyweesp,met mess of skin

formed into a neat pile under his cha
0Sisters, lay your right hands on mi
Foll owi dg ekaeampleh the women came fc
his head.

0Soren. 6 Mel athards tone was |l ouder.
dom serve the realms in | aw. 26

A sltltcarap kit his head. Senses spinnin

Y 7
» N

() & [

Everything bl ack

e 1
: Soren sdast ,mimnosw nag fbi

extending, producing a bony forearm a
frame.

|l shethra | aid hands ®®orhers, slk,ulll s h éte
authority of Melathar, seal this anoi
From the amet hyst in his head, seven
and into seven gems on the tabl e.

As Mot her withdrew her hands, a hol
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took the rubies and thrust them in
tint esdcalge awer isomaoadsMoehemacted in
OMy vision is gray and slow, 6 he
oYour vVvision is enhanced, 6 Mel at h;
adapt to the higher rate of percept
OWhat ds wrong with my ears?o6
0Theydl !l normalize soon. 6
0Soren, 6 Mot her sai d, owedre al mo
you. o6

With no feelin
oYour master b
athar told hi m.

, h e a cokTnhoawl ke dygoeud.

gs
ids you cover your

He peeked down, glimpsobhag Yhows nreawa
it, Master?0

0Yes. It wi I | help you blend in.

Thinking of his flesh reforming,

shifted in his chair, it formed his
Hi s ashen skin gave no sense of tou

0Sor en, kneel . 0

He shifted off the chair to his ki

Lariel slid the chair away and hal

The |l ich placed the colSooake ngv eai thhi
and your ascension, I give you a ne
thundered with unmistakable pride a
l'ich of | aw!é

He stood, wrapping the c¢cloak aroul

Before him, a ghostly copy ofdshe
mi ssion materialized. I n silence, i

One might celebrate @&t .s©OWohyamii o
came at having a nuisance removed.
Mel at har withdr ewo diest sthadofwst He o

Each sister |l eft in portals or smi

Five gems | ay on the table: sapphi

ONeros, 6 Mel athar said, dOeach gel
|l shethra and | must hide the sapphi
you and | will hide the rest. o

OPrudent, 6 Neros agreed.

Mot her took the semphatd, @dahd Mat:t

ol f you dondt mind, 6 Mother said,
Soren. o

O0You may call me whatever you wi s|

OHow do you feel 2?6
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ol feel nothing, 6 he said, attuned t
0OBut | sense new power. Are you happy

o0Yes, Soren, you are free. 6

O0And by | aw, I owi || repay you. o6

oONo. You. Will. Not. Consider al/l d e

oVery well . o

OMay | take Zeleneds hel met back to

0Zel ene, 6 he sai d, memories of her f
ity, so you may take it. o

Mot her gr abobleddn tphreo updi eocfe .y ou, son. 0
He gave an emotionless nod.

0See you soon, 6 she said, snapping
A fiery portal took her away.
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0At t hedisdtaattorofhihp,s Vasi | decreed
years straight. Untold blood spill e
came from all over Yava t

i For the Love of War

CC

i Chapfier 29

BAKING

n Smwiskmr ena, ti me sl owed for Saf
Ieyes narrowed.

Rol and entered, wearing pious w
rogant smil e, he waved to the c¢crowd

El arion grabbed herdMarsm, blei pvsasn d &
|l ook pissed. 6

ol am, 6 she said, hand guarding h
me . 0

oWhat is it?0

0The fucking worst ritual. And du
Soneph bound Roland with a moroi. I
oSaf f a, think about t his. | f t her
front of everyone. 't would taint

need Myr a. Ni ghtwind needs Myr a. Ke

I haHand hgsabbing her &lkfi mitaeeho
his dark magi c, | &m unl oading every
The duke noddoeGr eeetd nmisyotHeod.i nes s,
chef . o

00ne of my many hobbies, Your Gr a
Lips twitching,Yosulre Hfodri cneeds sa és mihla
0Chef Myr a, |l &m excited to see whi
Yo&auin my hottest fire.

Such, aMaretse mioi ce hi ssed i n her mi r

And you haveHswchi atbedf ehkowmdfrewr
perfect for each ot her. Fal se pri es
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Dark | aughter sounded in her mind.
Rol and shook his head with a moment &
Goods Bbene.

The four compet idtsorcse nstteoro,d gianz itnhge uapr
OWedve got a prizeld theafmaelsov ®r sa

OWinning team gets this artifact. The
Laughter filled the stadium
0OYoubve heard of catching |l ightning
fire in a jar?¢6
A drdasgomoar sounded bel ow, the crow
kitchens ascended from the arena fl oo
OEl arigan hekdlthe fire, 6 she said, co

fl ames.

0Good plan, 6 he said, relief etchinc
0Challenge one: dragon fire smoothi e
Saffa and Roland grabbed empty jars
00One minute to prepare. Time starts

The number 60 appeared on the magic
down.

Saffa skimmed a nearby parchment . It
guiring mashing and juice extraction.
mu st be blended i mmediatel vy, or the m

El arion y®Hloewd dat | Paxltoact the juic:é

Pavl o smirked eAfrer ¢ hesykirre@ | Rol @mrd ,n

Rol and 8Nobuduyedwatched the show, | ¢

Saffa gave Elarion a crash course o
|l ay nexfia tma@incalrncontainer to compl e

0Thanks, 6 the duke said. OAshamed tc

OMe neither, but | 6ve seen enough he

OTi meds up!dé6 With Kolanads raised ar
adult red dragon emerged, restrained
streams of fire.

OFI ames must mai m! 6 some chanted, c |

0Scorch and torch! 6 a section yellec

Drumbeats resonated aéDwveaegdaor i navimg
your s! Two silver coins each, or five

The dragon spewed fiaa nwiidnev ibsa rbrl aeg eb aorfr
the kitchens and crowd.

0Get moving! First team back with fi
The crowd whistled as the screens al
their heavy breathing amplified while

Rol and faMay tStad flaiight of Voraxmor g
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And may harpies .take a shit in yo
Faint | aughter of the moroi l i nge.l
Dammit, get the fuck out!

Jets of dragon fire made Saffa an
niting.

oVentada, 6 Roland intoned, dousi n
using residual wind to snuff her f|
and serve. I woul dndt want your uni

The crowd quieted.
SomeoneodRoellanedd , Rol and the Righte
clapped, chanting, ORoland the Rigt

He gave a wicked grin.

Looks | ike you jomtsoi pgrauvugood ¢ge:
A sharp hiss cut through her mind
When Rol and offered his hand, s he
to | eave a troaTihlanfkory onuu, réd esrh el astaeird.,
from his hands.

The crowd | @&wW out a tender,
Kol ana raised a brow.
Rol and bowed then faced the drag

bl asts bifrebalmls®n

Careful to avoid using magic, she
OVenVadarides! 6 A prismatic funne
dragon fire into his jar. Cheers er

You fucking cheater.

Cheaters, aMwayempooshbesght .

Go awayeswyermi cloncentrati ngdsondanme
presencd&ilniengdraegdMesnome elsowd ageai m.a
good times with Soren flooded her

Loveha.Hé@tt wlordicn i n your worl d. I o
Perhaps a mavka transformation wol
For now, she must put wup with his &
The screens showed Saffa up cl ose
OEyes on me, everyone, 6 she said,

in the real ms. 6
The dsowges remained glued to her
at her.

Hand up, she directed it with a \
shape. It unraveled, shooting into
oOMarry me, Myra!dé a male voice yel

Saffa turned towardYobhemsfgbutgertr al
Laughtoedrs asnmodunded.
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OFire Fem! 6 chants oscill ated, fil 1

Despite the assault on her ears, s h
|l ouder cheers, then she sprinted back

Rol and and Pavlo completed their sm
dragon descended into the ground, gro

0OTeam two is done! Team one has si x
above showed 60 and counted down.

oMyr a, forget the timer! YoubBve got
someone said from the stands.

OEIl ari on, if you run out of ti me, t h
voice said.

Many in the crowd | aughed or nodded

With only six seconds | eft, Saffa ¢

dragon fire into the urn. With a har s
the timer hit zero.
OWhat a close calll Letds see the re€
Pained and annoyed groans echoed eve

OWedre back, 6 Kol ana said. OLet ds see
The crowd hushed wkiltehehe dasbtended
The screens zo&madiion,odi Baylbo. choos

ocharming personality?

Rol and chortl ed.

A roumDamgs! 6 and 00Ohds! dé6 swept the

The screens showed El arion and Saffes

The duke, frowni n®Apsotleopmped!ion front

ol dll fight for myself, Elarion, tha
hi m. ORemind me agai n, Pavl o, how man

thatds zero, a number equal to your w
oDamn, sick burn!d6é6 someone yelled.
0Someone get Pavlio some ice! 6 anot he
The crowd erupted in jeering | aughte
Saffa pointed toward the shout and

whistles, and scrumptious, hot ki
Such amuysitrhge hroni@nls teng wgyhtf.easti ng o
Yeahotl tdbonk so. |l ©&m guessing Rol and
One that | eat away at every hour.
Yoduwr e a caged animal. Get wused to it
Kol ana approached Pavlo and Rol and.

smoot hi e.oMmhm, saimdlfled.l i ke mighty f i ne

The maestro downed half the cockt ai
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best | ever had! o6 After a loud I|ip
The crowd buzzed with excitement.
A young m&mnveelmeed, si p! o6

O0Try harder, 6 Kolana said, | ooki ni

oMe, please, oh great Kol ana, god:
top.

OWe have a winner!d6 The host mi mi
rel ease, t he smoot hi flew high tov

e
0OYour team caught the fire first,
The crowd whooped. Lips closing i

his rear.

Whistles and jeers sounded.

0And you two | ovebirds, 6 the host
l oud whistles sang. OLetds see what
took a sip, but spat, making overl
pee in this?§6

oOWhat ?6

Pavl o gave -atshse gnaozset. s mu g
Fuck. Hi m!

ol think itds safe to say team tw
| ana ascended onto her platform.
OPuni shment! Puni shment! A drunke

Laughs and claps came from the c¢cr
Saffa gazed Ywpu atuctkhiengh oksitd.di ng me

Kol ana winked while sticking her
El arion rushed PavlioYodidigereppe ot
you ignored me Mwhaenkdssalsked for hel
0000!06 the crowd rumbl ed.
Pavl o sOhYrouwugrg eGir.ac e, amid competiti
things, |like yowsrensloda lon iMyr ads de
Saffa flipped Pavlio off with both
o0Shit! Damn! o6 the crowd yelled.
oChil dren, childrenhebe?® need to
Pavl o and El arion separated. The
oPavliods in for it.éo
0Thanks for standing up for me. 0
OYou donot need it, but it felt t |
0Our next challenge shall be Propi

é revealed ¢é after this commerci al

W

OWedre back! 6 sai d. oOChal l en
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Parchments rustled on the counter s,
Pavl o searched his kitchen but founc
The big screens showed Saffa and EI ¢

Sadfavi sion hazed over, i nhibitions
€6 she slurred, o0get your sword out o

The crowd roared with | aughter.

EIl ari ono byl ués hread. €6 He stumbl ed, bump
rapi er .

Saffa hiccupped and burped.

As Kol ana raised her arms, a stone
arena. Tables with ingredients appear

A spectator fromHKolposda, sdio tvweo ¢gvdetl ea
it?06

Kol ana fl oat ed ooWaenrt otno hgeor dpd wvant ftohrent.

The man shook his head.

OWi mp, 6 Kol ana said, floating back

Jeers came from the suite.

Trumpets played as vendors wandered
rines holTdiondg oaxeas.n! Todayds event or
and comes to |ife when you |l east expe

Rol and entered the mwmaws, caawil diniggt i

Saffa nudgedoElearido®m get the stuff,

Shrill whistles resounded.

El arion blushed mightily, staggering
hol ding his mout h.

OHurry. 6 Saffa giggled, bel ching agse

El arion entered, stumbling around a
The screens focused on Pavl o.
o0 Myr a, a chef should never drink on

Sharp |l aughter cut through the air.
oWeldlSaflféea Mio¢cowvpped mi x €& business
over here, and 106l show you a bit of
sharpened.
A man near theo§hedsdoluetvef yelult ebea
Saffa responded to the spectator wit
The crowd cheered, gifting her fiery
El arion jumped over a saw, and the c
Gl ad st loaftdri swihtolst i s psycho.
So ,amMdrtemir muranmud etdh e nd hlee ims nfdi,r
161 1 send you to the Hells before yo
Kol ana twi ddlEevcdrlyemef inegaelss friends!
A cockatrice wearingsasbtendaoldar m:
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on Rolandob6setbbhkdiggeatranre.

oLetds hear it for our speci al gu
O Mioth aur-6t aim! 6 t he crowd chanted.
The screens showed the cockatrice

flourishing his rapier. With its ne
neck, rapieghipnkrcing with a

The arena hushed while the creatul
Above, the screens zoomed out to ¢
wi t h t hBes cgrreeaetnuriec hor -sold& edwir aalpe e rh i
|l ets in an arc. As he bowed, the cr
to his ear, earning wild cheers.

OWho wants skewered cockatrice fo

sure knows how to wield his sword. ¢
A woman in the&Sgarowadi tsthomd e dEIl ar i c
El arion smiled smugly and waved a
dients and rushed back to the Kkitch
Upon seeing his bldoYdu ekdi Irlagpd ea ,c o
ONot what | wanted to face today,
dangers. 6

0Glad you didndt get its blood on
us. 6 She gazed at the hostds sadist
The mibdrsotfaouort st eps pounded, and i
screamed and fled to the kitchens.

They hid behind a counter.

Axe twirling, the minotaur roared.
Saffa and El arion facedoCheplcr@haay
OMake the recipe, Myra, 6 El arion
charged.

OEl ari on, no! 6 Saffa yelled, tryi
cut him to pieces, and she would pr
| ¢ wiisthee dax e. El arion dodged but fe
Saf f akijcuknepd tdhe aoh et awirt h a fiery
gered back. After pummeling it witdht
your rapier!o

On his back, El arion tossed it up

each comfort @aiNloev il molkevivelod@s dd.b é |
0By the Circles, 6 he said with ad

0Go make the salad; |1 6ve got this:
Back in the kitchen, he watched S
She charged the minotaur, coverin

cheers from the crowd.
The minotaur cocked its axe back.
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oVoraxmor 6s |l ight wil!/ protect us, 0
The screens-uphotweBhrdodifsasHamsdaxe split |
Saffa angled herself back as the bl s
ing her hair. She shifted near a coun
for a power attack. I't jumped at her,
She avoided the blow with a swift si
Shrieks and screams hung in the air.

Saffa swung her G&scihneatda.r latt btlhoec kmeidn o
flying. She stabbed with her rapier,

She crashed to the ground, rolling aw
Dexterously, she flipped up, hi ssin
collect a trophy. Fiery beams shot fr
ing its fur. Smoke clouded the creatu
I't roared, flailing against her fireée
She foll owed up with a fireball fron
conc ushsuidsé ames consumed the creature.

OFire Fem! Fire Fem!bé

Hungry for her prize, Saffa crossed
ing, she shouted, swiping her spMoatds
After dousing her weapons, she tosse

the mbeobhemad by a horn, holding it hi
her i n crimson.

OFIl awless victory! 6 Saffa yelled.

Frenzied roars erupted, flaming ki €
resses.

Saffa screamed in ecstasy before di

cleaning her scimitar. 0Sswolrldo osdh ecant hheed
Beefy but gamy.

oYou want a lick?6 she asked EIl ari or

0 May b eOfdfaménma .

0OLooks |li ke Chef Myrads |l over is in
tongue tracing her | ips.

Pavl o and Roland returned to their s

With thunderous appWeudeo,yvet Myrar edwd

Sadsanerves vibrated with pleasure a
t hrough every fiber |ike no time sinc

OHoly shit! This feels good. o

OYoubre bloody, 6 the duke whispered
help our cause. 0

Kol ana wiggled herdsficiwgoewkde ni ingt e Biot p
ens spun.

oDammit! 6 Saffa glared up at the hos
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oWhy would | do that?6

oBitch!é

Kol ana gave her the hand.

Fucking Hell s.

Both teams scrambled to finish th

ol have an idea, 6 Kolana said. 0Yq
The kitchens settled back into pl
cockatrice vanished into the floor.
The screens frameyr@df fYouand hklIrd b
Who are you?bé

oOMyra Thornfield, Fire Fem, mi not
nair e. | serve the people.d6 She bov
OMyr a! 6r sxcawmdnsd, and her shoul der
The mavka inside wanted to come o
si sNee,d.not yet. Must wait unt il | h
Do,Miotr t e mi rUntlheoausghh ty.our fury.

Body taut in con©ObBnpttawioh, Whent
away.

Youbtcamet rid of me. Now unl eash y
Fuck. Oof f !

The mer owi sted | aughter haunted h

ORemind me not to get on your bad
serts. o

A woman near t heFibrod tlenmcafl | myd Mald
ol 6l'l bake only for you, Myra!o a
Saffa tossed a fireball, gaze gl a
screams.

Kol ana descendedoPrseisleenntc iynogu rt hsea | ca

Both pairs showcased incomplete ci
0OTeam one Wwins, two kills to zero
deat h! 6

Amid | aughdéerc¢hahes!cto brwadsMyme d .
OKills?6 Pavlo asked. OAre you se
and beautiful. Theirs? A mushy mess

OHe seems angry, 6 Kolana remar ked
A chantoSmpamk!d,Spank! 6

Pawlso apron detached and twirled i
then she chased the chef around whi
before striking his ass.

oAl | right, pl aytimeds over, d she
forming as an apron around Pavl o wh
Kol ana hopped baxkoowdtfoi dhtetr! o1 at f
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The kitchens changed, forming barrie
behind them.

OFirst team to knock out the ot her

this special message. 6
The crowd groaned in frustration.

)Y VA

& X &
A hush covered the arend@dsadvadmaematbil ©ow
the grand cube above. An image of Kin
The white man wore blue and red robes
l'ip and halo of Dbrown hair, he convey
toin .

Saffa stared at his visage with utm

war of propaganda and invasions on Ni
before himborMmhedatdibakethaad i nterrupted
emony. Friends had died. Her teammat e

she hid them udseaphem. bl oody chef
Somé&® nepvboertt emli rl &t keul hin.

Begone!

Never, Saffa. All hail Leonid the Cc
Fuck. You!

Leoni do Gittoiozllens of Bratgon €& and fr
Vasi | invited me to share a speci al m
oShit,é Elarion whispered. o0l bet th
| dm sorry. 6

ONot your fault, 6 she said, glaring
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0Two weeks ago, our special demon
sail ed and mar c hed from CobBwbelst e
Nightwind. As you may hawtehihresatryd,s u
She consumes sooftbsufes PHobrasmuee @A

She gathers her dark demons, i ntent
are in great peril .o

Boos and hisses echoed.

oWorry not, my friends, for we ma
i tual zeal . Soon, our | egions wil/
note, | give you his Holiness, Josr

The camera panned, and the priest
grragund hat adorning his head.

00One century ago, demons cursed Y

Bratgon sacrificed everything to pu
numbers. 6

Saffa wanted to reackhsi arooghetst
face contorted as she tried to forc

oOoFear not, for Kirem himself bl ess
banish every demon. I ask that al/l
|l ay down their arms or join the fic¢
vationnawai heaveAother news. Rol and
|l 6ve been called by Kirem as prophe

Many in the arena cheered. Some c|

Gl ad for Roland being relieved of

of his head.
Rol and bowed to the crowd and wav
The camera panned back to Leonid.

0Thank you, holy prophet. I n keepi
of Nightwind: Bratgon offers you a
forces, for our cause is just and d
wi khvée in peace. Keep your =eyes on
nouncements. 6

Josnel entered the frame and shoo

Peace andhlegaweulgyvesu.nl ess driv

The dramatic music played again, f
showing the arena.

0l want to say thank you to Josnel
Yava in purging the blight again,o

And you fuck of f, Kol ana. I need
me .
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0l dondét know &@lpewti ay ouneaslsla,geb gtott hme
said. oLetds begin the food fight!o
Saffa wanted to eaGomndénst cdtad | &@nlgey
Pavl o. I 811 el iminate Roland. o
0OAgreed, 6 El arion said. o0l &6m eager t
Pavl o and Roland moved to separate L
The cr owdWe hh avae dMy
She grabbed a cream pi e, hoping thi
food. Ready to embarrass Roland and
|l i ke a cougar prepared to pounce.
El arion hur | edds cbhaerrrriiceasd eat |Pasvlesad o

n
0

they detonated | i ke bombs, spraying P
The chef, a few cuts bleeding, retal
with concussive booms, grazing Elario
Behind his barrier, Rol and held his
OFucking taste this!o6é6 she said, spri
around the barrier and into Roland®s
his robes ablaze. oOLooks Iike 1 6&6m too
The drsowdanti ng and whistling inten:
Eyes swirling wwsthewmbadowsdaRbémrad.
Did | angére ywhwugrhadarois?2i cking her t
A deep growl |l i ngered in her mind.

o0Ventada! é6 Twirling his staff, hi s

beam shot out, striking Saffads.ashoul

0Crufulga!o6 Lightning stung her chest
hammered her ears.

Kol@snal oud voice rose above the <cro
round! o

Teeth clenched, she fixed her disl oc
it back into place, t hen she ran back
woul d add explosive power, so she in;
dose.

The arena shobk WwWethot heT-belbdévdohvant
fueled Saffa with so much ki that she
Rol and snatched a 0csr ebaam rpiee ,a nhdo | rda nn
ot her hand.

Saffa angled around, her arm back tc
0MenGreuf ul ga! 6 A huge bolt of crimso
She narrowly avoided thésstoiwke wat
a thundercl ap, |l eaving a wide scorch
The priest advanced, throwing his ci
wave blasted out, sending them both s
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sandstone wal | and fell, covered ir

Rol and stood, jogged to her, t wir
shadowed. Hi s t aunto Whcahto eadn tihnrtoeurgehs
My r a: Pie " |l a Facel! o

Did you Marktee mihrtatnfeowighh twi t h it my
0Get somed6in the crowd shouted.
Fucking moroi Shasstabkdn baedshaadb
fire.

ONo! 6 El arion yelled. oOMyra, dond:
Yes MortemComéehoughand play, demon
Skin darkening i n sbhiouuel,deéhrerb lbaadceks |

pi ng t hr obusg ha thteirr ec,chelfong t ai | tear.
with yellow ends forming on her ha
intensified into euphoric electric

cloak her mavka body.
o0Oh shit, o6 El arion cursed.

Eyes wide with indignation, Kol an
mout h, she yelled frantic commands.
A cacophony of voices rang out:

o0Just | i ke Leonid said! Demons! o

OHi deous! o
0Shebds € blue. 6

0l wonder i f she can fly?6

With eyes of fury, Saffa fixed he
her scimitar, <« &6ettimadc ki tmiixn tahkdeal i ;e
She flew high.

0You all want entertainment? Watc|
The crowd chanted again,o&Hea plpd kngs
fries! Up i n takr &k, she flies! My
Sadfaresol ve hardened, the crowd?®
favor, she would use it to destroy
Whil e hunting Roland with her eyes
oOVentrides! 6 A shimmering prNMalmat
carga! 6 Scads mesbnsbhadowy f |l ew.

She danced and twirled, evading mc
her fl esh, but she Hoambked, Relca md t
path. The crowd bfelcearmewaar |dd sdlamste dni

vengeance.
Be mi ndVMardt, e diermotrhodghfit ecétdes hport
floor of the arena!

Not before my blade cleaves your
Your wétapluwr tc ame, bitch.
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My fire and ice wildl purge your filt
Staff held high in both hands, Rol ar
With a fierce cry, Saffa unleashed &
with a hissing roar. Through the fire
her righteous might, sundering his ba
gul f e tkrwundering explosion of frost
erupted, quaking the arena, its massi
war d. Her scimitar flew from her fing
El arion and Pavlo fell unconsci ous.

A shi mmering barrier shielded the s
ni um.

Saffa hit thedgredagaea. oRoltdred arteumédded
ter.

She stood, shaking it off, but he st
With visions of him burning, Saff a
hers@&@bfthe Hell s, bastards! 6 she yell
spinning, burning.

I n desperation, hedSgersptawrraedd, tryi ng
OFire Fem Myral!é chants erupted, f ue
gr ew.

Wings unfurling, she fl oat eds tfolwamas
scorching his fl esh.

O0Burn, you pious prick fucker! 6

A horde of cheka stodgsneburnker adeanra,
crowdfibode ep, angry mur mur .

Vent ada spel | €fsf dwghtadeogaibrudt i $afefxap ¢
Rol and burned, swirling around | i ke a
0OBurn! Burn!d6é6 she screamed, the crov
Chekaso@redflieldga, 6 shooting red | ight

Hi t by three thunderbolts, her fr ame

Fury beget madness as she unl eashed
Her tornado gobbled some up, flingi

Ot her s odiVretnatnreidd,es, 6 and a pri sma
her tornado to the arenatds edge.

Il ce struck EI ar idosn paenrds oPhaavil owi zTahred sd

g

—Q

i n
i c

from his opening bunker door , profe
Bi ancarga! é6 Barriers formed. White |
the arena.

Despite being struck many times, pai
storms. Both tempestis raagrred Rol and a

Shouts and screams g3 oamart et @ rroiwdg ,c al
on her tornado to expand wider. It to
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wi zards wherever. Everyone in the ¢
El ads owi zards dragged a battered |
A symphlhMay cafrga! 6 and oBianful gal!

Waves of white and red | ightning
her storms weakening. Thunder tort.
knocked her down.

Tornado and blizzard dissipated.

A |l amented howl tore from her | iop
Rol and with hand extended, planni ng

With roariomal chagias &f anful ga! Cr
and thunderclaps consumeglhd heorswkuwyl, s

air, landing near Roland in a heap.
A final battery of |lightning plun

badly burned Roland into his bunker
0Commerci al break! é Kolana yell ed

iots sure took your time. Get that

Chekas haul ed Safofsa bawm&ky rt bromugh ||
Some in theoBrowd é&koubadk! 6
El arion and Pavl o st ocoMh.erTehdes dviykrea

0Taken to processing. Such a mons:
El arion growled and r adns ianptroo nhibsu n
t he way. Pavlio followed close behin
Sonorous boos rang out. RObtHsngr o
gular silver shields, bearing many

attempted to restore order.
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Shock rods, or lightning rods, produc
t he ost painful i6nstruments o
i Codex of Relics
CC

i Chaptier 30

AMBIVALENT

affa awoke on a troll ey, speeding
fEirons trapped her wrists, ankl es,

bl ue and redroundsherappes cold aur
Ten chekas sat with her.

They arrived at an iron door. One op
her into a dim sandstone hall way.

The door s haurt,i cvkietth i aa gl ded know esca
unli kely. The four gui ded dlserentdo aanrd a
a room. An officer wearing brown sat
forced her into a met al chair on the
around her and the seat. Each hel d a

OResist and die, 6 he said.

She blinked against the brightness,
and four chekas. I n her curremdhetat e
must entice one of them to touch

With her failed atté@smplti oe, Rehanide an
sigh.

OName?6 the officer asked.

OMyra Thornfield. o

The man scribbled on a parchment Wi

OWhat 6s she in for?6¢6
OMurder . 0
0l did no such thing. He Ilies!o
oWe all saw it in the arena. Anot he

you. o0
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She nodded, resigned to waiting f
of fic

The er finished scroiWmiing hoemr ¢
touching her. Understood?96

oYes, sir!o the chekas said.

ol o1 1 be back in an hour, 6 the of

l ocking it.

The chekas discussed amongst them
mon . When one stared at her , his | v
Prepared to seduce and take his Kk
around hoelri kceh evehkast. you see? Come cl
ONo! 6 anot her said, advancing bet)
OWedve got an hour before the jail
awatyhatds an order! ¢

0Sir,6 he said, returning to a co

The | eader moved behi nodDomedrt agred te
demon. o

ol &1 1 |l eave the ideas to you, 6 sh
OYoupawer |l ess, 6 he said, |l oosening
removedirmaemihig cl oak, exposing her

OHope you dondt mind the blood. |
Mout h twitching, lbd pwosnlded H dr sate
Letds find out. o

ol recommend against this, 6 a chel
0l dm going to fuck her for the fu
Hell s up. o6

With trickles of her | ast ki Gi 9ke
me your | i psoIfli rhsatv,e tyhoeun nyooaunri ncgo cf ko.
Eyes widening, he sat in her | ap

yummy | ust surged through her, j ol
current intensified through their Kk
His | imbs wiggled as he tried to |
She exerted mental control to kee,
He stilled and coll apsed at her f
OHe didno6t | ast Il ong, 6 she said,

through her.

The others gaped.

Hands twiddling, azure fire sprea
she roared, tearing the binds apart
Joyous with her freedom, sohYeo uf Itew
want to have a foursome?b96

They advanced, rods i1 gniting in wl

0Shock hert! o
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ONot t hat kind!é Frost flew from her
ter .

One dropped his oO®tlleakleeeinmg mbo ed 6cc
She focused her storm against the ot
OMorsligatus, 6 they intoned, arms r &
She closed the gap, unl eashing icy
spraying cracks. They sl umped to the

With one hand on each of their foreh
her body.
oWhat é? What are you?06 the scared ¢

oYou want a ki ss, too?6

ONo. Yes. Maybe?é

oDecide already. 6

0Yes, please, 6 he said, eyes hungry.

OHol d still .6 She released the two,
up, do something better with your | if
sume people €& wusually. Unless theyore

He nodded.

After ambling over, she kissed his c
sl umped down the wall, asleep, a wide

That one had manner s, at |l east.

She stretched her muscl es, newfound

room damp now with water Tdmeppbobnhbeatt
El ari on.

With her mavka body cloaked, she exi
In the middlte sahdatwaekl hall way, a b
a larger iron door | oomed.

She stopped whetbhbesmhmeddhd oome in, v
as she caressed with a fingertip. A v

kind of war dtf buskskhe @abdalrdn so she f
The ground shook.

Senses alert, she sl owed her advance
More shaking. Louder. Closer.

Some kind of giant?

The door swung open, and a bul ky kn
t hrough, wearing a glowing red hel met

Anot her unA ometnutnaalt ep rgoubaed dreesv & ahli esd oma
soul ?
I't charged.

0l dm guessing one of these wil-I wor |
freeze fireball. It s-¢t manenlkelde ,i nk mo a kien
When her el ements faded, a crack spli
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from both hands, engul fing it.

It stomped forward sl owly.

She unl eashed a fiery punch to it:

Thwack!

Her bones cracked as its breastpl
fingers and wrist.

She grdHwmxck,d.l broke it.o

FI ames from her good hand filled
crashed to the floor.

She surveyed her fallen foe, & hol
the effort needed t oWrsatoMa ¢ thd ts3 crreem
mi ght know. Some kind of animated &

Soren. Ol mikbe Hoomd 16 see him whei

More stomping. Two sets of feet.

Fuck, there are two more of them!

One after the ot her, a duo of the

Panic raced through her as she 1| u
her invisibility potion and ripping

Poof

Both creature sl owed their advan

Heart thumpin

S
g, hand tédroséengnveb:
and flattened against a wall, planr
As they | umbered onward, she held
then flew fast through the door, cl
before floaffThay wpstheostctaiose!
A prison spread out bDefhereset hai gwt

both Iined with cells housing ragg
vided il lumination.

Up ahead, the same officer from t
guar ds. She hovered toward hi m, 0b s
shut. I f she could get through, fre

The exit mu s t be warded, sofnshe v
near ed, reaching out with her mind.

An alarm soundedol rOtnreu dgeurar al erhtolud
l ever near the gatehouse. A panel
thing wiitthvedarski n, a creepy, brigh
bizarre head. 't sprinteguiarte dh.e¢ , i

Adrenaline pourbhed ,frsdimthershhddrt

Like the strange knights before,
rected to the officer.

The thing ran far faster than she
ing from its arms and | egs.
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With no time to ensnare the officer,
anot hefrr efelzeeshf i rebal |, her right hanc
chuckeldlanded.eft

The titan darted to the side, t hen |

harcsrhaclkashi ng her into the wall as he
wal | , carving an alcove.

Her breaalbhsedcoav daggerl i ke stab.
Maybe | can freeze it?

She conjured a roaring blsi adarad ces sd
from her relentless barrage of ice sh

Unstoppable and undamagedt riamshat ole e
into a winter wonderl and.

With her magic fading, the creature
Fearful now, she attempted to fly av
It caught wup, grabbing her from the
visi bl e. Four audible, painful snaps

dm so fucked.
An over head s maGsh Hulokny tfhies tcreeraa awk ed
her out.

‘\.

( ‘K-":

[ 7
" 4
Y4

|

& K3
As morning waned, Saff a, i n human f or
damp sandstonewhielt ¢ Wwaté&. bHasdeniuml,
of merciless, throbbing pain crashed
ched uniform, Ysarelds nel&ti alcer miumg i
bound her wrists and anklI|l es, their <c¢ch
Two guards strolled the corridor. F
door |l ed to an armory with weapons a
closed abstaprpdhall way
Skadni , | opkhei Sahéads thought.
Thanks. | dmed¢haiemed ble. adaidnl | fuc
She sat in the quiéethofpoerl essosme fAt ibmeu,t .
she must rely on someone el se to sav
come easy. She had | ed charges in bat
l'ife, but now she understoodqui semmet am
perhaps the best course of action, re
The metal door creaked open. EIl arion
st epGuards, |l et me into the cell . | mi
0Yes, Your Grace, 6 one said, openincg
ol require privacy, 6 he said, standi

they scurried away.
oSaff a, I just watched a recording



Jef fer &Bagnhe wWVanrd Vol . | : Fd408y F

but , by the Circles, what you did w
ol I ost control € again. I can se.
oYoudl!l figure yourself out. I n t|
Vasi | ordered the prison | ocked dov
ONo! 6 she said, her cracked ribs |
0Silence!d he yelled before dropp
me , I 61 | convince him to | et me i n

me time to assemble a squad to brec
fession. o
0Do you have the orb?é

0ltds in a safe in my chambers. N ¢
wi zards told me what a Netherseal [
OMe, too. 6 Escape remained par amo
message to Mother. o

ONo. There are detection wards 1in
0OYoudbre right, 6 she said, recal | ir
a portal 2?6

0The portal pacwarpdse viemulsd iga afnfd.

rider to Nightwind with a coded me:
rive. o6

0Then | await your return. Thanks

O0Youbre strong, Heir Saff a. Trust

He exited down t he dhladlll, bge obwal cikn.g

time to break her. 6

Exhausted from pain, she | apsed il
@ x5

Night crept on as Saffa | ay on the

Soft footsteps fluttered. Rol and

robes, holding a new matching staff

oSaffa, | wanted to check on §fou.

the moroi took over my mind. As for

purged. 6

Despite wounds gone, she remainec

enough rage for her to si©DGopawsays
stop pretending you care. o

0OYes! 6 Mortemirds voice said. oOFal
Rol and stumbled baoc¥KwardMohobeénding
control . Now be silent. o

ONo! 6 the moroi said. OMy body! o6

0 Wo w, you two are such a pair. On

a while. 6
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The priest shook his heaWouhgdi dby hn
drink?¢6

00f your blood? Sure. Otherwise, pi s
The @mer biaughter echoed in the hall

soul . o

OYoudbre a manipulative asshole, Rol a
flesh for eternity, | wonod6t shed a te
0Thank you, Saffa, 6 Roland said in |
freed me from your realm. And now yol
I dm willing to help you escape now, [
and you ®&faiem, hihedki. be vulnerabl e, P2
domi nant presence. With Ayloup raonmdi sle atso
in peace after. Agreed?0

Freedom. Bufhat. whateabby?want this.
pure evil? Fine.

The codd easlsli otnhatl tmatters. I have to
0Get his arm inside!o

ONo! 6 Rol and yelled. 0By Kiremds gr ¢
the priest, and he fell to his knees.
oKirem cares not for you, priest, o
| ackey bound us for eternity.d The mc
Saffa to see omamidérsg nowtt haof t he ol d

oCome on, Mortemir ; we donot have al
get his arm through the damn bars! é
The priest writhed and fell, rollin

finger touching thedNwoar sYoubrutc hhaeo tliuwr
end! 6

OFreedom! é the moroi s voice hissed.
the bars.

OHow the pious have fallen. 6 Saffa |
just a foot from the bars. Despite he
wrists and ankles, she stretched, nee

OPuppeteer!d Roland said, his voice
and index finger wrapped around the b

OAl most, Mortemir! One more push, ar

ONo! é6 Rol and yell ed, his body convul

Rol@sandfingers extended. She stretche
against his. A trickle of ki zapped i

At t hebshaelndvayt he met al doordés | ock

el |l ed, bracing
dy faded.
retreating to

0Salvation! 6 Roland vy
Shadows around his bo
OFuck! 6 Saffa cursed



Jef fer &Bagnhe wWVanrd Vol . | : Fd405y F

El arion, his face full of wurgency
close behind, his gaze incensed.

0OGgtour house in order, Vasil,d Ro
none other than Saffa of Nightwind.
0Tel | me somet hi ngflldvdeo nwiotr kk ntoow .d o
Rol and |l eft, slamming the door bel
OEl arion, this is your fault!o

ol t i snot , Fat her . | orchestrated
portunity to | earn Nightwindds secrtr
Bm going to assume heds acting.

oWell , 6 Vasil sai d, l'ips curling,
0Thank you, 6 El arion said, steppi:
report my o6fm sdirmgyou have more i mpc¢
ol dll do the interrogating! And vy
Vasi | struck the dukeds | aw, knocki

0Take him to my <castle and put hi
break anything. o

Two chekas hauled EIl arion away.
The rack? Whatdsa dvarstfaatdht rH oehe scsaunE
message was on its way to Mot her.
oOHel |l o, Princess. o

OHeir. o

00f torture.o

00nl vy badywreak joy in torture. Does
greasyoyou are?

Hi s hand rose, shaking |ike his h
a cheka held him back.

OMy Lord, dono6t | et her touch you.
OFetch me a shock rod. o6

The cheka motioned for a guard, w |
She hoped to provokeoAfimaiidcdttoo maei
dirty, littl e man?26

0Tighten her irons. 6

A guard yanked on a |l ever, and th

ning her tight.

The other guard returned with a w
00Open the door. 6

Anot her guard pressedthod batrtsoms wuhl
Vasil strode inside.

Eyes of onl ookers widened, t heir |
O0Tighter! é

The guard shoved the I ever with a
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searing her ankles and wrists.
OFucker! o
Vasi | | aughed per vgearusretblyeetr edt endeéexgf

her chin.
She snapped her teeth at him,

He wi tohNdirceew.t ry. My shock rod will d
upon you. After |1 O0ve wrung every scre
armies shall join Bratgsemavion.purging

Uneasy at b
of no way to
endure tortur
dind he hoped t

i

eing restrained and hel pl
scape this predicament .
Deat h dtouwdr by hear .e aG

i

e

e

o keep her wits.
n

t

He paced, f gers tapping on his chi
OWhen |1 6ve satiated my ¢€é appetites,
masses partake. After they strip youtl
myself, abomination. 6 Tongue grazing
tip igmiacé&diing, white |lightning. OTin

0Do your worst, o6 she said, her br ow
| odest one of dread hung, its aura of

Vasil hissed as the sandstone cell a
its lightning reflected in his eyes.
torting with each movement of the dev

She met his gaze with fierce deter mi
But this device, with its Ilightning,
Sweat droplets fell from her face, th

OPain, 6 he said while holding the ro
ocan be a cruel mi stress. Letds see w
but stopped near her abdomen.

Her eyes shut involuntarily, and she
cles tense while she held her breath.

Hi s beady ones stared dbadkrheabeWwl st
winding up, thrusting the rod into he

Caustic electricity jolted her, cran
l ets trailed as he dragged t hdes duenvii-c e
form, exposing a |ine of her seared f

Unabl e to breathe, she gritted her t
a satisfactory scream.

He rel eased and paced once more.

Sheroaned with a ravenous gasp.

OHow many strikes, 6 he asked, gl anci
fore the demon begs?56

A range of numbers from two to el eve
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ol o1 1 go for twelve then, 6 Vasil
waved the rod an inch from her eyes
me , Princess, what have you | earned

Onl ookers snickered.

Warm fluids bubbled in her throat,
bl ood. 1t dribbled down o0ffératl! il @sn éd
of freedom é and youdre é a coward.
it woul d Appr avamkgd bHiem fri ght engul f e

OWrong! 6 he yelled hysterically, ¢
ing, as if trying to pierce through

Pops and smoke si zz®e dofaselldaqthrtind |

heart, stopping it -Asdyheekguspreadc

He sl owly removed the rod. Dropl e
chest.

Darkness crept i n, but her | i mbs
delivering unwanted adrenaline. Wh
tifiosnhe hopedtibewbet dayes or ears

oOoTwo, 6 he said, resuming his sl ow
hand. oOoYou are sl ow, bitch, but h a
chin at her.

A few in the audience | aughed, sol

With her mind muddied by throbbin
passed from her | ips. I f she coul d
out accidentally, ending the tortur

Through sheer force of will, she
smialkbve | earned é youdre a virgin
and involuntary shakes.

Her taunt broke Vasil, and he how
struck her | imbs and t or s o -owiztihngmahn
Every hit took her breath, caused n
i ts stiimgyear odungdg.

A few in the crowd nodded, some | ;

Eyes watering, she bit into her |
head fell

0Three! Four!o6 he yelled, Iifting
zapping through her face, tormentin
created things. Her vision filled v

He yanked the rod away, his panti
room, glaring at the onl oolod&Gred, meh c
ot Heaircrkadch!dpe yel |l ed, spittle sprayin

And she knew he would put both in

muscles to vibrate in distress.
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A guard hurried to the armory and ceé

ignited it and held both near her |1y
weary head.

Her mi nd went delirious with panic,
her eyes, strained against her binds

He sl ammed one rod against her chin
her mouth shut, the rods forging a pe

0l dsiadyndytou coul d scream yet. o

She whimpered, shaking from the shoc

ONow pr iscaofesarst rde .

I n a swi ft moti on, he angled the roc

Her terrified scream resounded.

An awf ul spin comMdumeaed i benr ,meg@ma wigtl v
sound of morozkos smooching, as if tr
tured her sanity. He held the rods th
|l easing.

oDel ifdiveehe sai d, a sudden cal mness t
from her ear s, a persistent, irritati

Her stomach c¢cramped, hot chunks ri si
tered the floor. Wi th her | ast vestig
capture the remaining mass, | ifted he

o0That was a mistake, whor e. Six!6 H
rods. Lightning cascaded through her
cious |l aughter grew distant as dar kne
was hopi mgd faors hmaovwr e Such a weak consti
the rod into her forehead, sending he
the rods, he tossed them to a guard.
dungeonds tortumg rchermkasTogetdthdr exper
much flesh a demon can | ose without d

oYes, Your Majesty, 6 one said with &

with blue and red runes from the ar mo
After tying her tight wup in the cloak
for his castl e

O AR Y

Saf f a, di zzy with earassieh dmmismog,dsg toinre
chamber 0otso sklraerai nosn, her hand$hochairoad,
ankl es secured tda aa nbolgt ecd ocatkaisrt.i | Th &
|l mages and sensations of her tortur e
Leather str @ps am&ll st lmen dd wk efidhtes t o
wore only wunder wear .

Vasil pulled a |l ever, stretching EI a
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incantations, hand8s gesadri Wgapoosr
of pain adorned the walls.
0Good, demon, youdre awake, 6 Vasi l

because youdre next. o
She growled and squintedoNexrxyPnh b
thatds a shampoo for you. 6

OHow wunoriginal. After we strip vy
for days, youdl!l be banished to Nav
anyone for a | ong time. o6

Even she wondered how much she cc
sometimes granted her ecstasy. But
mi ght remove her fl esh.

How the Hells am | getting out of

Bve beAemd wnmoeM eshse. truly knew how So
sion.

Shé tl really hurt him. I have to a
Vasi | pull ed the | ever harder, an
from hid&Fied alolmys!. Have you broken th
OWe are in. But his defenses are

soon. O
The door creaked opened as Kol ana
in a sparkling blonde wupdo. 't cl os
After setting a small bag down on
on ¥Yasislhhoul der , her voice a | ow pu
dukes be tortured here. Can | watoct
0By all means. 0
0OLook at those muscles. |t must m;
ol |I'i ke where your headds at. | dve
cooperating. Why dono6ét you give it
Everyone here is demented. Fuck t

Eyes brightening, Kolana grasped t
ing it hard.

El arion roared, his knees twitchi
0Just ¢é a I|little more, 6 Kol amal fsa
mi nhute, she gasped for breath, rele
0OYou should come here more often.
oOLet me try again soon. I want t o
magi c is so handy for such things. ¢
oMy, my, Kol ana, 6 Vasil said dar k|
El ads omyes bled as he went | i mp.
A chekadVYoiughevh.j esty, wedl | need a

0Cané6ét you heal him?6
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0The body is easy to heal, and break
€ not so much. ¢

0Shebds right, 6 the cheka said.
oVasi | , | do have an idea, 6 Kol ana
awake, if you dondt mind a |ittle dam

0Be my guest . o
She shoved chekas out offst heaway oMea

Curatiomentis, 6 she intoned, massaginhn
The chekas snorted, and she growl ed
With her darkebsendighes, ft hekemoeeadn.

doucur serenitae. Amoris chiaroscur a,

nari um! o

A ghost of a heptagoneydsared able el
through the chamber.

Greatds Kwil tam atShaef fian ft ehroruaglhst , the hept
maki ng iWhadbvwai csws.pri se.

El arion gasped, eyes bbWhhindidhibae
my head, Kol ana?bé6

0l made you better.d She sl apped t he
oOYou wield infernal magi c?6 Vasil a s
OAlI'l power ful magi do. I s this a proc
ONo, 6 he said, eyes gazing at her wi
0l dm pl eased. Heds yours now. 6
OExcell ent. Chekas, continue your meg
They chanted again, ohsanhdesadnovi ng ar c
Kol ana join me as an adviser on toc
i ng, Mi |l or d. May | start ne x
d the order to my administr
di ng, she | ef't his side and
and digging aroundoilmbndbt .
g at me. I dondot | ike it. Per mi
o the Hells, Kolanalbd

chdd tllevde to see youantdhgrent
t erdrlolg agteitonf.i rYsotu peel s, | pr omi
oDid you know I dm adept in bwitlhl magi
0Kol ana, is there anything you canot
ONot really €é And speaking of that,
right here in this room? |1 06ve never
want El arion gettings¢erdl poasr m®smonkoos
demon can watch. o

Oh my goddess. dSdfifsa icsl aorsye dwohresrt ey g
ing to watch or hear any of this.

[

n
d
g
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oYou three, 6 Vasi l sai d, odo it a
A cheka punched El arion in the ter
the door behind.

0Get over here. 6 Kolana patted a

Vasi | hurrieWhyodsdhdohegpuhebpme t
OWhen stories of your reign and S
knew |1 d8d spend the rest of my |ife
sdin heir executions are so fast. N o
windows or. |l bameffl amads| ame. 0

OYou understand me so well . And yc
fun wedre going to have. Now i s the
ol t i s, 6 Kolana sai d, hands cuppe
up, and | know just the thing. o
0And what is that?¢

OExplain how Nightwind wild.l bur n.
gory detail. You know it will turn
with my magic and vyoubl camiantgo.myy, vy ou
OYoudbre both awfull!lé

0Sil ence, demon! 6 As Kol ana gl anc«
her mouth, silencing her. o0Thatds «L
He nodded with a lustful breat h.

OWe need privacy for our activiti
you moan?béd

0OYes. 6

Bar f . Bar f . Bar f !

oVisilenvalum, 6 Kol ana intoned, a
ver barrier. ONow tell me eivierdlthie
me even more.o

oOYes, mi stress. Mont hs ago, | me t
OHed6s a remar kable man. What did
OMany things, mi stress. I pr omi se

to flank Nightwind from the south v
Damn these asshodlels.gdt neaeadk .t oRigaegh

0Thatds hot. Tell me more. 6 Kol an:
Vasi l reached for her breast s, bu
mi-ai r .

oKol ana, your magic is so power f ul
Wi th her dismissive oglldanicel,ethiyso uh:
one hand while you torture t hab oduetm
these Zmey | d0ve been hearing about.
oYes, 6 Vasi l sai d, sl obbery tongu.

mancer . Vesna, | beli eve she call ed
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She gave him dark orbs and one of th

Zmey graveyard, I know not. With her
i es, Bratgon now has hundreds of Zmey
to animate. oysdeani d hiobskatgeni us. 6

ol |l ove the undead é and spheres of
al so hate Nightwind. But why do you h

0Genocide, mistress Kolana, 6 he saic
pl ace on this planet. Wedl |l ensl ave e
| and and harvest al/l resources. Samat
Bratgonbaind Amdat o our alliance. And

Vasil admitting all this enragbesd Saf
admi ssions made her naus efobuust. nlof, oint
mai ned | ocked in a safe in EIl arionos

El arion himself |l ay unconscious on t
her heart with sorrow.

oVasi |, you hot bastard, youdve don
magi c, or both?2¢6

OYoudre wild. Il . Want . Al of you!d

Saffa retched as warm bile crawled
preventing her mouth from opening, sh
| ow.

Kol ana reached i nto her bag, fiddl et
putting some on, she snapped her fing
on Yasillap, she kissed his ear whil e w

When Saffa opened her eyes, she note

t her e, but sthe Aand g .oevitabGirbed2et Vatswd bitc
one.
Corner Kol ana gave Saffdaotokes fikgen,

s ome, Kol ana. 6
OYoubre gettingboy.dBrom two of me, &
0By the Hells é get naked. Both of vy
Corner Kol ana snapped her fingers.
Vasil and one Kolana now faced each o
ing behind, rubbing his back
0l know a spell that will tear our c

oDo it!éo

She reached ddowmomnemar 0OEa®iclt us Upper
ing with a devastating uppercut to hi
ot her Kolana vanished.
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OA mavka without her co
i Navian Nirvana: Ta

CC

i Chapfier 31

EXTRACTION

he spectral @&msesrmo watrho umaln iSsalf & . F
OKol Wmat?tds going on?b6

oOYoudl |l see. 6 She picked Vasil
corpse. Hands on his head, she sai
memory | oss. 6
Chill s r abns ddthraans?s Saf f a
Kol @snademeanor fcrhiaenngdd d nteos sp uarse s h e
OAl onka! 6 Saffa squeal ed, remember
had mentioned. o0ltds really you?6
0The one and only. Give me a minu:
ONo fucking way! No way! No way! 6
OLove your excitement, Saff a. | 61 |
kept her hands on his head for a sh
Saffa. ONow thatdés over, allow me t
real ke aBd i ckster.
oltds you! | 6ve wanted to meet yol
0l dm thrilled to make your acqgua

friends?6

OMore than anything!éo

OAl Il ow me to assist you getting c
w h khtoet irons on Saffabds wrists and
soothing -debhiefngTWwhi ke cl oak fl ew
blindfold.

0Check this out, Saffa. 6 Alonka s
mor phed into a tight, red, adventur
cascaded down i n waves, caressing t
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silwmhdrt e feathered wingBasdsgirlevehedspanc

shi mmered from her sacrum, curving ar
moccasin, its tip curling up.

Saffa |l et out cries of happiness, h €
an enormous hug. Tears fT haln&kt iyoru! s tTr
you! Thank you!é

Al onka sqakévedgbtckour back, Saffa.
do. Looks |Iike youdve been through he

oYes, pl ease, 6 Saffa said, wiping t
friendds | ong mMmamger 0Y b afine \manry r Madtyhee rsde

oYou Il ike it?20

0l tds beauti ful and unique!od

0Thanks, friend, 6 Alonka told her,
boost, compli ments of Vasil.déd War mth
strawberries and mint. Her friend rel
Saffa. o

Saffa fumed at her captors and trans

OFocus on me, Saffa. o

ORevenge! 6 Saffa yelled, her great v

OEscape, 6 Alonka countered, her han
neck. o0ltés all that matters. o

Calm euphoria subdued Saffa.

OHoly shit, your touch feels good.

OYoudbre welcome. 6 Alonka took a few

Saffa, |l ook at you! | |l ove everything
Saffa ®Yaw hleidke my body? Bony parts,
OWho wouldnot?56
0Thank you! 1 6m so happy youdre here

of you. Why did you pretend to be Kol
0Do you know what a simulacrum is?596
ONo. 6

0Shebds Puck, my magical <c¢cl onefi My as:s
that sort of thing. 6

0So, you didndt kiss Vasil 2?6

0Gross! No, Puck took one for the te
wards down. 6

oLeaving him vulnerable to you mi nc

0OYou catch on fast. He coul doév sSoul
tracted him.é

OWhyoé6d you make him say all that st

Al onka hurried over to herolbagotanidt r
recorded. 6
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oWhoa! 6 Saffa said, el ation cour s
sion?0

oSure did, all with your invisibl:

O0But youc didfdesds s ay

ol di d, remember ?6

O0You confess s obmMeatwvhiimgg naabgoiuct. Gmi nd

0Thatds righto Ishethrateeatf e mc
for you. Together, we would have tI
cause you and | got the confession.

OHow?O6

ol met up with Elarion after the
t hoer b. When this confession gets ou

ol canét thank you enough for hel
thing. o

Al ok af ri endship with | shethra wert
Ni ght wind for decades, she |l ed espi

having adventures. After wdoipgdgth&g
made her thdashestl ovean cofmmamdi ng t

mendous ki from the crowd. She al sc
attempt on Saffa, wanting him on tF
oOWith Roland in Snikm, I as kielde Lo
wanted to promote Voraxmor. True t
thousandfAsinl vep obi hbe one hundred
zieds a sweethaakto 10611 pay he
0So, Mother sent you here to wat c|
0l wanted to reveal myself right
l' i ke this. |l &m proud to call you my
Saffa |iked this feeling of worKki
Like how she and Soren had trained

wyrm fight, their émabguitc hheard fnoerlcdeedd |
still nagfedl atohea heartrophy.

[bve been arrogant and demeaning.
as equals, fighting side by side.

Her wings drooped, the possibilit
0Something on your mind, Saffa?d
0Just boys and my failings. o
oLetds hear it.o

0l possessed a boyfriend against
0OQuch. Are you still seeing him?¢6
OWe havenod6t spoken since. o

oDonot | et it trouble you, Saff a.
0Yeah é maybe he will. o6 Her wings
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team. So do you and |16
0You did amazing for your first infi
0Thanks. Youdre unlike anyone | 86ve e
ol d8m the most clever demon ever.o
ol believe it, 6 Saffa said. oDid you
forever ?960
Al onka o0slnosraawe dt.he shadows in his eye
as much. Serves them both ri-igmhg. Hdy,t
Saffa, why dondét you wake Elarion up?
With a quick kissoWake gpftedeepmegyv
El ads oayes opened. o0Saffa, 6 he groar

Al onka. Vasilds tied up. You did it?6¢6
Al onka came f or waMed ,gotltolidi rad |It. be or &

oWonder ful. You two must | eave at or
ONot before | get you out of here, 6
oLeave me restrained é to maintain t
ol agree, 6 Alonka said. OHe | eads Ur
escape, Vasil wElbhruse,ayoonmaessi epea
all the truth. Tell him why Saffa cam
oWhat if he asks me about you and yc
OHe shoul dndt, because nobody knows
truth. o
0Thanks for gracing Ursabel with yol

your performance. 0
Al onka rubbedli Ebamiapmped into place.

El ari on. Ur sabel is lucky to have you
0That feels much better. Thank you. ¢
oOYow@Erleome. Sorry about the slap. 6

0l dve never had a woman sl ap me that
Al onka grinned.

ol &1 1 see you during your visit to N

oOLooking forward to it. About your e

0Say nothing, 6 Alonka said. oVasil v
give an honest no. Besi des, I know wt
iron golems, tobeka$ &iamaddas samidt guar d

ols that all ? Put me back to sl eep.
wish | could help. 6

OKeep the resistance going. 6 Saffa r
asleep with a smile.

0OAl onka, youdre powerful. Can you t

0The entire structure and grounds h
but | wouldndt have enough magic for

A M
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OAbsolutely not! I dm not | eaving |
0l dm so glad. 6 Alonka put the orb
thing suited for golems. &6 As Al onke
hovering between them. |l ron shackl e
it, stickiomHge I tpogreet Heorr ge t hi s with

Giddy to make a weapon with her ne
son flames, and they glowed a brigt

With Adsogkatures, the weapon creal

olce it.o

Saffa switched to ice, covering t|
room.

When it cl eared, Saffa grabbed a
wi de at the top. Despite its hefty
0Smashing! 6

0l candt wait to see you in acti o

O0And your magic is amazing! What

ol 6m all spirit domain, Saffa. Wi
happen. [ can also conjure illusi ol
my hair so much, you should know |
t wo. O

oYour hair is a tool and weapon?96

0l dve |l earned many skills in my |

0Just how old are you?bo6

0Si X hurrcdrreedothirty

oWhatdos it |ike |living that |1 ong?:

ol |l ove being a mavka. |l 6ve seen
boring |l 6ve played more tricks thi
glitter. 1t spiraled around Saff a,
ending carnival, and | dve got the &

OA newaéirng carnival ? Sounds |i ke
do,tomdr. Letds make some fresh mer

owWith you? Each tale is bound to
mental friend. o

Vasi | stirred.

Al onka whacked him on the face, a

0Should we kil him?26 Saffa asked
future torture. o

ol know é but murdering him would
you want his murder on your hawds,
have my full support i f you wish toc

An execution conflicted with her }
should be the executioners.
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ONo. Letds hope for Ursabel 6s revol L
ol concur . o

OYou used spells.he=dlmdguowens 8sidngvas h ena
but Visilenval um, I recogni ze. Have vy
and thought magic?6

0OYears after my birth in the Under w
of power . o

0So, Soren was wrong when he said yo
combined with words of power. 6

ol e®seedingly rare. Most mortals wor
their |ifetime.o

OMot her said we are rare é and that
me more about it?6

oltés harsh and chaotic. Most entit
were € difficult. But |l shet hra and Zc¢
master my power and adapt. o

oWhat did you think of Zelene?b96
0ltds my | ifeds work to make her | au
Saffa chuckl ed, remefmbersieng ossr mag lu
0She has a good heart, albeit prude. ¢
0Yes to both. o

OWhat s the scenery |like in the Unde
OLet s start with Erebus, its capit e
for |l eagues from the dark ground all
around and disappear when you | east e
runnhirnogugh some of it. o

Enchant eddsbydefslconkpa i on, Saffa said,
0l 6l'l take you there as soon as we ¢
OReal ly?6 Saffa asked with excitemer
OYes! I can show you the ropes. 6
OWho rules it?¢6

OA demon |l ord, wusually. One died r ec

and take over sections of the city. 6
OWhat factions?6

0 We 0 vief rgiotts, oni, cecaelias, banshee
ol know ifrits. Malevolent, fiery dj
ONever trustitthews®@r ddotylse Warf 4 ta, and
second faction, are the nicest boys.
has to get wused to their bantering. T
your ohéadBut theydre just joking. 6

0Some kind of joke. 6
00One saved me after my birth. ¢
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OWhy would you need saving?bé6

0l wasndt the trickster you see he
didndt understand my magic. O

o0Can you share your story now?d

0ltds | ong, so we should save it

OWhat about the other factions?6

oYou know Ilrvan, right?o6

oWat er man with holy shit abs? Oh

Al onka oOHhReokl|l ad.cecael i as, the t hi
demedsome good | ike I rvan, ot her s
mustove met, is a special banshee,
but , |l i ke Kael a, stomeaad ef igmald . f &Na:

women with six armsnolldhey @ar ikdée l
realms from them. This only scratch
0So much to see, 6 Saffa said with
to the city?6

0Thereds a null zone around it, s
takes a few days. o6

OWhat ds a null zone?6

OSuper rare parts of the real ms w
0OAnd the abyss? I 6ve heard of thi.

Ol tvdasshtasm spanni g maemy mef Nawit &n
I did on the show and for the thin
and for binding your mouth. o

olt was all part of your act. No

Rel i ef ri pplosed facreros D GAleankka Let & s
this.é6 Alonka showed Saf-diaddd,r @aolia
fact die to create epic but unpredi

OWheredd you get that?6 Saffa ask:

olt took three centuries to make.
about it. I save it for emergenci es

0Three centuries to make somet hi ng¢
forybeng mind to fullyoddmpr ehend.

0l't takes weeks to recharge, so ni
0Can you influence what it does?6
OA bit, but it | argely does its ow

i ron and fixaaunteot magtool nestmsa gnbcoc edo wath as
Saffa now understooddt Reacmiundleesd
i nvul nerable xanet golems should b
Chekas could be beaten in smal/l nu
pose a problem if they swar med.

Both agreed on stealth and avoi ds



420 Jef fer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . |l - Fury Feed

MotBerteachings, including thermal ec

Al onka agreed to help Saffa with her
Al onka had disabled detection wards

l ed tgoguar dedssi de entrance upstairs,

| ana. Once out si déed tfhley csasutl he, glreoaimidrs
to the hills of Samatria for extracti
and magic, their hopes soared.

oYou need to eat the orb.dé6 Alonka r
whil e we escape. |l &m guessing your al
t wi st, the orb shrank, flying into Sa

st omach.

Saffa burped as it pushed against he
Al onka snickered and grabbed her ba
stralp&l. | help you regurgitate it | ate
OAfter we | eave, l etds talk about yc
6d | i ke, nMdltdcn knap nmda vegthay, iCh here for
Overjoyed to have her neW¥Wes$rfiriend in
161 | p iTchke tbhleo nfdoec kmavka fl oated over
extending into it. Q@dtt eirt Isobregddgaeady ouwm
With a&asomleat al hel p, Saffa engaged
shadow. The mavki disappeared. Saff a
her other. The door opened by itself
hal |l way.

Outside the torture room, Saffa maint
We go forwaAldoruka it hdhehts.t allamsds he
beyond a junction.

Two flanking hallways ended with st
wi zards sat in each room, conversing.
XanetAlgord lkean!lth ¢ u glete. t hrough ydher ma
mav ki retreated, darting down the rig
ground shook.

IGs gertSafgfal obeught , heart racing
them had easily defeated her in the p
The silver behemoth descended the s

b red modshnét vegkepupigtedlbad dbwh ii 1t
S

o Q

roi ht

ounds.

| f it passesAlwpkaduthiugptstabr have
di sThacgolem | umGbemédwhkar wamk.ddn8af fai
t he
Sa

mav ki fl oated behind it, toward t
ffa notdesd hehaed geolloemg At ondhaewhi lIhe ada
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l ook in all directions!

HurAlydonka thought, zooming, taking
| arge r oom. Weapons, ar mor , and suj
troll ed.

Those xanet golems are so creepy!
SuperAlcornekeap yt hdvwaivg,htl bsaacw .t hese f ou

to t hée cpwandgaektasss.|l ed Saffa t oWaind i braa
up . I 611 take it AHowkhkaagareadt hen
her hands glowing silver.

How do you break wards?
Patience, did Inkcted dfdt paadks idand .B Alic
slipped into the |l ock.

Saffa watched the golems | umberi n
The | ock soon c¢clicked, and Al onka
gap.

A different xanet golem | oomed f al
They broughAt onk a eBRabcokd,g bbhaec ki,n!b ac k!
They hovered in the armory room,

Anxi ous with muscl eMa ychlee ntchheiyn g,0 o&ka
We can sneak through the dining hal
Five chattering chekas entdesr eodp pfors
side.

Saf foa, ndoovre .

A pit huwmeg sitro maafhf as she took a s
held her breath.

Stomps boomed beneat h.

ShAt 6nka ItGsowgmi ng back up. We ne
notice us.

After floating near the door, they
versing aboubdsatdemonei oh®mbet .
Mo v e, ySoau ffau ctkheorusgtlht , t he stomping
A xane@s glndeaedn appeared from the st
Al onksa'!'hdre!

Nowll onka thought, pulling Saflgta f
warded, tool!

Sadésawings and tail brushednuadp ®&@a:
battl e, Saffa grabbed Al onka and f|
0Somethingds in herel!d

An al arm sounded.

The xanet golemlemennged, ailmretrdni Moy
guired. ¢

Saffa gripped her kanabo with bot!



422 Jef fer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . |l - Fury Feed

pair shimmered inbs maelwa wotdh ohobgka
Ti me Aloo ik @ HRtoHuonudg htth.é 1 1 r bandbkeembp I

Saffa iced her kanabo while flying a
of it. The other three converged arou
Al onk a OpBooiiyisb,edval ue your | ives, f 1l ece

what awaits you i s amsyeangbolna nzcién gi ifdgehmei rsc
copies of the mavka spread out aroun

stepped out of Al onkads body, flying
tars, she dueled the silver titan by
netic dance

0Bind them! 6 a cheka yell ed.

0The fuck you will, o6 Alonka said, r e
bow phased in. Some strands of her ha
ment as she held it, licking her 1|ips
mel o&ky ,ngmit echno and cl assical i N mod e
OMorsligatus! 6

Dark ropes snaked from cheka hands,
oOMortblitus! o

Bl ack bolts shot from their fingers.
Al ohkasong hastened to allegro. Gol
erupted from her haibratoingachl ehape
ni pped at the dark magic of the cheka
Il nspired ®my rhemarfkrabelned musi c and un

spun with a shout, walloping her kana
nabangl ce shards scattered, and the bu
bending it at a sharp angle. A final
screech of rentGometoane! tThherne e tmodred.l s
You go, Saffal

The trio of iron golems unleashed a
strike sent Saffa hurtling backward.
She roared, determined to smash thes
oOMal cargal! 6

Waves of crimson |ightning shards sy
Al ohkamusic to create a field of <chao
the mavki. Like burning knives, each
Pain f udesl erdagSeafafsa she swung her kana
ping an iron golembooméElaed adf omat din af
groundt hwimp a

Two | eft!

A punch from another i rcamngSdlaerns sstwil

in her vision.
She flew back, snarling, pushing the
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Dark tendr s snaked around Al onk

[
Saffa! Help
[

I
I
gh
Kanabo pointed, a fiery blast str
d

From the f t with Mortemir, s he
cords gleame azure. As she shot s
hi sses.

She lunged, swinging her weapon,

ment crawled up thésshands amd iac enc
bitches! o
Al onka squealed with delight.

Two iron golems raised @shehgad.i st
Saffa | eaped above her friend, t w
Chekas oilngtnointeedl,, 6 mel ting their 1ic

From bel ow, shuffldisngefemotesatrasps Me:
ground from behind both door s.

W&ve got golems, wizards, and gua
Il ce and, fAlgonkha tshauglst .

After flying while evading gol em
sprayed fog from her weapon, and er
The xanet golem struckhaRdel wmbBh
rating her into red mist, the two
from the force.

With the sound of someone bl owing
room through a cracked window.

Al onkas cead!

Sioé | be fine, eventuall vy; donodot w
Al onka lunged at two chekas. Ar ms
she gripped them by t h&ePrtdtreatt ,y dwerr
Their eyes blackened.

0Crufulga!é

Crimson | ightning thundered o&tnth

trides. o

Newly formed prismatic shields def
From the stairs, a host of guards
each other.

Both iron goldesmd egrsagblpad | $anfgf dher
Needing to dispatch them quickly
wind, freeing her 1|1 egs, bashing wit
The xanet golem charged Al onka, a
a whip as they duel eddswiitnhna gaesst osnoi osnt
each punched or kicked by the gol er
The other xanet gol emdshhashed Onhtt
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some wizards intoned, oVentada, 6 bl o\
nitel, 6 melting the ice. They stor med
Two mighty swings by ®af ha& adsmloviv e ¢ K
tiomlgangbeir bodies cra&bhtngl hgahpesirbo
that s&<omar xlanet

Frenetic now, Alonka grasped her vio

and golem strikes, her musi cal beat
flooded the room, sl apping every foe,
may hem.

The other door smashed open. SiXx |71
cession.

Al onka! We need to run!

A nasty crack came when a xanet gol
ment exploding in a bright $é&aash, ther
serdvaqnuarter s!

The secondblIxamnkdd gtoHeimr path, sprint

Compell ed by protective instincts fo
ing the titan with fantastic might. |
Her kanabo shattered, |l eaving just a

You f i,Alsanka&atffcaught ,I6hlerdif ascei sot un
Al onlda,e Yhawut. You first.

Go!

Three chekas slew their two compr omi
bodies struck by dark bolts. They dis
Saffa hovered backward through the ¢

Al onka foll owed, rotating in the air
Wall s, floor, and ceiling twisted, mo
sprawled, struggling to navigate the
t hrough.

With Adsohkager twiddling, a suit of
a crude maul . It flew into Saffads ha

Graced by her wicked smile, Saffa pc¢
pling strikes. It fell motionl ess.

Al onka dropped to the floorMakendan he
iceTlwahlcarry me.

Saffa unleashed ice from one hand, C
of f. She threw her weapon aside and g
s he ¢6ovuel dg.ot you, Al onka. Report.

Bm | owAdmnlkia t houghAnd hmey rbirkesatairse r

161 1 get you out of here.

From behind, many smashes ag@dundled.n
pieces. The formation of enemies char
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At the iron door |l eading outside,
hi nges. Wi th her heave, it struck
Al onka once more and flew through t

Down below, their pursuers emerge.
mesh spread from the ground, stretc

Saffa st opWheadt hiesr iftl? ght .

I nfernadt maguaoh. Don

Now what ?

Get to the field!

Saffa flew west to a field of gra:
Chekas swarmedCoufubdigat hdMakeapga!
Lightning bolts struclds rfilpmsihng o1
Al onka s$chaeaamedi ghtning!

0 Me , too!6 Saffa said aloud, her
pl ummeted, crashing with Alonka ont
The mavki groaned in pain as a thi
Worried about the orb, Saffa rubt
Al ok ahand, feeding her some ki
Thankspeededndhat . Shall | rol | m
With escape i mpossible, enemies e\
options remained, especially with t
| es s, she wanted to see what mi ght
Rol I it!

@ X5 o
Two xanet gol ems, six iron gol ems,
many guards to count hol ding vésie
castle Il ooming bbhirndertphal shhgraat
Al onka | ay nearby. A colorful die &
OHe x, get us out of this dire sit
around in the short grass.
Sabsasharp eyes read three sides.
day in the Underworl d. o6
o0Come on, orgy!o6 Alonka cheered.

00rgy?6 Saffa asked, giving her |
thought of this deadly encounter ti
| aughter.

00r spa day. Either will make me
Thesaitel ed, revealing a new side.
Al onka readSahteatodréawcéjve. o6 |t
0Take them! 6 a cheka yell ed.

A deck of cards bppdaredchndBapf a;
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jestress.

0l 6ve only seen a draw four, 6 Al onkese
Saffa grabbed five cards from the di
curved double arrow flanked ®BDISpxk kt e x

r
r

backward until backward is forward. o
Al onka giggled as the card rotated
oUnderstand, dono6t | ?6 Saffa asked.

ness of this magic.

OHufimgxt onel 6

OMortblitus! o

Saffa flipped a car d:Suanfd wmfelrowdrt awmi
rous. o

The card vanished in yellow smoke,
opening. From it, an enormous #8s&8nfl o
keep, mouth full of fangs dripping wi
fluids. It screeche ' ™ azur e
enemies from its mc ts st
hide, glancing off.

0Yes! 6 Al onka cri'\

Many sunfl ower fi i ghtw
Soren took Saffa on endi
they |l aid in one nse

Despite the commo l ed a
memory of hol ding king,
through the night.

O0Sunfl ower big a Y -

0oBring it down! o6 a cheka yell ed.

Mal carga spells pummeled the sunfl ow
green, roaring, |l eaning down, gobblin

Wi zards behind cast Masmitt drs, suulboot
stantial stem resisted their attacks,

The golems | umbered along the | ong c

OFuck yeah! 6 Alonka yelled. O0ONext or

Next card showed a sandy beach with
to break the curse and read its capti
the Bemach the at respite brief. o6 The

A blinding flash of |ight reveal ed ¢

The sunfl ower chomped a cheka in ha
mout h.

OMore | ightQriunfgu!l gMaloc ar g a

A storm of lightning battered its st

With a second flash of Iight, everyo
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and Alonka sportedebeuswamduyyebl ow

chekas, wizards, and guards funnel €
ONext card!é Alonka yelled, float|
Saffa chortled at ©dther &s$ izfmsrhrek ofinllaigp
the next card, revealing herself S
chest. Hearts and musical notes sur
adorned the card corners. o0ouWypedhal sga

i s goimMmbetoabd ®Husbppeadedsiwindgihna@. s
She heldds Mlaonndksa accidentally drop
With sudden | ust for her friend, Sa
sang, OAre you tricky and stunning
Al olmkasmil e spread | i ke her ar ms,
I &m nothing compared to your smashi
warm water pleasant to Saffads feet

Enamored chekas, wi zar ds, a ndds gsukair
crawling in her body. One chekhi st
|l i bido eyes met hers. Wi th a fl amb
baritone, ORadi ant siren of the aby
Al onka steapmeed ,i gl ari ng atdDhairk wh
ard of desire, know her heart i s mi
Saffa bl inkéeidheirn sasotnoancihs hhnuerntt f r o

The sunfl ower snapped up a wizard
polite burp.

A group of chiseled guards wearin
around the mavBy ,t e nghomge twemost and

chantresses of the sea, a captivat.i
feet, will you join our beach dance

The mavki sang with todmolted af fs
hands entwined, yet your scanty tru
your hearts to us resign. Know, dea

Saffa twirled Al onka away and br o

spun away, their fingerésl mpfgedi ngs
out , OEveryone, foll ow us! 6

Al l foll owed in step while gol ems
water.

The mavki san®,ToS afhfea bieracrhe v ewi & en,
splash and prance, making quite the
pace? For in this race, we | ead t he

Saffa gasped rom the hot pleasur ¢
ing a brighsts gkowed &l bukan.

The |l ast card flew outdoffddhoe.-chmra
headed dragon fl ew, each head breat

n
h

f
4
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The card disappeared with a resoundin
Saffa sang aowHarhndmsypdaexatmom,sees dad
nah! 6

Al onka éAsgutétftothrough palindromic
Saffa beloRedholud! tiEkmeel before the b

Al'l enemies kneel ed.

o0You all!é Alonka sang, voice |linger
Hi gh above, a Yamata materialized.

maws sniffing, mal i ci ous eyes scanni
grounds.

Stem severed by Il ightni ngcr utskhp.lnsgt nf |

FIl aming red and bl ack seeds rained.
Saffa sang Fwiotnth milraomkree,d skies, the
rible breath and thunderous roars. Fr
striking with pain you never knew!o
UnderoMeaad chekas pranteadheatedi igame

sires for flings, we march and sing wu
Wi zar ds, their trwdTkhs oulght tagrciamg, my
| ust fl ar es, with dragon fire, our en
The guar ds dosVaanlgo rao ucsh aurmugse,§ i ghy , wiutr h
might, victory is nigh.Oo

Saffa and o0Alaonak a, sa@ame,at dragon of a
breat hs, donot be a borel!l o

The Yamata faced down, mouths openir
Al onka belotSad faut | @t 6s, fl y, a catacl

must escapel! é

Mul titudes danced around the mavki |
voi ces oNo esdhionuitnng sirens! Dondt go! é
The mavki |l eapedsi soprahe and. SAf ba
0Goodbyel! 6

0Comack! 6

0Goodbye! é

OPl ease stay! o

0Goodbye! 6

With the sound of a crashing d&rand
attire reverted.

O0Bring them down! 6 a cheka yell ed.

The Y@asmaftiave maws breathed potent s
first, casting a mesmerizing glow. A
chilled the air even as iIts neighbors
brighteni ngd stchmaentc ad toluad sgracmund s . Azur
heat radi ated across Saffads skin fr
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reverberated through the surroundinr

The infernal dome shattered. A r aji
the sky as it spread, ascending. E
submission, hurling huge stone chun
gol ems di sBotlkegxanetd gol ems rockete
Yamata vani shed. A shockwave of el e

Al ohkaf i ngers twiddled. OANni mtr asy

OAl onka! é6 Saffa yelled, floored b
hersel f. 0Get yourself out , too! 6

0Only the orb matters. o6

ONo! ¢

Silver wind howled at Saff a, envel

Whoosh.

I'n the distance now, Safdfsa csrauwmbal si
tl e, stone shooting for | eagues. T
and she fell from the air, l anding
hair whipping at the survivi o@kclhek
down. Two enemies hauled her away
above expanded, casting darkness ir

Stomach soured, téarsagushiengfatAl
away, beating her wings, flying wit

Her friendds sacrifice must be honc
Hundreds of basmu and their rider:
Saffa cl|l &dc heMdtYigemeleéli ng chased b\
FI'y as hMgthhaear tyHoewu gtlaunc k your wing

She rose above the clouds. Wester
she tucked her wings and tail tigh
neath unfolded, its tiny shrubs and
the clouds.

After a frantic flight of two houl
I need a portal!

A fiery gateway opened bel ow.

She flew through, | eaving nothing

Mi nutes | ater, basmu | anded, sear

One rider pudKoeldanoauti sa dteaabd ,etbut ¢

e
she has a confession orb. o6

N N4

.|\<-;: "1”\)’(' -T |

& K&
Il nside the torture chamber, El ario
ceiling, revealing a daytime sky of

Chekas broke through the door. Va.
oMy | iege, Saffa escaped. Kol ana
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incinBsheéd atdemon. Your castle is s
Vagds |l mouth twitched, head and ar ms
orb.é The cheka went to the roomds coc
and a panel opened. He retrieved an o
He stooddsdyh&bddribal ding it in both

choice, give

this on you, but 1 0dve n
0Thereds nothing to hi
answer honestly. o

o]
de, 6 EIl arion s

ONo! El ari on, tell me why you invit
about Saffads assignment in Snikm. Co
0Yes, Fat her . I invited you to inspi
Nightwind sent Saffa to infiltrate Ur
Bratgon into a confession orb. 6

oDid she get any secrets?0

0Saffa didnoét get a confession from
OFi ne. Did Kol ana?bd

oOWhat, Fat her ?6

o0Did Kolana use a confession orb on
o0Yes. 6

Vasil oWhgsetdlse was she in Ursabel ?260
0She wanted to kildl Ro ITa n gslhRuwRi ta n dS
hel ped Saffa escape.dtBe ndege emfe.tdbhe r
0Did you aid their escape, verbally
O0No, Fat her . Il &m [ oyal to Ursabel ar
The orb gl eamed white.

Vasi | howl ed, t hrowi ng tdhe g bc laemar es
all charges. Get him out of here and
A cheka began unstrapping El arion.

OWe must secure our borders. More to
every dissident and spy. Law and ord

from Nightwind Castle imhecknowsd hti me it
tl eds secrritéd .t Anldoars kud eloi s ki gbr el
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0Since inception by Maelthra two m

Not hing forbids a man from joining,
al ways perished. o

i Governance and Guil ds

CC

i Chapfier 32

REUNION

stone wal l |l oomi ng.
Mot her cracked Soulash around h
Hands up in panic, Saffa stopped |

ESaffa zZipped through &d reqursiele dd

OWel come home, Saffa, 6 Mot her sai
her robes. o0Do you have the orb?6
Saffa pantedifasme Oda mtratroei Mabbbohukta tnhea
saving. O0OYes ¢é | know about Al onka
€ We need to save her! o

0Theydll have executed her by now.
oWh at

oSaf f a, she gave her |fiwee Haowe fmoer
portant things to discuss. 6
Motédercall ous, bl ank expression b
today é and shed6s already gone é Yo

Wi th a br ow roalihsee ,orNotéher sai d,

Sadsabreaths steadi ed. OYoubre se
Mot her, | guess itds all that matte
ach. 0 Iitt thsaAlikmn had € s mart s, as she s
ol drys, can you come out and hel p-
A stone panel slid sidkewa,ysSaflfda,y:
you again!é

OHel | o, |l drys, itds nice to have
get an orb out of my belly?56

MotBdermouth flattened sideways.
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OHol d your breath while |I do a spel/l
Saffa held it.

The gnome pubMedihRoot id awa rod.
Sabsastomach cl enched raa lbkrys droagyg
coughed up -aal istmmad Igr tbbriomwtho t he gnomebd

0l guess my stomach bile is brown 1|

OMost demon blood is. Magmuta.o6

The orb expanded.

oSaf f a, | et d0s chat | at er . For now, I

0Thank you, |l drys, 6 Mot her told her,
cl osed hwidt h a

Saffa paced in the room, md Whde rwehdi sr |
Soren? | want to see him.oéo

OEl enmir . 6

OWhy is he in their tower?86

OHeds a lich now. o

Saffa stomped heorT hfeo.oHB 8i cni@®Pedxeaasdp er at i

oYes, but heds al so free of the infe

OWell, thatds é good. I was hoping t

OHe wondt care about that now. o

0So, now my ot hfetrh @dte®dg vihrdte nydo u &r @ o

0l dm working on something to potent:i

0By NabysaMoest bere, uyndbwe!l i evabl e. I can
now. 0

OReport, Saffa.o

Eager to avoi d st hmiwkiwiarg ofo mvietnher Sa
thing: Bratgonds forces set out two w

0l 6m aware, and wedre prepared. o

OAre you sure? From what Leonid sai
a lot. o

0l have a surprise for them. oo
Ol 6m sur e byedu yoba, camdtl tell me what
oCorrect on both. o

Saffa wavedhlbhekehan®dsd you know Josi
0An arfichhed gwilles Heaven. 0

OHel Il 8s first circle? What a prick.
all ow Voraxmor in Nightwind?¢

0As mentioned before, not all in its
roots here |l ong before my reign. o

OFuck. 6
OAnything el se?b6
0Josnel bound Rol and with Mortemir f
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OArchdevils sometimes dole out et
fortunately for wus, this entity wil
on each other over eons offers some
o0Can it be killed or banished?6

o0Banished €é perhaps. 6
Saffa missed trai nidmusgointiiten eviod rhgey
teractions far surpassed this <call
weighed on Mothero6s soul

O0Mot her , how are you doing? | meal
0Thanks for asking. I havenodot sl e]
oOver @A mont h

OHas it been that | ong?6

oShit. 1 6m sorry for being an ass

OAfter the war.o

0Seriously?6 Saffa sensed sadness

OYoudbre not okay. [ know you wonot

know | |l ove you and appreciate eve

saying that more often. o

Mot her | ooked down.

OYou need a hug. 6 Saffa Hui@toine @ mie

the | ast time she needed a hug.

OA storm approaches. Despite alll |

its wake. O

0So wil|l

0Yes, the

of a smile

dom is appr
sni

st

Theyodl | regret invad,]
| pay dearly. 6 Mot her
her | ips. o0Saffa, you
iated. The confession
ed. ModThteanhk ayced.yo sai |
ings to share?6
Torture. H s ®Redebberiog it aind v
she steadi hersel f. 0l l anded in
in my ears. Besides the Netherseal,
Mot her folded her ar ms, br oawkdow ui
many times did he strike you?9o
Unable toodsermeot Mothhamgai n, she as:
but still calm posture. o0l dondt Kkr
OHow. Many. Times?§6
OThisewven, 6 Saffa answered, rememb
o0Do you want to talk about it?6
olt sucked, but |l Ove moved on. Al
the people will do it.©o
0As do |I. I f you changefiyout umeéend

we
y

Saff a

|
ol

on

ec

ffl
O0ANny | t h
és
ed
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|l eaves | asting mental wounds. ¢

ol will; dondt worry He put his owr
0Some mortals are the absolute worst
oVasil snapped his el bows. 6

oDepl orable é unforgivable to harm c
0Seriously, Vasil is barf incarnate.
0Thanks for sharing this informatior

oMyr a! Right!é
A portal of fire appeared. ©oWedhead
ready. 0

Saf f ad Ysopuubnr.e j ust sitting around, wa
oYoudre not far off, Heir Saffa. o
oOWow é | hope Mother is paying you v
0She is. 6

o0Saff a, must sedate you again. Che

o]
I
Saffa r el axoeHla vaen datr envee.rét e d .

Mot her t odusc hfeodr ehaefafda, pl ungi ng her i
A wizard exited the portalarmnd ibdi
Saffa through. The gateway vanished.

On the wall, Mother tapped a pattern
Ni ghttwi mkpansive artifact vault. Me s ¢
ket s, glinting relics, and other oddi
gem, combined with an adjoining skul/l

on a tabl e.
The gnome worked a forge and anvil

sword with a fiery mallet, mi xing in
gaping hole in the back, along with b
tabl e. The rescnfeas soinona ocrubs hi on in a s
Crates against the wall contained pil

gnhome.
OHow cl ose are we?0 Mother asked.
0l 6ve reformed Zeleneds hel met and g

answered. o0l believe itds ready. Star
0l shethra, 6 Tariq said. o0You shoul d
She heldRéwnwealor d.

An il l usion streamed from it, showir
oVesna, Vesna, Vesna é6 she said, S €
ster. o6

0Theydve already killed her?6

O0Thr ee offr ineyn dbse shtav e AdDreadg arne cwei nitll yh. a
i shed. ¢
OWhy?06 Tariq asked, but then he shoc
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so heds dead. d A heavy paleness spl
Chastity, and Alonka will come back
pain now. ¢
0Zel ene and Chastity may return s
OHow so0?60

0The @amupieece of Zelenebdbs soul is
remake and wil|l be drawn to the art
fest . 6
OHow |l ong wil/l it take?6é6
0O0A few weeks. Until then, Zel ene &
spirit forms on Yava. o
oltds |Ii ke a | ich, but without t hi
0Something along those lines. 6
0This is good news. So |I think ev
sible for the Zmey and dark orb. Wr
OVesnads actions cost the I|lives o
Zmey fly with Bratgonds hosts. Thi s
0Gl ad | d6m not her . You | ook weary,
fire for a while?6
0l gotta go back to crimson fire?:¢
make do. 6
Tari g t odosk hlasnhde,t hireaadi ngmierc,y @dt| o«
come with me to our master suite. T
ter, youdll feed. Then you will sl e
oDearest husband, 6 | shethra start
of fer. But Maelthra has just summor
0l await your return.©o

@ XA
I n Eldbsnmihrit e peak chamber, Ner os s

t wenhyee houcrlsearA ncirgyhstt assky shone.
Mel at har appeadrNeedr ofsr,o nt swhaasd ocwesl.| e d

ness, but have hidden your emerald.
0l have a question. 6

0Ask. o

OHow does our ki work?¢6

oOYour aura siphons ki from Iiving
amet hyst acts as primary storage, t
OWhatds our | imit?2¢6

oVastvi ¥oan will flicker i f youdr

eject the excess. o
0And i f we run out?6
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oYouol I sense when it wanes and shot
forest is a perfect pl ace to regener
charged. 0

0l understand. Explain these gems. 0

Mel at har grasped ODBeult stee@esemdiopian
of discernment. Useful for enforcing
skel eton and opal telekinesis. o6 After
the roomds other side. oyeudst elee k if iye
take my staff .o

oYes, Master. 6 He concentrated on h

right hand, wanting it to fly to his
wi || be useful .o

0The mind is a |lichds greatest weapc

The staff ejected fronbshicserhtaenrd. and

I't moved back and dfodwatrh bwiftohr et Hdiyri ni
atb@darhand.

0Good. Webdl |l practice | ater. Beyond
can use to overpower and confuse an o
i mbued your gems correctly. 6

OYou summoned her with mere words | &

oLong ago, we forged sé&hemagiacarll sEaemmme
sawvMagel thra,we esammome ymout he rdesq uleoscta -a
tion. o

OAre you required to answer ?90

ONo. 6

A portal of fire appeared, and | shet
OMael thra. Wedve got to stop meeti ncg
0Just a demonstration. You may | eave
OActually, this is good timing. | Ove
El ysian? By the abyss, it works now. 6
oBack! 6 Mel athar ordered, staff pust
ol didndt bring it. o
0She speaks the truth, 6 Neros said.
ONo, Soren, 6 | shethra said, oquite t
OYoudl!l not weaken him, | shethra.©o
OPower . Not weakness. The ability to
feel everything you want and turn it
0OYou took advantage of his keeper st
ol did, toilofnieniasH oauwralrnmesl ischal |l envy
Mel at har hi ssed, |l i psotNwiwt ¢hr pgneanbes
udi@tn work out, you conniving succubu

OSuch emotion for a lich,d | shethra
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l'ips. ol think your feelings for me
oMaster, | dondét understand. Are
o0No, Ner os. But mill ennia of me mo
and irritation. ¢

0She speakssrunhshbstohdl you about
a piece of my sous hen fheeerl.s ,Maekvee nn oi

Mael thra, | etds bargain. o

ol ol 1 remain his mentor. You may |

oHatlifme seems only fair.o6 | shethra
him for ther neat. wdekmay wear t he &
pensati on, | of fer him for a full I
schedul e beyond that. o

0OYou want to bargain? B ne. Give

OMaster?0

OA moment, Neros. 6

0Take your time, o6 | shethra said.

0Two full days of your time each
and Norwmbeéadpamiéty | ask.

00Only a decade?6 | shethra did a d

OSiyna@aee eagérveodwear s.

OFi fteen. O

Mel at har groRinde .heTrhea edkeachade, as |
0O0Agreed. 6

ols this arrangement of my ti me ai

oOYes. Her servitude is worth more
wi | | also maximize with two mothers
next week, you decide. 0

oVery gracious, 6 |Ishethra said. 0:

0She offers me for a full mont h af
l ong term. o6

oOWi se, Neros, 6 Mel athar told him.

0l have one more thing, o6 | shethra

oYes, of course you do. 6

OWedve acquifiroed a confession

I n col or ful smoke, Si X sorceresse:

Eris stood next to LariedbHawnd f hobe
for me! Such a pretty icon. And | 8V

0l shethra, whatds the meaning of 1

ol swear on my soul, this is not ¢

OMel athar, 6rbased]| shidomchianhe Er

OThen we shal/l debate, 6 the 1ich

procedure are disturbing. o
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ol ndeed, 6 Lari el agreed. oBecause |

N . A

© X%
Neros stood alert in the white chambe
ma sitheer woul d defend her with al/l his |
oLariel, 6 Melathar said, oOyou disaprg
ol f youdl |l excuse me, 6 | shethra int.

ment must take precedence. 6
0Be quick. o

A small port al of Ofsi rweaidperrge do ad bm v el
orb dropped into it, and the fire van
abel . Pl ease evaluate for genuineness

OMel athar, 6 Vesna said, oyou | et an

0l shethra is my guest. | allow. 6

Vesna scowled as the sorceresses eal
Vesna went | ast, and it &sd ihpagpred w arvoem
to Mel athards hands.

OReveal , 6 the lich intoned.

As a | ifelike illusion, the confessi

The port al reogaenkdar mndeddhgd out an
way di ssol ved.

0This is an outrage and fabrication,
der . 6

0l cannot discern the truth of her v
0She has a robust mind and knows anc
answer ed. ORegardl ess, the orb has be
Vesna. I accuse you of misusing Norer
for your d¢a&g.soWealwialglenvote. 6
OAcheron, 6 Dane sai d, owe must debat

Mel at har s | amneeNdo .h €lrh osstea fi fn o cawno.r o f
it. o

OHow do | manifest it?6 Eris asked,
Al | sorceresses, except Vesna, rai s e
olgnore the ala,é6 Melathar said. O AT
Vesna raised her right hand.

oWe will prove. o

Everyone stood outside the circle of
ORhian, perform the sealing. 6

0 Me nMiesrelbuenxv al um. 6

A shining cylindrical barrier for mec

OYou may begin, 6 Dane told them.
0 Me nlfgeri Wagaguia. 6 As Mel athar rai se
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bl ack staff became transl ucent, flo
OMenGearrcterra. o6 Wi th Vesnads rai s:¢
chamber beneath the driawh&krsanfati ngp aw
compressed her hands, the enclosur
ricocheting off the translucent bar
OMaster?06 Neros asked.
| shethra put aobserore.Wi s shoul d
0OTer rRichwgetra. 66 Focused and cal m,
forward and back, the stone constr|
protruded, shooting inwa4 dmandemut
hi-ghf stoppethdsnceHhearr.al uMdnf esrhe vy
El enmir rumbled as bufsgmedhepi Gp,

with bone fragments, purple cloth g
0l s she dead yet?6 Eris asked Lar
ONot now, Eris. Pl ease. 6

Me | abtsh asrt af f shot out of the cage
through the heart, tearing the orga
wal |, clanking off, and her beati ng
Vesna gasped as she spied the gap
her grievous wound, but she still s
The pale prison coll apsed.

Neros nodded, pl eased withdhi §oimhs
the rul es.

Mel at har, fl eshless with robes t a
out of the debris. He r -astktual clh efdl otaot
One ruby |l ay shattered on the groun
| idecsh skul I . Her mi s si ngc raa ok nrdo shee,r fl
l'ized. Hand out, h e ril sshtea fhfe | fdV ei et n hhai
commend your skill. You have few ec
enclave di mi nisemiesewdt h you
OMaelthra, 6 | shethra said. OFor N
for her soul . o6

The |Ilich nodded at Rhi an, and the
oVery well. Take your justice.Oo

| shet hra wiad ksidd d¢-e0h 8/ efsbtnkmal ht ghher Kk
from her chest.

ONo! Not her. Let me die!é
oJustice, 6 Neros said, aligned wiH
Mel at har returnedYeés, t Ner sk.ul Yo s¢
Vesna. 6

Mouth opened wide, | shet hra i nhal
Vesna fell backward, convulsing a
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into 6sheTdhlefatis gikhe dmrgyeodti onl ess i
ol sh, are you having a snack?dé6 Eris
After puckering her | ips, | shet hra

wi ng gl e adbnseodu rb rsineafclky..é

The ala giggled.

Neros under st ood 06tsh ewisnygnsb:o | cso nosnu vl ont gl
her their magic dmsdmepemhags tot @esk albio

oLariel, 6 Melathar sai d, oOincinerate€

ol gni banar . o

Azur esifzizhed from herfn@datndnpnyvppbei bfif
mai ned.

Mel at har wal ked over to a wal/l wher
shoving it into her open eye socket.
it

She returned dDWwebbelt dkbbhtesimbokl &6s
ol withdraw. o
o0Can she do that?06 Eris asked.

0She knows itds iIimpossible,d Melath
mercy. o

Dane moderated their debate. Given t
stances, the enciiaxeepbdDt ®dl &bhanoapdo
oLariel, I banish you from Norembel
oWonder f ul as she is, [ donodt want k
needs her balance of kindness versus
Me | abtshdri ps sl anted. 0Give me a thir
0 Wdiistheds just wusing you!dé Eris yell
OEris, youd6re a beautiful soul, 6 | sh
ti me. Agreed, with two conditions. o
OWhat are they?6 the I|Iich asked.
oLari el has i mmufiwi pefiomfhem g§ocauseé
0l accept so |l ong as you donate hal
Silkorn. 6

oSur e. Second, Neros will take Vesne
ol f my sisters agree, it owi || be so

ensure our debate. o
0OAgreed. 0

0Si ster s, a mal e has never paheséd t
debate. ¢
After a brief discussion, everyone V

and newfound power .
Mel at har gldadhake yadurNeplossce on stone
OMaster, 6 he said, striding to the s
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ONow we shall debate Eris. 6

This conversation | astde hgoeme ttiiem
her potent air magidcs wWowlsd dmoaiema the
her chaotic nature.

OEri s, take your place on wind, 6 |

OAl ready there! o6 the ala said, shi
this neat sisterhood! 6 She winked
me . O

Neros gazed upon the ala and her

with a generous compliment shoul d
encloaNMed .c o me , Eri s. Our encl ave i s
and power ful air magic. o

0OAw, thanks, Nero € Soren person!

0Our enclave is whole once more. I
of earth and spirit wi || ensure tr
Nor embel for centuries to come. As
out comes Wwiitnhe .déat e and

The -dlifghmoved to a rising |l ectern

o0Mel at har , | apologize for my err

OYoubve served Noremheldsf Ifaowl & hs ls
still alive. Eris is your responsikt

ol under st and. Thank vyou, Acheron

ol o1l 1 behaverdomihse.ala said. ol

A raspy sighéesmapeld. MeEmit darfyour
wedll see i f you belong. 6

0Sounds | ike a fun game! 6 Eris qu

Lariel shoW&t heembdtealdy. 6

|l shethra raisedoBrat dhamdas aar nveed aa t
Eris and Lariel to help fight there

0Two weeks é and | need gold. ¢

0ORgeuarter. o

oHal f . ¢

0Onrehird. o

OFine. Your time starts now. Get.

|l shethra strode to Mel athar and t
mavka ran her hand up her ar m, t ea
bl owing it into her face.

0l know youdve enjoyed todayds sp

Anot her sigh from the 1ich.

OMaster?0

0Go, my acolyte. Upon return, y OUl

0OAs you command. 6



442 Jef fer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . |l - Fury Feed

|l shethradtaokh. N8rpsal ing fire took t|
the white floor forming a heart shape
Dane returned from the | owering | ect
remnant s o6ef pbshat hr a

0Sisters, 6 the |lich said with col dne

wislclhedul e any accusati onwiblel ftdhdel dwe di

0Yes, Acheron, 6 they all said.

Lari el hurried to Eris, and they poc
OAmateurs hack systems. Profes

i Dossi er of Decei t

CC

i Chapfier 33

INCURSION

n the dim surgery room,coameazurSeafffi:
Iclothed Wlth haids bmedldlealc e welaay ngn

back to he humanoid appearance, b |
ments, her Iongsword, and armor cover
scribbled note, |l ay on top.

She sat up, her eyeasdFuaxcke rRion ¢S.h eE weaari yt t
worst to pass.

Al ok al oss mashed her heart . A friel
battle together joyous. How she had f
Spectacul ar, just I|ike the die shedd
sunfl ower banthalgf ewkini eesssholbit hggalbouwute
the most surreal moments of her 1ife.
the wait sucked. At | east the confess
0Thanks for the memori es, friend. I
wi ped her glistening eyes.

Soren in Elenmir. A | ich. Beyond bei
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the change entail ed. She wanted to
nature ended all hdpge.beEwers sfi rhil en d ¢
car e.

With memories of their sweet i nt e
hiilbadly. Training. Fighting. And m
di@tn exi st anymore. Transformed. Ju
mentioned him being a support and L
0OGuess thatds out the window. Mi g
somet hing and feel better. ¢

Geared wup, she sheathed her sword
|l onger weapon compared to the sci mi

The amul et and note caught her ey
Saféfm,so proud of yoconfWssaiewnenr P

you recover, put on the amulet and
She admired the beauti ful oOgHenstto na
skull . Two opp ites. Just | i ke me
put it on. Not ng happened, so0 she
She wal ked t the portal

§ )

OQut of the portal, Saffa stood at

wordlsd castl e, a gold phothexbemhl em
ouUnity. Glory. Nightwind, 6 she said
I hope you can come out soon, | it
Gu e sbsr et hselyeepi ng agai n. I miss rub
She pushed the doors open, enteri
nied by yellow furniture with soft
colors made the floor. Fine brazier

Fat her and she talked here often,
wi t hit hhei ns at on a couch.
He ran overodetdcgmeebackugSaffal! |

been so |l ong since webve talked. o
The month in her worl d, pl us anot |
OAgreed! 6 she said, squeezing him

up?ao6

OBesides the Zmey &tbuackKestahisgsn;
She broke the muWSge,ndf aldedi ngPlHerkieark
oHal dra wil |l |l ead our army to Vvic
assaulted soon. o

OLeoni d memoflioprnceeds .t hFedicrk i ng j ackas
ol wi sh eternal t or ment on f ew, b
back on the couch.
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She sat owhatbte hhims amulet? | tds p

put it on. Maybe ités broken?o

0l shethra and Mel athar crafted this
to |ive. To feel . 6

Soren. I s this what Mother meant whe
danced onothew?dher ves.

0l 6m not sure about specifics, but |

OHedd have a heart?6

ol woul d assume. When you see him,
derstands what will happen. Putting i
make him vulnerable to your mind, i

0So ¢é | could feed? And we could hayv

0That s the idea,srmBialfd.a, 6 he said wi

Ent husi asm waned 6as wame wondemegdtiof
was a reckless jerk. St iwantf eietl, abwiftulr
he will . o6

0l 6m sure heo6s forgiven you. Have yoc

OEl arion and | had a good chat. I ca&

OHow is the duke?6

oOLeading the resistance, hoping to

oWedll aid them. Combined with your

Thoughts of pebsplleedamambenrg avmad idr ag
streets brought a smile. O0Who do we s

OForemost, Archon Zofiel. | th esrheo.ud d

OFighting with griffins and unicor ns
OWith Zelene and Chastity gone, thos
badly need. ¢

0 Wh at happened?déd she asked, stunned
deat hs.

0They saved Sorends |ife. I take cor

0Shit, 6 she said with sadness, remer
sion. OA | ot happened while | was awa

0l dm awar e. But we must push on. ¢

oYeah, | miss her. So, about Soren,
ri sk me hurting him again?96

OHe |l oves you. And your Mother exte
mention it to you??od

ONo. Communication | apses, I guess?¢

OMaybe intentional. 6 He spread his t
too on his chest.

OYoubve always had that. You said M

more to it?6
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0ltds a speci al mar k, given to a ¢
0Sounds scandal ous, 6 she said, | ai
Fat her &lhug&tvedyour Mother more tl
my ki. And soul . Everything. 6

oLi ke a servant?5o

ONo, your mother is generous. Our
when sheds weary, I pamper her. Lel

she struggles with her vast power 0 s
OYoubre a mnmdtahwrkalngt heor ywiusti s soot
He smiled andlpgathted pshdrmdnmk geoeo.d wi

Your mother and | want you to have

eight years old for the consort cal

suitable in all of Yava. oo
Mot her had adopted and tutored hi

sparring together at Tenebres | nsti
ol guessinshé&d8s obomeushi s whole ar
and him. o6

0l dondt fully understand how her

turies planning your birth and find
0Sorenciompaddlby e with me é Mot her

this is some next | evel master mi nd
0Done out of | ove. With your true
assume?d6

I'n her world. And in Ursabel. Bot |
oLi ke having the pukes. Achy. Gr o:
0That s why the consort calling i
er ful beings in the real ms, but on
side keeps you strong, preventing Yy
oWhen | devoured the rocodos ki, or
of thousands. Theirl kiMéed ame from ey

He nodded, tdaiiwegn htelre haapnpdor t uni t
l essly. With Ishethradés difficult p
her journey of finding a balance. £
0l lTucked outElwartihony oguot Ftaheh eap pdo s
Fuck. Vasi l
OHow did Mot her give your tattoo
I

0Great question. I 61 1 explain eve
sort. o

0Sounds like a ritwual. o6
OA beauti ful one. 6
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A he€ellemerer ed: Sidor , one of the nice:
with two silver cakes with bloWeouand
Majesties, may | offer you a slice of

OHi , Sidor! o6 Saffa greeted. OYou spc

OHeir Saffa. Al ways. o

OWhy dondt 3shad fgisue ces eamcdr, 6 Tari g
for yourself .o

OMuch obliged, 6 Sidor said, nearing,
t wo shlailcfes and forks on pl ates. Fat het

0You may go, 6 Tariqg told him. 0Tel
thanks. o

ol wi || do so. Good day, Your Majest

Saffa chomped dONum!t Hedsofal wagst soer
up her piece. O0And this cake. Cooks h
0Scrummy, é6 Tarig commented, taking |
Both set empty plates and forks asic
O0You mentioned my role in the consor
Tariqg &yvevsned .you do é mavka ¢é
this

brandi
Fat her nevelSotmaitsh évalrgd n gk.e [
0You okay, Fat her ?6
He sl umped over, roll ed off the couc

Shit! Somebody spiked the food.

She stood but wobbl ed.

Fuck, t hey got mi ne, t oo.

As she tried to tr ahaesf Gsme odalt kapses
t he couch.

& ] 1
th a psuodiumgi healdamh

Saffa groaned wi

barrier shimmered along the wallds ed
damndrkaii ni ng cloak as in Ursabel, WO O :
Fat her sat nearby, also wearing a cl

the fl oordsonotthheer rsoi odne
A glance down and Adggroeveld Icaamdt tTiadye a
Ysarel ds neckl ace.

Vision clearing, she blinked, obser\
nine Ghebasswbeen abducted. And he mus
ORol and é how nice of you to save n
Rel ease me, and | &1l | put you both out

"Ni ght wind empl oyed hel pers, paying them
castle or other estates. Cleaning, cookin
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OExcuse me, 6 Roland said to one of

ogies for the extreme measures. The
ONews flash, old man: I am a demo
lighting if it makes you feel bett e
Shadows momentarily flicked aroun
OLooks I i ke Mortemir wants out. M
OPl ease stop encouraging it, Saff,;
0Dono6ét |l et this prick control you.

bei ngs eyvoeur?é6 Arendt
OHe candt hear you. 6

0 Wo w, Mortemir, youd6re just | ayin
ass in my world. o

Mor e s had ofiwesh eckaanse roaunt over .
OPriest, 6 one said. o0Do you have |
0Certainly! 6 Roland said, arms an.
gati on. We must gain access to the
open it.o

She tried to call her fire upon t
had taught, but ofdlbuycéh mygi itwar mmt a
OMurder ¢é6 Roland hissed. OPuppet
OMake him your puppet. Take contr
Rol and growl ed.

0Get it together, 6 another cheka
He vomited. ®Shddews amgededeédn. Bi nd
OMorsligatus, 6 five chekas intone:q
Col d, dark cords from their hands
Damnuntc.convi ncedds oas sRiolaanncde t hat he
back, she pondered how to break her
Four chekas helds hhaenadds, amuwtutnedr iTrag
around, he winced.

Rage burned@dsftomtieEaeéhas she strai
to break them. Frustration replacedc

oSaffa, 6 Roland said, owhen weodr e
mor shrine. There, wedll perform a
Can heThougthttag 20f | osi ng h e rManyebwef
h@ées bl uffing. I 61 | ask Mother about
Tari g screamed.

OEasy, 6 Roland said. O0You mustnot
0l't doesndét matter, 6 one said. ol
Shit. This is bad, bad, bad.
oYour Maj esty, 6 Roland said, | ean

tality. o
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Fat her grunted and spat in his face.
Fuck yes!

The priest wiped it off with a sigh,
standing by the oncealed artifact va
I bet Father t cked them.

The cheka smir d with smégnésastas
OWedre going b k in. There must be
Tari g @Youwmdleld. ver get it. 6

The four grabbed his head tight, mu
Somet hing touched her hand. Soft. Ski
FIl eiht'!h her ki dr ai n, war mth and po

c
ri
k e
ac
ne

wanted to unleash everything, but rea
The touch on her habhdi hgetdheaf Qaoet |
gl amaxek revealed unconscious Ildrys. T

With the cloak draining her newfound
hersel f.

Heart racing, she changed, focusing
against her chains and cl oak.

Rol and paced, watching the chekas wi
Looks dlriek e ntalway e . |l 6ve got to break

just bind me again.
She consider ed adtt hhearvnea | c opnuflisdee nbcuet ic

needed something more reliable. I n he
had conjured a fire nova to break t he
had burst out. I f she combined bot h,

while mpummel icmpt drseezlei Ké rabfalldsh but
Just one shot. Got to make tohi shucrotu
ldrys. And | must warn Father so he c

She foudd Adevindedyes har ed a moment of u
sioned-shapgedenova of azure fire mixe:
kneedeue@.goes.

Furious O6somaFmihshe roared, pushi nc
juring her el ement s.

Father tilted himself, falling with
Wit h a wvh,osmssvwemy piece of her ar mor
fire and frost. Chains | oosened, and
them asi de. El ements spewed from her,
Panic filled the room.

She intensified her battery while sp
their asses. After grabbing her sword

eyes on each of their necks.
Rol and, on &WMenGreudku,l gyaeldl ed,
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Crimson bolts erupted from his st
her against the wal

Chekas stumbled to their feet. Th

0You fucking pricks and your | igh

Ni ne chekas and Roland. A daunti ng
breathing faintly.

She swung her sword repeatedly, wurl
burning, freezing al/|l in its wake.

oVentrides! o

Prismatic shields protectedtat thé:d
and frozen.

Eight bastards | eft.

With her barrage spraying, she ch;

oOLuzfernal! é

A bright white bBeseamtahdétt BrtomkRal:

Knocked down, forces crushed her
oBind her!o6 Roland ordered, stagg
Chekas oOiMotrosnieidg,at us, 6 and dar k cor
ONowbs your chance, Mortemir! & s he
ows clutched her | imbs. 0Seize your
Rol and swung his staff. Red | ight
OHeds compromi sed! Bind him!é
0No, no, no!é Mortemirds voice hi
Shadows engul fed Rol and. Bl ack I
the |Iight away, shattering every st
Saffa | eaped | i kedsa enmmenrjgae,n cgel aadnh df «
porary alliance. ol l'i ke your new
together?56
Mani acal | aught ed Yesa,madd fefaanht heup
me. 6 Roland floated near the chekas
They retreated, casting Ventrides
t hem. Above, the grand chandel i er
' ight .

OAnci ent witch and | ich are c-omi |
pitched voice. O0OAnd you candt port e
Fire roared, pl ummeting from the
el iminating ing barriers. Fe:

fl edgl
and Neros whoo8&dedennéo. the room
Mot her c¢cracked Soul ash back d&asndl en
hand. With a fierce yank, she tore
splattered on the fl oor
oOYour |l ack of symmetry displeases
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upon the altar of my | ash. o

Mot her took his hand! Bad. As s!
OMavka bitch!déd he hissed. 0This mort
oSaf f a, Soren! 6 Mother yell ed. O0Take
OMortemir to you, witch, 6 Roltemir s
mingling with his growing shadows. F

emer ged.

Shoutt#Mabtargad and o0Crufulgad from
lightning. Mother weaved, dodging in
A plume of flames surrédgntteddTasiqgzl

a | arge fireball. Mot her threw it dow
Mot her sl ashed Soul ash, detonating &
Fat her made an icy spear and threw

through the neck, severing his head.

Their frantic duel bathed the room v
and ice bl asts.

Si x |l eft EarmduRayead mibry. shece paresthe
ORol t emir! Roltemir!d6 while hurrying
| over

OFlfaséeze fireball. 10861l 1 augment. 6

Sounds undead all righé.bAndhldyi Bka
sort of way.

She channeled fire in her | eft hand,
adoxical <cocktail for med.

OBYge! 6 Roltemir said, and the chani

Darkness gobbled updalbklnght. Cold

Wi nd Whippe&dsafgautan-.st Saf f a
Wind. H&vhdt Pai sing, she glimpsed a pae

rose al|l around. Fresh cool air, shar
with this forest, she guessed they mi
Roltemir floated nearby, staring at
|l oomed far more frightful than Saffa

ONo mother to protect you now!oé
OHow did he get wus out of the warded
ros.

0Chandelier, 6 Ner osdarmkmwess.d.ThRrTdw oiL
She chuckferdedze ffilashal I
OPorRonrtm&gnmaqua. 6 Neros motioned hi
fireball ball ooned into a monstrosity
Roltemir burst apart in shadows, sli
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them. The firebal/l curved to follov
onating, wood chunks flying.

OMi ssed me! You twibbambkl sngatwkwhr
mavka. What a pair. 6

0lgnore it, o6 Neros told her. O Mor
Weary from t hoet bhmawvd een osuhgeh dkiid nt o
ireball . o01&6m | ow, so |I®dfidostsecmgc
he blade. Azure fire swirled arour
oSword versus me? Thought youdd | «
shadowy hand shot out with a dark

~— —h

heart and |l ungs.

OMorsligatus. 6 From both Neros® h:
side, a struggle ensuing as he trie
shadowy ropes.

Saffa gasped from the internal st

ts el ememtiesé @i skae pmdutniged.

The entity |l aupgpbbd whdt é&sigallynal
ONeros. Your chaos dies this nigh
OWhy do you care about this bitch
She tightened all mu Bl ed & ofwing@eteis
know about wus?

No!6sHebeen in my head the whole ti
Get. The. Fuck. Out!

You just realized this, Saffa? Ho
0She will aid in your destruction
pull ed.

Pl €€asoeé®n she mout hed some mor e.
Shadows er uptbesd oftrhoemm FRhoalntde, miwr angl
body | i ke spectral chilled bl ades.
stable mavka holds you back. Let he
ol will not stop until shef6s free.
OWrong! o6 Roltemir shoved his ot h
sounded. The Amul et of EIlysian hung
Sorrow rippedNot hddvuehh&eaWif thii s h erh
trength, she fought to remain cons
Rainbow | ights danced from t he amlt
hey di mmed, Soren stood, prior hu
breaki ng &psarsth.a dPoMst emitrr acted from
She fell flat on the ground, ever:
OVul nerable! 6 the entity said in
hand zoomed into Sorends head.
oVerupelota. 6 As Soren scul pted hi

(7))

—
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solidifying around her.

Fuckaegard is using shadows to contr
0Soren, fight!o6 She stormed into Sol
hol d. Dark walls blocked her out. As
SomMesn arms shook as the bubble compl
showing on its surface.

OMi nmata. é Hands pressing, the bubbl
ol ol 1 give you a sl ow, satisfying d
your fl esh splats, I 61 | experience ec
oSaffa é kill me. o
0Soren, I wondt hurt you.d6 An icy st
sur e, but having abused her possessio
hurt him again. I f he couldnodét free
Mot her hepptdl hym.
0Saffa, 6 Soren groaned. OYou must. 3

Beauti ful memories of their I|ife pl a
I nstitute. Dates. Her worl d.

A serene smile GNokratdraer o¥Yeubee ¢éq
she said, Il i mbs pus Hiewgpfsda agmiembat t he d
yoiubve been an arrogant ass and terri
possessionmlodd yoau haegaidn e. My heart i
gushed from her eyes. o0Ilf you still w
makingight ng®t her wi se, goodbye, sweet
0So pathetic, 6 Roltemir spat. O0AI Il t
you, iwBadk aand emotional . 6
She 6di cmr e about the moroi anymor e.
relaxed her fight against the bubbl e,
force crushed and smashed, her Dbones

Etched in fierces coogctemttwittohed SoA
around him now. oSaffa, 6 he said, hi
hands, | commend my soul .6 The bubbl e
ping. He |l ay on the ground, mangl ed,
oOoYou idiot, 6 Rwh#beshhirs ssahiadd o w&idt hh aan c
SomMmesn head and reattached. Red Il ightni
thunderbolt for med.

Heartache r aWNadgeodd sther csoweld. out , her
the forest, tears streaming as the sp
di e, not him!é
Somehow, Soren had used a silent, no
saveWhyrdi d he offer ®s$scoomnudr?t Soimed 4l
OFi ne, I 61 1 kil l you myself. 6 The e

with a resonant thunderclap, blasting
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Racked with electricity and brui si
0OTaste some more! o6 Roltemir threv

shocks.

Her mind went el sewher e, mor e mem
At ei gtdt meshehy Soren at Tenebres
when bullies had bothered hi m. Thr
he had doted on her. When they got
come out , but skd, hwdhbBt pbeanhyinofe

At twenty, she had finally given hi
On one of their first dates, they &
using Portitaseranfdi rFeortmagmdk evid hg iha

ti me of her mi ssi on, hi s awkwar dnes
When his |l etters had stopped duri.
But Zelene had offered comfort, S U
t he end 06itf gonvee duipdn Wi th her and Ch
centl vy, no more friends would die.
Hés a beauti ful soul and deserves
Fury. Madness. |t erupted. The fo
wr at h.
Roltemir hurled a third thunderbo
l ess needles poking, stabbing shock

It caused pleasure this time, and
0And who do you think you are, bi:-
Eyes alight with azure dli rem fsthrey!
decide who lives or dies!o
0OThat 6s me, succubus. TLausztf ee rsnoamted |
The bskyhtened in white. A wide be
mel ing Saffa, slamming her to her Kk
Arms extended, black | Bghfhnhgershur
Despite agony from his spell, she
ght one of fihihe wWawo katltti@gbksi aff wo
and azure flames howled in a t
ked offesbatgmirt inmg pfiires.
Wi th 86%ordeenc!| arati on, she could <co
Needfeldern tki would run out soon.
As she inhal ed, white tendrils gu
hi s sweet earthy scents granted eur
potent, growing in her mind, granti.i
Roltemir moved in slow motion now,
but no |l onger bot her &@&d elreéra,pswarhmeiimg
granted resistance to such magic.
Saffa, you havedsmymaskalag Wwhi p atna

fi
| ce
for
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you get to cast Portitas after all|l

Soren. My partner.
OPorRontm&gnimaqual! o
With her words and will, fire and ic
l ucent whipsplits Wwiorkefli eeadand frost.
she had returned from her worl d, s h:

Rol tdbesmidrar k barrage as the white beam
The entity advancedpVYbusévda nikbdiags a a wi

deal . It wondét stop me from tearing vy
Her whip grew | ike her rage, engul fi
ning bolts spat out, strobi n@gBarhieshH-or
ment for both you pricks!éd

ONo! No!d6 His barrage widened.

She bathed in his cruel |ightning.
Ecstasy swept over her fesvheen véasu Ipdere c ¢
deni ed. Not with Soren inside her. No
not against the real mdés two worst jac
OFucking. Die! 6 She spun, cracking |
sonorous thunderclap as she whipped i
el emental thunderbolt for the ages. I

e ar t hignudaukcéikancg
Rol téesmidret onati on and ensuing shockw
war d, and showered the forest wi th hi
reverberated.

oDemon mating rituals all have ¢
i Navian Nirvana: Tales of Tant al

CC

i Chaptier 34

DEVOTION
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win full moons peeked through t
great oaks and pines. Saffa reg

finding her swd®rod, eshgatshiang,i ts.

i shment would |l ast a |l ong ti me.

She hurridesd ctoo pSerempr i mal mavka [
her .

Soren, I claim you.

Saf f a, I offer myself freely.

With his consent, dc&dlei siaovrwg edo u lh.e

El ectrical pul ses crawled her ski
of her | over, white | ight danced fr

Hi s bones cracked into placedgYdbdus
used my magic. You did it! Heds €& T

OWe did it,d6 she said, voice deep
OWi th our uni on, false priest and f

He nibbled his |ip, every storBdregs
me, true Saffa, for | have sinned.

She assumed he would a&applagi zeohas
One hand wandered her ar m, t he oth
ends toohéwvefltlewtd. thoughts about a

She | i ked this HDbBbesmoirbethhesapbdbh
0Carnal whispers. Kisses. Groping.
point.

A pri mal gr owl uttered from her t
around his phall us,o Yiotusr fruazvzkya einsd pt
ent hrall and possess you for a more
sent ?6

0OYou do, Saffa.o

Their minds unified into a shared
part of her , but she | eft him in co

0Our bonding has begun. Your mavk,;

The rippling of her sleek tail Wi |
his nervous excitement and her stur
be more enthralled.

ol think ¢é wedre already there. o

She wished 68 nelmeber sboshe chann
Bask in me. I f you wish anyit hiwng |l d
deavor to make it so.6

War mth spread from his cock, cour !
hi m. Remembrance of her decl aratior
to his face. When she swore on her

0l 6m ready. 6
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0Sor en, hold out vyour hands with wri
age, not to demean or control, but to

He did as she asked, wondering what
0Do we need a safe word?é

With thumb and index fingers around
her strengbhftypyobiwdshimo cease our b
tally or verbally, and 10611 abort it.

Unable to move his hands, her nont h
his safety, the intimate, unmoving gr
pri mal yet | oving, put him at ease.

Di spleased by his clothing, she usec
it to the winds. It flew away, high
El ysian now.

Joy gushed in her heart as she behel

Worried what Mel athar might think if
peared, but a squeeze of her tail, a
her s.

Her scent, sweeter than sugar, Il i ke
fection, spruced with | emon and bal sa
at her with pure lust, wishing her ar

Gl ad with his wanting, she nodded. T
her tail stoked her fire. FI ames burs

She guided his boBPndtbhbahdgotuoshl . 6F
OMi nWats@bex. 6

The air thumped. A shimmering barrie

She released his hands and stepped
smoke engulfed her as | ava bled from
ground. Her gear split apart, droppin
away. DespitbkbibBaequi pment sdtnddeaersd xt e
inferno of wurges for him raged.

She inhaled deeply, the warm smoke |

entranced her 0nsosntercikllsac eOng rya cYesda rheelr
from the | ava.
Hest ared at the thiclkhk dooketi pseionmg
He wi shed she would emerge so he coul
Wi sh ,grsahnet emdur mured i n his mind as ¢
|l i ke a geyser. Lava dripped from her
She unfurled her wings high, wideni
hungry, predatory gr owl vi brated in
around his | ength, bl ood and heat cir
He matched her steps, but backwar d,
of her sublime body. He wished her br
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Soren. Her consort. Pal e. Physica
casual sqgueeze, and she could end
mudve endured to free himself of th
his trust and commitment, made her
mi nd, his handsomeness, made just f

With telekinesis, she cast Hhleern gstch
| ocks, |l eaving her breasts bare for

Saf f a. Hi s mavka. She st ood &8bde frcerae
a b o uBto oikn oSfp eB d asotusn.d , he scanned her
bl azing bl ue, held his, conveying
Taught together, the slightest hin:

mane of azure tandt yieckowt 0 hped mpa e
peaked nipples of her engorged brea
for her taste.

Her chiseled ar ms, tor so, and thi
ot hers shal/l forever envy, made hin
ing out, beckoned his phallus with
eternd thyer Awondr ous wings. Symbol s

woul d wrap them around hi m.
Love. Longing. Lust. These pitiful
he wanted her. Needed her. Ached wi
Seized by his fierce emotions and
eimi s wanting mirrored her-cownr eHe

stalked him, trailing fire. Each of

Hi s vision tunneled to just his me
taking over his mind.

She reached into her entrance, exfJ
removed her hand. Silver fluids gli
cardamom. She conjured thermal trac

With his nerves vibrating |ike a
self up because of his aching need

Happy to assist, she closed the g
stabilize, wings covering him in a
She dragged her wet, | uminesbensts #&n
ensnare his senses.

Eyes c¢cl osed, he sni ffed, the scent
He wi shed she would feed her wetnes

She teased his |lips with a wet fi
inside, one by one

He sucked every drop off and swal
the deities must envy.
oSaffa, 6 he said, eyes open, hi s
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enthralled. 6 I n her worl d, he had wan
to ask. No such inhibitions existed n

Eager for his mouth, she could force
even telekinesis would do it. But she

Her wings fluttered just so as she r
ing for him while floating, l etting h
tail slitheredson ihpi st epahsa Inigu sh,i sher t a

Saffa wanted SoreaDtonknfeamhmipi supseg

With his hands controlling her hips,
of her entrance, her fluid flesh heat

Hi s tongue extended, exploring gent|
soon | ost control, |l apping |like a pa
wanting only to please her while he d

0SoPentitas. 6 His tongue vibrated.

0Soren, 6 she mur mured, her voice tr a
ered for him I|like a waterfall

He sucked her wvul va, his tongue swi
holy water for his soul that hardened

0Soren! 6 she c¢cried out, her hips thr
from her ar ms; one azur e, onedigobl d.
crackled and burned, dark smoke billo

0Soren! 6 she yelled again, torrenti e
clamped in needy repetition against h
the heat, her fire morphing to thunde
cons ddm.f rdeever had she cried out a |

He released, gazing up in a deliriu
vour ed.

She | owered herself to stand in fror
|l ips as she wrapped him up in her wi.i
aroundobéesdselgond in the sky, 6 she sa
ing a steaming finger down his bare ¢

0Yes, mavka, 6 he said. She coul d ask
out hesitation.

Liftoff.

So ent hr adtl erdealhiezeditdneydd taken off
to stay in her wings forever and feel

ing his chest.

Azure fire roared from her for m, eng
by his barrier. As the wind whipped I
with a carnal ki ss, pl unging her heat
Lips and tongues danced in a song o

crept her skin, a pleasing contrast t
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They shot up through the c¢cloud. F

bl ue hues. She wrapped her |l egs aro
her ass, his |l ength pushing against
Saffa moaned, her wings angling b

She | eaned back, taking him o
folding at his fsaildeisngt oofkfeeep hi
He shivered.

She summoned heat t o Oherurwimag/sk aan
inject her thermal tracks. 6

oOYes, mavka, 6 he sai d, her war mth
Heat swirled, shooting throughaher
l us from her fuzzy tip.

0Ouch, 6 he said from the sharp st

his veins, his skin f-Heaisrhg ngonsTthme c
diving into a pool of endorphins.
Silver wetness buobYbolue dwiflrlo mahteer weil
shifted her wings to create a floo
slowly spread her | egs, i nviting hi
rament .

0Yes, mavka, 06 he said, kneeling o
mind, igniting his primal desires.
Before fucking, he wanted a spell
fire and ice inside her to sunder w
entire vulva and insi des -ifnodrunce di ga nse
this i swowmharesthhet his magi c.

Wi th both pal ms on hS®aF dwam&ng nfinhaegsuha,
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Hi s hands moved to her breast s, mas s
trance.

Using his mind, he commanded her el
obeyed, swélsliimgpgshemMheyl saretched, wr
ging at him. Transcendent pleasure bu

He kissed softly while entering, pu:
the wetness of her flesh, tight again
he pul sed her el ements throughout her
fectly.

Pl easure rippled, kneading her nerv
tantalized her altar éofonkesavdmr!| Wi mdadk
isted. His sybaritic magic, merged wi
from her | ips.

He gripped her horns gently, then rc
mot i oSesf.f a, your horns are so smoot h.
mul tiplied your allure by tau squared

Her mavka tongue slithered out, 1ickKk
Low in her throat,ds hlkomgy owpielkdes hfeur 1
That is the nerdiest thing your mavka

He grinned sheepishl vy, owo nldekrei nsgu cihf

0OBut itds also the hottest. The most

An image shone in her mind: a fierc:
i n snow, back blazing vermilion, eyes

Another flaming fishe smpbBltl edahdomi mg
unfathomabl e pain.

0Soren, 6 she sai d, her mavka bonding
to bleed through. OWi Il you accept yo

0Yes, mavka.o

0Soren, do you do this of your own f
ing her enthrall ment so he might choo

Zel ene mentioned 0&tvhee pplaaiyne,d aintd dsohwen |
gardless, he wanted to bond with his

oYes, Saffa. o6

0Soren, 6 she whispered, rubbing his
eyes as she shuddered from what awai't
woul d feel al | of it. OYou must cease

0l understand, é he said, stopping hi

She held his hands, pulling him clo
her |l eft, azure fire tendrils emerged

Much | i ke the lich ritwual, mi sery sc
possi bl e. It knifed al/l his nerves I

beyond the threshold of pain, he rema
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of tor ment. Fire and ice pulses of
oSaff al My Saffal!oé he yell ed, hi s
oSaffal 6 Over and over, he roared
throat raw. A terrible seizure took
Saffa wepbs ffaimtisfoulemess. From th
emotions and sensations.

Whil e she etched hi m, t heir combi
Her magic waned. The torture subs|
With a | ast scream of her name, d.
0Soren €6 she said, heart aching
gently, feeding him fiery ki, hopin
Her lyiesst ened, covered by pools of
An hour passed while she rubbed hi
He opened his eyes with a fitful ¢
the agonizing etching, his longing
o0Saffa é | |l ove you. 66

oSw&eten, 6 she said, over whel med
had branded hi m. ol |l ove you, t oo.
0You have my full forgiveness for

there any more tattoos to etch?5d
She snickereddoNdd,y oSIggrherh,eri ttdesardane
0That was €é | ike nothing | 6ve eve
060Can | do anything for you, my de.
ORub my chest . ¢

She pushed him up, rubbing his ma
He moaned, the redness in his eye:
0Thanks, Saf f a, thatdés much bett el
OLook at it, 6 she sa
He ad down, OoOWe -fsi miel
dragon. ltds so beaut
mav k a. My Saffa. How

Awed by his decl ar af
her heart on fire.
He wiped her tears

OWedre making it rain
She chuckl ed, his |«
tions. She would ser\y
bondi ng, she wanted t
strengt h.

0Soren, I wish to se

Her sincerity |l edbWhabo dooyofiohawae
The bonding instincts toolklherf fmir
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my profane gift. Receive my strength.
0l enjogabbads ngoi ce. | 6d be as stro
0You would be. Do you accept my gi ft
oSaf f a, I 6m fl attered by vyour of fer
t han me. May | suggest a compromi se?b6
0Speak. 6

0Grant some of it to me temporarily
youdre done. Can you do this?6

0l can. Only by your wil!/l may it ret
0OYou can give it back again | ater?5¢
oYes, consort. o6

0Then | accept. 6

Some strength | eft her muscles for |
Hi s eyes wildeewierdg wiltobodpower to hi s
i nside her. Hands on her s, he pushed.
She resisted.

He overpowered her, gasping at his n
to the sides despite her fierce strug
Confident i nd Vhissagies wlatasikte@s 1| i ke
OMy might. For you. 6

0l 6ve got youwarSmsggoaverOQurNanatli ngghal |
no one 6evearrdelreals. Fremyol enav awaited.
Ecstatic from his dominant postur e,
phall us.

0Glad | wused Visobex. | can feel you
She ¢l ampe d Dhoa rydi upattcebsdl mmor t ?

The squeeze of her flesh against his

OFremyolenav. 6 He stroked her tail ¢
passion buil d. A volcawboo$hienmgphbDria
erupted.

Moans rumbled from her i ps. Wi ngs
magic to flood her with dopamine. The
mol ten threads, pouring fire on the f
magi c became mbgbteakpl ode with ecsta
stop, to spare her the extreme sensat

Unrelenting with his magic, thrust s
l ushness of her insides blessing his

Reality melted away into tranquilit.y
as she claimed his | ength, her f1l esh

They or ga sfintead ftao geextpheari enced bot h as

tial whiteness.
She turned her head. Long and deafer
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the sky.

Then he did it again.

Agai n.

He coll apsed on hesaffangl ingl iwvhgt
Her muscles tightened. She wanted
0Kiss me, Soren, so | may consumm:
He pressed his I|ips against hers,
Like drinking the most delicious
soul drain through the Kkiss. Scrum
' i mp on her.

Al | his senses fl ed, sawvea fdfmrh éir e.
Hi s consciousness swam in her hear
if she wanted. Owning his soul. Th
wetness to her eyes, her heart chur
HiSoren, your trust is truly speci

You made idtecd agywtwiotnh your

And your new $Hpel levies trellitke anyt |

My pleasure, Saff a.

Yodw e so kind to me.

You deserve everything.

So do you, Sorem.l Il snpeeanndt ewheartn ilt ys
you. Hol ding you. Pl easuring you.
As wbomlhappy to stay inside you, ¢

She savored him for another hour.
soul back.

Lounging in afterglow, she enjoye
cloud tops below, and a gentle bre
dered the bonding, grinning with a
struggl esabecmemodi ss.

Gratitude for him swelled within.
the forest fire.

With a | oud breée&ahfahi s hhodwaper le:

oYes, it was. Youdre so tasty. o6 O
swear fealty and obey. O0Thereds one
to ask it of you. 6

0l already know. 6

OHaving control is not what | wani
0Thatds why you can ask now. 0
0Soren, 06 she said, fingers entwin

unt o me. 6
ol do. o
Di st ant t hunder rumbl ed.
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ol t i s done, 6 osthhee rsweoird dilny hveori ceear | i €
Somet hing pokedshitsholurgahitrs: amedr emront d
soft background noi se.

ol feel you inside my mind, Saffa. V
Beyond possession, hi s Amihreddodfi aumgdeedr -¢

stand what it meant yet, but knew it
ol feel it, too. 6

0Can you do that voice again?é
oOLet me try. o6 She tightened her throc

He snioclk eerheidnnk i tds more spectral or
o0Shall I suck your soul agai n, mor t
she didndt get it quite right.
0Closer. Did I mention | |like the ne
ol &1 1 keep practicing. So, you enjoy
ol tawkesutiful, justoli ke she said it
O0Who?6
0Zel ene. She explained the consort r
O0You have feelings for her , or rat he
ori es.
OWe only knew each other a few week
have | et them grow to begin with. Reg
ol todos all right, Soren. You know | V
OYou deserve monogamy, and youol|l g €
0Soren, | know how committed you are
outside our bond. 0
oYour offer i's gmav&drnoman. Hut Il Om a ¢
0Thank you, Soren, 6 she said, squee
your | ich transformation?d6

The switch between his caring self
naturally.

0l have eight soulstones. So |l ong as
They also grant abilities, l'i ke tel ek
only care about results and stopping

0l | ove that youdbve changed and sacr
phire and onyx gems in his amulet. oW
me ten thousand years from now, wi ||

ONever. Wedl | be | overs forever. My

OYoudre such a romantic. 6 She Kkissec

0They sacrificed themselves to kil
bot h. o6

Al onka had mentdisomedeantdaman hl.orTdhi s

OEpi c. With the amul et youodl |l get



Jef fer &Bagnhe wWVanrd Vol . : Fdeby F

that ?6

0Thatds right. 1 6m glad to keep m
oOWhat ?6

0l candt stop thinking about some:

cles awviilvibopreedyomi ddndé Hand running
he caressed her thick skin and bony

bicep and tricep. Despite squeezi nq
g efrhse r flex made suréeé,ofandt heHemlmr k¢
contours, earning her goosebumps. 0
grossly inadegqucattieont ot oc oynovue.y06 my att
Unl i ke EIl ari on, Soren ached for h
one. Hi s adorati omladfsshHear musedlees ©b
0Soren, your words are melting me

Now she understood Mot her 030 il @auneni a
att rfaicnt inviend and visage.

ol mi ssed you, Saffa. o6

OMe, too, 6 she said, wrapping her
anchor hi m. OYou trusted me, and ha
worst of ti mes. | 6m grateful . o6

0Gratitude. 1 tds a beautiful word
trustilngdomdut recall ever apologi zi

0ltds okay, 6 she whispered. ol f o

They floated in pleasant silence

i

ol have an dea, 6 he said.
oOYeah?$6

O0Your father used fire during the

lassume. I want to use your magi c,

0l dve never seen him use fire. Bul
Anger works for me, but pick what 6s
He extended his fingers, thinking
Yoduwr e too calm. Try again. Get mad
dm twitterpated é | candt get mad
Try for me?

Ok aHe. forced a growl. More of a | a
Maybe | can luseblnyo meav & nf ohri sy ochue.a |
cCri mson, a hot but pl easurabl e wav
from his fingertips.

Your |l ove |l ets you use my magi c!

Lé&ts try some icel

lcy pellets shot out while the tat
hi m

Hell s yes!
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Will you stay by my side for a | ong
I want this, too, Saffa. There are o
for a week. Norembel dllt sbemmeaybisptay mo
She hugged hi m, rubbing hi 9lbaoknbtc
want to share you. o

oltdéll give you breaks from me to he
SaffaolNoyt sdren é | want to be monog
his neck. o0l want vy No one el se ev
He moaBatilfa é | €60

o0Just you, Soren.o6 She kissed his 1

Only vyou.

|t means fTearwoswebbsedmes &sr éep t o
cheeks, i fti ngBuwdnsl ihnesaudf ffircoime ntth ef okri s
have no inhibitions. I f you need my p
I want to make you the happiest man
You alreadadythaeenpbbiwowah| bheswer depe
She desperately wanted monogamy. Lo
ment absolute. But feeding on him alog
This @wbuddn

A mournful si ghSvedaedtp gSecdr ebrd, e tyndous t & hp
And Ot dieali zeshoWwi plgeavout @abbe.soul

What did it feel i ke?

Adr eam. Profound peace.

dm gl ad you | iked 1it. I 611 have a s
I f yod&l li nrseélseant .| Want to sl eep in th
I love your romantic suggestions. Ye
Do you float while sl eeping?

bm n&hesgtanced dlofwnwetf a@lhle, cjluwsutd spt
161 | do more than pull. You want Fr e
O0Yes! 6 she said, wanting its raptur e
He ran his index fingeFrampoheheaev. 6 c
Whil e he stroked her tail and wing,
the appendages and into her spine.
00Oh. My. Goddess, 6 she said, voice ¢c
OA special bookNawi @Dre mViorrvaadrsa :s hTad lnees
tati oms, Vol . [

0Sorry €é what é shrine book?5%6

ONice to see you going senseless for
the archives have a copy. 6

Del i ri ous, she moaneddSowietnh éh ecra nc aylow
down?o6

He removed his |&xngtihp amaearhkey.d dledv
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With your permission, I 61 | i nsert
tip in a circle around her vulva. ¢
0Soren, 6 she said in mock sternne:
0Too bad,dé he said, slipping her
Her mind went hapl ess. Domi nat ed
bly, her pleasure sanctified as onl

A good while | ater, ohSougnrdisnnleidke r:
it?20

She flicked her tadllt Gaswatyh e cmad scthip
felt! And you! Youdre a naughty con
oLet me know when you want it aga
oYeah, t hat was somet hing. 6

0l remember the ceremony when Mot |
at I nstitute. 6

0So do I .6 The sword, especially
weapon. But it was all beat wup. 0 Me
0OYoudbdre strong enough to fight nal
oYoudd | ove that, woul dndt you?b6
He Dbl ushed, t ed Il iwogu | hdenrd te vwear nytt htion |
your spikes. 6 When he caressed one
He nuzzled his head on her breast.

Shsehi vered with delight.

Saffa and Sor eSk,adbneis tt hloouvgehrts. f or e
Gi ddy, SaYSkfaad nbihle uYgoaw Kk !

Soren theefhdery head thought.

You bond, wtihéh iSkywdmeéad t hought.
IBm gl ad,Stoor ehna vteh ocaHgohmtey tym ut tteam. c om
Saffa and Soren kissed, drifting
Lips parting, their eyes | ockeéd, |
yet few ever find.

Both yawned.

She ended her possession, tighten
a bl anket with her tail and wings.
through c¢clouds in the quiet night.
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0To become a kighbrel in Bratgon requi
back of the head, dampening any magi
Any attempt to tamper with this ¢
i Governance and Guil ds
CC

i Chapfier 35

SCUFFLE

awn broke, toeasngna taghitngnidt § en
[:) bill owing clouds. Saffa floated h
Vasil sl ammed a shock rod into I
his perverse | aughs echoing. She wail
brain.
OHel p! 6 the wretched king screamed.

OFuck. You, 6 she growled back. Why c

OAh! 6 he yelled, his voice changing
OMy Soren! 6 She wokefihme wapadicpnherc
Adrenaline jolted her into action,
through her hair, wings, and tail as
His cry pounced on her sensitive ear
She ®d&dulgdn fast enough, the air itse
save him, she conjured azure fire fr
flushing her skin. The wall of force
Furi ous, the ¢éjeetasthealloul d. Li ke a c
sweat flying off her from the effort.
0Soren! 6 she yelled, arms out, hear

rowed to fishée mhetcbopedk through and
Wings tucked, she rammed through the
her as pressure eased from her form,

a cool wetness saturating her skin. (
cone offmhgt fpom her hips.
SomMmesn head shook frantically as he f

As she neared him, she stopped her
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descent. The air gusted against her
0Got you! o6 She grabbed him, flyin
his body, stopping just below the c
He panted, wrappionSafhfias éarwihsa ta rhoaup
ONi ght nagodr.oyl dm oo pi ng you.

0l dm just glad you woke up and ca
| augh. 0Given your vapor cone, | tFh
A heavy dose of his awe made ner v
Tightness in her gut eased at his
c heelkdll wwaaytsc h yo uBr eSaokriemg t he speed
grin to her 1ips, but then she r eme
0Sor en, chekas were attacking Mot he

0l dm sure they handled it. Dondt
0O0Okay €é sure é6 With slow breaths
OWhat was your nightmare?6é6

0l got tortured on my assignment,
keep things compartmentalized. 0Son
He g ad\paedi.l . Hebds ¢é awful € Thatod
i magine. Can | do anything?6

With theirdbendeadlsdmestihadmd@ht sni n
OHol d me. éd She wrapped her 1| egs a
He hugged tight, OlDiops péddlsi mel pt al
Pai nf ul memories faded,olr elpilkaecdk dy
spell s, 6 she said, |l eaning into his

h
OWho could refuse such an offer é
OYou mean €é this sexy voice?6
0That s the one, 6 he said, his | el
r

Hungry fo ki and ealgeknadaw wWwWhat ,y
massaged her insides against his | €
OMy ¢é Saffa é6

A hissing portal of azure fire sw
SomMesn cl oak.

OMot her! 6 Saffa yelled, shooting :
0Get away, you creeper!o

OAre you bonded?dé6 Mother asked, s\
oYes, now avert thine eyes! o
OWheyeuirsgear, daughter?déd Mot her
0Gone forever. 6

Mot her oOonudrdecda.st |l e i s under attack
need both of you now. ¢

O0Bratgonds allied with Ursabel ?26

oOYes, son. Put on this c¢cloak. 6
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0Give it to Saff a. I 611 fight naked.
0Soren, I |l ove you |l ooking out for
naked hotness whil e | kick some invad
ol must avoid such distractions duri

She and Mother held Soren, wrapping
through the gateway.

» %7
N7 A
|

(@)

& K&
Through the portal, Saffa emésgtehr ome
room door. In a clear sky, dawndos | i g
gently against the doorknob.

Basmu fIl ew, each ridden by a cheka.
Vilas chucked stones skyward in a hai
and threw firebolts.

0l 6ve al most broken it, o6 Father tolc

OWhat s foiag ankReéd.

0l nvaders lurk in our throne room, 0
the council chamber. Il drys remains in

but we must hurry. 6
OHow did they sneak past you?dé6 Saff e

oYour father and | needed al one ti me
0Sorry they interrupted it. You neec
OPatience is most important. Beyond
ways. 0

0Got iit!dé Tarig announced. o0Saffa,
with Soren. | shethra and | wil/ handl

She had never fought 03 Ilkieghreel pooditi cl
fear some finsalret iead g esrkliyl Ivant ed to test |

OVi sobex, o Soren i ntoned, and a s h
Ol shet hr a, Tari q, would you also |ike
0Save your magic for the kigbrel, S,
yanked the doors open, and the quarte
Six kigbrel and eight chekas, al/l e n
guard by the secret counci l chamber

hel ms. Eac hA bhreolwdn awiftihr eaarbni ack barr el

| owi ng r eleoasdiidneg fStoont kish cushi oned t he
back. Shock r oddss houancgk son t he ki gbr el

A quick ment al Prto b e ,ndamd Sefnfse aawl
Théerye disciplined é | dve never seen t
Ment al training to avoid psionic att

guns are designed for close quarter u
0Spread out! o6 a kigbrel yelled, and
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with sharp double clicks.

oOMortblitus, 6 oMalcarga, 6 and oCr
and |ightning at Mother and Father,
Soul ash slitherlkandromndMosiher!| ashece

erupted from Father s hands.
Stay behidohd meawSaeahemnr Ifire while

| nnakbeldue bl ur, Saffa screamed and
from both hands.

OTerratempus! é6 Soren foll owed, al f

Beneath the kigbrel, stone quaked
on their feet.

Sabsaflames engul fed them, batter
cracks ripped from their-buesbutchesl
flected off Saffads barrier. Two p
and | eft ardm. ASpsreicnognsd cvooclkleey . Bul |
brown bl ood sprayed. They sheathed
at her. Two circled around, fl ankir
Angered by the stinging pain, bat!
putting weight on her broken | eg,
hor ns, ramming his barrier wi th the
it awayri mPAd tlirs tleal met of f, she he
spi kes impaling his nose. Dazed anc
cross through his neck, her sharp k
corpse fell

Five, Soren.

Saf f a, | sense your pain. Damage |

161 1 l'ive. Candt say the same for

oOVi sobex! 6
A shimmering shield surrounded Sol

it, lightning spreading around the
0Gemheorral us! é He | ifted his hands
Both fell, rods skittering away.
Three shock wBeddbapiréerccedsbafifkang
convulsing, her mind ebbed toward
Saffa, our bond will temper your |
Her temper ignited while she maini
rapid ice blasts erupted from her [}
Grabbing their weapons, she crunche
The two kigbrel retreated, fumbl ir
ing his shock rod.

She darted sideways, unl oaded t wo

With a forceful icy kick from her g
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stole his shock rod, and she hammer ed
bone spike into his head. He fell sti
his rod over her knee, casting the pi

Four!

Watch this, Saff a!

Twin ice swordsodsl haedsoutantdr bm Soml
kigbrel. They roll ed, narrowly avoidi

their black ar mor.
She iced h®aor dnl,o khHeenl pl eygo.u Sthak ¢ hamu g & t

about her fire and ice occuyiars®p tyloa
hands.

He di d. Frozen swords hissed and mo
stabbed down, il esmtileyy dpmihenrscoi mbgy sameaht
ceabedworked! | | ove using your magic

Three | eft, Soren. Fantastic job!

The other prone kighbrel roll ed away
| oading their guns and cocke@s tdhteest ,
her ears wWwhiuri md.ugBarbkashed her | eft
radius. Both pumped their weapons, fi

She screamed in pain, unl eashing wi
their Dblasts. Frozen statues remained
the icy creations into chunks of ice.

One!

0 MenHiegupetra, 6 Soren intoned, hands
his feet. A crack much |l ouder than th
the floor, a stone guillotine erupted

Hi s hadpvseesd ,codrloss matter and fluids s
Zer oSoren thought to Saff a.

Hol vy,. Sahfifta returned, ama z edds amalg ipcr.c
That was some spell

I Iearned a new word of power in EI €

161 1 say!

Mot her and Fataeprolrcdatdhs Frazeme ¢ 0 c
gled corpses | ay behind them.

ol 6ll take this ward down, 6 Mother t

0l 6m badly injured, 6 Saffa announced
OWonoét be much use in the council cha

0Soren, cast Fremyolenav, 6 Tariq or
wounds. Useful for such emergencies. 6

0Saffa, you okay i f | handl e your t e

|

She fl oated on her back a few feet
heal i ngougdl Ime. O
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OFremyol enav. 6

With his tail and wing caresses, !
ur e. Lacerations seal ed. Bones menc
the floor beneath her.

0Thatds a nice way to heal. 6 She
how the healing worked, and at Sor e
want, Soren. I dondt mind. 6

He rubbed theldmabkrdffboirsyoackAgai
61l soften you up as soon as wedr
Tariq |l@e&d tsiMbd.hedYou both fought w
ing her magic, Soren. Most i mpressi
OWe experimented above the clouds
oSaffa, you can wield his magic wl
0oBeen there. Done that.o

OWell then, you two are advancing
oltds down, 6 Mot her told them. 0 C

and artifact vault. o6

\‘i e /j\» L

I n the counci l chamber, Saffa stoo
hands on the artifact vault door, f
its wards down. Mai med, bl oodi ed co
some daleraddladwhen they had come i n, b
fierce battl e.

ol f they have the orb, wouldnot t|
OMaybe, 6 Soren answered. oBut suc
would rally most nations to Night wi
Gunfire erupted from inside the c|
0Theydre really not getting along
Mot her and Father stood back from
OMaybe an argument about breachin
Mot her said.

More gunshots. Crunches and <crack
panel slid opemn.i dSlewne nc ol Ipsedy kveidt ds
wounds | ay on the stone floor. One

who held thd.confession o
oOoSurrender the orb,6 Tariq demand

|l eave in peace. 6

0l shalbtrnentdshre Hei 6 bheNsbbt wendop
tiptoes, he kissed the other. The g
Mot her sighed. Tarig burst out 1in

OWhy are they kissing?6 Saffa ask:
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0This is unusual, 6 Soren said. ol dc

oLet me show you. 6 -rhdtlheirg phearnfdo rwaevde
creaked open once mor e.

Dragan stood in his white dragon sc

de, t wo smoking blunderbusses in hi
r red dress, holding the orb.
s sbmMbhh&dtbet abyss these two st
ys, 0 Tarigigdbemeretdi evs ¥dudiPéeakay
outside. o

The gnome ran out of the room and uf¢g

OHI , Saffal é Al onka said. OLove your

Sabfashed with her jaw dropping, eup
squealed, jumping up @&md gdowrd.or i BEmids =
be a consort. o0This isndt a trick?96

Dragan set Alonka down, and she put
to Saffa, sh&l gaavied al twahtt hagcl evere
youdre so é naked. 6

Joyously, Saffa squeezed anodAlloinfktae d
Al onka! Al onka! I &m so happy to see y

0Set me down, and 10611 tell you.©o

Saffa put her down.
The blonde mavka wasdesnad, banld the I
around the waist.
ol didndot die. I sh, allow me to expl
OMakenwed¥asgot basmu outside. o
a remember when we fought the
e destroyed Puck é your <cl on
s hauling your dead body off

OA Dbi't of mi sdirection ¢é you see, P
Puck. ¢

oOYour clone played the music and r ol

O0Sure did. o

0And she died é not you é You were t

0OYou got it!é

0Can you remake Puck?56

OWith some ti me, yes. o0

OWhere did you go?b6

ol hid in Vasilds panic room with Dr
we heard the explosion, we came out t
two of wus dissected her. 6

oOYou <cut her open, |l i ke what, a Ci €

s
OPrecisely, 6 Alonka said. oWe did ar
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ol enjoyed cutting Puck open, 6 Dr
al | her fake brown blood splat out

Al onka bumpé&d iamtmm DrTehgaarks f or | ¢
done it without vyou. 6

o0Your plan worked flawlessly. The

you now. 0
Saffa stood inoWhwatofhbbhbhei EIl auhond

OWe joined Vasil in the after mat h,
using a confession orb on his own
pal ace. So, wefidndcaB8ethhedbauhawanu

OHowd6d you get back?6

OFoll owing these asshol es, of cou
vault. o00On basmu. They tried to s m:
not getting ahead of the first | ot
that é thing, anyway?§é6

0Soren and | kicked their ass!o

0OYou two make a magnificent pair,

0Thanks, 6 he said. 0So do you and

The barbarian grunted.
OHow | ong wigodneRnd tSanfifra satsakye d .

oUnsure, 6 Mother answered. 0 We mu
work on a permanent solution to bar

0l guess you wondt wuse a Netherse.

oDefinitely not. o

0OAl onka, welcome back to Nightwin

|l eading espionage?6
0l 6d be delighted. 6

0And Dragan, youd6ll command our ai
O0Yes. We wil/ destroy them. 6
o0Tariq, 6 Mot her started, dcan you

vader s?6
00dourse, My King. 6

While everyone | eft, Mot her strol
St adfsasgl ver bl ade with red and bl &
Il i ps. She caressed Rost abm: aak slhd gng it
mat ching boots. ONo machine will es

away .
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OEndowment. A sacred boon gifted to L
promise of service or frier
i Memoirs of | shethra
CC

i Chaptier 36

ENDOWMENT

l'it by I shethrads crimson chandel

|l ens wrapped around the bottom. S
Saffa) s8etbdna, Tariq, l drys, Al onka,
while he pet her. A fire pit | ay befo
held Starfang and Rostam. A gl eaming
|l ay next ®opaicraMetbér ghad expl ai nec
artifact of wvast, magical detection,
Through their shar edds bsoonrdr,o wsS affrfoam sZee
Chastityds |l ossSh8hgabeohegeht | hif m €loos
I would do the same.
I know,hyeo u hwouglhd , rubbing her wing.
0Toss your remembrance, piatah eor tsheei
fl ames. Others stood thoughtfully, th
For ouré Ifosrt tfadammatses t hr ee YSeoaresn a

A pensive moodnopmewnai li&s Nangudhrt onii In dc h

thought, throwing his piece.

For Kat and Lesdhl. tAhmodgfhdr, fYomis,8 eI@iIr dre
up. On yourself. Or me.

OAnd now our | ast item of busi ness, ¢

After ruddiagmSoskea sauntered bef or e
about her new gear.

ol drys, i f you please, 6 Mot her reque
The gnome rubbedoBaeff adantdshetolyrea han

| ed

Since the Dread War, |l shet hr a n
al |l en

of te
mi nute of silence to remember the f
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centuries designing a glorious garl
the pieces. Red, interl ocked scal e:
l eggings. The-topybiabk dpbotdybohiegt

olncredibly durable, this |ightwe]

oOLi ke Iightning?6

oDefinitely! o

olt also harnesses your ki, grant|

OHow much?o

OWedre not sure Experiment to fi

owill it absorb a tank shot?6

0lt should. But youdre not invinci

O0Theydl | run | i ke cowards when t hi

OWe can only hopewifastesstidbe boot :

Thrilled to have more power with
Saffa took t htehraowionrg WWVistihonsa,nks he
first before donning the 1l eggings
knees, wldar @omers jpaoked out .

0l candt feel the weight. 6

Soren gawked.
oYour strength and the beauty of >

your <chest, and the artifact wil
agai n. Hold for five seconds to rer
She used her index finger and pusl
closing gaps on her back with an el
the armor spread with a flexible c
jettedr ooy, hbe dbwpoyi mstpsi kes. Connect i
out on the backside. A transparent
emitted from the armor, caressing h
her enclosediheadatt owsduhdeahg. a
OWith a thought, you can retract
rest of the suit and will filter ar
oldrys, this is the most amazing
oAl I in a daybds work. o6
Saff a, Il think even the four great
Heat hit her cNesthaspreadhng dawl
y ou

As she admired the shiny, ogTohrigse caus
is so badass! 6

Chuckles came from al

0O0Take a knee, 6 Mot her ordered. Fa:

Saffa kneel ed, swishing her tail
extended wide before folding behi.
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seamlessly with al/l her movement s.
oPri de. It knows no bounds. Fat her
mental transformation, and it is good
ut most respect, and that of our nati c
right. 6 Motketorgaabe&thafang. A met a
you swear to fight tyranny with all vy

ol swear .o

0OAnd do you swear to protect the int
cruel ?20

o0Yes, | swear. o6

OFinally, do you swear to destroy al

0By the abyss, I swear . o

After tapping the sword on each shot
hands.

Wavy | ines of red and black etched s
tions of the chandelier and stone cei
rest, angled upward in symmetry to sh
beckonkedewough space for both hands.
pl eted this magnificent, keen, and wi

OYour second token, 6 Mother continu
with no equal. Let all these witnesse
forwar d, Saffa Nightwind shall be kno
rant s® Bane.t hEwialcths skigiel s miWt e, t he s
trail of ruin. Cursed all shall be wh
daughter, take this gift in your forec

Saffa stood, took tOlerswhredglamg ndi
claim this power! o

El ectric shocks struck her brain. Ev
the fire pit. From her heart, bl azi ni
foll owed, |l i ke death itself. She bal ¢
hi gh iamndbso.t hShhe wanted more power.

Mot her and Al onka strolled to her si

oSaffa, 6 Mot her sai d, Ohaving recei\
You have been good and faithful. Are

OFuck. Yes! ¢

Al onka cl apped excitedlydsSahdeMot be
rai sed hands, spreading into the chan

Depthschasmodaedp,
Where titans deftly creep
Within thbs bhamberghSafwkacl a
Shadowed power, ol der t han

This sacred rite, our Vvoic
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By Démvdiaght, our intent
Through the abyss, her p
To &afésaul, combine and |
Fire of azure and gold erupted fr
her sword. Soothing heat radiated f
With hot and cold zaps, both tattoc
frostentsl emmbi ned. Rainbow fur mat
t he height of her stomach, each how
As she pointed the sword instinct
azure ray shot out, tracing the &ed
decayed great hall, overrun with v
Mot her and Alonka returned to th
wordlsd port al di ssol ved.
Her senses cal med.
0Skadni ! 6 she excl ai med, sheat hi ni
now | arger dog. She stroked their s
her worl d. She could return. Wi t h
passed, ongefoagblt éeh.
Both heads sniffed.

€
¢

0ltds the right time, 6 the fire h

oWe are hungry for evil slaying,©o

0OAnd youdve grown up, Skadni Bat
and Soren! o

The 6dodheads scanned. o0Yes. And he
friends of Skadni . o6

Mot her advanced, rubbing the fier
snout .

o0Saffa, you have the power to sum

can gdttearviatnhg. 6
Saffa faokdgMesbhethe gateways ope
agining my destination. How about ¢
OYou just need a focused thought,
ytime you need or want them, theydl
oSaffa.o6 Father moved to her side
Youdbve made me so proud é so happy.
Embracing Father tight!| ygl slhev a uyd
Fat her . o
A dark portal twirled nea&shyey eHdsa.l

youdbre ready for war. Good. ¢
OReady to cut machines down. 6
The dar kldDrgagnaond,d eAdl.onk a, I guess

Al ok abrows furrowed as she tappec
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0l shehdven, rdports. ¢

0This location is secure. o6

Olrvan recovers from a mort al wound
of commission for three to four weeks
Fat her omWod the d it a havy, our | and f or c
OMy thoughts precisely. We currentl
The enemy is entrenched. Though the s
to eliminate the invaders and their s
of Brsatfgoorncbes come on | and. Theyol | b
Qur forces have dug in on Marasheart o
OWe | ost Tes a, then?6 Mot her asked.

0They used a dark sphere to create ¢
the time waters receded and we recove
Griffinés Cry to smash them with our
shi p sanluveo st oc opnotuind us, but my divers

under water . o
0So many homeless, 6 Tariq noted.

O0Theydre set up in camps west of Tes
OWhen your presence is no longer r e
Mar asheart with Kael a. Pass command t
oUnder stood. Keep an @Fei usayort mey

have anot her . 6
0Good to know, 6 Dragan sai d.

00One more thing. Eris mentioned Br at
ba®.l sA smal l squad should beoboablteigge
traps with these scouts. Beyond that,
est . With the | esnik, this should dis

OWe should send half our forces, 6 Dr
the goal, not disrupting. 6

Hal dra | iftedl happrédcinatag yhour. aggr
have a dark orb and hit the forest wi
catastrophic. o

0Then we stop such an orb. 6

ol f we had an air force to do the st
stands. 6

oVery well, 6 he said.

Al onka whispered something into his
oLast, | have a full scouting report
fifty thousand infantry, two thousan:i

“Anot her recent i nvention of Bratgon, t hi
explosives. Upon i mpact or after a ti me,
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goliaths. Their air army has four h

bel 6s forces number two thousand,

Their earth magic wil!/ be probl emat
OPiece of cake, 6 Saffa bragged. 0

Al onk a 0l Taouog hseodo.n . 6
OBummer . 0

0Thanks for your report, 6 Mother

The darkling vanished in shadows.

0ldrys, the castle is yours. The
der , carry out Haldrabd i nstructi ol
orb to Samatria for ai Pass word

S
d
At dawn ,wewsattwecar d. 6 She took Father 0
vault, grabbing the orb Fire took
OWhat traps are they talking abou:
Dragan o0dmitldesd.j ust say whetnr eBersat gtc

have far more than | esnik to worry
oOWhat kinds of demons will come o
0OAngry ones, 6 Al onka answered. O0A
rage them. o
oYes, it will, 6 Dragan agreed. 0S:
border ?¢
OPoi nt and think, 6 Al onka instruc:

0Yea, Egbdadridédmack! 6

The bl onde mavka bowed dramati cal |

Saffa drew Starfang with a sharp
the border A fiery portal hi ssed
herself for her first return to the



482 Jef fer &Bagnhe wWanrd Vol . |l - Fury Feed

OA power ful artifact can turn the tioc
profound effects may be wunl
i Codex of Relics
CC

iR Chaptier 37

VANGUARD

¢ Saffa «

thrust my bldasd eg uthrhboeufgohr-eat treaebe d n § o n
Isword out. This man is a sl ave, but
me down.
Anotlhiefrt s his musket, but | throw a
and falls.
A taskmaster cocks his pistols but
coll apses, blood staining his brown wu

I wrap 63 adreredn conkéctki ome ipmneicee ap!
burned flesh and smoke are ever prese
field.

Ot her graduat es, plus some of our a
desperate mini battl es: magic against
spreads out to the west. To the east

Bratgon.

Fuck Bratgon and their endless rabs
them as human shields, whipping from
ceremony with thém datrgommisreedtttacrka k e

It happened 6Osto hfaavset .t iWee dtiodnor gani z e

strategy. I n frantic times |ike this,
efits. First, it keeps the enemy gues
ond, it keeps us amdr tt ank sBrcatngd n ths t

with each shot.
Three of my best friends from Tenebr
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and Kave tWeained together for years

I smel |l bl ood, ndost es|ae esvhea | la ntde arro |
Sorends wounded. Can you heal him?¢
ar m.

The shy redheaded girl i hs bd wte. rlot

0Thanks, you two. | didnot reali z

I wink at cute Soren in his gray
I do pretty @ cthhe nywehd tnigst Heaklie s um
go wil d.

0There you go, Soren. Al better,
a battle raged all around. Sheds al
with brashness.

A hpgtched hor ndsblsopashit 6Sdoentesoanies r s
person. The anticipation of these n
and anxiety inside me. The ground
medi atel y.

Wit h 6%orFingupetra spell, Lechds S
seqmircle wall. Dark with spikes on
afternoon | ight. We take cover behi

tanks go aradngumwedohl thkemtzuaing e
of f .

Lech, in his black | eatdhme r,ungqii nas
his mind naked.

Soren and | started dabttngewnebbwdr
and | have fucked for years. Sorendt
I dondt want to hurt his newfound c

I hol d ohiosv eh ymodu.r spi kes, Soren. 6

He fl ashesiila lhrdwolusi gghtienned by wt

Lech stares at aMe way It hey dGardeni g e
Wedre about to fuck them up. 6

oUnl ess they use cidrum in their
0ltds a fucking skirmish, 6 Lech s
their artillery. ¢

Kat wave®Dhek! ar ms.

We al | dive in randodns dVviirseochteixo nbsa.r
had said their silver or cidrum bu
cracks, bull ets whizzing over our h
Lech oGamdortblitus! b

Arr-owaped shadows shoot from his h
bl ood spttrotliesg fFnom fall; the rest
t hem i niitthhee nhoeranda I puni shment for s

OEat that, you fucking bastards! 6
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| boumdNé cepone, Lech. 6

He shrugs with his arrogant smirk.

Kat and Soren stand. Shrill hisses d
a force smacking myanhess$s, anmnadl mgbenag
i ng bl uemisxhed pwmietth i ron and silver | i

Arrogance drainsdsrom my face and Le
oOoMortblitus! o

Shadowy bl ast&s sthaomds ,f rphma diercdh t hr ou

Kabts eyes bulge. Soren murmurs a spel
roars.

Chunks of our wall explodbrurechkhg. sT
ground quakes. Somet hing squeaks. A

pointing at Lech.
Adrenaline hid®bifaardLeaoahmg chest.
1

't a happens in slow motion as he
dodge.

A roaGvdirkeevdr heard comes from t he
ears and chest take a poundingawhbheh
in it and not get burned, but the smo

I6m frozen, unsure what the Hells ju
mout h, gasping at scatteretdhei poesonf
his death hasndét registered.

More shrill sounds. Portions of the

Kat kneeds Ibgftwhaft Lechds torso and
should spray out, cauterized flesh gl
€ | can save him.o

Musket fire rips through her. She fe&

I spray ice on the tank and our ©batt

OVi sobex!déd Soren intones as he hurri

ing around them.
Anot her thunderous roar and fo®smes

barrier shatters, and he dives on Kat
then he |l ays motionl ess.

o0Soren!o6 | yell, |l eaping to my boyf
with my [|ife.

Rabs are swarming now.

A vila o@Ges hermeut of herel! d She st
from her hands before |ifting Soren |
80Cidrum could be fused with iron and silywv
and even destroy walls |like the squad ma

all owing such use sometimes, despite its
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I grab dsowadsKatbut a volley of
slicing my | egs. My grip falters.

The iron monster ""‘" Wy i

our wal |, gears cl ‘ - = | ste
for wus. 't towers @G i ni n.
with its tracks. Ba = . CSE ; COoV

Bl ack smoke hisses

I | ost onédthei shc
hadtmithut | wonot Ie? to
machi ne. :
I Iift Kat despit ¢ my
somet hi ng tbheuthn dhedr. s
neath exploflesot héar :
She |l ands in a heap, and | hit th
hard nearby, stars in my eyes, a b
torso.
No time to grab her now. | must s
I roll, standing whilehdndhooreatcie
wal |
Its turret booms fire, blasting my
bel t s, squeaklng forward. I hack m
somet hing as | utter a prayer to
sparkseratnimire,spl drop my sword and
screaming for this metal beast to s
Despite my wintry covering, t#Bs t
chest and skull with one wide treac
rifying my ears. Bl ood pool s bet wee
A burning lesnik jumps on the tar
Somet hing coamckgesnmy skull . |

h N

& &"éf'\}-\:/|
At Ni phst weiarsd ern border with Bratgor
cascading down her face. The horro
Mot her | ater mentioneavemwewvendedit h
| r e meSrobreern tthooou g ht widd welleokeapet
now. Wedl!l fight in their honor
I&s nice being with someone who un
This ti me, you have the power to
Bol stered by his support, sOlees hersa
Thtas right, Soren. 106l enjoy cutti
Soren gave a tight hug. Rostam f I
Thanks for staying by my side, my
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Forever.

A vila ran from dWedveoregwsdl lugpd twn MDe =
Di ssenters are in holding areas neatr
the city. 6

OLeonidds propaganda made its way he
oLi ke the morozko, Bratgon is a dis
|l eave after the war. For now, we cani
company of vila and roam the forest a

retreat tevehpyorme tglsdettld hold. Wedl |
She nodded and sprinted off.

0Skadni, you ready?¢é Saffa asked.

OMachines melt and freeze from our «k

She drew Starfang, passing the swor
venge fool thetfaheenwill .o

0l ncoming enemies! d Skadni ds icy hese

A few airships and Zmey emerged in t

OAl onka and | wi || take the air, 6 Di
I f you didnot noti ce, Saff a, your arm
suggest he strap in for flight. 6

0Soren, care to ride me again?o

OLooks safe enough, 6 he said, puttin
and wrists, the armor formed fl exible
feet | owered near her s, all owing him
with seoamlimesndg mf his | i mbs.

You missed my jab.

No, dt .diwmat am | thinking of?

Saf f a $d methtreidng .f oSh ea fgtrearb btehde Sokaatdtnlie
while holding Starfang with her right
Al ok asi mul acrum stepped out of her

scale mail behind his ass before pul
awaka&nd or d

oOHel |l o, Puck. 6 He snatched her hand
in a battle this large for fifteen ye
what a reign it was. 6

Al onka <&lholravwednostal gi a, but itds t
and Puck split into eight mirrored cC
their hands. oOLetds go. 0

Wi th Dragan and Blue, they soared tc

Li ke it did three years ago, the gr
f oun dd sS aefafras .

She ascended sl owlsy hiddqueezing her s

Five iron tanks steamed over the hi
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attacked three years ago.

She flew toéstbkbdgeprimandong on a t
beast ignited her rage.

0Time to avenge my friends! 6
Skadni hopped off, c¢clawing at the
oSaffa. o6 Soren detached himself f
t he dosd.ofud We

0Tear these damn turrets offl o
oCut with sword, 6 the fire head s:¢
the scum within. o

She stabbed Starfang under its tu
its hulll connection. After sheathin

she yanked t he -$luiralicatrgkofl fd i wigt i ta hn e
Three pale men gazed up with terr

traption. Middle person aimed and f
engine. A boiler with piles of <coal
0OBurn bitches! 6 Azure fire roared
fl ames from Skadni ds fire head. He a
ing her nostril s. As she sneered, I
as fl esh amelstiezdz laendd. cfo fi nal frosty
steam. Smells of smoldering remains
Pl eased by the odor of slain enemi
out of spite. It detonated.

As a pinwheel of wheezing fire, t
rang. Soren and Skadni dove off, a°
near t hem. The dog roll ed, stood, s
oSaffa.o6 Soren stood, dusting hi m:
She scanned her armor, finding no
dur afhdadsarybi ng fooShciet .s oSwerheonw,. | di d1
me to be careful, dondt you? Sorry
ONo problem,é he said, attaching t
a fatal designitfHewldr d et &ar igreg tthe
instead of fire. Youdll want reseryv
With Skadni in her arms, she avoi
then removing turrets safely. I nsi c
er atsorki , |l eaving gray corpses in h
tastes irritated her senses.

0Cut the turret into a shield, 6 S
ter. o

OFuck, they taste gross. o6 She spaf

remai ned.
With three chops, she cut off the
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She lifted it, dumping out the ammo s

A rectangular slice made a thick to\
its heavy wedilghtanmanmnag evehbyl eZ.el ene usec
0Given ironf6s mass plus dimensions ¢
and shouldnoét i mpede you. Specingul un
with spectral straps.

Both heads b@aTcegetthheeri rwittehet$ar en, we
head said.

ONice to have you with us, Skadni , o
and backside?6

The icy hheread.baAmidedise our deadly br
Saffa chuckd edlaqqar ndhnes do@You comfort

0Soren spell soft, 6 the heads said.
0Their fire and ice arendt hurting Yy
ONo, 6 Soren answered, putting his ho
Above, Dragan, Al onk a, and Puck democ
of bone and metal fell to the grass.

besi de Saf f a.

@ X4
Saffa flipped hedThiwDrwamnumpu@anids cta@ he
as well give up. 6

0They know what theydre up against n

cltosea war mup.

ol do I|Ii ke warmups. Right, Soren?96
0O0One | wi || remember forever, Saff a.
OWhat did you do?6 Alonka asked.
oOMade him an icy replica of myself.
oWel I , sheds not wrong. 6

Al onka 9®miolvkavrydi.s your shield?6
0Seventy stone. 6

0ltds heavy, 6 Dragan noted. o0Bor al i
ity?6

She raised andNopweréoed t he shield.
OMore enemies, 6 Skadni 6s heads war ne
Whirs started oswdaned. bTuan qgsupicrkdiyn g
many sticks of expl osi ves, each made



Jef fer &Bagnhe wWVanrd Vol . | : Fd489y F

oBomb ball s. Saff a,
us, 6 Alonka compl aine
oMaint ain position,
0They shouldndét trigg
The balls rolled by
exploding fire and me
cient groans swept t
grabbed twisted piece
on the grass before n

One machine vanished
Four ifrits emerged,
OTrickster whore, 6
this is your idea of humor, weo0l

k
Dragan drew Bor aldo Aprod olgli ek e d rt H ér
through the abyss to the Everdar k. ¢

0l tds been a few years since | dve
|l arge fireball

o0Dragan will absolutely do it. o6 Al
feeling kind and stopping him. You
mortals are invading. o

Techni,Qaflflay tthrauweght .

Hopef uldlty ,f itnhde youdonMot her pl ant ed
Theytwon

o0Bad smells! 6 the fiery head bar k:

Earth gqgqguaked beneath her feet. Sw
of rabs marched with them, carryinc
ters, with officers behind, foll owe
blew in the fwisd: hal svihng an iron ro
This |l ogo repress dutnge rt Heoirr croatqiu®ers
|l aw and dominion over al

Three goliath machines rolled on ¢
own right, t heir massive steel turr

Rows of men and materi el stretche
emerged, their bodies I|ittered with
the castle attack. They bore four
| ong, suwi vbealrirnegf .g Oper ators stood i

ered by a glass window.











































































































































































